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US. Ballet Angels, All Kinds, But Rich, | {|| 


Blow $5,359,000 in 15 Years on Toe Art 


By ARTHUR BRONSON , 
A fantastic total of over $5,355,- 
000 has been poured into the dance 
field in America in the past 15) 


years. Practically all of this coin 


has gone for the classic ballet (with | 


a little for the modern dance), and 
most of it has been contributed by 
individuals (as against organiza- 
tions). And most of the money has 
been donated without any expecta- 


tion ot return. 

In no other art field in modern 
times has so much coin been laid 
out by beneficent angels. It’s an 
exhibition unmatched since the 
qaays 
era, and unequaled in ether show 
biz ficlds except in such rare in- 
stances as an Edgar B. Davis in 
legit with his $2,000,000 contribu- 
tion in 1926-27 to keep “The Lad- 


der” afloat on Broadway. 

In Broadway productions, unlike 
ballet, individual contributions gen- 
erally are not big (although there 
are exceptions, as with Gilbert 
Miller's investment of all of the 
$91,000 required for “Ring Round 


the Moon” or Dwight Deere Wi- 
man putting up $57,500 of the 
‘Continued on page 79) 





Entertainment Bavs Seen 
Surred by Biz Controls; 


Prospect of a general business 
recession early next spring, which 
might be reflected in.a boxoffice 
downbeat,.is now figured to be 
unlikely, Government experts have 
heen predicting that there would 


be a temporary “transitional” pe- 
riod of curtailed output, lower em- 
ployment and reduced payrolls 
during the switchover of industry 
from consumer to military produc-. 


tion. But the armament program 


IS now reportedly in high enough 


gear to take up any production or | 


employment slack. 
It's conceded that there may be 


&@ production lull, with resultant | 
Unemployment in some manufac-| 


turing lines, but the boom in heavy 
industry, sparked by the armament 
Speedup, will more than offset it. 
So no general employment decline 
IS anticipated. Moreover, in view 
of the various industry-wide wage 


— based on the cost-of-living 


lation 


- 
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of Otto Kahn in the Met Op-| 


payrolls and money-in-circu- | 


‘Mary Martin, Son Team 
On Columbia Recording 


thusiasm for family talent records 
generated by Bing and Gary 
Crosby, Columbia has cut two 
sides by Mary Martin and her 17- 
year-old son, Larry. Songs are “Get 
Out Those Old Records” and 
“You’re Just in Love.” 

Pair will record together in the 
future if response to the initialers 
is favorable. 





Pressure on 20th 


To Forego Pic On 
College Frat Evils 


} 

Pressure is being exerted on 
| 20th-Fox to shelve its projected 
feature, “Take Care of My Little 
Girl,” which will expose certain 
evils of the college fraternity and 
sorority system. 


Inferential threats have been 


'made of the displeasure of the sev- | 


No General Slinbock Seen 


eral million graduate members of 
the Greek letter societies unless 
the story is scrapped. Spyros 
Skeuras, who has even been told 
that anything anti-fraternity is 
“Communist-inspired,” is appar- 
ently going to ignore the pressure 
and produce the film, which is 
tentatively scheduled for July, 
1951 release. According to the 
20th production cnarts, pie will 
feature Jeanne Crain, Jean Peters, 
Mitzi Gaynor and Helen Wescott. 
Jean Negulesco is slated to direct, 
with Julian Blaustein as producer. 

Some of the fraternity people 
first got word of “My Little Girl” 
last September and decided to take 
action. L. G_ Balfour, chairman 
of the Interfraternity 
and Advisory Council and head of 
a fraternity jewelry firm, wrote to 
Skouras that the story was “Com- 
munistic inspired propaganda” and 
would “give comfort to the ene- 

(Continued on page 79) 





Find Religioso Tunes 
In Bar Jukes NG for Biz 


on ate expected. to increase. 
— S believed certain to be re- 
ected in hypoed spending for en- 


jrtainment, which means more. 
) 


. Juke operators, with a large cir- 
“hus far, despite the latest cost- culation 
qciving jump from 173.8% in 
it Dtember to 174.8% in October, 
ro sr ga had apparently as much 

‘onary effect as anticipated, 
Possibly as a result of credit con- 


now being issued on wax by all 
the companies. Some of the ops 
have apparently made the mistake 
of placing these disks in tavern 


ary But some further inflation coinmachines, with a resulting 
to sured inevitable and a return fall-off in liquor sales. 

Price controls is probably only Juke ops, under prodding from 
* Matter of time. As in the last the barkeeps, are now asking the 


war platter compunies to make com- 


restrictions on the production ! 
munity singing songs, which not 


0 . ’ . 
{ consumer goods, couvled with 


| 


Latching on to the public en-| 


FN, BENNY, 


CANTOR, DURANTE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


| TV’s “primer boys’—the A-B-C- 
D’s of video’s comedic pattern—are 
as baffled today over how they’ll 
eventually fit 
coast program schedule as in their 
pre-telecast days. 


Four of the alltime greats of has earned a profit of $350,000 sioner A. B. 


radio and show  business—Fred 


EO COMEDY 





into the coast-to-| 


Chandler Exit, Dodgers Sudden 
Hike Cloud AM-TV Baseball Issue 


| 


St. Petersburg, Dec. 12. 





175%, Profit on 2006 


| ‘Blondes’ Investment 


| 
| 
| “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
‘which has just passed the one- 
'year mark at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., 


‘on its $200,000 investment. The 


7% 
v 
| 


A stepped-up struggle by the 
national pastime against radio and 
television is being forecast as a 
result of the meeting of the 16 club 
owners of the major league base- 
| ball teams here this week. 

The surprise move not to renew 
the contract of baseball commis- 
(Happy) Chandler, 
| who holds the post through April, 
| 1952, is viewed as a blow to AM 





Allen, Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor) Herman Levin-Oliver Smith pro- 
and Jimmy Durante—are agreed quyction has already distributed 


| On one basic premise: there’s more | $280,000 profits, and has accumu- 





impact coming out of the~ ilated an additional net of about 
screen than any other previous $70,000, including cash, bonds, etc. 


facet of show business. , : 
" + ons The musical has been earning 
But beyond establishing that | a weekly operating profit of 


Ricting viewpoints of the Four fund $11,000, and is still receiv- 
r ing a share of the net from the 
Horsemen of the } erdaaame. |e company. 


WB, 20th, Metro 





ming is still in an embryonic era | 
which must eventually give way 
to solidify the medium’s economic | 
pattern and meet the requirements | 


| and TV because of his strong pro- 


| broadcasting stand. 


gave the web rights for “Game of 
the Day” co-op broadcasts. Chand- 
‘ler had said recently video rights 
to the series would soar in ’51 to 
| $1,000,000. 


| Florida State League is first of 


baseball’s lower minors to ban 
broadcasts of home games, al- 
though in three larger cities FM 
ballicasts will be permitted on trial. 


It was Chand- 
ler who inked Mutual’s five-year 
contract for the World Series and 


of the stars. 

Allen, convinced that the once- 
a-month “Comedy Hour” showcase 
is not the ultimate answer to fit- 


| ting him into the medium for max- 


Research | 


Chicago, Dec. 12. | 


in taverns, are turning | 
sour on the flock of religioso tunes | 


imum results, is checking out after 
Sunday’s (17) videocast on doctor’s 
orders. When his health permits 
he’ll return with a half-hour, week- 
ly format patterned to the Allen 
pace and tempo through which he 
'earved his niche in radio and on 
the stage. 

Durante, too, is anxious to beat a 
retreat back to the Coast and is 
searching for a TV formula that 
will be less demanding. 

Benny, beyond being convinced 

(Continued on page 43) 


Pix on Tele And 
In Nabe Houses 


Simultaneously 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Group of nine pix recently ac- 
quired by KTTYV will start beaming 
locally around Christmas—in vir- 
tual day-and-date competition with 
nabe theatres which will screen the 
|same films. It is the first time in 
local television history that films 
have been made availabie for tele 
|use simultaneous with their release 
'to the neighborhood houses. Closest 
competition in the past came when 
KECA-TV telecast the indie “Be- 
ware of Pity” two weeks after it | 
had concluded a r1 at the Guild 
Theatre. 

Astor Pictures closed the deal for 








Remain Firm Vs. 


Their Stars on TY 


While several of the major film 
'studios have considerably eased 
ithe “no television appearance” 
bans on their contract players, 
those which still are opposed to 
the practice are expected to con- 
| tinue their adamant policy indefi- 
'nitely. Reason is their staunch be- 
lief that the so-called glamor asso- 
ciated with their star talent re- 
mains one of their chief selling 
points. Once potential customers 
can sit at home and watch this 
glafhor on their video sets for free, 
then there would no longer be any 
reason for them to pay to see the 
stars at their local filmeries. 
Because of this reasoning, War- 
ners, 20th-Fox and Metro, which 
have probably the biggest star 
stables among the major studios, 
(Continued on page 71) 








| Labor Trades’ Pitch 
For Burley’s N.Y. Return 


The Fact Finding Committee of 
the Central Labor Trades Council 
is set to petition municipal author- 
ities to sanction burlesque shows 
in New York. FFC, comprising 


Brooklyn Dodgers and St. Louis 
Cardinals also voted network 
broadcasting curbs. 

At the same time the club own- ; 
ers are pressing for stiffer charges 
to stations. Brooklyn Dodgers are 
reliably reported asking for more ! 
coin to their diamondecasts on 
WMGM, N. Y. The upped ante 
may backfire, as General Foods, 
which shares sponsorship of the 
(Continued on page 42) 


LA, Niteries Find 
Take-It-Off Trend | 
Has Profitable A-peel 


By MICKEY FREEMAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
_ Burlesque, almost a_ forgotten 
_word here 18 months ago, is mak- 
jing a_ strong comeback. The 
| town’s gone striptease happy and 
judging from the way customers 
are pouring through the turnstiles, 
it’s here to stay. At this point, 
there’s no applauding the Los An- 
geles weather but local niteries 
are keeping the population warm. 
Admittedly this is an unusual 
heat wave, being confined mostly 
| to LA’s niteries. Eighteen months 
|ago there was only one_burley 
| theatre in operation. Now three 
| theatres are going full blast and 
the gals are peelin’ in 23 clubs 
| through Los Angeles County. Each 
| (Continued on page 77) 








to city officials for lifting of the | 





theatre use of the films shortly | 
after Atlantic Television leased the | 
video rights to KTTV. Pix, all | 
made before the AFM 1946 con-. 
tract with film producers, are “The | 
Bridge of San Luis Rey,” “Dark | 
Waters,” “Christmas Eve,” “Bed- | 
side Manner,” “Bachelor's Daugh-. 
ters,” “Mr. Ace,” “Sensaticns of 


representatives of theatrical unions, 
is seeking to increase employment | 
opportunities for its component 
unions and is preparing petitions | 





TV’s Newest Neck Line 


: Cleveland, Dec. 12. 
longtime ban on these shows. | Doctors at the American Medical 
Burlesque has been taboo in New Association convention in Cleve- 
York since 1941 when the late Jand were told that television may 
Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia ban- cause a new type of headache. 
ished it. Previous attempts have Dr. C. wu. Hartsock of the Cleve- 
been made to bring it back. ‘land Clinic said that the new type 
One of the more potent argu- | headache comes from straining the 
ments to be used for burley’s re- neck muscles by fixed gaze. He add- 
turn will be the necessity of re-| ed TV viewers should try looking 
taining theatre realty values. Film around, flexing the neck, and not 
business has declined considerably to look with a constant head tilt. 








Price ‘controls, is a cinch to spur 
‘erlainment-buying. 


only spreads good will, but in- 
'ereases bar business. 


1945,” “Hi Diddle Diddle,” and and some houses may _have to 
|“Midshipman Easy.” 


The doctor said nothing about 


| change . policy..to .remain open.. programming. . , a 
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TV New Market for Treasure Trove — 
Of Alien Property Pix-Plays-Music 


Washington, Dee. 12. 


Television has opened a new} 


market for the treasure house of 
music. motion pictures, — plays, 
overas. and other works adminis- 
tered by the Office of Alien Prop- 
eriv. of the Justice Dept., which 
v_sted copyrights of enemy and 
occup ed nations auring World 
Wi 1] 

Although licensing for the new 
m:-cium has hardly begun, indica- 
tions are that it will bring thou- 
s‘nds of dollars to OAP. George 
l..iddleton, former president of the 
L. S. Dramatists Guild, and now 
t-chnical expert and adviser on 


the handling of vested copyrights, 
points out that radio and films 
have already been large users of 
the Government-seized material. He 


believes television will find it 
ecually useful. 

“or exampie, old motion pic- 
turcs are proving to be one of the 
b- sie sources of TV programming. 
Middleton savs OAP has in its 
pr ssession over 10,000,000 feet 
0 films which have’ been in- 
s-ected, recorded, and are avail- 
2 'e for licensing with some re- 
s ‘ictions. They represent the 
p oduct of 764 German, Italian, 


J: oanese and Austrian producers. 
“urrently OAP is analyzing an- 
o’ her 17,500.000 feet in the vaults 
o the Library of Congress. This 
footage seized during and 


Was 


2 icr the war by the Army, State 
Dept., Customs service and other 
Government agencies. Most of it 


will also be available for licensing, 
once it is properly sorted and cata- 
loge d. 
Films As Source File 

Thus far. OAP has granted only 
one film license exclusively for 
television. This is for a group of 
50 scientific shorts. License was 
issued to Paul Moss for his Inter- 
national Telefilm. Deal called for 
a substanfial deposit and, basically, 
for a percentage of gross receipts. 
These pictures have already been 
shown extensively by video sta- 
tions. Some of the licenses for the 
theatrical exploitation of films in- 
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Gypola’s Cafe Date 


} Gypsy Rose Lee has been signed 
for the Desert Inn, Las Vegas, for 
two weeks, starting Dec. 26. It will 
be her only nitery date, inasmuch 
as she'll have to return to New 
York to tape her ..BC airer, ““What 
Makes You Tick.” 

Deal was made in New York by 
Frank Sennes, who books the cafe. 


Thomas, Martin, Laine, 
Durante, Martin & Lewis 
Resolve Copa’s Bookings 





Ability of Abe Lastfogel and 
George Wood (William Morris 
agency) to switch Danny Thomas 


and Jimmy Durante around has re- 
solved the Copacabana (N. Y.) 
booking problem. Thomas is now 
able to open Jan. 4, thus eliminat- 
ing an SOS to Durante, as ap- 
peared almost inevitable. The latter 
comes in on March 26 for an un- 
interrupted run, instead of doing 
it twice within the winter-spring 
(1951) season. 

There is still an interval problem, 


after Thomas: whether Tony Mar- 
tin or Frankie Laine, or both, will 
follow, since the latter can be 
moved forward if Martin can't get 
out of other committments, Other- 
wise Martin, Laine and Durante 
complete the roster. Dean Martin 


& Jerry Lewis follow the Schnoz in 
April to wind up the season. 


Meantime a new show, that em 
braces the Xmas-New Year's pe- 
riod. opens tomorrow’ (Thurs.) 


comprising Henny Youngman, Luba 
Malina, Dr. Giovanni and The Sky- 
larks 





Auction Grauman Effects 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Souvenirs and personal belong- 


ings of the late Sid Grauman are 
to be auctioned by Roy Goldenberg 
in four sessions starting Monday 
(18). 




















clude television rights. Royalty Among effects to be auctioned is 
terms under the TV section of the “Oscar” presented Grauman two 
(Continued on page 77) years ago. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 
Cigarros, Rum and Coca Cola, 
Rhumba. Samba, Mamba, Senoritas, 
Hotel Presidente, Sloppy Joe's, Alli- 
vator Belts, Siesta and Pastrami 
Manana, 


Currently 

Ringling Bros., Barnum and Bailey 

Circus, Havana, Cuba 
Represented by 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


N.Y. Hung Jury In 
2506 Plagiarism 


Suit on Kane Pic 


A $250.000 plagiarism suit by 
author Frederick Lundberg against 
RKO. Orson Welles and Herman 
Mankiewiez ended in a hung jury 
last Friday (8) after setting a cou- 
ple of records in U. S. district 
court in New York. Lundberg 
charged that portions of his book, 





“Imperial Hearst: A Social Biog- 
raphy,” were used in the scenario 
of “Citizen Kane.” 


Trial ran 30 davs, the longest for 
a plagiarism suit in the history of 
the court The jury was out for 
26 hours, the longest in the mem- 
ory of court attendants in any civil 
action. Final vote was seven in 
favor of Lundberg and five for the 
defendants. 

Taking advantage of civil suit 
provisions in Federal courts, law- 
yers had agreed in advance that 
they’d accept the decision of any 
nine jurors. As things stand now, 
marathon trial will have to be re- 
peated. Attorneys for Lundberg, 
Gustave B. Garfield and Charles 

(Continued on page 78) 


DANNY KAYE PACTED 
FOR PALLADIUM AT 1696 


Hollywood, Dec. 12 
Danny Kave has okayed London 
Palladium bid for an eight-week 
date starting May 7 to coincide 
with centennial festival of Britain. 





Palladium had originally pitched 
for 12-week date. Sylvia Fine 
(Mrs. Kaye) will provide comic! 
with some new numbers. | 

Kaye is dickering to take the 
Jack Cole Dancers with him for 
group’s English debut. Cole is 


currently choreographing Kaye's 
20th starrer, “On the Riviera.” 
At $20,000 weekly, Kaye will get 
largest salary ever handed a per- 
former in a theatre engagement of 
the length of time involved. 
Acceptance of the Palladium bid 


uts Sol Hurok’s proposed con- 
cert tour for Kaye in abeyance, 
though there’s a_ possibility he 


mey play these dates next fall. 





———— 


‘ctures Prexy 


kh. i J. Yates 
cries 
Smartalec!y Criticism and 
Its Effect Even on Those 
Within the Trade 
* * * 
an interesting editorial feature in 


the forthcoming 


45th Anviversary Number 


nf 
LARTETY 





‘Catholic: War Vets 
Fight Showings Of 
Charles Chaplin Pix 


Entire national organization of 
Catholic War Veterans is being 
| prodded into the fight against tele- 
/vision and theatre showings of 
| Charles Chaplin films. Move to 
enlist the full group’s support is 
being made by Joseph Fehrenback, 
head of the CWV unit in New Jer: 
| sey, who already has influenced the 
cancellation of a Chaplin series ol 
ancient shorts on N. Y. teevee sta- 
ition WPIX. He also claims to have 
caused discontinuance of ‘City 
Lights” runs in two N. J. theatres 
and the cancellation of the film in 
two other spots. 

Fehrenback, who is advertising 
production manager for the Ameri- 
can Bankers Assn., told VARIETY 
| he plans to bring the matter before 
Donald McQuade, CWV national 
commander, with the aim of bring- 
ing the national body behind a full- 
scale Chaplin boycott. “Implication 
is that this could lead to picketing 
of theatres showing any of the 
comedian’s pix, including “Mon 
sieur Verdoux,” which never was 
generally released, and “Lights,” 
which is going over successfully in 
the few theatres playing it on re- 
issue. Four spots which dropped 
“Lights” because of the protests 
are said to be the Rialto and May- 
fair, Newark; Temple, Union City, 
and the Park, Cliffside. 

Fehrenback’s charge  is_ that 
Chaplin “appears guilty” of Com- 
munist leanings and that the comic 
never did anything in the way of 
officially denying these apparent 
sympathies. If his fight is carried 
through, obviously it would threat- 
en plans to reissue numerous other 
comedies starring Chaplin, follow- 
ing the “Lights” distribution pat- 
tern. Fehrenback, in making the 
charge against Chaplin, cited the 
California Un-American activities 
report of 1949 wherein the panto- 
mime artist was listed with others 
as having “followed or appeased 
some of the Communist party line 
program over a period of time.” 





UNFRIENDLY 11 BENEFIT 
BY SUPREME CT. RULE 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

The Hollywood ‘Unfriendly 10” 
is expected to derive benefit from 
vesterday’s (11) Supreme Court 
decision that a person cannot be 
found guilty of contempt for re- 
fusing to tell whether he was 
ever a communist, providing he 
claims the refusal is to prevent 
“self-incrimination.” High court 
ruling was unanimous. 

However, it was pointed out 
here, the Hollywood group found 
‘in contempt of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
did not claim 
The 10 relied on 
speech” 
stitution. 

Two of the 10—Edward Dmytrvyk 
and Herbert Biberman—have been 


che “freedom of 
amendment to the Con- 





released with time off for good 
behavior from. their six-month 
sentences The other eight are 


still in Federal prison. 


Walsh Hops to London 
For NATKE Jubilee 


London, Dec. 12. 

Richard F. Walsh, head of the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal and Stage Emplovees, is flying 
to London especially to participate 
in the Diamond Jubilee Banquet 
of the National Assn, of Theatrical 
and Kine Employees at Grosvenor 
House next Friday (15). 

Apart from the big array of 
political figures headed by the 
Prime Minister, Clement J. Attlee, 
the Foreign Secretary Ernest Bev- 





| 


| 


self-incrimination. | 


in, and the Chancellor of the Ex- | 


chequer Hugh Gaitskell, all the 
leading figures in the British film 
and theatrical world have been in- 
vited. A major cabaret attraction 
is being produced by Nat Karson, 
who delayed his return to America 
in order to handle the show. 





Sets O’seas Troupes 
Washington, Dec. 12. 

Lt. Col. Joseph Bangham, of Air 
Forces Special Services, flew to 
Hollywood today (12) to bring back 
a score of entertainers who leave 
| tox Europe on the 19th to bring 
Christmas entertainment to the 
troops in Europe. 

While on the Coast, Bangham 
will also seek volunteers 
junkets to other parts of the world. 
With indications that our troops 
may remain in Korea, he will even 
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‘Ninotchka’ Of 


Vienna Screens 
On Soviet ‘Hint’ 


Vienna, Dec. 5. 

“Ninotchka” vanished again 
from its hard-won spot on the 
Vienna screen when Soviet “sug- 
gestions” to exhibitors led them 
to hurriedly yank that ancient 
Kremlin needler starring Greta 
Garbo. This came after the Lubitsch 
film had played some five weeks in 
two good mid-Vienna houses to bet- 
ter than 90° capacity despite al- 
most total lack of newspaper 
notice. Native dailies thought it 
best to ignore the pic while the 
U.S.-sponsored Wiener Kurier ac- 
cepted ads and ran only a brief no- 
tice despite the issue of American 
cultural prestige involved in show- 


ing ‘“‘Ninotschka” against frequent 


anti-American releases like “Meet- 
ing on the Elbe” and “Secret Mis- 
sion.” 

Latest move occurred Dec. 1 
when Reds assumed chairmanship 
of the four power City Commanda- 
tura in their turn. This job, along 
with policing of the internationally 
controlled Inner Ciéy, rotates 
monthly among the four powers, 
Managers of the Elite and Schot- 
ten Kinos, both of which were do- 
ing close to SRO with the Garbo 
pic, phoned Wolfgang Wolf, local 
Motion Picture Export Assn. chief 
to say the Russkis had “suggested” 
it was time they changed bills. 
MPEA, reluctant to push the issue, 
agreed to dropping the film, at 
least for a month when USS. steps 
into city control. 


This follows original booking 
difficulties which occurred when 
“Ninotchka” was first advertised 


and then withdrawn by a group of 
exhibs after each of them had re- 
ceived Commie threats of riots or 
bombings if the pic was shown. 
Actually run of the film produced 
no incidents whatever. 

When the Elite booking finally 
materialized, the U.S. Info Service 
of the State Department had just 
about decided to show the picture 
in the U. S.-operated Kosmos thea- 
tre either cuffo or with the take 
for charity. Possibly the local e: 
hib organization, which is 
by Socialist Party and the ¢ 
Vienna but has close Soviet 
didn’t want such a precedent € - 
lished on a potential big money 
film. 


Sam Marx Back From 
Paris, Reports Yanks 
Scurrying Back Home 


Sam Marx, ex-Metro producer 
who starts on his new Columbia 
Pictures pact Jan. 1, flew in from 
a London and Paris vacation yes- 
terday (Tues.) and heads for the 
Coast pronto at prexy Harry Cohn’s 
request for a “conference.” Marx 
was to have produced Alice Waugh’s 
“A Handful of Dust” independent- 
lv, when he left Metro, but it’s a 
question whether this will be his 
first Col assignment. 





On Marx's first-time abroad 
he discovered much nervousness 
among showfolk, many of whom 


are scurrying back this week be- 
cause of war jitters. The Leland 
Haywards ‘(Slim Hawks) cut their 
trip short. Norma Shearer and her 
husband, Marty Arrouge, after 
(Continued on page 77) 


Revived OWI Included 


In Emergency Planning 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

Government's emergency plan- 
ning includes a revived Office of 
War Information, complete with 
foreign and domestic film and radio 
units. There has been talk for some 
time about a new OWI, but it is 
understood that secret meetings 
were held last week at which a 
green light was given to draw a 
complete paper plan for such an 
organization. 

Question of who will direct and 
be his top assistants is being given 
serious thought, but there are no 
selections yet. Idea is to have 
everything ready for the time when 
the President decides to go ahead. 
One reason price ceilings have not 
been instituted o far is the lack 
of machinery for enforcement. The 





administration does not want to be 


caught simi'arly short when it or- 


seek entertainers for that sectors . | ders an information program... 
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Reports of UA Difficulties Disturb 
Pixites as Implying Inroads by Video 


teports of severe difficulties+ 
faced by United Artists if the cur- 
rent “mystery deal” on the Coast 
falls through were proving highly 
disturbing to top-echelon industry- 
ites this week. They feared that 
the UA hurdle would be immedi- 
ately hoped on by industry detract- 
ors as evidence of the inroads of 
television on films. 

\ctually, of course, there would 
be no such implication. UA has 
heen in hot water of one kind 
or another for much of its 
81 years, and present difficulties 

nerely a culmination of long- 
standing ownership and manage- 
mont travail 

execs of other companies figure, 
however, that that will be hard to 
‘tain to lay writers and com- 
ntators. Particularly so since a 
i many of them have no desire 





e 
nN 

to understand and will undoubted- 
ly find a good “angle” in UA’s 
Tt! 
d 


‘tblie relations black eye. It may 


DI 
have serious effect on the boxof-| 
fice and on the stock and securities | 
of other companies, majority of 
which have never in their history 
been more substantially solvent. 
There’s been some vague discus- | 
sion in top industry circles of pos- 


sible steps to help UA in the pres- 
ent crisis. Feeling is, however, 
that there’s little can be done 
while ownership is in the hands of 
(Continued on page 29) 
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Howard Dietz 


(in frustrated iambic pentameter) 
indites an ode to 


The Crystal Ball 
an amusing feature in the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











Interstate Bows 


‘Twist Booki 
Dallas, Dec. 12. 

Interstate circuit disclosed today 
(Tuesday) that it has abandoned 
all plans for exhibition of ‘Oliver 
Twist.” Robert J. O’Dennell, gen- 
eral manager of the big southwest 
chain, declared: “We will uphold 
Interstate’s policy of not running 
film without a Production 


| Code Administration seal.” 
The J. Arthur Rank pic was. 


Cutrate 2d-Runs For | 


CIO Assn. Backfires, 
Creates Detroit Stew 


Detroit, Dec. 12. | 
A plan to show second-run films 
to members of the CIO Motor City | 


Cooperative Assn. at cut rates has} 
backfired and stalled. Besides that | 


it has raised temperatures in ex- | on that basis. Paradoxically, Rank | great for results that might be ac- | 


slated to open in a group of In- 
terstate houses in various parts of 
Texas Jan. 19. The booking was 
made prior to refusal of Joseph I. 
Breen, Production Code adminis- 
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7, PROFIT HYPO 


N72) 477 NET Powerful Wall Streat Group Points 


srEW THIS YEAR 


Despite the continued boxoffice 
slide during 1950, indications are 
that film companies as a whole 
will show an increase in net profits 
of about 10% over 1949. With 
some firms having already filed 
their full-year reports for fiscal 
1950 and all having filed at least 


; nine-month indices, available offi- 


cial figures and estimates to date 
show net earnings for nine com- 


| panies of $34,722,422 as against 


$31,328,117 for the parallel periods 


| of the previous year. 


| 


‘“ubles in light of the recent b.o. . | 
ecline and TV competition. T PCA B N 
Result, it is feared, will be a 0 all, Ix@S 


trator for the Motion Picture Assn. | 


of America, to give the pic a seal. 


controversy on the charge that it 
is anti-Semitic in its treatment of 


Companies included in the com- 
pilation are the seven majors, plus 
Republic and Monogram. United 
Artists, being privately owned, 
files no fiscal statements. 

Six of the nine firms are show- 
ing a considerable improvement in 
net profits as they near the tape 
for 1950, while three have lost 
ground against the 1949 fiscal pe- 
riods. Ahead are Columbia, Metro, 
Monogram, Paramount, Republic 
and Universal. Behind are RKO, 
20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 

Accounting for the improved 
profits picture is the slash in costs 
the companies were able to make 
during 1948 and 1949, primarily in 
budgets. Many of the releases 
which showed up in the 1949 fig- 
ures were made at peak costs, 
some of them having been ad- 
mitted weakies which were held on 
the shelf until they could bé hid- 
den no longer. By the 1950 fiscal 

(Continued on page 29) 


SEE H’WOOD FOR MEET 





OF INDUSTRY EXECS «: 


Meeting of company prexies and 
studio heads for a_ top-echelon 
onceover of the state of the busi- 
ness now appears likely to take 
place in Hollywood—if at ail. Time 
would probably be mid-January or 


; 1 ‘later. 
Film has been subject to great | 


the Fagin character. Breen nix was | 


Original intention was to hold 
the session in Phoenix last week- 
end. It was decided, however, 
that the travel involved was too 





Par Pub-Ad Veepee 


Max Youngstein 
favors 
New Pix Selling 
Techniques 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Matty Fox Vying 
With Lesser In 
Optic Sweepstakes 


Race has developed between two 
| sets of U. S. backers to get before 











| film and video producers new sys- | 


‘tems of optics that will provide 
| elaborate backgrounds and sets at 
a fraction of the cost of the real 
thing. One group 
ollywood producer Sol Lesser, 
the other by former Universal 
exec Matty Fox. 

Both systems were developed in 
France. They bear some general 
resemblance to the “independent 
frame” system with which J. 

(Continued on page 27) 


HUSTON ON ‘EARTH’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
John Huston will direct retakes 





hib circles, who feared that their) as the pic’s producer has himself | complished. Discussions, as a re-| for “Gone to Earth,” joint Selz- 
uniform price structure might col- been against showing the film in| sult, arose for conclaving in New, nick-Korda production lensed in 


lapse, and has brought vehement | 


the U. S. 


denials of the whole deal from} Young, controlling stockholder in also been shelved in favor of the 


management of the theatre 
volved. | 

The whole scheme was brought | 
to light when a CIO publicity re- | 
lease to labor papers had this to 
say: “The best motion pictures | 
showing in Detroit can now be| 
seen by Co-op and union members | 
for 44c. This is the result of the | 
latest co-op collective buying agree- 
ment.” (The huge co-op operates 
Brocery stores and has cutrate, 
ésreements with national appliance | 
dealers.) 

[he release continued: “The 
Special price agreement is with the 
tegent theatre. This theatre pre- 
Scents up-to-the-moment current 
pictures immediately after their | 
lirst showing. By seeing these lat- | 
est pictures at the Regent you will 

(Continued on page 29) 


BEN HENRY LEAVING 
U AS ENGLAND REP 


Ben Henry, Universal’s represen- 
tative in England, is leaving the 
Company at the end of this year. 
Arrangement, entirely friendly in 
ri is a MOney-saving operation 
or wu, | 
Unlike other majors, which have 
‘eir own distribution setups, U’s 
Product is handled in England by 
J. \rthur Rank’s General Film Dis- 
iributors, Feeling of U toppers is 
that, as a result, services of a high- 
Priced exee such as Henry are not 


the ee Bookings of product on 
ie 


in-| 





: _ Rank circuits have been 
ar we Satisfactorily from the 
»., leaving only accounting 


Chores as 
land. 


sehate, who has had long ex-| 
da — In exhibition and distribu- 
War a been with U since World 
the - He has a number of other 
hi iness interests and will occupy 
' Ume. with them, |. | 


actually necessary in Eng- 


Eagle Lion Classics, the distribs, 
(Continued on page 78) 





Warning On TV Damage 


At B.0. Bops Pix Shares 


touched off by 
statement re- 


Apparently 
Charles Skouras’ 


garding the heavy inroads TV has 


made on film theatres, motion pic- 
ture shares responded adversely 
during the past week. Forecast for 
further declines in biz made by 
Warner Bros. in its annual state- 
ment last week also added to the 
gloom. WB shares currently are 
only one-quarter of a point from 


ithe year’s low of 11. 


While numerous film issues ral- 
lied in yesterday’s (Tues.) market, 
the gains were only fractional, 


‘with 3742 by Loew’s and United 


Paramount Theatres the greatest 
advances. UPT up at 17% as 
against the year’s low of 154s. 
Loew’s quotation of 15%s contrasted 
with the ’50 low of 1442. Columbia 
is selling for 1114; year’s low is 
105%. 


Universal is 918; low is 748. Re- 


| - a ° 
public common is 3%s; low is 3, 


while 20th-Fox common is 19*s, the 
low 18. RKO wound up 7'4 yes- 
terday; ’50 low is 6's. 


§. P. Skouras Back at H.0. 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras returned to the home- 
office Monday (11) following ? 
week's huddles on the Coast with 
studio execs. 

Veepee Al Lichtman, who ac- 
companied Skouras to Hollywood, 
will remain there at least another 
week for further conference with 
production veepee Darryl F. 
Zanuck.- us eee 





Coast. 
Television inroads, sagging b.o., | 


labor contracts, censorship and 
other problems have been suggest- 
ed for the agenda. 


However, Robert R.| York or Washington, but they’ve | England last year. 


David Farrar is sailing from 


| England Saturday (16) for retakes | 


with Jennifer Jones, and then re- 
_ports to UI to start pact with co- 
| Star stint in “Golden Horde,” op- 
posite Ann Blyth. 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Still Sluggish; ‘Solomon’ No. 1 for Fourth 
Successive Week; ‘Dance,’ ‘Eve’ Next Biggest 


Film theatre biz in first-run situ- | 


ations is very Sluggish for the 


most part this stanza, with Christ-. 
pre-| 
holiday influences taking a heavy | 


mas shopping and_ usual 
toll. Several key cities also were 
hurt by continued snowstorms, bit- 


ter cold and heavy rains. 


of a storm that did not material- 
ize. 
aged by heavy rain the following 
Sunday night. 

“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
continued to dominate the field al- 
though on holdover and extended- 
run in many keys. Its total is 
about half what it was in the pre- 
ceding week but enough to win 
first place for fourth successive 
stanza. ‘“‘Let’s Dance” (Par) is fin- 
ishing second after winding up 
third for two weeks running and 
well ahead of “All About Eve” 
(20th), which moves up to third 
slot after being fourth last round. 

Fourth best is “Two Weeks With 
Love” (M-G), which was sixth a 
week ago. “Joan of Arc” (RKO), 
out on pop-scale basis now, is tak- 
ing fifth money while “West Point 
Story” (WB) is sixth. <‘Harriet 
Craig” (Col), with a batch of new 
bookings, and “Jackpot” (20th) 
round out the top-eight list in that 
order. 

Runnerup films 


are “Kansas 


-+Raiders”. (UL. “Breakthrough” 


For ex-| 
ample, New York, which was slow , 
_enough last Thursday (7), was stag- | 
gered at the boxoffice by warnings | 


City’s biz was further dam-' 


(WB), “I'll Get By” (Par) and “Mad 


Wednesday” (RKO) in that se- 
quence. | 
“Kim” (M-G), which opened. 


with a big session at N. Y. Music 


Hall, looms as one of top new-— 
“Odette” (EL), also new, | 
was sock in Montreal and strong | 


comers. 


in Toronto. “Highway 301” (WB), 
while dull and mild in some spots, 
came through with nice sessions 
in Philly and Washington. An- 
other newcomer, “Sun Sets At 
Dawn” (EL), shapes robust in Bos- 
ton. ‘‘Mystery Submarine” (UV), 
good in Balto, looms strong in 
Frisco. 

“Rio Grande” (Rep) is doing 
okay in Denver, “Toast of New 
Orleans” (M-G) looks smash in 
Montreal. ‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) con- 
tinues nice on pop-price run in 
Mic Bs 

“Milkman” (U), doing fairly well 
in Toronto, looms satisfactory in 
Denver. “State Secret” (Col), food 
in Boston, shapes okay in Frisco 
and Cincy. “Macbeth” (Rep), neat 
in Washington, looks stout in Chi. 

“Miniver Story’’ (M-G) is so-so 
in Providence. “Killer That 
Stalked N. Y.” (Col), siow in Chi, 
is weak in Prov. “Dark City” 
(Par) looms fine in Montreal. 

“Two Flags West” (20th) shapes 
okay in Frisco. “Glass Menagerie” 
(WB), okay in Omaha, is fair in 
Denver. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports 


' %, aa Ol, Peges. 18:19) a <<" Al 


is headed by | 


~ For Showdown on RKO Control; 
| Probe ‘Dissolution, Pix Sale to TV 


* Possibility loomed this week that 


Howard Hughes next year will face 
a proxy fight with a powerful 
‘group of Wall streeters for control 
lof the RKO production-distribution 
organization. Result might well be 
dissolution of the company and sale 
of its more-than-40-year stockpile 
of films to television. 

Leader in this movement is Les- 
ter Greenwald, partner in the in- 
vestment firm of B. L. Taylor & 
Co., and a large holder of RKO 
shares. He is in the loose con- 
federation of big RKO stockholders 
recently organized on Wall street, 
but is openly in favor of more 
radical action than that to which 
the others are yet ready to commit 
themselves. 

Whole Wall street group, which 
claims to represent more shares 
than Hughes’ 929,000 (24%), is 
bitter about the RKO topper’s man- 
agement policies, but is withhold- 
ing action pending further study 
and advice: Most potent  stock- 
holder in the group is David J. 
Greene, with something over 300,- 
000 shares, ranking him second 
only to Hughes. 

Much less reticent than the 
others, Greenwald declared this 

(Continued on page 31) 


Controversial Danish 
Picture Gets Final Nix 
By American Customs 


Customs bureau nix has appar- 
ently finally voided chances of 
importation into the U. S. of the 
Danish-mede ‘“‘We Want a Child” 
despite protestations of a group of 
leading American citizens. Pic is 
;currently cleaning up throughout 
.Europe, ranking as the second 
largest grosser of the year there. 

Walter Gould, who was attempt- 
‘ing to bring the film into this 
‘country, has given up his efforts 
in face of the adamant attitude 

(Continued on page 78) 
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No Foldings, Price 


Hikes Seen For 


N. Y. Circuits; 4 Omaha Nabes Close 


Theatremen's fears over the in- 
reads of television on the dwin- 
dling boxoffice haven't reached the 
point where the exhibs are ready 


to toss in the towel, a survey of 
the situation in the New York 
metropolitan areas shows. Larger 
circuits. including Loew’s and 
RKO. have no intentions of folding 
any houses, nor are they contem- | 
plating any changes in admission 
scales 

On!\ few theatres have closed 
in the past coupe weeks and these 
houses were mainly last-run situ- | 


ations operated by independents in 
marginal neighborhood 
Ritz. 842-seater in the Bronx, shut- 


tered last week. Late last month 
the Nassau, Brooklyn. and_ the 
Crown. same borough, also folded 
Other recent closures are the 
Avon. in midtown Manhattan, and 
Raybond’s Broad, Newark 

Small indies were loath to pin 
the shutdowns on any specific 
cause Thev held that the situa- 
tion arose from a variety ol clr- 
cumstances. Chief of these is the 
“pre-Christmas” slump. The 1.400- 
seat Broad. according to Raybond 
prez David Weinstock. was closed 
when bad business set in but it 


will be reopened around the first 
of the vear with a “new policy.” 
Previously it was a last-run house 

Weinstock also disclosed that 


his loop has increased admission 
prices slightly but only in a few 
isolated situations Other circuit 
chieftains however, emphasized 
that they have made no adjust- 
ments whatever in their price 
structures and don't expect to 
make any Some theatres along 
the Jersey shore raised the _ b.o. 
bite slightly when they assumed a 
giveaway dish policy This. of 
course. was done to offset the cost 
of the dinnerware. 

Genera! consensus was that at- 


‘Continued on page 30 


Walter Reade, Jr., 
Maps 5c Matinees 
As Lure for Kids 


Convinced that kid biz is the key 
to adult trade, Walier Reade, Jr., 
is planning a pitch to other New 
Jersey exhibs to institute 5c. Sun- 
day matinees for moppets. He has 
already been promised cooperation 
by several important chains and 
been nixed by Warner Bros. in pre- 
liminary talks. 

The voung circuit chief, prior to 
making a full bid to other chains 
to institute the plan, is having a 
study made of his own theatres’ ex- 
periences with the under-12 trade. 
Indications so far are that the jun- 
ior biz has held ulp well in com- 
parison with full-price admissions. 

Reade is convinced, however, 
that it is important to build it far- 
ther. He refiects the ideas of Mal- 
colm Kingsberg, former RKO The- 
atres chief, in VARIETY recently, 
that children—in addition to being 
the adult customers of the future 
—direct much adult trade into a 
theatre. Likewise it is felt that 
children are the prime devotees of 
video, and special efforts must be 
made to continue their interest in 
films. 

Thus Reade is intent on putting 
his new plan into effect. The nickel 
admission price would apply from 
the opening on Sundays at about 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. He feels that by 
stopping the special at 4 he can 
avoid parental criticism for keep- 
ing kids out through the dinner 
hour. 

The nickel offers no tax prob- 
lem, since Federal levies do not 
apply on admissions under 9c. 





Allied States Meet To 
Analyze B.O. Doldrums 


Washington, Dee. 12. 
With the annual board meeting 
of the Allied States Assn. of Motion 
Picture Exhibitors coming up next 
Feb: 15-16 at the Statler hotel here. 
it’s expected that the session will 
analyze a number of pians to cure 


the b.o. doldrums in addition to 
Mapping policies fer the coming 
year. 


Agenda ealls for reports on the 
outcome of negotiations relating to 
competitive bidding as well dis- 
cussions on incentive selling as op- 
posed to penalty selling. Officers 
will also be elected and the annual 
report read. 


sections. | 





+ 


Nathan D. Golden 


Chief of the Motion Picture 
Division of 
the Department of Commerce 
eleborates on why 





Trade Agreements Help 

U.S. Companies to 

Overcome Many Foreign 
Pic Curbs 


. * * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the forthcoming 


|| 45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Top N. Y. Exhibs - 
Meet to Remedy 
That B. 0. Dip 











Between 20 and 25 leading ex- 
hibs, repping virtually every the- 
atre in the New York area, will 
meet tomorrow (Thursday) in 
search of a cure for current b.o 
ills. They hope to come up with 
some specific plans for hypoing 
biz. 

Session at the Astor, N. Y., has 
been called by Fred Schwartz. Cen- 


tury chain topper. It parallels on 
a local level the series of confabs 
ot top circuit owners from various 
parts of the country that Si Fabian 
has been sponsoring recently. 

However, the Schwartz stanza 
will be considerably more specific 
in that a number of cooperative 
plans for exploitation and selling 
of the industry within the New 
York area will be presented—and. 
it is hoped, adopted. . 

“Some of us just got tired of 
talking, now we're planning ac- 
tion,’ Schwartz declared this week. 

All the important circuits in the 
city, both affiliated and un- 
affiliated, are expected to be pres- 
ent. Most of them are members of 
the Metropolitan Motion Picture 
~Theatres Assn. Other exhibs will 
be repped by their trade organiza- 


tions, primarily the Independent 
rheatre Owners Assn. of New 
York. 





‘SEARS SUIT FOR PAY 
VS. UA GOING TO TRIAL 


Breach-of-contract 


AC suit brought 
by United 


Artists general sales 
manager Grad Sears will go to 
trial, Federal Judge Sylvester J. 
Ryan ruled in New York last week. 
Exec is seeking to recover back pay 
allegedly due him over a several- 
week period when he was ill last 
summer. The company claims it 
isn't liable. 

Court’s decision came after Sears 
moved for summary judgment 
against UA. Judge Ryan held that 
factual issues presented by the case 
as well as points raised by the 
plaintiff's motion for judgment 
could best be settled by a trial. 


19 Adventure Pix a Yr. 
Planned by Lesser 


Sol Lesser, who closed a deal 
with RKO recently tor distribution 
of “Kon Tiki” and “Jungie Head 
Hunters,” is planning to make or 
acquire two such adventure pix 
each year. These would be in ad- 
dition to his regular “Tarzan” 
series, the “Jungle Girl” series 
which he is planning and various 
other projects. 

Julian Lesser, producer's son. 
heads. the Thalia Production unit 
which handles the films. Plans are 
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DANNY O’DAY 


“The Mahogany Kid” 


Dvnamieally assisted by Jimmy 
Nelson with his new pal, Humphrey 
Higsby. 

Opening 
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| Ciro’s Hollywood. 

I v, New York n March. 


Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 


F-WC Execs Put 
On Goldwyn Grill 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 





The Sam  Goldwyn-Fox West 
Coast $6.750.000 legal tangle com- 
pleted the first three days of its 
deposition marathon last week 


with Goldwyn attorney Joseph L. 
Alioto conducting the querying. 
There’s at least a 
grilling in the offing. 

Five interests in Northern Cali- 
theatres were sifted in the 
three-day examination of John 
Bertaro, key circuit figure, in 
which detailed questioning of Ber- 
taro included the checking of how 
each of over 100 houses was oper- 
ated and the interest of the chain 
in each house. The Goldwyn at- 
torney pressed his efforts to estab- 
lish that the interests of Charles P. 
Skouras. FWC prexy, were inter- 
woven with all phases of the film 
industry, and constituted a gen- 
eral conspiracy to deny indepen- 
dent producers a fair market for 
their product. 

The grilling of Bertaro is sched- 
uled to continue for another day, 
to be followed by that of chief film 
buyer Ed Zabel, who in turn is be- | 
ing followed by Skouras, who” is | 
expected to be queried for approx- | 
imately a week of sessions. 

The questioning of Bertaro hit 
one hot point when, on advice of 
FWC counsel Arthur B. Dunne, he 
refused to answer a question re- 
garding possible Skouras interest 
in a candy and confectionery busi- 
ness supplying the chain. In a later 
session Dunne withdrew his ob- 
jections and Bertaro answered the 
question negatively. 

Bertaro on close questioning by 
Alioto vigorously denied __ that 
there was any arrangement to split 
product in the acquisition of the- 
atres by the chain. 

The current § drawn-out 


week more of 


fornia 


| 


legal | 


hassle, consisting of depositions by 


now being made for an expedition | 


topped by Lewis Cotlow to go to 
the South Seas. 
“Head Hunters” pic in Africa. 
“Kon Tiki” is a blowup from 
16m of the film which Thor Hever- 
dah! shot during his 101-day trip 
by raft across the Pacific. Book 
based on his adventures this week 


Cotlow made the ! 


topped the bestseller list for the | 


| fifth straight stanza, 


"er eeeanrw eee 


FWC executives and setting the. 
stage for the case now on the Fed- | 
eral court calendar, was recently | 
ordered by Federal Judge Michael 
J. Roche. 





| 
Sheaffer on U Sales Bender 
Daniel M. Sheaffer, Universal | 
board member, in the past month | 
has sold 800 shares of the firm’s | 
stock, leaving him with a balance | 
of 107. 
In the previous month, from Oct. | 
11 to Nov. 10, Sheaffer sold 1.800 | 
common in a series of six transac- | 
tions. 


N. Y. to L. A. | 
Jack L. Gertz 
Virginia Kellogg 
Al Lewin 
Dave Lipton 
Ray Morgan 
Thelma Ritter 
Betta St. John 
Jules C. Stein 
Richard Thorpe 
Fran Warren 
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Unexpectedly Quick Settlement Gives. 
5 US. Cos. $2,100,000 From France 





James J. Geller 


has authored an interesting 
my 9 
‘Hollywood Story 
* * * 
a byline feature in the forthcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 














. Allied Aloofness 


Seen No Bar To 
Arbitration Setup 


Vhile distribs are engaging in 
some behind-the-scenes activity in 
their efforts to lure Allied States 
Assn. into an industry arbitration 
setup, many film company and the- 
atre exees are sharing the thought 
that a system could be developed 
regardless of whether Allied de- 
cides to remain aloof. Obviously, 
the hope is that the outfit will join 
in a plan to establish arbitration 
panels but Allied’s remaining on 
the outside is now not likely to kill 


the whole idea. 
Abram F. Myers, Allied board 
chairman, is on record as saying 


that his group will not consider 
arbitration until its board meeting, 
Feb. 15, in Washington. 

Political aspects of the entire 
situation are being cited in trade 
circles as cutting down the possi- 
bilities of making arbitration an 
all-industry operation. Fact that 
Theatre Owners of America got the 
ball rolling with the first formal 
meeting with distribs on arbitra- 
tion appears a primary reason why 
Allied officials are not too enthusi- 
astic about coming into the fold. 

However, non-members of Allied, 
despite this initial reluctance, be- 

(Continued on page 29) 





Paris, Dee. 12. 

Five American film companies 
will received a $2,100,000 wind- 
fall from France as the result of 
an unexpectedly quick settlement 
of a frozen coin account dating 
back to June, 1947. The sum was 
accepted in a lump in lieu of ap- 
proximately $2,600,000 divided 
over the next two years by. Colum- 
bia, Metro, 20th-Fox, United Art- 
ists and Paramount. 

Arrangement was made by John 
G. McCarthy, director of the inter- 
national division of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, during 


his recent visit to Paris. It fol- 
lowed complete stoppage of pay- 
ment on the debt to five com- 


panies by unilateral action of the 
French government. 

McCarthy restricted his nego- 
tiations mostly to this problem, but 
will return to Paris early next 
vear with MPAA prez Eric John- 
ston for broader talks. They hope 
to open the entire Franco-U. S, 
films agreement, seeking to elimi- 
nate all restrictions of quotas, 
licensing and currency conversion. 

Coin which McCarthy succeeded 
in clearing was due under the old 
Blum-Byrnes agreement of 1947. 
as consolidated in a later 1948 ac- 
cord. That provided for rémittance 
of $3,600,000 yearly from France, 
of which $1,200,000 was to come out 
of current earnings and $2,400,000 
was to represent payment of funds 
earned and ffozen prior to June, 
1947. A total of $11,700,000 was 

(Continued on page 6) 


Johnston in Pic Pitch 


As Senate Committee 
Polishes Excess Tax Bill 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

Senate Finance Committee is ex- 
pected to spend all this week pol- 
ishing up its version of the cor- 
porate excess profits tax which will 
be unveiled early next week. Mean- 
time, Eric Johnston, prez of Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, hoped 
that the measure will include two 
points he made in testimony before 
the committee on Friday (8). 

Johnston urged the Senate Com- 
mittee to rectify situations in the 
House-approved measure to take 
care of the industry’s frozen coin 
and theatre interests, which must 
be divorced. He said the House 
Ways and Means Committee agreed 





‘that the film industry position was 


just, and wanted to help, but that 


| the bill as written fails to cover the 


SISK QUITS METRO 
FOR WB PROD. POST 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Robert Sisk moves over to War- 
ners as a contract producers in 
February, on completion of his 
current Metro pact, which has 
been extended to cover the com- 
pletion of his last two productions 
on the Culver City lot. They are 
“Across the Wide Missouri” and 
“It's a Big Country.” 

Understood Sisk is shifting be- 
cause of a shortage of properties 
on his Metro program. His depar- | 
ture is the third in recent months, 
following those of Sam Marx and 
Voldemar Vetluguin. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Steve Allen 

Lloyd Bacon 
Ray Bolger 
Jack Carson 

Ludwig Donath 

Dick Dorso | 
Kirk Douglas 
Sally Forrest 
Jack Gage | 





Jules Green 
John Guedel 
Irene Hervey 
Miriam Hopkins 
Arthur Kennedy 
Andrea King 
Wally Kline 
Kenneth Later 
Art Linkletter 
Arthur M. Loew 
James Mason 
Joel Preston 
iwen Rickard 
Jerry Rosenthal 
Olga San Juan | 
Spyros Skouras 
Walter Slezak 
Harry Tyler 
Ned Washington | 
Lew Wasserman 
W._B. Zoellner 


two situations. 

“In the motion picture industry,” 
explained the MPA president, 
“many companies have been, or are 
being compelled, to separate their 
exhibition business from produc- 
tion and distribution. This condi- 
tion was brought to the attention 
of the House Ways and Means 
Committee. The report of that com- 
mittee, in dealing with the recom- 
putations of the earnings credit in 
the case of corporate reorganiza- 
tions, clearly intended to provide 
that in all such reorganizations, in- 
cluding those in which the acquir- 

(Continued on page 6) 


N. Y. to Europe 


Eric Goodhead 
Anna Neagle 

Rupert G. Somervell 
Herbert Wilcox 


Europe to N. Y. 


Alicia Alonso 
Marty *Arrouge 
Bob Bromley 

Roy Boulting 
Martine Carol 
Edward Caton 
Lucia Chase 

Noel Coward 
Steve Crane 

Paul Godkin 
Leland Hayward 
Nora Kaye 

Jan Kiepura 
John Kriza 

Harry Lartigue 
Yvette Lebon 
Joseph Levine 
Sam Marx 

Allyn McLerie 
James Mitchell 
Edward Molyneux 
Mary Ellen Moylan 
Dimitri Romanoff 
Norma Shearer 
Mrs. Sol C. Siegel 
Alexander Smallens 
Norma Vance 
Igor Youskevitch 
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BANK LOANS UP TRADE MORALE 





WB Sets $4,450,000 Price on 32 
Eastern Theatres It Must Divest 


Warner Bros. 
tags on 32 theatres in the eastern 
area Which the major plans to part 
with in observing its antitrust suit 
divestiture program. Total comes 
to $4,450,000. Four other spots 
with asking price not indicated also 
are on the block. 

Houses are located mostly in 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio. 

Some theatremen who have 
studied the list of properties, as 
circulated by real estaters Berk & 
Krumgold, say they're not too 
eager to buy. One circuit operator, 
who is known to be always ready 
to expand when the right kind of 
deal presents itself, said he believes 
the WB package to be unrealistical- 
1y evaluated in the light of falling 
bi cathe e revenue and prospects for 
the future. The circuit op added 
he figures the prices set by the 
major would have been closer to 
market value during the peak 1946- 
'47 era, but not today. 

Prices for 
erties range from $10,000 for one 
spot. which had a $20,000 deficit 
operation, to upwards of $400,000. 
Among the most expensive of the 
houses listed is the Mayfair, New- 
ark, which WB figures is worth 
$370,000. This is owned in fee. 

Others in this class, also owned 
in fee, are the Carlton, Pleasant- 


ville J., $325,000; Bristol, Bris- 
tol, Conn., $275,000, and the Lib- 
erty, Sharon, Pa., $325,000. Major 
is asking $110,000 for its lease, 


(Continued on page 29) 





Linet Sales Promotion 
Mgr. in Realignment 


Under V.-P. Lipton 


sales promotion depart- 
has been established by Uni- 
with Henry A. Linet, who 
liad been eastern advertising chief, 
named sales promotion manager. 
Succeeding Linet in the ad post is 
Jet! Livingston, promotion super- 
Visor for J. Arthur Rank product 
released through U. Latter will 
continue handling the Rank pix in 
his new position. 


New appointments, 


4 
Yew 
ment 


versal, 


which were 


disclosed by national ad¢pub chief, 


David A. Lipton yesterday (Tues.), 
Were said to be in line with the 
ficm’s poliey of more closely in- 
tetrating the ad-pub and sales de- 
partments. 

Closer coordination of U's studio. 
ome office sales department and 
ad-pub force was linked with the 


4ppointnent of Lipton, ad-puls 
Chief since 1949, to a vice-presi- 
Coney. Last week's board action 


clevating him to the post was said 
to have been prompted by his con- 
tributions toward more closely knit 
©rsanization. U board also bestow- 
fc on Lipton the new title of stu- 
(lo sales coordinator. 


Lipton first joined the industry 
in 1921 with Balaban & Katz, At 
one time he was ad-pub chief for 
Columbia Pictures. 


PRODUCERS BRANCH 
TO BE SPLIT BY ACAD 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Separation of present producers 
branch into exec utive and produ- 
fers branches was approved by 
Academy board of directors, to 
on after the next Oscar 

Separation was proposed by 
a Wly-formed Producers Guild, 

lich persuaded the Academy that 
working producers should have 
t! he ir own section, not to be includ- 
Cc with executives and other of- 
ficials. However, procedure for 
Presentation of the Oscar for best 
Picture will be changed in upcom- 
~ » awards affair as suggested by 
Producers Guild lecders. Actually, 
pi oducer of the winning film will 
Sei the Oscar under the new SySs- 


— With studio getting a dupli- 








has placed price+ 





the individual prop- ! 


| Touch of Venus” 





Si Fabian 
edvocates 
Harnessing TV for 
Benefit of Film B.O. 


* * * 


an interesting byline piece in the 
forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Cowan Gets 12 











| hardly 


MILLION UPT 


DEAL Ao UPLIFT 


Confidence which a trio of 


‘banks and an insurance company 


exhibited via their giant money 
deal with United Paramount Thea- 
tres this week proved the biggest 
uplift the industry has received 
from outside financial sources in 
the past several years. The 
$45,000,000 credit established by 
UPT not only bolstered the morale 
of the entire industry but also had 








the effect of serving notice on the, 
trade’s detractors that the business | 


could be headed for 
early demise. 

That the traditionally cautious 
banking institutions regarded a 
major circuit as a good investment 
also meant a greater sense of con- 


any 


fidence for skeptics within the 
trade itself who suspected they 
| were traveling on uncertain 
| ground. Healthy financial state- 


| ments from an industry concern al- 


| ways are a helpful factor for the 


Properties In 
Pickford Deal 


Artists Alliance, indie unit 
formed by Mary Pickford and Les- 
ter Cowan five years ago, was dis- 
solved on Monday (11) after seven 
months of negotiation. Cowan re- 
ceived all rights to 12 properties 
owned by AA in return for a cash 


, payment to Miss Pickford and as- 
| sumption of all the unit's liabilities. 


Cowan also acquired Miss Pick- 
ford's residual interest in the two 
films made by AA. They are “One 
and ‘‘Love Hap- 
Former may possibly show a 
profit eventually through reissues 
and foreign playoff, while the lat- 
ter appears fairly certain of wind- 
ing up in the black, worldwide. 

Bank of America advanced the 
coin to Cowan for the payoff to 
Miss Pickford. The deal also re- 
leases him from a commitment for. 
production of two pix to be deliv- 
ered by AA to United Artists. This | 
provided a $50,000 producer's fee 
to Cowan for each pic, plus 50°3 
of the profits. 

The partners each threw six, 
properties into AA when it was or- 
ganized. Those which Miss Pick- 
ford contributed and to which 

(Continued on page 29) 


py.” 





Ben Goetz Due From 


England for M-G Talks 


Ben Goetz, Metro's British pro- | 
duction chief, is scheduled to ar- 
rive from England Dec. 28 and! 
leaves the following day for the 
Coast. 

Goetz will spend several weeks | 
huddling with M-G studio officials | 
and also visiting with his son, | 
Hayes Goetz, Metro producer. 
Mrs. Goetz accompanies him. 


| 
| 


(entire business. 


But the fact that 
outsiders entrusted such a mam- 
_ moth sum to a single operation 
was as heartening a development 
as could be hoped for, it was 
said. Narrowed down to the im- 
mediate deal. it obviously reflects 
UPT’s robust fiscal condition. 


Part of the credit will be used to 
retire the circuit’s present indebt- 
edness of $24,286,000. 

Huge money program means an 
availability of an additional $20,- 
000,000 in cash with which to buy 
out theatre partners and, as has 
been strongly reported in unoffi- 
cial quarters, acquire the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting tele network, or 
to otherwise expand in TV. 

Regardless of how the money is 
used (UPT states it is earmarked 
for “general corporate purposes’’), 
the immediate effect of the new 
borrowings will be a hefty saving 
in interest rates. Present indebt- 
edness of $24.286.000, which is 
slated for retirement, carries an 
interest rate of 3!2°¢. This is in 
the form of a $17,500,000 loan 

(Continued on page 31) 








Wald-Krasna Buy “Rain” 


to Somerset 
“Rain” were ac- 
week by Jerry 
Wald and Norman Krasna. 
Lester Cowan, who obtained 
the rights from Mary Pickford 
in dissolution of their Allied 
Artists indie unit, received 
$100,000 from W-K, part in cash 
and part in deferments. Pro- 
ducers received all rights to 
the original Joseph Schenck- 
United Artists film (1932) and 
the stage play. 

Cowan has also made a deal 
for Elmer Rice to re-do his 
1929 play ‘subsequently a Sam- 
uel Goldwyn picture), “Street 
Scene.” Producer, who also 
obtained the property in the 
AA dissolution, hopes to refilm 
it as “Street Scene 1951.” 


Screen rights 
Maugham’'s 


quired this 





\Lopert Korda, R. W. Dowling Head 
New American Distrib Company 





“Theatre TV Is Born’’ 


by 
Nathan L. Halpern 


= © @ 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the forthcoming 


45th 


Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


B-K Seeks Escape 
From J-P Decree 


In Theatre Switch 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Balaban & Katz circuit, in a move 
apparently designed to escape the 
two-week playing time proviso of 
the Jackson Park decree, is ex- 
pected ‘to turn over management 
and booking of its United Artists 
theatre here to the house’s co- 
owner, the UA Theatre Circuit. 
B&K will retain its interest in the 
theatre, however. 

Circuit, which was once the king- 
pin of the Chi exhibition system, 
has been gradually reducing the 
number 











Switch in management of the UA 
will leave the circuit with only 


three Loop operations, the Chicago, 
Roosevelt and State-Lake. B&K 
also owns the Garrick, which has 
been shuttered since last summer 
because of a lack of product. 
According to Tom McConnell. at- 
torney for the Jackson Park the- 
(Continued on page 25) 


RKO Gets Rome Court 
OK to Seize ‘Stromboli’ 


RKO homeoffice foreign depart- 
ment has been advised that the 
major’s Italian subsidiary has been 
given court approval in Rome to 
seize the original version of 
“Stromboli,” subject of dispute be- 
tween the company and producer 
Roberto Rossellini. 

Film was being distributed in 
Italy by Union Films of Rome, 
which claimed to have obtained 
the rights from Rossellini. Latter 
has charged that RKO, when it re- 
ceived the film in Hollywood, 
edited it to the extent of impair- 
ing its entertainment value. The 
RKO version is now tied up in cus- 
toms. 
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Formation of a new U. S. dis- 
tributing company patterned along 
the line of the Selznick Releasing 
Organization was disclosed simul- 
taneously in New York and Lon- 
don yesterday (Tuesday:. Part- 
ners in it are Ilya Lopert, Sir Alex- 
ander Korda and a group headed 
by Robert W. Dowling, president 
of the City Investing Co., big New 
York real estate firm. 

To be known as Lopert Films 
Distributing Co., new setup will 
send its initial pic, Herbert Wil- 
cox’s Anna Neagle-starrer, 
“Odette,” into release in Feb- 
ruary. It will handle the Korda 
product in the U. S., starting with 
a group of seven films, and will 
also take on othér British, Eu- 


/ropean and offbeat Hollywood pix. 


New setup, which already has 
some art theatre holdings, will en- 


j large its circuit, Dowling said yes- 


terday. He refused to name towns, 
except to point out it will operate 


'@ house now building in Syracuse. 


system. 


Rather than set up an exchange 
Lopert, who will serve as 


prexy, plans to follow the SRO 


' lead in naming reps in a number 


of its downtown theatres. | 


| Owners 


| Depinet 


of key cities. They will handle all 
important bookings, with lesser 
tail-end accounts possibly being 
sold by one of the established dis- 
tribs. 

SRO's residual selling is han- 
dled by Eagle Lion Classics. Lopert 
said he had made no approaches 
to any company on this problem 
yet and was,not entirely certain 
how it would be handled pending 
further study. Likewise, he said 
he had not determined how many 
regional sales reps he’ll have. SRO 

(Continued on page 31) 


See Continued Delay 
In Reaching Accord 


Hurting COMPO-TOA 


Both the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations and Theatre 
of America are deter- 
mined to bring their differences to 
a head with minimum additional 
delay, fearing that a continued 
state of indecision could prove al- 
most as detrimental as the ulti- 
mate possibility of their abandon- 
ing peace efforts. 

Meeting between the Ned E. 
committee representing 
COMPO and the TOA group head- 
ed by Ted R. Gamble, held in N. Y. 
last Thursday (7), was represent- 
ed as an “informal preliminary 
session” at which not too much was 
accomplished. The lack of defi- 
nite action apparently was caused 
by the absence of two members of 
the Depinet group. Harry Brandt, 
president of N. Y.’s Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn., and an offi- 
cial representative of Allied States 
Assn. both failed to show. It ap- 
pears that Depinet wanted the lat- 

(Continued on page 6) 








‘SUBSCRIPTION’ TELE 


GETS RAIBOURN NIX 


Toronto, Dec. 12. 

“Subscription” television stands 
little chance of success, in the 
opinion of Paul Raibourn, Para- 
mount Pictures veepee. While not 
mentioning Phonevision by name, 
he said he doubted that any scram- 
bling device could defy the “in- 
ventive genius” of the aver.ge 18- 
year-old. Raibourn’s thought ‘cleue> 
ly was that home viewers wou'd 
soon latch onto the knowledge of 
how to make set adjustments to 
unscramble the signals without 
fear of being billed by the spon- 
sors. 

Speaking before the Canadian 
Television Conference, Railbourn 
declared the average family is pay- 
ing $100 annually for a TV set 
purchase, installation and service. 
Seen as further explaining the 
drop in theatre attendance was his 
comment that home audiences are 
giving 10 of their 30 leisure hours 
weekly to TV viewing. When ra- 
dio first became popular, he added, 
it took six to seven hours of leis- 
ure time at home. 
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Major Circuits Await Initial B.0. 


Before Deciding Extent of Playing Time 


Increased flexibility in booking ¢ 
periods of neighborhood outlets of 
maior circuits is shaping as a Ma~- 
neuver to bolster the boxoffice. 
Instead of the automatic three-day- 
four-day week, or five and two, 
whichever happens to be custo- 
marv. chains are awaiting the inl- 
tial returns on a film before de- 
ciding the extemt of its playing 
time. 

While runs at the showcases al- 
most invariably are determined bys 
the film’s income from day to day, 
nabe spots in past have been dis- 
inclined to change their sched- 
ules regardless of business. If they 


> 





everated on a split week, they ad- 
tered to the timetable and rarely 
extended a run or cut it short. 
General feeling has been that the 
public had grown to a new show 
0 a given day, and any change in 
the sked would be confusing and 
detrimental. 


commercially 


New thinking, however, is in- 
clined to change in opening dates | 
es dictated by business conditions. | 
Specifically. when the pic stands | 
vo at the b.o.. it stays. Three or | 
four-day booking is not likely to 
be shortened if revenue is slight, 
but extensions of the run are on 
the increase where business 1s 
sirong. 

Most recent evidence of the new 
exhibitor attitude came to the fore 
in N. Y.’s metropolitan area, where 


the RKO nabe spots held 20th- 
Fox's “All About Eve” an extra 
day. This meant opening the new 


in violation of 
custom. Additionally, the same 
circuit is considering full-week 
runs in some situations which are 
now operating on a five-day-two- 
day basis as an experiment. RKO! 
has plaved pix for a full-week, but 
only sporadically, such as with 
“Joan of Arc.” Independents in 
the area also are testing the idea. 
If it works well, obviously it will 
become permanent policy. 


JERSFY AUIED BACKS 
NSS IN TRUST SUIT 


show a day later, 





Allied Theatre Owners of N. J. 
has come to the defense of Na- 
tional Screen Service in the lat- 


ter’s antitrust battle with a group 
of Philadelphia exhibs. Organiza- 
tional bulletin, signed by Wilbur 
Snaper. president of the N. J. unit, 
declared the group’s general re- 
lationship with NSS has. been 
“good.” 

Exhibs having difficulty with 
NSS were urged to visit the Allied 
unit’s office where adjustments 
would be sought. 


ITOO Warns on NSS Suit 


Columbus, O., Dee. 12. 

Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio last week joined several 
other exhibitor organizations in 
warning its membership of possi- 
bie pitfalls which would confront 
them if they intervene in a Phila- 
delphia antitrust suit against Na- 
tional Screen Service. Action was 
brought in Federal court last 
month by three exhibs who later 
formed the National Independent 
Motion Picture Exhibitors Pro- 
tective Committee. 


Secretary P. J. Wood cautions in 
the current ITOO bulletin that “it 
is not generally regarded as sound 
po'icy to commit one’s affairs to 
the uncontrolled” discretion of 
strangers.” Bulletin also points 
out that until the suit is found to 
be legally and ethically sound “‘our 
members can afford to wait and 
observe.” Hundreds of independ- 
ent theatremen have been invited 
by the Protective Committee to 
join in the litigation. 


Brotherhood Aides Set 


Local publicity 
Brotherhood Week. 
covering seven additional areas, 
have been named by Max E. 
Youngstein, in charge of promot- 
inz the observance. 

\ppointed were Frank La Failce, 
Worner Bros., Washington; Charles 
M Pincus, Intermountain Thea- 
tres. Salt Lake City; John Hesse, 





chairmen for 
Feb. 18-25, 


WB. New Haven: Thornton Sar- 
#ent, National Theatres, Los An- 
geles; Bob Moscow, Rialto Thea- 


tres, Atlanta; Jack Matlack, J. J. 
Parker Theatres, Portland, Ore., 
and William T. Hastings, 
Orpheum Theatres, Denver 





Southern California Exhibitor 


Sherrill C: Corwin 


enumerotes several proposals on 
how to 


Recapture Some of 
Those Former Film 
Dollars 


* * * 


an editorial feature in the 


fortheoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Stockholders OK 
Col. Bd. Up to 13 


Proposal that Columbia Pictures’ 
board be increased to a maximum 
of 13 instead of the present top of 
11 was approved by stockholders 
who attended the company’s annual 
meeting held at the New York 
homeoffice Monday (11). Resolu- 
tion was okayed by proxyholders 
representing 550.971 shares. Those 
holding only 21.390 shares dis- 
sented. Move to hike the board's 
numerical size reportedly stems 
from the management's desire to 
broaden the panel’s scope by add- 
ing top businessmen from other 
industries. 

When steps to amend the firm’s 
certificate of incorporation § are 
completed to enable the board in- 
crease, it’s expected that Lewis S. 
Rosenstiel, board chairman and 
prez of Schenley Industries, Inc., 
will be named to the group. Other 
new director has not as vet been 
designated. but he’ll be “some out- 
standing personality who will add 
strength and prestige” to the com- 
pany 











Existing nine-man Columbia 
board was unanimously re-elected. 
Oi some 583.579 shares represented 
by proxy at the session, 580,615 
were voted in favor of another 
one-year term for the nominees. 
Shares outstanding amount to 655,- 
788. There were no ballots cast 
ugainst the candidates. Renamed 
were prexy Harry Cohn, exec vee- 
pee Jack Cohn, A. Schneider, vee- 
pee-treasurer; Leo M._ Blancke, 
Nate B. Spingold. ad-pub veepee; 
Abe Montague, sales veepee; Don- 


ald S. Stralem. Henry Crown and | 


Arnold M. Grant. 

Meet’s business was disposed of 
in a brisk 25 minutes after the con- 
clave was called to order at 10 a.m. 
by secretary Charles Schwartz. Un- 
like some previous’ stockholder 
gatherings, there were no vitriolic 
discussions from the floor although 
Schwartz repeatedly urged the 
shareholders on hand to speak up. 

Sole query came from a Mr. 
Rosenfeld, who wanted to know 
why prexy Harry Cohn never at- 
tened the company’s annual meet- 
ings. Schwartz explained that “Mr. 
Cohn was very busy with produc- 
tion” and frequently was unable 
to spare the time. He added, how- 
ever, that it was untrue that Cohn 
“never attended” for he has ap- 
peared at some in the past. Mr. 
Rosenfeld seemed to be satisfied 
and had no further question. 

Before adjourning, firm of Price. 
Waterhouse & Co. was approved as 
Columbia's auditors and outside ac- 
countants. Vote was 577.908 with 
only 907 shares against. Jack Cohn 
presided at the conclave although 
Schwartz to all practical purposes 
conducted the affair. Those on the 
duis were Schneider, Montague 
and Spingold. About 40-odd indivi- 
duals attended. 

Following the stockholders’ 
meet. the directors convened and 
re-clected the entire present slate 
of officers. They are: Harry Cohn, 
prez; Jack Cohn, exec veepee; 
Schneider, veepee - treasurer: 
Schwartz. secretary, and Montague, 
B. B. Kahane, Spinzold. J. A. 
McConville, Louis J. Barbano and 
Lester Roth, veepees. 





_Following a meeting held in 
New York last week. Technicolor’s 
board declared a 50c per share 


RKO dividend payable Dec. 27 to stock- 


i holders on record Dec. 153, 





Johnston's Pitch 


Continued from page 4 


ing company received or will re- 
ceive less than substantially all of 
the properties of its predecessor, 
the acquiring company would have 
the right to use the base period 
earnings of its predecessor or an 
equitable allocation of apportion- 
ment thereof.... 

“Unfortunately the language is 
not broad enough to include the 
tvpes of reorganization which have 
been or will be affected by mem- 
bers of this industry. ... It is there- 


fore respectfully urged that the 
sub-paragraph be enlarged and 


clarified in order to give effect to 
the intended and desired result.” 

Johnston then explained that 
many of the film companies have 
their earnings blocked in foreign 
countries, and added: 

“In accordance with the law, 
these companies have deferred the 
inclusion of such foreign currency 
in their gross income until it be- 
comes. available in dollars. It 
would obviously be unfair to ex- 
clude this foreign blocked currency 
in computing the taxpayers’ base 
period earnings credit and at the 
same time include it in excess prof- 
its net income in any excess profits 
year when it may fortuitously be- 
come available in dollars. 

“The Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, and the House itself, recog- 
nized the equity of our position. In 
the bill, as it comes over to the 
Senate, is a provision to deal 
specifically with this vital problem 
of blocked currencies. . .. How- 
ever, additional language was add- 
ed which we feel might well negate 
the primary purpose of the amend- 
ment.” Johnston asked clarification 
of this. 








TOA-COMPO 











.———- Continued from page § 


ter on hand especially so that Al- 
lied’s views on a compromise ar- 


rangement would be obtainable on 
the spot. 
TOA’s proposal for extended 


COMPO board representation was 
given to Depinet a few weeks ago, 
it was said. The hope now is that 
the two sides will be able to get 
together within the next few days 
for a final showdown on the TOA 
plan. 

Reps of the all-(but TOA)-indus- 
try organization and the theatre 
eutfit are said to be wary ot dam- 
aging effects if the controversy is 
considerably prolonged beyond 
this point. TOA leaders want an 
early decision because any series 
of indecisive meetings might cause 
unrest among members in the field 
who'd be wondering “what's going 
on in N.. ¥." 

On the other hand, Depinet and 
his associates in COMPO will be 
handicapped in other organiza- 
tional matters until the TOA issue 
is decided and COMPO is free to 


set its course. Unrest among 
COMPO’s other members also is 


a possibility so long as the board 
representation persists as an is- 
sue, 

Sitting in with Depinet last 
Thursday were William F. Rodg- 
ers, Metro sales veepee, who rep- 
resented the distributors; Robert 
W. Coyne, COMPO’s general coun- 
sel, and Leo Brecher, repping 
Metropolitan Motion Picture The- 
atres Assn. Gamble was accom- 
panied by S. H. Fabian and Gael 
Sullivan. 











French Settlement | 


Continued from page 4 


due on the back payments, of 
which about $2,000,000 had already 
been paid at the time of the agree- 
ment. 

The pre-1947 coin was to be 
paid in 16 quarterly installments 
at the rate of 119 francs to the 
dollar. French government per- 
mitted seven of these payments to 
be made and then blocked any 
further remittances to all coms 
panies except Universal, RKO and 
Warner Bros. 

It maintained 
had already 
mitted 
means. 
tested this interpretation. 
Carthy’s trip resulted. 

The $500.000 differential left in 
France under the new McCarthy 
deal will be transmittable later at 
the less favorable present rate of 








that the others 
exceeded their per- 
remittances by various 


Me- 


| 350 franes to the dollar. 


Distribs immediately pro- | 


———— 


War Clouds Guarantee MPEA 
At Least 6 Months Added Life 





Republic's Sales Veepee 
James R. Grainger 


deplores 


Exhibs’ Slowdown on 
Showmanship 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











2)-Pix Exchange 
Bogs Arg. Deal 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 5 

After almost two vears of hard 
negotiating, any pact to permit the 
entry of new American pictures 
into Argentina now appears to be 
definitely bogged down by the in- 
sistence of the government's En- 
tertainment Board that the U. S 
must accept a specific number of 
Argentine films for distribution 
by American companies. Twenty 
pictures is the number most often 
mentioned, this native product 
preferably to be at a fixed amount 
in dollars per picture. Actually, 
all the two vears spent in confabs 


appears to have brought only an 
_agreement on the economic basis 


on which Yank pix were to enter 
Argentina. 

While the Argentine govern- 
ment months ago apparently 
okaved a pact to renew U. S. im- 
ports and a transfer of a substan- 
tial part of film company earnings, 
it now appears that nobody repre- 
senting the U. S. in the huddles 
took into consideration objections 
by the Entertainment Board or the 
Presidential press secretarist. Back 
of all this is an influential faction 
which owns a heavy stake in the 
principal local film stuidos, 

MPAA’s Slant 

This 20-picture guarantee situa- 
tion has been nixed from the out- 
set by the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America. The association’s at- 
titude has been that nobody should 
be forced to buy what is not 
needed or can't be used. How- 
ever, the Entertainment Board in- 
sists this condition be made an 
underlying proviso. This insistence 
on 20-film arrangement can easily 
bog down the whole deal. Joaquin 
Rickard, MPPA_ rep for Latin- 
America. has had some sharp ses- 


sions with Ernesto de Olivera. En- 
tertainment Board assistant direc- 
tor, with this gua:antee the core 
of all debates. 

Another development may break 
up the whole settlement Reports 
that Ministers of Finance, Treas- 
urvy and Economy were offering 
their resignations over a dispute 
in the railway workers’. strike 


might mean starting all over again. 
if new men take over at the top 
level. 


Rickard denied a _ report. that 
Paramount was seeking a_ deal 
similar to the one made recently 
by United Artists. allowing them 
to import a limited number of 
their pix as capital investment. 
This means that earnings from 


such films would stay in Argentina 
for re-investment as capital. A 
deal of this kind has been worked 
out by Eagle Lion covering a num- 
ber of British films. 

20th-Fox deal with Jocal studios 
for joint production of films in 
Argentina is still bogged down. 
However. the company has at last 
got the greenlight for release of 
“Tron Curtain,” Argentina being 
the last country outside the “cur- 
tain’ to lift a ban on the pie. 
United Artists also has had the 
ban lifted on “Monsieur Verdoux.” 


Bang-Up Trend 
Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

Universal-International started a 
fusillade when it shot “Winchester 
73.” the tale of a repeating rifle. 

Now Warners is coming out with 
“Springfield Rifie’ and Columbia 
has registered “Remington Rifle” 
‘and “Remington Gun.” 


* 





Uncertain war situation gave at 
least six months of additional life 
to the Motion Picture Export Assn, 
vesterday (Tuesday). Metro, set to 
pull out of the co-op distribution 
agency in Japan, agreed to go along 
with the nine other member com- 
panies in extending MPEA opera- 
tions there until the end of 1951, 
thus assuring the organization's 
continued existence. 

Had Metro pulled out in Japarf 
at the conclusion of the present 
licensing period next June 30, 
other companies would have been 
forced for competitive reasons to 
follow. as they did in Germany, 
Result would have left MPEA with 
so little territory remaining to it, 
its demise would have been vir- 
tually certain. 

Metro’s plan to strike out on its 
own was given to the MPEA board, 
meeting under the chairmanship of 
Eric Johnston. in New York yester- 
day. Session was for 
the purpose of coming to a deci- 
sion as soon as possible on whether 
or not the companies would con- 
tinue under MPEA in Japan. They 
fee] they need all the time possible 
to start setting up their own or- 
ganizations in order to be prepared 
to operate on their own by next 
summer. 


\IPEA was organized by the ma- 
jors immediately after the war to 
handle problem territories. That 
included seven Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, four occupied countries and 
Holland and the Netherland East 
Indies. Irving Maas was switched 
from assistant foreign chief of 
20th-Fox to general managership 
of MIPEA, and has continued in 
that post ever since. 

Currency and political restric- 
tions have cleared up more 
speedily than was originally ex- 
pected, except in the Iron Curtain 


lands. where, of course, thev're 
practically hopeless. Holland was 
the first to move out from under 
the MPEA umbrella, followed by 


Germany and Indonesia. 

Since virtually nothing is coming 
or can be expected from the Soviet 
orbit lands. all that will be left 
to MPEA after Japan will be Korea 
and Austria. Decisions regarding 
Korea must obviously await war 
developments, but the country has 
always been included by the film 
companies in the Japanese opera- 
tion. 

Austria is also likely to leave the 
MPEA stand next year. Member 
companies have granted licenses to 
the co-op to handle their product 
in Austria only until next Aug. 31, 
and there’s a good chance that will 
be the end. 

MPEA operates physical service 
organizations for the member com- 
panies in Germany. Holland and 
Indonesia. It is possible that it will 
continue On some such abbreviat d 


basis, although it wouldn’t in that 
case need the highly competent 
exec staff that Maas has developed. 


\letro’s desire to get on its own 
results from the feeling that the 
MPEA was only a temporary post- 
War expedient and that the come 
panies should enter into regular 
commercial Competition as quickly 
as possible. For the moment, at 
least, the change away from MPEA 
Will not mean any added coin. All 
that is now being obtained from 
Germany and Japan are grants 
from the Economie Cooperation 
Administration and the Dept. of 
Defense, respectively. It is not exe 
pected that conversion of earned 
marks and yen will be permitted 
for some vears. 

MPEA was organized under the 
Webb-Pomerene act, which permits 
UL. S. firms to join together for 
operations outside of the country. 
It exempts these activities from the 
anti-trust laws. 





Par Joins Ballyhoo In 
. . 
Crosby ‘20th Year’ Fete 

Paramount is joining Columbia 
Broadcasting, Decca Records, 
Famous Music and Chesterfield 
Cigarets in plugging January as 
“Bing Crosby Moz.th,” in observ- 
ance of the singer's 20th year in 
show business. 

CBS plans include a special one- 
hour program in tribute te Crosby, 
With performers who have made 
recordings with him to participate. 
These include the Andrews Sisters, 
Louis Jordan and Ella Fitzgerald. 
Special campaign is being set by 
Chesterfield, the performer's radio 
sponsor, 
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Large Membership Turnout Gives Bd. 
Authority to Call Screen Writers Strike 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. ¢ 


Largest membership turnout in 
recent years overwhelmingly gave 
the Screen Writers Guild’s execu- 
tive board the authority to call a 
strike against any or all producers 
if producers refuse to negotiate a 
new basic agreement In line with 
Guild demands. Vote was 493-3. 
Resolution authorizing a strike, 
necessary, rejected proposals of 
producers in recently broken-off 
negotiations, particularly clauses 
relating to separation of rights, 
minimum wage scales and tele- 
vision rights. Leonard Spigelgass 
called for pledges for strike fund 
to be used only if and when strike 
Total of $96,500 was 

sums ranging from 


if 





is called. 
pledged, in 
$2 000 down. 

In New York yesterday (Tues.), 


the Authors League of America, 
parent body of the SWG, voted 
unanimously to support the guild’s 
strike action. League resolution 


declared 

“The Authors League has long 
been committed to the principle of 
a separation of rights. It there- 


fore firmly commends the SWG for 
standing firm in its demands for | 
such separation and pledges whole- | 


hearted support by the League of | 
any action that may be necessary | 


to achieve these demands.”’) 
Meeting got underway a half- 
hour later, with prexy Karl Tun- 


berg tracing history of negotiations 
for a new pact to replace the 1942 
agreement. Basie issues of dis- 
agreement were separation of 
rights, television, minimum sala- 
ries, advertising and billing, al- 
though latter wasn't brought up in 
producer confabs. Tunberg said the 
producers first okayed separation 

(Continued on page 29) 


Technical Point Voids | 
Order Requiring Pic 
Cos. to Show Records 


Salt Lake City, Dee. 12. 


Seven distributor plaintiffs in| 
the percentage action against S. L. | 
Gillette and Associated Amus. Co. | 
succeeded in upsetting the U. S. | 
district court order of Nov. 1, which | 
required the companies to produce 
all film rental records in the entire | 
Salt Lake area for the past nine | 
years, Following argument by dis- | 
tribs’ attorney, Edward A. Sargoy | 
(& Stein), of N. Y., Judge Willis W. | 
Ritter decided that hundreds of 
theatres other than those operated | 
by the defendant in the area were. 
Strangers to the fraud claim and 
irrelevant to the litigation. | 

The ruling, if sustained, would | 
be an important precedent for all 
distribs in all other percentage 
cases throughout the country, ac- 
cording to film attorneys. Exhib de- 
fendants in such actions often seek 
rental records covering a whole ter- 
reg and covering a lengthy pe- 
‘10a, 











Coplan in U.S. to Set 
New Distrib, Production 


With his International Film Dis- 
tributors committed to a larger 
Program in 1951, David H. Coplan 
has arrived in New York to scout 
for independent U. S. pix for re-| 
lease in Britain. IFD, which takes 


Many indie American films wheth- 
er made in U. S. or Europe, is 
handling “Black Jack,” Julien 
Duvivier production; “Rapture,” 


made in Italy, and N. Peter Rath-| 
von's “Torch.” “Rapture” opens | 
al N.Y Trans-Lux 60th Street the- 
atre today (13). 

While here, Coplan will confer 


‘ith indie producers on possible | 
ter Production in Britain. Orig- 
lally Film Classics was to have 


Participated in the project. 

_Coplan, who also heads Times 
= deat ot Inc., recently arranged 
coon whereby some #§ British- 
lone. uyStery films will be re- 
— d for TV in the U. S. by 
Sterling Television Co. i 





LOEW'S, INC., PREXY 
Nicholas M. Schenck 
is realistic that 
The National Economy 
Most Directly Affects 
the Filmgoing Habits 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Flagrant’ Abuses 
By Distribs Draw 
Allied Squawk 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 
Allied States president Trueman 
T. Rembusch and treasurer Charles 
Niles yesterday (11) met in the 
Melbourne hotel with the officers 


|/and board of directors of Mid-Cen- 


tral Allied to discuss “flagrant vio- 


| lations” by distributors of rights 


of independent exhibitors in the 
mid-central area. 

It was brought to the attention 
of Rembusch and Niles that pic- 
tures are being “illegally forced,” 
that the distributors are perpetuat- 
ing clearances that are unlawful, 
and, furthermore, the independent 
exhibitor is being discriminated 
against as to the availability of 
prints and playdates. 

It was also brought out that 
promises of the general sales man- 
agers made to the national Allied’s 
committee, of which Niles is a 
member, as to flat rental selling, 
are not being adhered to in mid- 
central. The abuses revealed were 
“so rampant” that Rembusch im- 
mediately appointed Niles to col- 
lect personally the information on 
any and all abuses of the recent 
court decision in the Paramount 
case. Rembusch further advised 
every Allied member to register his 
complaint to Niles. 


are: 


REMBUSCH EYES 


New Orleans, Dec. 12. 





itor-owned television system which 


would reach pix houses in all parts | 


|of the nation was described by 
Trueman T. Rembusch, president of 
national Allied States Ass’n, before 
members of the Gulf States divi- 


sion, meeting at the Hotel Roose- | 


velt here Wednesday (6). 
The proposed system, now under 


study, would make TV available to ' 


hundreds of small towns which 
would never have it otherwise, 
Rembusch said. The plan’s possi- 
bility depends upon getting for the- 
atre use the TV channels 2, 3, 4, 6 
and 6 VHF (very high frequency) 
now used by broadcasters. ‘““We are 
not trying to steal broadcasters’ 
frequencies,” he asserted. “They 
are going to be forced to quit those 
channels anyway.” 

He said that means the some 
8,000,000 TV sets now in use across 
the nation will be useless within a 
few years. 

“Radio and TV broadcasters have 
tried to conceal this,” he told dele- 
gates. “But opinion of those who 
know, including engineers of the 
FCC, is that TV must move up to 
the UHF (ultra high frequency). 


| ° e . 
| Receiving sets now in use cannot 
be converted to receive UHF with 


TV EVEN | 


Possibility of a national exhib-| 
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U-I Veep in Charge of Production 
William Goetz 


is another who's strong for 


New Faces 


and details what U-I is doing 
about it 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


UNESCO Chieftain 


Urges Pix to Tell 


| 
| 


~ Democracy Story 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 











Major Film Studios Undeterred 


AUGUST CHANNELS) By War Scare, Continue Foreign Prod. 


» Despite the current war scare, 


the major film studios presently 
planning production of pictures 
overseas are going full speed 
ahead with their plans. While not 
overly-optimistic about the world 
political situation, they figure that 
so long as the Government doesn’t 
clamp an embargo on their activi- 
ties, it’s safe to continue shooting 
abroad. 

At least one indie producer, on 
the other hand, who had intended 
lensing a pic on location in Italy, 
has apparently decided that dis- 
cretion is the better part of au- 
thenticity and has transferred his 
shooting activities back to HBolly- 
wood. Indie is Ernest Pagano, 
who is turning out “The Hypo- 
crite” for Casa Productions. 

Not even the majors, of course, 
are contemplating any production 
in the Far East because of the 
Korean fighting. Metro com- 
pleted its “Kim” in India last sum- 
mer, with the film now going into 
release. Twentieth-Fox is cur- 
rently lensing “Kangaroo” in Aus- 
tralia, which is considered outside 
the war zone. For the time being, 
those will be the only pictures to 
be lensed in that part of the world. 

Good Risks 

Otherwise, both M-G and 20th, 

which at the moment are the only 





Dougias H. Schneider, chief of two companies with product either 


any measure of success, he stated. the Mass Communications Depart- planned or now before the cameras 
That TV must move up to the UHF | ment of UNESCO, is making a jn foreign countries, figure their 


portion of the radio spectrum was | pitch for the cooperation of film investment 


reiterated last April by Wayne Coy, 
FCC chairman, Rembusch declared. 


Stating that these developments 
mean that VHF must eventually be 
| vacated by television broadcasters, 


Rembusch added that theatres must 
(Continued on page 17) 





Del Giudice Arrives 
In N.Y. to Negotiate 
Distrib on 8 Italo Pix 


Filippo del Giudice, former head 
,of J. Arthur Rank’s Two Cities 
| Films, planed into New York Mon- 
| day (11) from Italy for a two or 
three-month U. S. stay. While 
here he plans to negotiate Ameri- 
can distribution deals for eight 
| Italian pictures and also to lecture 
'on the “film crisis’’ confronting the 
, world. 

| Del Giudice’s U. S. arrival was 
| delayed for a number of weeks due 








| Specific com-|to the redtape surrounding the | 
' plaints to be investigated by Niles | McCarran Act. 


Reportedly, the 
| producer is one of the first private 


| studios, producers and writers in 
ithe work of acquainting foreign 
| peoples with the advantages of 
American democracy. Schneider, 
who recently returned from Paris, 
declared that films are more pow- 
|erful than books or sermons in 
| solving racial, religious and other 
problems in all parts of the world. 
| To date, he has held conferences 
| with Dore Schary, Frank Capra, 
| Collier Young, 
| Valentine Davies. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


PAR HITS 2-YEAR PEAK 
WITH 7 FILMS SHOOTING 


Hollywood; Dec. 12. 
Production on the Paramount lot 
during the next two months will be 
the heaviest in two years, with 
| seven features slated to start and 








four holdovers in various stages of | 


filming. ; 
Two December starters wiil be 

“When Worlds Collide” and “The 

Submarine Story.” Teeing off in 


1. Exhibitors cannot buy picture | Italian citizens to be permitted January will be “My Favorite Spy,” 


by picture or buy selectivity; 2. 


(Continued on page 31) 


OLD GROUCHO-KRASNA 





LEGIT AS BENNY PIC 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 


Film version of the Groucho 
Marx-Norman Krasna legiter, origi- 
nally known as “Time for Eliza- 
beth” and later as “April Fool,” 
will be made by the Wald-Krasna 





| unit at RKO as “Story for Grown- 


Ups” with Jack Benny starring. 


| Addition of “Grown-Ups” makes | 





| 
} 


a total of 10 completed scripts in | 


W-K story bank. Others are “Cow- 
poke,” “Clash by Night,” “The 
Harder They Fall,” “USO Story,” 
“Blue Veil,” “Girl Wanted,” ‘Ex- 
clusive Model,” “Size Twelve” and 
“The Middle of the Night.” 





Eye Latin Market 


For Yma Sumac Pix 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. | 

New indie unit was formed here | 
by Mrs. Helen Rathvon and Leith | 
Stevens to produce a series of pic- 
tures starring Yma Sumac, Peru- | 


| vian songbird. 


First film will be shot in Spain, 
in Spanish, aimed chiefly at the 
Latin-American market. Second 
will be made in Peru, in English. 
Series will-be financed by N. Peter 


Rathvon. Ne | 


| entry since passage of the law. 

Onetime Rank filmmaker has no 
production plans at the moment. 
But when he re-enters the field, 
Del Giudice said, he will concen- 
trate upon artistic subjects. Pro- 
ducer, who left Britain at the end 
of 1949 because “certain circum- 
stances made it impossible” for 
him to film pictures of the kind he | 
likes, charged that the current in-| 
dustry crisis stems from turning 
out stereotyped pix and ignoring) 
the mature audience. 

In the future, Del Giudice main- | 
tains, the production branch of the | 
industry would do well to film 
more “persuasive themes.” By get- 


| “The Rage of the Vulture,” “Cross- | 
|Paramount are Wailis-Hazen, Perl- 


_ berg-Seaton and Cecil B. DeMille. 


WB Theatre Staffers 


winds” and “The Greatest Show on 
| Earth.” Early in February, William 
Wyler starts “Detective Story.” 
‘Four currently shooting are ‘Here 
, Comes the Groom,” “Fort Savage,” 
, “Rendezvous” and “That’s My 
| Boy.” 


| 
' 





Somervell Back to Eng. 
After Signing U.S. Pact 


Rupert G. Somervell, undersec- 
retary of the British Board of 
Trade, returns to England today | 
(Wednesday) on the America after | 


ting away from “stereotyped” 
stories, he feels, we will be adapt- 
ing ourselves to new modes of the 
population. In the producer’s be- 
lief, TV is unimportant if we 
stress an intelligent approach. His 
aim, he declared, is to prove that 
there is ‘‘very great business for 
artistic pictures as long as they 


' are shown to the right people.” 








As Long As They Cry 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 

Shying away from the word 
“damned,” the Plaza theatre in 
nearby Burlington, Wis., gave 
the picture “The Damned 
Don’t Cry” a changed title “‘so 
as not to offend any of the citi- 
zenry.” 


a 12-day visit to the U. S. He was | 


guest in this country of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America. 

Somervell last week signed on 
behalf of the British government 
the new Anglo-U. S. agreement, 
which will be administered by his 
department. His time was spent in 
Washington and New York meeting 
'with various industry execs for a 
better understanding of their prob- 
! lems. 


Team Caulfield, Niven 
In Indie’s ‘Lady’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Joan Caulfield and David Niven 
will co-star in “This Lady Says 
No,” the first of three pictures to 





be made in 1951 by the new indie 


On its canopy and in *them* outfit, Ross-Stillman Productions. 


advertising it billed the film as 
“The Darned Don't Cry.” 


Filming starts Jan. 16 at Car- 
mel, Cal., with Ross as producer. 


in those pictures is 
worth the risk. Besides getting 
an opportunity to put their frozen 
currency to use, both studios also 
have studios in England which 
carry a hefty overhead whether 
they are in operation or not. Metro 


(Continued on page 78) 





‘Stay on the Lot As 


| Stanley Kramer, Robert Stillman, | 
Ida Lupino and /§ 


Overhead-Saver, Par 
Tells Its Indie Prods, 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
In a concrete step to keep studio 
overhead down, Paramount is re- 
quiring al’ ndies releasing through 


vit to shoot all future pictures on its 
‘lot. 
|Freeman reported in admitting new 


Only exceptions, Y. Frank 


policy, will be where firm buys an 


_already completed independent, as 


in case of “At War With the Army.” 
Pine-Thomas current contract 


permits headquarters off the lot 


and unit will remain at General 
Service Studios through 1951, when 
it’s expected new policy will be ern 
forced with expiration of pact. 
Indies currently affiliated with 





In N.Y. H.0. Meet 


More than 30 Warner theatre 
staffers are slated to attend a zone 
managers meeting to be held at 
the circuit’s New York homeoffice 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Harry M, Kal- 
mine, prez and general manager 
of the chain, will preside. Film 
buyers and h. o. execs will also be 
on hand. 

Zone managers attending will 
be James Coston, Chicago; Nat 
Wolf, Cleveland; I. J. Hoffman, 
New Haven; Frank Damis, Newark; 
Charles A. Smakwitz, Albany; Ted 
Schlanger, Philadelphia; M. A. 
Silver, Pittsburgh; George A. 
Crouch, Washington, and Ben H. 
Wallerstein, Hollywood. 





Balaban, Freeman In 
Briskin Policy Huddle 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Barney Balaban, Freeman and 
Paul Raibourn visited Sam Briskin 
at latter’s Palm Springs home over 
the weekend, discussing Para- 
mount’s production and policies for 
coming year. 

Briskin, recovering from a virus 
attack, will remain at the Springs 
for another week. Both Balaban 
and Raibourn returned to N. ¥. 


1 
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Halls of Montezuma 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Dec. jt. 
Twentieth-Fox release of Rober ‘ 
dee production. Stars Richard Widmark; 


y r ¢ k) Palance, Reginald 
features Walter (Jac nee, ioe, 


Gardiner, Robert Wagner, 
Richard Hylton, Richard Boone, Skip 
Homeier, Don Hicks, Jack Webb, Bert 


Freed, Neville Brand. Directed by Lewis 
Milestone. Written by Michael Blankfort; 
camera (Technicolor), Winton C. Hoch, 
Harry Jackson; music, Sol Kaplan; editor, 
William Rey we wn Dec. 6, °50. 

i time, 11 . . 
pag ee Domne biees Richard Widmark 
Pigeon Lane Walter ‘Jac kK) Palance 
Reginald Gardiner 


Set. JoWnsoMm.... cece. 

Cof*MaM ....-cccccccccces Robert Wagner 
Doc .. Dunele <aeeueuees Karl Malden 
Corporal Conroy.......- Richard Hylton 
Lt. Col. Gilfillan Richard Boone 
Pretty Boy Skip Homeier 
Lt. Butterfield Don Hicks 


Jack Webb 


Correspondent Dickerman , 
aay. Bert Freed 


Slattery ae 

Bat. ZelemkO....ciccecss Neville Brand 
Nurse sh Marion Marshall 
Private Whitney... Martin Milner 
De... ce heeneees Philip Ahn 
Capt. Makino .. Howard Chuman 
Romeo . Frank Kumagai 
Capt. McCreavy P Fred Coby 
Capt. Seaman ....ccosses Paul Lees 
2 rrr Tre Jack Lee 
Pharmacist’s Mate........-..-. Fred_Dale 
Frank es errr Chris Drake 
CN. css ca ececkeries George Conrad 
Radioman caneeee Harry McKim 
Marine Guard .ccoccess- Bob McLean 
PaskowicZ ....ccecsceccscs William Hawes 
BOWER... 0a sc000eeesetecae Roger McGee 
eS rrr rr re Clarke Stevens 


Helen Hatch 
Michael Road 


Aunt Emma 
Ship’s Capiain.. 





Twentieth-Fox has a rugged war 


film in “Halls ot Montezuma.” 
There’s a_ fine’ patriotic note 
struck in the account of Marine 
heroism during the fierce South 


Pacific fighting of World War II, 
plus a generally smart commer- 
cial handling that gives it a favor- 
able boxoffice outlook. Principal 
marquee assets are Richard Wid- 
mark and Technicolor, 

Rather than a presentation of 
mass battle, film deals intimately 
with a small group of Marines 
under the command of Widmark 
and how it fulfills a mission to 
take Jap _ prisoners for ques- 
tioning. Footage is long, 113 min- 
utes, but after the slow, 22-minute 
character establishment, the pace 
and tension are such that there 
is no feeling of great length. 

Michael Blankfort’s script 
Lewis Milestone’s direction 


and 
carry 


a lot of authenticity. There are no 
bravado heroes, only men _ who 
have the courage to face their 


grim job and come through suc- 
cessfully. Aiding the stamp of 
realism are integrated actual war 
clips, plus the fullscale, simulated 
battle exercises lensed at Camp 
Pendleton. 

This footage gives a great specta- 
cle to back up the intimate account 
of Widmark’s fighters. Opening 
shots feature flashbacks to ac- 
quaint the audience with the Ma- 
rines as civilians and show their 
strengths and weaknesses. After 
they hit the beach, however, it's 
a straight-line plot of combat as 
the group is assigned to capture 
prisoners so a Jap rocket base can 
be located and destroyed before 
t wipes out the Marines’ amphibi- 
ous assault. 

Individual performances brought 
out by Milestone’s direction all 
click. Widmark is exceptionally 
good as an officer who masks his 
fear and encourages his men to 
face death. Reginald 
adds some lightness as a Marine 
sergeant who scoffs at regulations. 
Karl Malden stands out as the 
pharmacist’s mate who, in his own 
inarticulate way, chronicles a 
message that explains the reason 
for the war. Bert Freed is an- 
other registering as a tough fighter 
who sets up his private still in each 
foxhole. et 

Among the many others giving 
most able accounts are Walter 
(Jack) Palance, Robert Wagner, 
Richard Hylton, Richard Boone, 
Skip Homeier, Don Hicks, Jack 
Webb, Neville Brand. There are 
only two femmes 


= 











Rapture 

“Rapture,” Italian-made with 
English dialog, which opens at 
the 60th St. Trans-Lux, N. Y., 
today (Wed.), was reviewed in 
Variety from Rome, May 9, 
1949. Reviewer Tubb noted, 
“the first film of Goldridge, 
Inc. ‘David M. Pelham, John 
Shepridge, Robert Goelet. Jr.), 
it has a decidedly Italian flavor 
with an eve to American audi- 
ences.” Review also stated: 
“lacking in top stars and pro- 
duced on a modest budget, it 
should be an interesting, un- 


usual film in lesser first-run 
and nabe_ houses.” Review 
continued; “it should earn 


word-of-mouth comments in 
the states as well as Italy and 
Latin countries.” 

Yarn deals with an American 
artist who runs out of inspira- 
tion in Italy until he finally 
comes across a beautiful, but 
mentally ill gal, with whom he 
falls in love and uses as a 
model for a statue. Cast is 
headed by American actor 
Glenn Langan and Swedish 
actress Elsy Albion. Film is 
being released in the U. S. by 
Eagie Lion Classics. 


Gardiner | 


| Marion Marshall ig seen briefly as 
‘a nurse. Philip Ahn, Howard 
/Chuman and Frank Kumagai ex- 
|pertly limn the Jap prisoners, — 
| Robert  Basslers _ production 
framing rings with realism and in 
the technical phases he has given 
the film experts to assure the 
values. Theres only one minor 
flaw—a number of abrupt scene 
cuts. Winton C. Hoch and Harry 
Jackson did the ace lensing job, 
and Fred Sersen contributed the 
smart special photographic effects. 
Sol Kaplan’s music score makes 
telling use of the stirring Marine 
Hymn and other martial cleffing. 
Brog. 


At War With the Army 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Paramount release of Abner J. Gresh- 
ler-Fred F. Finklehoffe production. Sjars 
Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis: features Polly 
Bergen. Directed by Hal Walker. Written 
by Finklehoffe; based on a play by 


B. Allardice;: camera, Stuart Thompson; 
songs, Mack David and Jerry Livingston. 
Tradeshown Dec, 7, ‘50. Running time, 
92 MINS. 

Set, PUCCINGIE sicocseeseces Dean Martin 
Pie. Morwit..ccscese cocccecs s CCKTyY Lewis | 
me, BOOTED occeetaese eee8 Mike Kellin 
arr eveeses Jimmie Dundee | 
e, MEET EETET woes... Dick Stabile | 
Cpl. Clark verre ee Tommy Farrell 
Cpl. Shaughnessy......... Frank flyers | 
Sgt. Miller err rey eee Dan Dayton } 
a ae ES | re William Mendrek | 
LA. DAVORDOES <6 66ccesecs Kenneth Forbes 
PVG. BAWOPGE.:vcceccess Paul Livermore | 
BR OS ee ry Perry | 
Millie eye rey et ee Jean Ruth 
Mrs. Caldwell..... eceeee. Angela Greene | 
SOGINR. <5 ca cacdaseebekesé Polly Bergen | 
COURG! « sévcsces ecccccese DOugias Evans | 
SPUMICE 64 9:94-9.5:00 bORO OR Ceo Steve Roberts 
COTES sv sesceesceusseass Al Neglo | 
TS.) aierrerrereter Dewey Robinson 


Showcasing of the vocal talents 
of Dean Martin and the hilarious 
comedy of Jerry Lewis gives a 
spark to “At War with the Army” 
that should return a handsome 
profit at the boxoffice. It’s a corn- 
ball affair that euts the cob down 
to the quick for the gags and situa- | 
tions that continually belt the risi- | 
bilities. 

Film was turned out inde- 
pendently by Abner J. Greshler 
and Fred F. Finklehoffe and then 
taken by Paramount for release. 
Production quality reflects the 
comparatively small budget, but 
entertainment merit more than 
makes up for what may be lacking 
in the physical trappings, particu- 
larly when Lewis is carrying the 
ball. 

Finklehoffe also scripted, bas- 
ing film on a play by James B. 
Allardice. Legit origin is appar- 
ent, as pratically all of the scenes 
are played off in single settings. 
Locale of the plot is an Army base, 
with Lewis in the tailored role of 
a sad sack who ean do nothing 
right. Martin plays a conniving 
first sergeant as foil for the Lewis 
shenanigans as the loose writing 
rambles along setting up situations 
for songs, a dance and comedy. 

Opening montage seqeunce 
needs trimming, and the first tune, 
“Beans,” is stretched too long, but | 
after this is out of the way, pace, 
set by Hal Walker’s direction | 
doesn’t lag. There’s actually not 
much story to tell, so he does well 
to give a seemingly good pace to 
episodes. 

, Lewis’ comedy licks come first 
with the “Beans” song and con- 
tinue as he frustrates sergeants 
and commissioned officers with 
general ineptness. Martin is in for 
a song, “Tonda Wanda Hoy,” later 
reprised by Lewis when he skips 


the base disguised as a_ blonde | 


siren. Third Mack David-Jerry 
Livingston number is vocaled by 
Martin and Polly Bergen in a re- 
cording booth scene. 

There’s real fun and a telling 
_mastery of pantomime in Lewis’ 


reaction to the script situations. | 


As a team, Martin & Lewis score 


solidly with a takeoff on Bing | 
in the cast. Crosby and Barry Fitzgerald, and | 
While | 


Lewis’ solo dance is a wow. 
it is Lewis’ show, Martii. gets over 
strongly and there are several 
stout assists from other cast num- 
bers. 

|. Among these are Jean Ruth, a 
dumb-dora who sets off one string 
‘of events when she seeks out Mar- 
tin to break a date because she is 
‘now married. She has much more 
|'footage than the featured Polly 
Bergen, as does Angela Greene, 
as the wife of William Mendrek, 
post captain. Mike Kellin, Jimmie 
Dundee, Tommy Farrell, Frank 
Hyers, Kenneth’ Forbes, Paul 
Livermore and Douglas Evans do 
their share in setting up the 
‘chuckles. 

| Okay lensing by Stuart Thomp- 
son and musical direction 
Joseph Lilley are anong the tech- 





/nical credits. Brog. 

| ‘Goldbergs’ Preem 

| Paramount will preem “The 
Goldbergs” at the Midtown the- 


atre, Philadelphia, Dec. 23, with 
Gertrude Berg and others of the 
cast: joining in the celebration. 

| Miss Berg and the other per- 
| formers will be in the town three 
days prior to the opening for local 
|radio and television appearances, 
‘and ballyhow. 


Ji 2S | z 
mes! western chase action. 


i Song) 


by | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Halls of Montezuma” (Col- 
or) (20th). Solid World War 
II melodrama of Marine action 
in the South Pacific. 

“At War with the Army” 
(Songs) (Par), Martin & Lewis 


in screwball comedy. Good 
biz outlook. 
“Grounds for Marriage” 


(Songs) (M-G). Pleasant com- 
edy sparked by Van Johnson 
and Kathryn Grayson. 

“The Redhead and the Cow- 
boy” (Par). Western-localed 
spy melodrama. Good names 
but only fair entertainment. 

“The Second Face” (ELC), 
Weak drama of a girl who re- 
juvenates her features through 
plastic surgery; for duals. 
Passage” 





“Sierra (Songs) 
(Mono). Fair combination of 
} minstrel show flavor’ with 


“Frontier Outpost” (One 
(Col). Satisfactory 
Charles Starrett entry for oat- 
er followers. 

“The Naked Heart” (British) 
(B-L), Michele Morgan, Fran- 
coise Rosay drama limited for 
U. S. dates. 

“King of the Bullwhip” 
(Realart). Just fair program 
western with Lash LaRue, Al 
St. John. 

“Highly 
ish) (GFD), 


Dangerous” (Brit- 
Despite Margaret 
Lockwood, Dane Clark in 
starring roles, meller rates 
only mild boxoffice outlook. 

“You Can’t Fool An Irish- 
man” (Bell). Poor Irish come- 
dy strictly for Hibernian audi- 
ences. 








Grounds for Marriage 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dee. 12. 


Metro release of Samuel Marx produc- 
tion. Stars Van Johnson, Kathryn Gray- 
son; features Paula Raymond, Barry Sul- 
livan, Lewis Stone, Reginald Owen. Di- 
rected by Robert Z. Leonard. Screenplay, 
Allen Rivkin, Laura Kerr; story, Samuel 
Marx; camera, John Alton; music score, 
Bronislau Kaper; editor, Frederick Y. 
Smith. Tradeshown Dec. 6, ‘50. Running 
time, 89 MINS 
Dr. Lincoln I, Bartlett...... Van Johnson 
Ina Massine .. ..... Kathryn Grayson 
Agnes Oglethorpe Young. .Paula Raymond 
Chris Bartiett....... Barry Sullivan 
Dr. Carleton Radwin Young Lewis Stone 


Bers BAROOIUE . 0.60:0006.00 Reginald Owen 
Dr. Engelstaat..ccccses: Richard Hageman 
RONEN. «+s stegedeeseoas ws Theresa Harris 
CR BEV OE,, 6 66:6606e0d cone ..Guy Rennie 
**Rodolpho” Richard Atckison 
Narrator Milton Cross 


‘Firehouse Five Plus Two” Themselves 

Pleasant comedy and good music 
shape “Grounds For Marriage” as 
an entertaining film for general 
release. Situations 
principals are involved in the farec- 
ing are not particularly new, but 
writing, direction and playing give 
them a slick presentation that will 


find favor. And there are several | 


highlight sequences that will Fate | Spencer and Ray Teal, the latter gan, 


strong guffaws. 

Van Johnson is a young nose 
and throat specialist, engaged to 
the daughter of his associate, but 


still pursued by his ex-wife, opera | 


singer Kathryn Grayson. Latter is 


a determined young lady who in-'| 
tends to get her man back from) 
Paula Raymond and goes about the | 


task with a pleasing pertness that 


is spiced by her vocalling of three | 


numbers. Johnson registers ably 
as the pursued male. 

“Hymn to the Sun,” an excerpt 
from “La Boheme” and a funny 
dream sequence using “Carmen” 


scenes take care of the more clas- | 


sical musical portions. For a pop 
, note, the Firehouse Five Plus Two 
| bats out some razz-ma-tazz and 


the gyrations on the latter. 


Johnson doing both tenor and 
baritone, with dubbed-in voices, to 
Miss Grayson’s Carmen, while Mil- 
ton Cross narrates, sharpens the 
dream sequence, Miss Grayson’s 


Mimi, aided by Richard Atckison | 


as Rodolpho in “La Boheme,” is 
beautifully done. Another high 
spot, for comedic effect, is John- 
son's lecture on the common cold, 
| delivered while he fancies himself 
‘atching one from a draft. 
Direction never lags under 
Robert Z. Leonard’s handling, and 
he points up the bits of business 
to be found in the Allea Rivkin- 
Laura Kerr script. 


such as Miss Grayson's loss of 


voice, add to the general pleasant | 


affect. 
Helping sell the comedy are 
Miss Raymond. Barry Sullivan, the 


toy-manufacturing brother to John- | 


son; Lewis Stone, Miss Raymond's 
father; Reginald Owen, opera im- 
presario; Richard Hageman, 
Theresa Harris and Guy Rennie. 
Samuel Marx did the story on 
which script was based as well as 


giving the production presentation | 


a pleasing gloss for John Alton’s 


cameras. Johygny Green swung the | 


baton over the Bronislau Kaper 
score, and the excellently staged 
opera excerpts were handled by 
| Viadimir Rosing. Brog. 


in which the, 


“Charleston,” with Johnson doing | 


al Dialog comes | 
off neatly, and several gimmicks, | 


The Redhead and the 
Cowboy 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 


Paramount release of Irving Asher pro- 
duction. Stars Glenn Ford, Edmond 
O’Brien, Rhonda Fleming; features Alan 
Reed, Morris Ankrum, Edith Evanson, 
Perry Ivins, Janine Perreau, Douglas 
Spencer, Ray Teal. Directed by 
Fenton. Screenplay, 


Marquis Warren; camera, Daniel L. Fapp; 
editor, Arthur Schmidt; music score, Da- 


ning time, 82 MINS. 
Gil Kyle 


EE Pe Ie re OP 
ceeccee scccecoocese MOFFIs ANKFUM 
.Edith Evanson 

Perry Ivins 


Lamartine ... 
Sheriff 
Mrs. Barrett ..cccccscecece 
Mr. Barrett .. 


eeeeeeteees 








Mary Barrett ...........Janine Perreau 
oy Meer ere eeeesse Douglas Spencer 
cee Caccecvecss Ray Teal 
| Captain AndrewB...e.eees- 

Munroe .....ceccccececeee King Donovan 

GUM .ctctncecoecue eocececess 
} 

A spy hunt, laid in the west 


during the closing days of the war 
| between the States, sets up the ac- 
ition melodrama to be found in 
i“The Redhead and the Cowboy.” 
|The outdoor flavor is good, as are 
|\the marquee names, providing 
'some help to head it for average 
jreturns in most situations, al- 
though entertainment value is not 
|always satisfactory. 

Story has a tight-lipped unfold- 
iment, the terseness being carried 
to the point of obscurity as both 


| 





Leslie | 


Jonathan Latimer, | love for her alone. 
Liam O’Brien; based on story by Charles | 


} 
| 


plastic surgeon to improve upon 
nature. 

With her newly acquired beaute.- 
ous profile, Miss Raines starts a 
quest to find the annonymougs 
“Prince Charming,” for she’s con- 
vinced that his motive in shoulder. 
ing the bill was entirely due to his 
Benefactor 
turns out to be novelist Bruce 
Bennett, her onetime employer, 


vid Buttolph. Tradeshown Dee. 5, ’50. Run-/ and both agree to share e.ch 
Glenn Fora Other’s destinies without further 


Dunn Jeffers...... Joo00 Edmond O’Brien qualms, 
Candace Bronson........Rhonda Fleming | 


While it’s true that a pretty face 
is a decided asset to a girl, still a 
homely girl in real life couldn't 
possibly have suffered the amount 
of brushoffs and insults that scrip- 
ter Eugene Vale conjured up. Af- 


-. Ralph Byrd | ter all, there’s such a thing as tact, 
Tom Moore Which appears to have been over- 


looked by most of this picture’s 
characters. 

Cast in a role that most actresses 
certainly wouldn’t go out of their 
way for, Miss Raines does the best 
she can under the circumstances, 
Bennett gives a dignified inter- 
pretation as the writer. Rita 
Johnson is rather artificial as a 


designer with whom the Ugly 
Duckling shares an apartment, 
John Sutton scores as a cad while 
| Patricia Knight impresses in a 
brief bit as a “love thief.” Sup- 
porting players include’ Roy 


Roberts Jane Darwell and Pierre 


characters and audience are kept Watkin. 


in the dark by the step-by-step de- 


| 
| 
| velopment. 


Direction of Jack Bernhard is 


However, method of’ fairly good in view of the difficulty 


| telling generates suspense and had of making such a plot plausible. 
inot plot fallen apart near its cli- | 


mactie stage, overall effect would | favorably as does the musical score 
'of Raoul Kraushaar. Producer Ed- 


{have been good. 


Rhonda Fleming is the redhead) ward 


of the title. 


‘message through to the leader of 
Confederate forces waiting to at- 
,tack a gold train, Glenn Ford is 
the cowboy, intrigued by the red- 
head and also needing her as a 
witness to clear him of a murder 
‘rap. 
spy stations, he chases. They oc- 
casionally catch up with each other 
long enough for some adult ama- 
tory didoes. 

Going along with the cowboy on 
the chase is Edmond O’Brien, 
undercover Union officer who 
helps Ford and Miss Fleming so 


he can get to the Confederate 
leader. This buildup holds inter- 
est over the course until Alan 


Reed comes on as the rebel chief. 
The ten-twent-thirt style of de- 
livery is entirely out of keeping 


with the good flavor maintained Sherif 


up to that point by Leslie Fenton's 7 
direction, and story weakens by | 
having Reed a discredited officer western action and minstrel show 
who aims to keep the gold and life that will find its best playoff 
,in the smaller family situations, 


the gal. 
The three stars rate themselves 


Paul Ivano’s camerawork stands up 


Leven wrung maximum 


. A southern sympa-| physical values out of a modest 
|thizer, she is detailed to carry a pudget. 


Gilb, 





Sierra Passage 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dee. 11. 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 


When she starts her tour Of | production. Stars Wayne Morris; features 


Lola Albright, Alan Hale, Jr., Roland Win- 
ters, Lloyd Corrigan. Directed by Frank 
McDonald. Screenplay, Warren D. Wand- 
berg, Sam Roeca, Tom W. Blackburn; 
camera, William Sickner; editor, Leonard 
W. Herman: music score, Edward J. Kay; 
songs, Bobby Burns, George Howe, 
Charles Dixon, Max Goodwin, Hugo Peret- 
ti, Herb Pine. Previewed Dec. 8, 50. Run- 
ning time. 80 MINS, 







Johnny Yorke....... eeeees. Wayne Morris 
eee ‘ «++» Lola Albright 
WOMOS. iscacs .»- Alan Hale, Jr. 
Re +» Roland Winters 
Thad King ......e+.eeee..-Lloyd Corrigan 
SUG TORRSi 64 cccccs coccee Jim Bannon 
Andy . Paul MeGuire 


.. Billy Grey 
. Richard Karlan 
Terrirrr err ere George Eldridge 


This is a folksy combination of 


Pace is leisurely and script is in- 


well in the top roles, and there clined to gab over the 80 minutes 
are a number of other good per-|of running time, but overall pre- 


formances, including 
Ankrum, Edith Evanson, 


Ivins, Janine Perreau, Douglas 


M orris | sentation is pleasant enough to get 
Perry by in the intended market. 


Roland Winters and Lloyd Corri- 
minstrel show operators, 


'pair as Union mercenaries follow- adopt a small boy when his father 
‘ing the three principals on the’ is killed by robbers. The boy 
‘long chase through rugged west- grows up into Wayne Morris, nor- 
|mal except for his plan of ven- 


ern country. 

Fenton spots several strong, 
suspenseful action sequences in 
directing the Jonathan Latimer- 
Liam O’Brien script, based on a 
Charles Marquis Warren 
Irving Asher’s production achieves 
an excellent outdoor flavor, shown 
‘to advantage by Daniel L. Fapp’s 
| lensing. Brog. 





The Second Face 


Eagle Lion Classics release of Edward 
J. Leven production. Stars Ella Raines, 
Bruce Bennett, Rita Johnson, John Sutton, 
Patricia Knight. Directed by Jack Bern- 
hard. Screenplay and story, Eugene Vale; 
camera, Paul Ivano; editor, Chris Nyby; 
music, Raoul Kraushaar. 
| N. Y., Dee. 7, 50. Running time, 77 MINS. 
' Phyllis Holmes.. Kae 

Paul Curtis... cccccccccecs 
Claire Elwood...... 
Jerry Allison... 
Lynn Hamilton,.. 
Allan Wesson ... 
Mrs. Lockridge... 
| Mr. Hamilton... 


sere eeeere 


Bruce Bennett 







ees... John Sutton 
...- Patricia Knight 
»+.». Roy Roberts 
ees. Jane Darwell 
.. Pierre Watkin 





“The Second Face” is a modern- 
'ized version of the Ugly Duckling 
which shapes up mainly as support- 
ing material for the duals. Film 
recounts the troubles of an un- 
' attractive businessgirl who unsuc- 
| cessfully tries to advance herself 
both romantically and economi- 
cally. Unfortunately, the story 
seldom becomes believable despite 





| Valiant efforts of the cast. 
 ecccamaaa however, may help the 

0. 

Secretary Ella Raines, who also 
is a talented dress designer, is 
blighted by an unsymmetrical nose 
and other unbecoming facial fea- 
tures. Although intelligent, she 
| heightens her physical disadvan- 
tages by dowdy attire and a bristly 


hair-do. She has an unpleasant 
'life, indeed, filmgoers are told 


| through flashback. 

 - Raines is aware that she’s 
the 
rebuffs any or all males whom she 
suspects of pitying her. She wants 


a genuine love, not a love of cou- | 


' descension. When an auto acci- 
dent mars her face still further, 
| some mysterious outsider hires a 


story. | 


Ella Raines | 


Good | 


“plain” type and_ studiously | 


geance. Winters, show’ sharp- 
shooter, has taught Morris all the 


| tricks of the trade and made him 
_a star of the traveling troupe. 


As the show roams through the 


west, Morris continually searches 


| 
| 
| 
| 


for his man, Alan Hale, Jr., and is 
certain he will find him. Script 
skips through the chase motivation, 
with Morris just missing his prey 
on too many occasions before fi- 


‘nale finds him—not gunning the 


man down, but only crippling him 
so he can no longer ply his side- 


| line gambling. 


Score is scattered through with 


Tradeshown, typical period minstrel tunes as 


well as three newer numbers, two 
of which have been published. Trio 


-».. Rita Johnson falls to Lola Albright, member of 


the minstrel troupe who ends up 


' 
| 





| 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Operation X 


“Operation X,” British- 
made, which opened at Loew’s 
State, N. Y., Saturday (9), was 
reviewed in Variety from 
London, June 28, 1950, under 
its original title, “My Daugh- 
ter Joy.” Produced and di- 
rected by Gregory Ratoff, film, 
starring Edward G. Robinson, 
Peggy Cummins and Richard 
Greene, was tabbed by review- 
er Myro as being “a vague and 
insincere piece of entertain- 
ment which cannot expect 
more than moderate returns 
from the home market and 
barely merits a place on the 
American screens.” 

Pic revolves around a finan- 
cial genius (Robinson) and his 
affection for his only daugh- 
ter (Miss Cummins), whom he 
eventually learns was not 
fathered by him. Greene por- 
trays a young American re- 
porter who exposes Robinson's 
financial career and falls in 
love with the daughter. 

Film is being released here 
by Columbia. 
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The perfect action-romance story for ROBERT MITCH- | = 7 — Jack H. Skirball and Bruce Manning present BETTE 
UM and JANE RUSSELL. A John Farrow Production, |. DAVIS and BARRY SULLIVAN in a powerhouse fam- 
with VINCENT PRICE, TIM HOLT and CHARLES Mc- g@ =~ ily drama, with JANE COWL, KENT TAYLOR, BETTY 
GRAW. Produced by Robert Sparks. Directed by John © J LYNN. Produced by Jack H. Skirball. Directed by 
Farrow. Curtis Bernhardt. 





GAMBLING HOUSE 


Striking drama of a girl prisoner and of life “outside”, VICTOR MATURE, TERRY MOORE, WILLIAM BENDIX 
starring LIZABETH SCOTT, JANE GREER and DENNIS in high-tension action melodrama. Produced by War- 
pe 90 Produced by John Houseman. Directed by * ren Duff. Directed by Ted Tetzlaff. 

John Cromwell. 
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IS IT HUMAN OR INHUMAN? 
EARTHLY OR UNEARTHLY? 


WILL IT DESTROY US ALL? 
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Showmanship at its exciting peak! A fearsome, thrill- DANA ANDREWS, CARLA BALENDA, CLAUDE 
ing, out-of-this-world exploitation special! Players to RAINS in the exciting sea-spy and romance melo- 
fit hitherto unheard-of roles! Produced by star-maker | drama made from the best-selling novel and Saturday 
Howard Hawks. Directed by Christian Nyby. A Win- 974 Evening Post serial by Edmund Gilligan. Produced by 
chester Production. Warren Duff. Directed by Alfred Werker. 
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Down-to-earth comedy with up-in-the-sky songs. Star- 
ring FRANK SINATRA, JANE RUSSELL, GROUCHO 
MARX. Produced by Irving Cummings, Jr. Directed by 
Irving Cummings. 


First of the famed Tarzan pictures to be filmed on 
actual location in the heart of wildest Africa itself. LEX 
BARKER, VIRGINIA HUSTON, CHEETA and others 
in the Sol Lesser Production directed by Byron Haskin. 
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Dark deeds and sultry romance in old New Orleans. 
Starring ROBERT MITCHUM, AVA GARDNER, MEL- 
VYN DOUGLAS, with LUCILE WATSON, JANIS CAR- 
TER. A Robert Sparks-Polan Banks Production. Di- 


rected by Robert Stevenson. 


A rousing, big-scale, up-to-the-minute drama of air 
and ground-force war in Korea, much of it filmed in 
actual locations in Japan and Korea. Directed by Ted 
Tetzlaff. Big cast to be announced. 


0) 


my 


Wednesday, December 13, 1950 


A highest-bracket Western in color by Technicolor. 
Starring ROBERT RYAN, CLAIRE TREVOR, JACK BEU- 
TEL, ROBERT PRESTON, WALTER BRENNAN. Directed 
by William D. Russell. Produced by Herman Schlom. 


Olympic Productions, Inc., presents a crackling mys- 
tery melodrama starring DICK POWELL and RHONDA 
FLEMING, with RICHARD ERDMAN, WILLIAM CON- 
RAD, REGIS TOOMEY, JEAN PORTER. Produced by 


Sam Wiesenthal and W. R. Frank. Directed by Robert 
Parrish, 
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SONS OF THE MUSKETEERS 


Fiery romantic adventure at its Technicolor best. Star- 
ring CORNEL WILDE, MAUREEN O’HARA, with 
ROBERT DOUGLAS, GLADYS COOPER, BLANCHE 
YURKA. Produced by Jerrold T. Brandt. Directed by 
Lewis Allen. 


The screen’s first big drama of the cowboy of today! 
Rodeo realism plus the life-drama of a man fighting 
for his place in a changing world. A Wald-Krasna Pro- 
duction, Directed by Robert Parrish. 
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The man who thought he was marrying an “ange 
married just a woman! Bright, modern romantic com- 
edy from the brilliant pen of Goodman Ace, famed 
wit and master of smart husband-wife repartee. 


CCC 


MOTHER OF A 


_ ae " oe 9 
Ege 
riggs ion 
Rai 
el 
= 
Soe 
een a 
Ragen 
oe 
oo 
Renan 
ee al 
ie alll 
I 
be oe 
ee 
gee antl 
ee 
cl 
ee 

| Saye 
oo 


——— 


The Filmakers uncover the inside drama of big-time 
tennis. CLAIRE TREVOR and SALLY FORREST starring 
in an Ida Lupino Production. Produced by Collier 
Young. Directed by Ida Lupino. 
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WALT DISNEY’S triumph! Ail-cartoon musical comedy, : , Adventure in the wickedest corner of the Orient. ROB- 
with the voices of ED WYNN, JERRY COLONNA, oe: ERT MITCHUM, JANE RUSSELL, WILLIAM BENDIX, 


STERLING HOLLOWAY, RICHARD HAYDN, KATH- sue THOMAS GOMEZ, GLORIA GRAHAME in a blast of 


RYN BEAUMONT. Color by Technicolor. yon, action produced by Alex Gottlieb. Directed by Josef 
yen Won Sternberg. 
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Technicolor, music and songs, girls, big-time show 
personalities—a glittering world of headline enter- 
tainment merry-go-rounding the glowing heart and 
soul of the USO. A Wald-Krasna Production. 


Winchester Productions’ wide-as-the-West picturiza- 
tion of A. B. Guthrie’s Book-Of-The-Month Club best 
seller. The crimson drama of the upper Missouri River 
frontier in 1830. Howard Hawks, Producer-Director. 


< 


+ . ‘ 
oe oe *, 


a) 


~* 


SOME EST hk Ho, Sore 
tp Ate et ee ® 


ol 6 Faded ih Rs 
Viet OW ie 
o%, ee eM 03 








Wednesday, December 13, 1950 VARIETY nd 


4% 
My Ft e iS oe We PR 
es ae? NA 
en A eae te, ce stigtatite Ags, 
io , 





i 


Sa 


JOHN WAYNE, JANET LEIGH, with JAY C. FLIPPEN a5 A feast of fashion and beauty, with the most beautiful 
in a terrific, timely; Technicolor blending of action and yey models of all nations, in the romance of a young 
romance, including most exciting air action ever filmed. %0s@$% woman buyer footloose in the smartest style-salons of 
Producer, Jules Furthman. Director, Josef Von Stern- Spedxox Paris. A Wald-Krasna Production. Color by Techni- 
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The roaring story of the B-36 bombers and their readi- § ome JANE RUSSELL and GEORGE BRENT in a Trucolor 
ness to take off for anywhere to deliver one or more Oe Western with sizzling dance-hall and outdoor action. 
A-Bombs. A thrilling action epic of America on the geet With SCOTT BRADY, FORREST TUCKER, ANDY “a 
alert. Producer, Robert Sparks. RN VINE. Produced by Howard Welsch. Associate Pro- 
ducer, Robert Peters. Directed by Allan Dwan. 











The stirring, dramatic saga of U.S. Marine flyers. 
JOHN WAYNE, ROBERT RYAN, DON TAYLOR, WIL- 
LIAM HARRIGAN in a skyful of action directed by 
Nicholas Ray. An Edmund Grainger Production. Color 
by Technicolor. 
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Dramatic realism! Gasping revelations! The truth about 
public dance halls, screened from the first-hand ac- 
count of a boy and girl who lived the life to give it 
to you—straight! A Wald-Krasna Production. 





Comedy-drama of the models who pose for the ads in 
the slick fashion magazines, told midst the glamorous 
and hectic world of photo studios, smart shops and 
tinsel cafe society. A Wald-Krasna Production. 
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TONY MARTIN, JANET LEIGH, ANN MILLER, EDD! 
BRACKEN, SMITH & DALE already at work. More big 
names on the way. Ten tunes; big dance numbers for 
the peak Technicolor musical. Directed by James V. 
Kern. 


= (This product announcement subject to change of pictures, fitles and release dates.) 
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(j. S. Film Future In 
England Much Better, 
Sez Gaumont’s Kent 


American film industry can look 
forward to a much better position 
in the British market, according to 
Lawrence Kent, 20th-Fox rep on 
the Gaumont British circuit board. 


Arriving in New York last week on 
the America, he _declared that 
Britain’s dollar position has mate- 
improved and if general eco- 
nomic conditions hold up, Holly- 
wood should be able to secure 
remittances in excess of the $17,- 
000.000 as specified in the current 
yne-vear Anglo - American film 
act ‘ement. However, the exec 
c tutioned that the outlook is only 
bright “provided something dras- 

doesn't happen. 
Theatre business, Kent observed, 
is ahead of last year’s, principally 
due to the improved quality of 
both British and American prod- 
uct. Favorable weather has also 
been a factor in upped grosses. He 
pointed out that television is no 
problem for British exhibitors for 
the country has but two stations 
and the sets in the hands of the 
public are relatively few. 

Kent discounted recent trade re- 
ports that the British film industry 
is facing nationalization. He re- 


rialls 





CAL. EX-EXHIB HAS SOME 
IDEAS ON SHOWMANSHIP 


Santa Mateo, Cal. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

You must receive hundreds of 
(letters each week on the subject, 
“What is wrong with show busi- 
ness?” So get prepared for another. 

Being what E. V. Durling would . 
call a “young oldtimer,” remem- | 
bering a Mary Pickford pic I saw | 
at the “Hik” in Fresno in the early | 
|20s, I still have an autographed | 
photo of “Horse’ Heidt from the | 
Grand Lake (Oakland) days, Fred | 
Thomson westerns playing first-run | 
at the American (Oakland) and a | 
|headful of memories that TV will | 


of 
| never erase. I have come to the 


Author-Comediaa 


Sam Levenson 
reflects on 


Humor and Prejudice 


(The Wholesome Influence of the 
Quip on Bigots) 


*. *« * 





one of the many byline features 
in the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 











VARIETY 
‘conclusion that the one thing miss- | 


ling is real showmanship. ‘4 TV COMMERCIALS 





| For years the people have been 
| presented with nice young men 
| standing in the lobby who write a 
|good hand, get the reports in on 
itime, practice bowing three times 
| each morning toward the main 
| Office, but never learning to say 
i“no!” or saying “my customers 
| would like to see something differ- 
ient!". There must be something 
| wrong, 


Following through on its re- 
cently adopted policy of providing 
television trailers for its product, 
Paramount has packaged four TV 
commercials for each of five new 
pix. Two 20-second spots and two 
one-minute clips are being made 


| “The fish stinks first from the | available for “Union Station,” 
head is a saying Al Finke of j “Tripoli,” “Let's Dance,” “The 
|Portland, Ore., repeated to me|Goldbergs” and “Mr. Music.” 

,many times when something went| Singing announcements by a 


| wrong in one of the houses I man- 


| girl trio are used in the “Dance” 
{aged for him Let the leaders of : 


|video copy. Gertrude Berg ap- 


SET BY PARAMOUNT | 


flected that these rumors occur |the industry get out of their corrals 
from time to time but nothing ever | of “yes” men and take one square 
actually develops. In Britain since | block in any town in the good old 
the first postwar years, the film|U. S. A. house-to-house, door-to- 


pears in the commercials for “The 
Goldbergs,” while the others are 
said to be likewise different from 
regular theatre trailers. 








topper is recovering from a back 
injury. He goes to the Coast Dec. 
18 and plans to stay in the U. S. 
aboul 10 weeks. 





Theatre TV Preem In 
Canada on Fuzzy Side 
Toronto, Dec. 12. 


First theatrical production of tel- 
evision in Canada teed off at the 


Imperial, 3,373-seater flagship of 
Famous Players (Canadian), with 
North American premiere here of 
“Odette,” plus personal appearance 
of Anna Neagle, star of film, and 


Herbert Wilcox, its producer, 

On a 21-by-17-foot screen, this 
depicted the lobby reception of 
Miss Neagle and Wilcox, together 
with interviews conducted by Bert 
Brown, FPC flack, and film crix of 
Toronto dailies. Screen reception 
was a bit fuzzy but, according to 
Wilcox, better than TV theatrical 
reception in Britain. Marked an- 
other distinction for Tom Daley, 
manager of the FPC flagship. Over 
20 years ago he inked the first 
sound film to be shown in Canada. 


Civil Service Tests 


An information specialist exami- 
nation to fill positions in the inter- 





national information program 
(Voice of America, films, press, etc.) 
will be held in New York and 


Washington, it was disclosed yes- 
terday (Tues.) by the Board of U.S. 
Civil Service Examiners of the 
State Dept. | Salaries range from 
$3,825 through $6,400 per year. 
Posts to be filled include those 
of radio dramatic writers, motion 
picture recording directors, radio 
and television program producers, 
film editors and kindred jobs. 
These berths, according to the 
board, call for a “sound knowledge 
of current international affairs.” 
Applicants should write or visit the 
board at 250 West 57th street, N.Y. 


Theatre TV 


=e (Ontinued from page 7 




















ask for the current frequencias 
how. “If not, they will be gobbled 
= other industries,” he pointed 
vu 

Rembusch said Allied has em- 
Ployed legal counsel to apply to 


the FCC for permission to appear 
al a theatre hearing in the spring 
of 1951, 

The Gulf States comvention 


Closed Wednesday (6) with a ban- 
quet. Officers were elected in the 

> S afternoon session. They are: 
on George of Shreveport, La., 
Le oent; Abe Berenson of Gretna, 
vod vice-president; Harold Bailey, 

= Orleans, secretary, and F, G. 
rat, Vacherie, La., treasurer. 


ojcewis Watts, Oil City, La, was 
dit Cted chairman of the board of 
~via Five directors elected to 
fiona terms were Berenson, 
‘wetenng L.. C. Montgomery, New Or- 
-_ Claude Darcie, Morgan City, 


aa ‘nd Kenneth Giddens, Mobile, 


|door, that is where the bucks are, 
| that is where the hibernating audi- 
| ences are. There isn’t much sense 
‘in asking $100,000-a-year men what 
is wrong with the business; they 
are putting lots of hours at their 
own trade, but the stock clerks, 
salesgirls and housewives are the 
jones who live in the big never-| several majors for release of re- 
never land that wants, needs and cently completed Cinecolor indie, 
craves entertainment. “Drums of Deep South.” Maury 

Let's face it: show business must | King reported Allied Artists, which 
change to come up with the times | had been expected to handle, won't 
or join the passing parade. The | get film because it didn’t come up 





Kings Dicker on ‘Drums’ 


As AA Deal Falls Thru 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 





audiences haven't stood _ still; | to expected figure. Film was an- 
Should the theatreowners and nounced by Steve Broidy, Mono- 
| operators? gram prez, Sept. 5 as included on 


At the moment I am not active in 
the business, but have kept track 
ithrough Variety. When the owners 
feel they wish to become associated Pic is initialer for newly formed 
with men who love, enjoy and want | King Bros. production of which 
to help the business I will ask for | Frank and Maury King, plus Herb 
a job (and so will hundreds of | Nussbaum were elected to board 
others). Until then they will just | at first annual stockholders meet- 


AA's releasing slate of six. New 
releasing deal is expected to be 
finalized this week. 





have to fight it out with the!ing over weekend. Officers are 
bankers, and those fellows are not; Frank King, prexy; Maury King, 
kidding! exec’ veepee; Herman King, sales 


Usko Eisenman 
P. S. This “old messback”’ is 31 
years old. 


veepee; Arthur J. Steele of N. Y., 
Lionel Sternberger of Los Angeles, 
Joseph Cohen of Frisco, vepees; 
Nusbaum,  secretary-treasurer; 
Clarice P, Weeks, assistant secre- 
tary. 


Wallerstein Named 
B&K V.P.-Gen’l Mer. 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

David B. Wallerstein has been 
named v.p. and general manager 
of Balaban & Katz, succeeding the 
late Walter R. Immerman. 

Wallerstein joined the theatre 
chain in 1926. Since 1947 he has 
been v.p. of B&K’s subsid Great 
States chain, and has been divi- 
sion manager of central and south- 
ern Illinois and Indiana. He will 
retain supervision of Great States. 





Polio Drive May Revive 
Hat-Passing in Theatres 


Indicating a possible resurgence 
of audience collections in theatres, 
the National Foundation for Infan- 
tile Paralysis this month will ship 
18,000 four-minute trailers to thea- 
tres throughout the U. S. for its 
March of Dimes campaign. Founda- 
tion hopes to achieve 100% cover- 
age in theatre collections, which 
dipped to $1,000,000 last year 
from the $6,000,000 obtained in 
1945, 

Trailer, produced this year by 
Metro and featuring Robert Young, 
his four daughters and an 8-week- 
old polio baby, ts titled “An Im- 
portant Day.” It’s to be distributed 
by National Screen Service. Pre- 
ceding shipment of the trailers, 
Gene Custer, Charleston, W. Va., 
exhibitor, will write individual 
letters to all exhibs pointing out 
how theatre collections can be box- 
_office insurance, since polio epi- 
demics have invariably forced the- 
atres to shutter. 

According to the Foundation, the 
biggest defection in audience col- 
lections has come from the major 
circuits. Small town and rural ex- 
hibs, it said, -have continued their 
plate-passing as part of their “com- 
munity service” functions. 








‘Snow Wine’ Due Soon 

With his Ray Milland starrer, 
“White Heather,” recently complet- 
ed in Britain, producer David Rose 
also has another British-made film 
coming up for release soon. Picture 
is “Snow Wine,” which he financed. 
Charles Vidor produced and direct- 
ed; Edward G. Robinson stars. 

Based upon an original by Hugo 
Butler and Ian McLellan Hunter, 


spring. 
played. 


Harry Kurnitz screen- 








“Start Singing, Mugg”’ 
By Allen Rivkin 
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Legion Nixes ‘Sinners’ 

“The Sinners,” French-made film 
which opened at the 55th St. Play- 
house, N. Y., last week, has been | 
placed in the “condemned” cate- 
gory by the National Legion of 
Decency. The Julien Duvivier- 
written and directed picture, ac- 
cording to the Legion, “glorifies 
illicit actions and contains material 
morally unsuitable for entertain- 
ment motion picture audiences.” 
Lopert Films is releasing in the 
U. S. 

Three other pictures were 
handed a Class “B” rating. They in- 
clude “Kansas Raiders” (U-I), 
“Platinum Blonde” (Col reissue) 





* * 
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King Bros. are dickering with | 


Tokyo. 

Tokyo Variety Club, recently or- 
ganized here with three former 
Variety Clubbers from U. S. as 
| charter members, got off to a good 
| start with its first charity benefit. 
'Initial show was staged in the 
| Tokyo Industrial Club and netted 
|more than 300,000 yen ($800) for 
| Japanese Red Cross Babies’ Home. 

Club is not yet fosmally or- 
'ganized but is negotiating with 
| Variety International for recogni- 
ition. Group expects to make of- 
| ficial application soon for affilia- 
tion. Acting Chief Barker is 





Commonwealth Film Corp., Ltd. 
Former Variety members from 
America are Lynn Cowan, Los An- 
geles; Norman Thomson, Philadel- 
phia, and Lawrence Ade, Washing- 
ton. Tokyo club includes both 
Japanese and Allied members. 
Latter are in the majority now but 





marily Japanese eventually. 
fit performance 
U. S. and Nipponese talent. 





London Variety Picks Canvasmen 
London. 


ain (Tent 36) has elected 11 new 
canvasmen to serve next year. 
The crew will be meeting within 
a fortnight to elect officers. At 
the request of C. J. Latta, the com- 
mittee has been widened to give it 
a greater Anglo-American flavor. 
J. Tom 


were elected: C. Latta, 





Green, Jack Hylton, W. J. Kupper, 
Jack Goodlatte, Charles L. Tuck- 
er, Max Thorpe, Sid Hyams and 
James E. Perkins. 





Herman Levy New Conn. Barker 
New Haven. 

Herman M. Levy, general coun- 
sel for Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, named Chief Barker for Vari- 
ety Club of Connecticut, Tent No. 
31; replaces Ray Wylie. Other of- 
ficers elected are Ben Simons, first 


‘assistant barker; George H. Wil- 


kinson, Jr., second assistant bark- 
er; Henry Germaine, property mas- 
ter, and Sam Germaine, dough guy. 





Leo Rosen Albany Barker 
Albany. 
Leo Rosen, managing director of 
the Fabian Mohawk and Saratoga 
drive-ins, elected chief barker of 
the Albany Variety Club at a meet- 
ing of the new crew. Rosen, one- 
time vaudeville pianist and night- 


theatres in Troy and Albany for 
years before entering the ozoner 
field. Other officers for 1951 
named are: first assistant chief 
barker, Charles Dortic; second as- 
sistant chief barker, Harold Gabri- 
love; property master, Nate Dick- 
man, and dough guy, Nate Winig. 


Meinhardi Heads St. Loo Tent 
St. Louis. 
John Meinhardi, district manager 
here for Fox Midwest circuit, 
elected barker of St. Louis Variety 
Club, Tent No. 4. Succeeds Joe 
Ansell. Other new officers are: 
first assistant barker, Herb~ Ben- 
nin; second assistant barker, How- 
ard Zulauf; dough guy, Louis K. 
Ansell, and property master, Rich- 
ard Fitzmaurice. 








Hall Baetz Tops Denver Tent 
Denver. , 
Hall Baetz, Denver city district 
manager for Fox Inter-Mountain 
Theatres, was elected chief barker 


were Wm. Hastings, first assistant 
barker; Duke Dunbar, second as- 
sistant barker; Ralph Batschelet, 








“Wine” was made in England last | 














and “Taming of Dorothy”. (ELC). 


property master; Harry Green, 

dough guy. 

Murray Whiteman Buff. Barker 
Buffalo. 


|. Murray Whiteman elected Chief 
| Barker of the Variety Tent 7 at 
the annual election. Other officers 

named are John G. Chinell, first 
| assistant chief barker; Jaines H. 
|Eshelman, second assistant; Rich- 
| ard D. Walsh, secretary; Robert C. 
| Hayman, treasurer. 





| Schwartz Picked by Cincy Again 
| Cincinnati. 
| Vance Schwartz remains as chief 
| barker of Tent 3, Variety Club, 


| for a second term. Elected to serve | 


‘with him are Jack Finberg and 
| Mel Martin, assistant chief bark- 
ers: Saul Greenberg, secretary; 
| and William Onie, treasurer. 





| Anderson Again Heads NW Tent 
Minneapolis. 


| Northwest Variety Club direc- | 


tors here reelected A. W. Ander- 
son as Chief Barker for the second 
year in’ succession. Under 
leadership, 


Leuwis Bush, Tokyo rep of British | 


plan is to make organization pri- | 
Bene- | 
featured both | 


The Variety Club of Great Brit- | 


Of the 22 nominated, the following | 
O’Brien, M.P.; Lou Wilson, Harry | 


club band leader, managed Warner | 


of Variety Tent 37. Others named | 


his | 
the club: has raised; RKO prexy Ned E. Depinet. 


Tokyo's New Variety Club Begins 
Functioning; Other Tents Name Execs 


nearly $500,000 for the University 
of Minnesota Heart Hospital proj- 
ect. Other officers named were 
Ben Blotcky and Bennie Berger as 
| first and second assistant Chief 
Barkers; Tom _ Burke, secretary; 
‘and John Branton, treasurer. 





Frisco ‘Trio’ Sponsorship 
San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

Variety Club in this city will 
sponsor the local premiere of 
| Paramount's “Trio” at the Vogue 
theatre on Jan. 10, with proceeds 
| going to the National Foundation 
for the Blind. 
| Film, which has entered its 
| ninth week at the Sutton, N. Y., 
| has been booked to play the Vogue 
| for a minimum of 12 weeks. 








| 
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| Pinanski Hub’s Chief Barker 


Boston. 
| New England Variety Club, Tent 
No. 23, elected the following 
officers for next term: Samuel 
| Pinanski, chief barker; Max 
| Levenson, first assistant; Arthur 


Lockwood, second assistant; James 
Marshall, property master; Louis 
Richmond, dough guy. 


Oboler’s ‘Five’ Ist 
Post-Atom-Age Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Arch Oboler has completed his 
indie picture, “Five,” a tale of the 
post-atomic era, and is taking it to 
New York for a releasing deal. 
Film depicts a new world after 
civilization has been wiped out 
| with the exception of four males 
| and one femme, a situation fraught 
| with all sorts of dramatic possibili- 
| ties. 

Entire picture was mage for $72,- 
| 000 subscribed by Oboler and 30 of 
|his friends. It was shot on Obo- 
|ler’s ranch in the Santa Monica 
| Mountains, with Oboler function- 
|ing as writer, director and pro- 
|ducer. Cast consists of Susan 
| Douglas, Charles Lampkin, Earl 
Lee, James Anderson and William 
Phipps, all newcomers. 








Mono’s Lind Back From 
European TV Study 


Lloyd Lind, Monogram Pictures’ 
| exchange supervisor, returned to 
New York last week on the America 
_ after three weeks in Britain to 





| study new developments in tele- 
, vision there. He said the check was 
made merely to keep the company 
| informed as to new technical ad- 
/ vances in video. Exec will report 
| his findings the end of the month 
| to prexy Steve Broidy. 

| Among others who arrived on the 
| Same ship were Mrs. Clive Brook, 
| wife of the actor, and Buster 
| Crabbe. Latter had been abroad 
for seven months with his “Aqua 
| Parade” unit. After a short stay 
in N. Y., he launches a South Amer- 
ican tour in January. Initial stop 
will be in Rio de Janeiro Jan. 15. 
| Crabbe said he has no plans for re- 
entering films, preferring to con- 
centrate upon his water spectacle. 


Hallmark’s Meet 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

More than 500 Hallmark em- 
| ployees from all parts of the U. S., 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
‘South America and Europe are 
_scheduled to attend the company’s 
/1950 worldwide convention to be 
| held here at the Stevens hotel, Dec. 
16-21. Conclave will be the sixth 
gathering since the firm was 
founded in 1944 in Wilmington, O. 
' Prexy Kroger Babb has named 
_Murphy McHenry, public relations 
|director in Hoiiywood, as general 
|chairman of the convention. Jack 
| Thomas, Hallmark veepee-general 
manager, will preside at business 
sessions, while national sales man- 
|}ager Hank Adams will head up 
| meetings of zone managers. 


-~ RKO’s Torento Meet 


Toronto, Dec. 12. 
RKO lineup of 32 features for 
release in 1951 was detailed by 
sales chief Robert Mochrie at a 
meeting of the major’s Canadian 
distribution managers yesterday 











(11) at the King Edward hotel, 
Toronto. 
| Session, in effect, was a re- 


' 


' enactment of the N. Y. meeting of 
last week, when announcement of 
the program first was made by 
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Slim $14.500, ‘Joan’ Fair at 20G; | ses euiis?%s'*| — Mild $30,000, 2 Weeks’ Good $10,000 


‘Eve 2/6, 3d: 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 
First-runs are feeling effects of | 
the usual pre-Christmas slow peri- | 
od, with new entries failing to pro- 


vide an improved pace. Some of 
holdovers. however. still are doing 
good trade Fair $20,000 shapes | 
for “Joan of Arc.” playing pop-, 
scale in two. theatres “Under- | 
cover Girl” is light $17,000 in five 
sites while “Three Husbands” is 


rated siim $14.500 in three spots 

Third end final frame for “All 
About Eve.” in five locations, 
shapes nice $27.000. Fourth and 
final sessien for “King Solomon's | 
Mines” is holding at good $22,000 | 
in two houses. “Cyrano” held! 
steady on its third roadshow week | 
in the Fine Arts at £7.000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Los Avvretes, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire FWC) 2.097: 
2.048: 1.719: 1.248: 2.296: 60-$1)— 
*All About Eve” (20th 3d_ wk). 
Nice ©°27.000. Last week. $37.000. 

Holiywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2.756: 1.757: 2.344: 60-$1)— 
“West Point S:orv’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Mra «t $15,090 Last week, 
$21,800. 

Loew's” State, Feyptian (UA) 
(2,404; 1.538: 60-$1/\—"“King Solo- 
mon’s Nines” (M-G ‘4th wk 
Good 822.000. Last w et $28.500. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890: 2.812: 50-S1\—“Joan of Arc” 
(RKO) and “Counterspy Meets 
Scotland Yard” ‘Coi). Fair $20.- 
000. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 
(Col) and “Blues Busters” (Mono), 
neat $26,000. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398: 1.451: 50- 
$1)\—“Tripvoli” (Par) and “Indian 
Territory’ (Col) (L.A. Par only) 
(2d wk). Light $14,000. Last 
weck, $19.400. 

Orpheum, Hawaii, Beverly Hills 
Music Hall (Metropolitan) (2.210: 
1,106: 855: 50-$1) — “Three Hus- 
bands” (UA) and “Roll, Thunder. 


Roll” (EL Slim $14.500. Last 
werk. “Southside 1-1000° ‘Mono 
and “Two Lost Worlds” (‘EL 10 
das). $15.000 in two locations. 


United Artists, R: - Vorcue. 
Stveio Citv, Culwer ‘UA-FWC 
(2.100: 1.370: 885: 880: 1.145: 60- 
$1) — “Undercover Girl” (U) and 
“Father's Wild Game” (Meno). 
Dull $17.000. Last week. “High 
Lonesome” (EL) and “Good Time 
Girl” ‘FC), $13.500. 

Four Star (UA) ‘900: 60-$1) ~— 
“Thunder Rock” (Indie) ‘reissue). 
Slow $2,000. Last week. “Faust 
and Devil” ‘Col) (3d wk-5 days), 
$1 000. 

Fine Arts ‘FWC) (677: $1.20-| 
2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (4th wk). 
Launched fourth — stanza today 
(Tues.). Last week, steady $7.000. 





Shopping Crowds Boost 
Pitt Biz; ‘Dance’ Nice 
15G, ‘Denorted’ Fast 7G. 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 12. 

Tremendous weekend shopping 
crowds. actually gave theatres in 
the Golden Triangle a good two- 
day lift. which should insure 
Slivhily better than average takes 
for this time of the vear. Only 
two new pictures around, “Let's 
Dance” at the Stanley and “De- 
ported” at the Fulton, and both 
are doing well. “All About Eve” 
is still holding up in third stanza 
at the Hariis but “King Solomon's | 
Mines” has begun to slip a bit at | 
the Penn in same period of run. 
On moveover from Stanley, 

Estimaies for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 45-80) — 
“Deported” (U). ‘Fine $7.000. not | 
at all bad seasonally speaking. | 
Last week, “Jackpot” (20th) (2d | 
wk), no dice at under $5.000. 

Penn ‘Loew’'s) (3.300: 45-80) — 
“Solomon's Mines” (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Slipping sharply but still okay at | 
$10.000. Holds an extra three 
davs Last week, $15.500. 

Harris ‘Har-is) ‘2.200; 45-80) ~— 
“All About Eve” (20th) (3d wk). 
This one is still showing surpris- 
in’ strength and will hit the tape 
ben nearly $10,000. Last week. 

ultry $14,000. 


Stanley ‘WB) (3.800; 45-80) — 
“Let's Dance” (Par). Getting a 
break since only new entry cur- 
rently with much marauee 


Strength. Nearly $15.000, okay: 
holds additional two days. Last 
weck. “West Point Story” (WB) 
(2d wk), £9,000. 

Warner ‘WB) (2.000: 45-80) — 
“Wcest Point Story” +WB) (mo.). 
Still has something left to get trim 
$5.000. Last week, “Destination 
Moon” ‘EL) (2d wk), $7,000. 


, first-runs although “Kansas Raid- 
iers” is hig in three spots. “The } 


‘week. “Woman on Run” ‘U) and) “Highway 301° (WB). Fast $14,000. 


| day started a big week for all de- | 


. . + Detroit, Dec. 12. 
Sol 26, Ath i ery ee 2 | | Plethora . of aeeeanets plus 
Bk re ee ee | ' 'Christmas buying frenzy is keep- 
omon Loew's. “Joan of Arc,” playing at | Key City Grosses jing biz at slow pace. Dick Con- 
| pop pr ic es. shi ipe S ti aneyv at the { tino stageshow is pushing “Dial 

















t > - i ” P on San , “ 
S | poy Keagie pg bth ning | aw a 024.000 Solomon's’ Mines” is ouiea 
stg at ‘his Week 2,024. | Sol -h 
Broadway Grosses | ot “Odette” at Palace, are helping pp oll on 25 cities. 204 the- | $15,000 in thir reas at the 
Total G on “- ti a for This Week atres, chiefly first runs, includ Story” hy Sy eebbed sthane ot 
“stimated t Fess } estimates for s pe j , ow Story} ab in | id stanza 
E ae ' >" 7 $423.000 | . ~T) (9695: 34-60)— ple NY.) , Michigan. Two Weeks. with 
rhis Wee $423. Palace iC I _ 12,625; 34-6 Total Gross Same Week Love” is shaping up fairly good at 
7 1Sec _ 18 thea $483 pom | “Odette (EL Figo ge tw — Last Year $2.218,000 the PP tbo a 
ast Year $453.2 iweek. “Summer Stock” «M-G) (2 ail me OG nithe 20 “ite ia is 
‘ Ba sea ‘o ii thea eaires | whe} Ps 3.000. (Based on 25 cities, and Estimates for This Week 


heatres.) ' = ‘ 
| Capitol ‘C.T.) (2.412; 34-60)— plenecoheeas —__..| Fox ‘Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 


} 


i“Joan of Arc” (RKO Fancy $17,- —"Dial 1119 (M-G) _plus Dick 
1 000 Last week, “Pretty Baby” ¢ « 9 /Contino stageshow. Mild $30,000, 

allt é Ups’ air }«¢WB), $13,000. S b iLast week, “American Guerrilla” 
| uDMmarine ras 


Princess ‘C.T.) ‘2.131; 3460)— (20th) and “Experiment Alcatraz” 

















XKO) (2d wk), $17,000. 
“Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk). Holding \F J) Ht), dl ae 
lat Sit: 000 follow ing rousing first Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,000; 
in 0 t eneng , 70-95) s t Story iW B) 
” Leew’s (CT) 855: 40-65) — | risco and “Counterspy ag ory — 
ip ote rts am ol) (2d wk). Poor $10,000. Last 

Baltimore. Dec. 12. “Toast New Orle ion” (M-G). Smash | pro 3 pe tag Po $ 

Unexcitine ‘activite here this! 2s 00 Last week. “Let's Dance” | San Francisco, Dec. ' Palms (UD) (2.900: 70-95) — 
week with best results being gar-| (Par) (2d wk), sturdy $19,500. Torrential week-long rains are “King Solomon's Mines” ‘M-G) 
nered by “Highway 301,” at Stan-| Imperial ‘C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— becoming a habit here so that film | (3d wk). Down to $15,000 but still 


lev, and “County Fair,” getting | ‘Dark City” ‘Par) and ‘Holiday , “~*~ Pye ep  aocenite thie |plenty okay. Last week. nice 
potent support trom accompany- | Rhythm” (Par). Fine $10,000. Last biz iS perking slightty de spite this $19 000. 


ing hillbilly stageshow. at combo! week. “Isle Samoa” ‘Col) and handicap. ‘Mad Wednesday” is Madison (UD) (1.800; 70-95) — 
Hippodrome. “Joan .of Are’ is| “Palomino” (Col), $7,500. okay at Golden Gate and “Mystery “Dark City” (Par) and “Stars Over 
okay on week at Town. Rest of | a }Submarine” shapes strong at Or- | Wyoming” (RKO). Oke $11,000, 
downtown list is inching out lean | 


Last week. “Midnight and Dawn” 


returns Wi 9 e | pheum. “King: Solomon's a (Col) and “‘Rusty’s Birthday” (Col), 
Estimates for This Week itness ine jcontinues big in third round at ¢g 090. ; , 

‘e "yt - TA) «9 - 9 ‘Warfield. “Two Flags West” looms United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- 
Century ‘Loew’s-UA) +3.000: 20- 95)—"T'll Get By” (20th) (2d wk) 

70\—"Two Weeks-With Love” «M- e husky at the Fox. Off to lean $6,000. Last week, 

G ; Mild $8.000. Last week “King Estimates for This Week $9 500. < ’ . 

sera eesnlliadeciieaiiven, 3 3 yi Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 60- Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 

big ee 85)\—""Mad Wednesday” RKO) and '_“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G). 
See Saaemenert) Caer Philadelphia, Dee. 12 “Experiment Aleatraz”  ‘(RKO). Good $10.000. Last week, “Joan 

20-80 “County Fair” tMono) plus a phia, . Be 





Pa aee ies vith Firm $10,000. Last week, “Joan of Are” (RKO) (2d wk), $7.000. 
ee ee Cae, ee of Are” (RKO) and “Rio Grande Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 


Roundup Jamboree stage layout i aeechaliday infiasnes 
: S »-] a ‘nee are 
All right $14,000. Last week, | “504: pre-nornda’ . sages 


: +13 Tee nebanne -e Patrol” (RKO), $9,000. 95)—“‘House of Frankenstein” (In- 
“Cock \ rr” ¢Col) ine | CUtting down first-run returns here ne sti i. oe ; Sapna pery nd 
7 a c+ n ; hog a Pesce sf — this round although some of new Fox (FWC) (4.651; 65-90)—“Two die) and “House D1 “_ me 
Marr H pert $13,800. mine eB" entries fared better than overly- | Flags West” (20th) and “Califor- | issues) (Indie), Slow $6,000. Las 


ye 9 aen. on | OXtended holdovers. Ink Spots with | ria Passage’ (Rep). Okay $18.000. week, “Deported” (U) and “Wyom- 
_ Keith's ‘Schanberger) ‘2,460; 20-| Ena Fitzgerald onstage will boost’ Last week, “American Guerrilla” ing Mail” (U), $4,500. 
- “fre S P era yged i “Surrender” to big session at | (20th) «2 wk), $10,000. | 
Started today \Tues.) after week | parte, “Ill Get By” is doing just Warfield (Loew's) (2.656: 60-85) | 
“Choak on”? T) < : rs : . “ g Ms y ‘ 000; ‘ $ 
of “Shekedown” (U) at mild $6.000.' about that in the huge Mastbaum | —“King Solomon’s Mines” +M-G) Godfrey S$ Scouts Help 
Mayfair ‘Hicks) ‘980; 20-70)— though faring better than many <¥ 


(3d wk). Still big at $16,000. Last 





“Good Time Girl’ +EL). Opening | others. “Highway 301” is rated ek, $2 , Fi b WV 166 B ff: 
coins: ‘ow +Wed.). Last week, “Hit fast at Stanton while “Eye eo pian Sar) (2.646: 60-85)— | reba to ’ u *9 
+ ‘ede "51" +Rep), uneventful| nese” shapes nice at Aldine. | aramount (Par) ‘2.646; at 

2 oti : The . i “Breakthrough” ‘Ww B) and “Borde1 é ? 13.000 
$200, l Estimates for This Week ieee a ke $11-| Get By us 

New ‘\lechanic) (1,800; 20-70)\—| Aldine (WB) +1.303: 50-99)—- Rangers” tLip) (2d wk). t ke $11, ’ 
“A'l About Eve” (20th) (4th wk).| “Eye Witness” ‘EL). Nice $12,000, | 900. Last week, strong $22,000. Buffalo, Dec. 12. 
Okay $6,000 after $8.300 in third. | Last week. “Emergency Wedding” St. Francis (Par) ‘1.400; 60-85)— | iy is holding nicely at first- 

Stentey WB) +3.280: 25-75) (Col). $7,500. , “West Point’ (WB) (3d wk). Hold-| puns here in view of usual pre- 
“Highway 301° «WB). Nicels sold Boyd ‘WB) (2.360: 50-99)— ‘ing at $7,500. Last week, stout Nmas influence. “I'll Get By” 
for mild $131.000. Last week. “Harriet Craig” (Col) (3d wk). Off | $10.000. shapes solid at Center while 
“West Point Story” (WB) ‘2d wk), to $8.000. Last week. slim $12.200. Orpheum ‘No. Coast) ‘2,478; 55-| “Kansas Raiders” looks okay at 
$7.300. ; _| Earle ‘«WB) = :2.700; — 50-99)— | 85\—"‘Mystery Submarine” ‘(U) and , Lafayette. Arthur Godfrey Talent 

Fown ‘Rappaport) 11.500: 35-70): “Surrender” (Rep) with Ink Spots, “Counter-Spy in Scotland Yard” Scouts plus Billy Gilbert onstage 


—“Joan ot Are” (RKO). Back at} Ella Fitzgerald, onstage. Big $24.- | (Cot). Strong $14,000 or near. Last! will boost ‘Fireball’ to strong 

pop prices. okay $8,000. “Next; 000. Last week, “Killer That | week, “Fuller Brush Girl’ (Col) stanza at Paramount. Second week 

Voice” +M-G) epéns tomerrow |Statked New York” (Col). $14.000. and “Pygmy Island” (Col), same. | of “King Solomon's Mines” still is 
etait sain adil Fox (20th) (2.250: 50-99)—"‘Jack- United Artists tNo. Coast) il.- sturdy at the Buffalo. 


A pos (20th) ‘2d wk). Down to ; -85)—"S Secret” (Col) Estimates for This Week 

’ e! ‘ 0 $ $13 000. Last week, nice $22.000 | 208; 55-85) state secre | : 

| ‘ ° wa} ® . «4 rk) S .] y 7 L q ? o? ad } ° x | = 
Raide 5 S ck 000 | Geldman ‘Goldman) (1.200; 50- | 13e Wk). Steady $5,000. Last week,; Buffalo (Loew's) (3,500; 40-70 


, 1 ‘eo | trim $6,000. “King Solomon’s Mines” «(M-G) (2d 
ln Very Dull Denver -c) 30 x wD. OFF “s anne ohee Clay ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— wk). Nifty $13,000 in 9 days. Last 


. P “Queen of Spades” (Indie) (Sth week, smash $18,500. 

a Denver, Dec. 12. ~~ (WB) 1a a0) B00) 'wk). Down to $1,200 in 3 days. Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)— 
Christmas shopping hurt rend Be ‘TN Get Br” (20th). Okay $21,000. Last week. oke $2,400. “The Fireball” (20th) plus Arthur 
|Last week. “West Point Story” Larkin ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— Godfrey’s Talent Scouts, Billy Gil- 
Milkman.” okay at Denham. will} ‘“B) ‘24 wk). $17.500. “Sinners” (Indie) (3d wk). About. bert, onstage. Strong $16.000. Last 
hold. >. do extra dats. “Glace! Randolph ‘Goldman) (2.500; 50- $2.000. Last week, nice $2,500. week, “Breakthrough” ‘WB) and 
Mesaverie” is enly fair in "two | 29/—"Let’s Dance” (Par) (4th wk). Return Jesse James” (Lip), $14,- 


— 





Off to $8500. Last week, mild ' 000 in 8 days. 
noes. — | $10,000. ‘Hishway’ 0k $12 000 «Center (Par) (2.100; 40-75.—"T'l 
Estimates for This Week |" Stanley WB) 12.950: 50-99— HIghway ay ’ Jet By” (20th), Solid’$13,000. Last 


Aladdin ‘Fox) ‘1,400; 35-74) — | “King Solomon’s Mines” iM-G) (3d | 
“Kansas. Raiders” (U) and’ ‘Jungle | wk). Holding at $19,000. Last week, | 
Stampede” ‘tRep). day-date with | solid $22.000. 


Paces New D.C. Films ‘20°. ss300. 0" 


— Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70)— 
_, Washington, Dee. 12. “Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Paper 
Considering the annual pre- 


— 7 owe oe Gallows” (U). Oke $9,500. Last 
“Bedside Manner” ‘Indie), $3.500.| Last week. “Hell Town” (Indie) | holiday lull plus bad case of wai week, “State Secret” (Col) and 


Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1.500: 35-\ and “Buffalo Stamnede” (ndie) jitters here, mid-town biz is hold- | «rougher They Come” (Col), 
74\—"“Next Voice” ‘M-G). Fair| (reissues). neat $12.500. jing fairly steady. There is no $8.200. 


Tabor. Webber. Big $5,500. Last} Stanton ‘WB) (1.475: 50-99)— 


$6.000. Last week, “Two Weeks! ‘Trans-Lux ‘(T-L) (500: 50-99) Standout among few newcomers. | Century (20th Cent.) (3.000: 40- 


Witt Love” (M-G), 124 wk), $6.500. | “Trio” (Par) (4th wk). Neat $4,500. | “Highway 301” shapes better than 79) “Outrage” (RKO) and “Cali- 





Denham ‘Cockrill) (1,750: 35-70) | Last week. $5.800. av erage at the Warner. | fornia Passage” (Rep). NSH $8.500. 
—‘Milkman” +U). Okay $10, at, World ‘G&S) (460; 50-99)—| Estimates for This Week |Last week, “Edge of Doom” (RKO) 
and ho'ds a few days. Last week, |“Bitter Rice’ ‘Indie) (3@ wk). | Capitel (Loew's) ‘2.434: 44-85)— | and “Palooka Squared Circle” 

‘Continued on page 27) jstrene $6.500. Last week, $7,500. | “yirs O’Malone & Mr. O'Malley” | ‘Mono), $7,800. 
_ eee Os amen G) plus vaude. Okay $15,000. | 


Last week. “Two Weeks of Love” | 


(M-G) u vaude, pleasing | ‘M ie’ Ok $10,000, 
‘Bre Best Bet in Cine, $10,000: restart sean | Omaha; Craig’ NSH 6G 


| 
| 
Bitter Rice” ‘Indie) (5th wk | Omaha, Dec. 12. 


| Very steady $4,000. Last week With a fairly strong array of 
] | $4. 500. product, biz here is nevertheless 
Craig alr 2%; omon Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80) — 'reflecting pre-Xmas lull. Orpheum 


apes (U). Sickly $6,500. With “ Right Cross,” looks fairly 


Cincinnati, Dee. 12. , Grand _‘RKO) (1.400; 39-75) — |Last. week, “Mad Wednesday” | 8004. ee 
“All About Eve” has the jump! “King Solomon’s Mines’ ‘(M-G); (RKO), okay $9,000. Crai ed barely okay. a 
on three other new bills this | (4th wk). Pleasing $6,000 after! Metropolitan (Warner) (1.163; oer at Brandeis looms only 
frame. Biz generally is up to ex-;| hotsy $8,500 third sesh. 44-74)—"Fuller Brush Girl” (Col), , ™€ ne ; 
pectations in face et Yule shopping, Keith’s ‘Mid-States! 11,542; 39-| Okay $5,000. Last week, “Rio | Estimates for This Week 
and rough spell of winter. “State | 75)— “Undercover Girl’ «U). No} Grande” (Rep) (2d run), $3,700. | Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 


Secret” at Albee. “Harriet Craig”! complaint at $5.000. Last week, | Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 65)—“Right Cross” ‘(M-G) ” and 
in Palace and “Undercover Girl’; “Milkman” +U), sweet $7,500. |‘King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G)\ “It’s a Small World” ‘EL) looks 
at Keith’s reund out fresh en- | Lyric ‘RKO) (1,500; 39-75) —| (2d wk). Still hefty $16,000. Last: | like fair $10,500. Last week, 


trants. “King Solomon's Mines” is; “West Point Story” ‘WB) (m.o.)' week, $25,000. Holds. | “Tripoli” «Par), $11,000. 
still rosy in fourth week. | Split with “Hitler’s Children” | Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50- 85) | Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
Estimates for This Week } (RKO) and “Behind Rising Sun” | —‘Trio” (Par) (4th wk). Stout $4,- 65) — “Glass Menagerie” (WB). 
Alvee (RKO) +3,100: 39-75) — | (RKO) 'reissues). So-so $4,000. | 500. . Last week, $5,500. | Okay, $10,000. Last week, “All 


“State Secret” ‘Coli, Oke $8.500 | | Last week, “Holy Year At Vatican” Warner (WB) (2.164; 44-74) —) About Eve” (20th), $11,000. 
Last week. “Woman On Pier 13” | indie) dualed in first half with| “Highway 301” (WB). Nice $12,-| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
‘RKO’ and Arthur Gedfrey’s Tal- “Happy Years” ‘M-G) and in sec- 000; and best of newcomers. Last | “Harriet Craig” ‘Col). Mild $6,000 
ent Scouts onstage, moderate $18,- | ond half with “Let’s Dance” (Par)! week, “West Point Story” (WB) or less. Last week, “Breakthrough” 
000 at 55-95¢ seale. | (m.o.), $4.200. | (2d wk), $7,500 / (WB), $7,000. 

Capitol | Mid-States) (2,000: 39-! Palace (RKO) ‘2,600: 39-75) —! Trans-Lux (T-L) ‘654; 44-80)—| State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75) 
75\—"All About Eve” '20th). Good | “Harriet Craig” ‘Col).  Fairish| “Macbeth” (Rep) (3d wk). Okay | —‘‘King Solomon's Mines” «M-G) 
$10,000. Last week, “Jac ~ wll | $7,500. Last week. “West Point , $4,000 after $5,000 ee week. omens ‘(3d wk). Slipped but okay at 


(20th) #24, wk), all right $6,000. _..) Story” (WB), nice $12.600. vp pO an 68 er $4,000. Last week, strong ,$6,800., 
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Bad Weather, Mild 
Killer’-Ellington 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Continued bad weather and nu- 
bread-and-butter entries 


srous ; - 
ote keeping Loop pinned down this 
frame. Chicago entry of © Killer 
That Stalked New York” plus 
Duke Ellington band and Sarah 
Vaughan onstage 1S heading for 
slow $40,000. ‘Mad Wednesday” 
and “Texan Meets Calamity Jane 


js pointing for slim $11,000 at Pal- 
“0. Duo-bill of “Southside 1-1000 


pir “Surrender” has mild $10,000 
forecast at Roosevelt. 

Woods. bringing in lesser fare 
for pre-Yule, has its slowest open- 


g session gross in many weeks, 


~* mere $16,000 in sight for 


ith 5 
i hau Raiders.” Reissue of 
“Gilda” and Platinum’ Blonde” 
should snare okay $11,000 or close 
at United Artists. 

“King Solomon’s Mines” contin- 
ues standout in third week at 
Grand, with rousing $13,000 in 
sight Oriental second-weeker, 
“Two Weeks With Love” plus 3 
Stooges and Eileen Barton onstage, 
is aiming for minor $28,000. State- 
Lake holdover of “Miniver Story” 
and “Emergency Wedding” is 
down to $11,500 in second 
round. World’s “Macbeth” con- 


tinues steady $3,000 in fifth week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 


“Killer That Stalked New York” 
(Col) and’ Duke Ellington orch, 
Sarah Vaughan onstage. Slow $40,- 
000. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 


(Col) and Gil Lamb and Mary 
Small topping stageshow, $35,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“king Solomon's Mines” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Solid $13,000. Last week 
$15,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“Two Weeks With Love’ (M-G) 
and 3 Stooges, Eileen Barton, Sky- 
larks onstage (2d wk). Minor $28,- 
000. Last week, $42,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Mad Wednesday” (RKO) and 
“Texan Meets Jane” (Col). Slow 


$11,000. Last week, “Room Serv- 

ice’ (RKO) and “Show Business” 

(RKO) (reissues), $10,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 


“Southside 1-1000" (Mono) and 
“Surrender” (Rep). Dull $10,000. 
Last week, “Two Flags West” 


(20th) and “Admiral Was Lady” 
(UA) (2d wk), $11,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 


—'‘Miniver Story” (M-G) and 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col) (2d 
wk). Mild $11,500. Last week, 
$15,000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98)—"Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues). Okay $11,- 
000. Last week, “Petty Girl” (Col) 
and “Midnight and Dawn” (Col) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

P Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 

Kansas Raiders” (U), Nsh $16,000. 
Last week, “American Guerrilla” 
(20th) (4th wk), $8,000. - 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Mac- 
beth” (Rep) (5th wk). Solid $3,000. 
Last week, $3,200. 


‘Dance’ Lively $13,000, 
Cleve, ‘Joan’ NSG 96, 
‘Deported’ Okay $11,500 


ee Cleveland, Dec. 12. 

Let's Dance” is cutting up some 
fancy figures for Loew's State 
despite inroads made Yule shop- 
pers crowding department stores. 
Between Midnight and Dawn” is 
Going middling trade at Hipp but 
Allen's “Deported” looms okay. 
Dial 1119” looks thin at Stillman. 

Estimates for This Week 


«Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-75)— 
Deported” (U). Okay’ $11,500. 
4st week, “State Secret” (Col), 
Bood $13,000. 

95h squire (Community) (704; 55- 
} aes Outrage” (RKO) (2d wk). 
leat stun $3,500 after getting $4,200 
ast slanza, 

wllipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-75)— 
lidnight and Dawn” (Col). Barely 
Pessable $14,000. Last week, “West 
On" WB) (2d wk), fine $14,000. 
wy “ace (RKO) (3,300; 55-75)— 
$9 nan of Arc” (RKO), Rather mild 
$1) nny vast week, “Jackpot” (Fox), 
1.000, 

«Slate (Loew's) (3,450; 55-75)— 
ots Dance” (Par), Nice $13,000. 
Mines Cek, “King Solomon’s 
$17,009 ‘(M-G) (2d wk), excellent 
tian (Loew's) (2,700; 55-75)— 
, | ILL9" (M-G). Thin $6,000. 
+; ,, Week, “Toast New Orleans” 
“G) (3d wk», $5,000 





_—— = 


Fare Dim Chi: 
Slow at $40,000, 
Raiders’ 16G; ‘Solomon’ Fat 136, 3d 


a 
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Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Story Strong At 
$15,500, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

Pre-Xmas shopping spree and 
stretch of bad weather are com- 
bining to slow down trade at first- 
runs here this week to a walk. 
“Harriet Craig,” one of new en- 
tries, is doing only so-so. How- 
ever, “West Point Story’ wound 
up its week with a fairly good 
session at the huge Fox. “King 
Solomon’s Mines” still is good in 
third week at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)—“‘Harriet- Craig” (Col) and 
“Midnight and Dawn” (Col). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “All About 
Eve” (20th), solid $16,000. 








Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“‘Two 
Flags West” (20th) and ‘Where 
Danger Lives” (RKO). Opened 
yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
“West Point Story” (WB) and 
“Undercover Girl” (U), sturdy 
$15,500. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Down to $11,000 follow- 
ing sock $17,000 second stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“All About Eve” (20th) (m.o.). 
Nice $9,500. Last week, “Let’s 
Dance” (Par) and “Jackpot” (20th), 
$9,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75) — 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) and “Jackpot” 
(20th) (m.o.). Okay $4,500. Last 
week, “Breakthrough” (WB) and 
“Blues Busters” (Mono), $4,000. 


Bliz Hurts K.C.; ‘Craig’ 
Slim $11,000, ‘Mail’ 106 


Kansas City, Dec. 12. 

Christmas shopping and mod- 
erate fare will combine to make 
current stanza a lesser one. “Har- 
riet Craig” at Midland doing as 
well as any film, but very mild. 
“Wyoming Mail” in three Fox Mid- 
west theatres also is light. RKO 
Missouri moves to a split week, 
first time house has had such a 
policy during year it has been re- 
opened. Weather was blizzardly in 
mid-week, but more pleasant for 
weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“Return Jesse James” (Lip) 





and “Shot Billy Kid” (Lip). Fair 
$2,700. Last week, ‘“Ravaged 
Earth” (Indie) and “Blood and 


Thunder (Indie), $3.000. 
Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 


“Outrage” (RKO) and = “Rio 
Grande Patrol” (RKO), first four 
days with “Gilda” (Col) and 


“Platinum Blonde” (Col) (reissues) 
in second-half. Stuggish $7,500. 
Last week, “West Point Story” 
(WB) and “Avengers” :(Rep) $10,- 
000, good at present time. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Harriet Craig’ (Col) and “Mid- 
night and Dawn” (Col). Light $11,- 
000 or under. Last week, “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (2d wk), 
big $14,000 in 9 days. 


55-75)—"“No Way Out” (20th). Slow 
$10,000 in 10 days. House now 
goes dark temporarily, but likely 
will reopen holiday week. 
Paramount (United Par) (1,900; 


$7,500. Last week, “Tripoli” (Par) 
and “Cassino te Korea’ (Par) 
same. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway ‘Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
—‘‘Wyoming Mail” (U) and “Sake- 
down” (U). Change of policy to 
duals for Xmas shopping season, 
but only slow $10,000 looms. Last 
| week, “Jackpot” (20th), $12,000. 





PROV. SLIDES ALBEIT 
‘DEPORTED’ OKE $9,000 


Providence, Dec. 12. 
Pre-holiday lull is on in earnest, 
with all stands feeling the pinch. 
| State has highest gross with “Mini- 
ver Story” but this, too, is way be- 
low normal. “Deported” at Albee 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—“De- 
ported” (U) and “Appointment 
With Crime” (Lip). Okay $9,000. 
Last week, “Joan of Arc” (RKO) 
and “Call Klondike” (Mono), $9,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Undercover Girl” (U) and “Cali- 
fornia Passage” (Rep). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “West Point Story” 

(WB) (2d wk), solid $10,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"‘Woman on Run” (U) and 
“Palooka Squared Circle” (Mono). 
Weak $7,000 or near. Last week, 
“Tripoli” (Par) and “Hidden City” 
(Mono), nice $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Miniver Story” (M-G) and “Next 
Voice” (M-G). . So-so $9,500. Last 
week. “King Solomon’s Mines” 





Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; ) 


45-65)—“‘Highway 301” (WB). Slow | 


(M-G, (2d wk), neat $11,000. 

| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—"Sun Sets at Dawn” (EL) and 
|‘“‘Two Lost Worlds” (EL). Opened 
'Monday (11). Last week, “Killer 
| That Stalked New York” (Col) and 
|““Cockeyed Wonder” (Col), weak 
$7,000. 


‘Eve Standout 
In L’ville, $11,000 


Louisville, Dec. 14. 

Current week.got off to a rough 
start, with recurrence of stormy, 
wintry weather. Bad spell, second 
of the season, started with several 
hours rainfall, turning to snow, 
which sloughed downtown biz. 
“All About Eve” off to slow start, 
looks fair at Rialto. “Two Weeks 
With Love” at State is mild while 
“The Capture” at Strand is light. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65)—“‘West Point Story” (WB) 
(3d wk).. Neat $6,000 after last 
week’s all right $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65) — ‘All About Eve” (20th). 
Modest $11,000. Last week, ‘‘Let’s 
Dance” (Par), $13,000, and m.o, 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Two Weeks With Love’ (M-G) 
and “Dial 1119” (M-G). Fairish 
$10,000. Last week, “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” (M-G) (2d wk), solid 
$13,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65) — 
“The Capture” (RKO) and “Border 
Treasure” (RKO). Modest $4,000. 
Last week, “High Lonesome” (EL) 
and “I Killed Geronimo” (EL), 
$5,000. 


‘Story’ Robust $16,500, 








Portland, Ore., Dec. 12. 

Downtown houses should have 
another big week after coining 
dough for the last two sessions. 
“West Point Story” and “Saddle 
Tramp” should be tops for new 
pictures. “King Solomon's Mines” 
is also shaping big for third week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,850; 50-85) 
—‘Saddle Tramp” (U) and “Shake- 
down” (U). Big $11,000. Last week, 
“To Please Lady” (M-G) and “Dial 
1119” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) and “Blues 
Busters” (Mono) (m.o.). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Rogue River” (EL) and 
“Kill or Be Killed” (EL), $7,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 50- 
85)—"‘West Point Story” (WB) and 
“Hot Rod’ (Mono), day-date with 
Orpheum. Giant $6,500. Last week, 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) and “Blues 
Busters” (Mono), okay $5,000. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 





Rod” (Mono), also Oriental. Ter- 


‘shapes as comparatively strongest. | 


Port., ‘Tramp’ Big 116 











Bway Lagging: ‘Kim’ Big $145,000, 
‘Operation X’ Weak 116, ‘Highway’ 
Plus Vaude Light 276, Lonesome’ 176 


Although there are five new 
bills this week on Broadway, first- 
runs are limping along at about 
the lowest point of the year. Film 
theatre business is being cut into 
as usual by the pre-Yuletide in- 
fluence. There are a few excep- 
tions, notably the Music Hall, 
which is scoring as customarily 
with its annual Christmas show. 
With “Kim” and the annual pag- 
eant and Xmas stage layout, the 
Hall is going to a big $145,000 de- 
spite being hurt by a storm open- 
ing day and rain last Sunday (10) 
night. 


Three other newcomers are very 
sluggish. In the case of the State 
and Strand, the pictures, which 
are not especially strong, were ob- 
viously put in to tide over until 
the Xmas bills open. “Operation 
X’”’ at the former looks to reach 
only $11,000, possibly the slowest 
opening week ever at the State 
under current policy. “Highway 
301,” with Dave Apollon, Peggy 
Mann heading stage bill, likewise 
is very lightweight at around $27,- 
000 for Strand. 

“High Lonesome,” with vaude, 
new show at the Palace, is fair 
$17,000, an improvement over last 
stanza, but still keeping this opera- 
tion on the ragged edge. ‘‘Watch 
Birdie,” new Red Skelton comedy, 
with Enric Madriguera band, Paul 
Regan, others, onstage, opened 
Monday (11) at the Capitol. Is in 
for only two weeks, with “Pagan 
Love Song” opening Dec. 25. 


Second week of Paramount’s 
“Let’s Dance,” with Jimmy Dorsey 
band and Nat “King” Cole Trio 
topping stageshow, is holding com- 
paratively well at $60,000, and re- 
mains a third round. Third stanza 
of “Red Shoes,” playing pop-scale 
at the Victoria, is continuing 
staunch with $14,000. Third ses- 
sion of “Cyrano” is staying near 
initial week’s gait with smash 
$13,000 at the Bijou. 

“Jackpot,” with Paul Remos and 
Toy Boys, Philharmonic Quartet, 
iceshow, is sliding to $55,000 in 
third round of nine days at the 
Roxy. . 

Elsewhere, most houses are only 
marking time awaiting the arrival 
of new, stronger fare for the year- 
end holidays. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
— “American Guerrilla’ (20th) 
(6th wk). Fifth round ended Mon- 
day (11) dipped to $9,000 after 
$11,000 in previous week. Stays 
only a couple of days past the sixth 
round, with special benefit preem 
of “Harvey” (U) slated for Dec. 
a’ with regular run starting Dec. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20; 
$2.40) —“‘Cyrano* (UA) (3d wk). 
Third stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) continued near second 
week’s near-capacity gait, with 
smash $13,000; second round was 
$15,000. ’ 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
— “Watch Birdie’ (M-G) with 
Enric Madriguera orch, Charles 
Fredericks, Paul Regan onstage; 
opening Monday (11). In ahead, 
“2 Weeks with Love” (M-G) plus 
Skitch Henderson orch, Kay 
Armen, Vagabonds topping stage- 
show (3d wk-4 days), only $18,000 
after $31,000 for second round. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50- 
$1.75)—“‘Woman on Run” (U) (3d 
wk). Second week ended last night 
(Tues.) continued mildly with $10,- 
000 after $15,000 opener. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Dial 1119” (M-G) (2d wk). First 
holdover’ session ending next 
Friday (15) looks like lean $6,500 
after $10,000 initial week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—“‘Rio Grande” (Rep) (4th 
wk). Current round ending next 
Friday (15) will be down to around 
$9,000 after $12,000 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“High Lonesome” (EL) with vaude. 
Only getting fair $17,000 or less. 
Last week, “Farewell Yesterday” 
(20th) and vaude, in red with dull 


85)—‘‘West Point Story” and “Hot | ¢15 900. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 


| Softly Stranger” (RKO) 
| ‘Masked Raiders” (RKO), $6,400. 
Paramount (Evergreen) 
50-85)—“‘Hell Town” (Indie) and 
| “Buffalo Stampede’”’, (Indie) (reis- 
sues). Good 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) and 
Busters” (Mono), $8,700. 
| United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- 
85) — “King Solomon’s Mines” 
| (M-G) (3d wk). Solid $10,500. Last 
week, torrid $13,400, with first two 


“Blues 





house. rey 


weeks breaking 5-year record for 


| 


| 


| 





and | Dorsey orch, Nat “King” Cole Trio 


heading stage bill (3d-final wk). 


(3,400; | Initial holdover frame ended last 


night (Tues.) held fairly well at 
$60,000 after big $72,000 for first 


$8,500. Last week, week. “Mr. Music” (Par) comes in 


Dec. 20. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘“Kim” 
(M-G) with annual Christmas show 
and pageant onstage. Despite 
Xmas shopping and storms, this 
combination is soaring to big 
$145,000, aided by nice crix ap- 


praisal for film and stage bill. 
Holding through New Year’s, of 
course. Last week, “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” (M-G) and stage- 
show (4th wk), $100,000, making 
highly profitable 4-week gross of 
$500,000. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“International Burlesque” (Indie) 
(6th wk). Holding remarkable well 
at $5,500 after $7,000 last session. 
Stays a seventh. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.25) — “Never Dull Moment” 
(RKO) (3d wk). Suffering with 


others, and down to around $7,000 
after $9,000 last week. ‘‘Mudlark” 
(20th) is due in on Dec. 23. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Jackpot” (20th) with Philhar- 
monic Piano Quartet, Paul Remos 
and Toy Boys, .iceshow heading 
Stageshow (3d-final wk). Off to 
light $55,000 in final 9 days after 
$50,000 last week in seven days. 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th), plus 
Yuletide stageshow featuring Elsa 
& Waldo, Gertrude Ribla, Gautier’s 
Steeplechase and iceshow, opens 
Friday (15). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Operation X” (Col). First week 
ending next Friday (15) looks 
light $11,000. Brought in to fill 
out until Xmas picture, “Flying 
Missile” (Col) opens on Dec. 23. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
“Highway 301” (WB) with Dave 
Apollon, Peggy Mann, others, on- 
stage. Initial week looks only 
slight $27,000, low in recent weeks. 
Holds. In ahead, “Breakthrough” 
(WB) plus Mimi Benzell, Herb 
Shriner heading stageshow (3d wk), 
$24,000. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Trio” (Par) (10th wk). Ninth 
frame ended Monday (11) held to 
$9,000 after $10,700 for eighth 
week. Continues. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Prelude To Fame” (U) 
(5th wk). Still showing profit at 
$4,500 after $5,000 last stanza. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) 453% 
74-$1.50)—“‘Rapture” (EL). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Kind 
Hearts” (EL) (27th wk), finished at 
$2,500 after $3,200 for 26th round, 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). 
Third round ended last night 
(Tues.) continued very well at 
$14,000 after $18,000 for second 
week. “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
opens Dec. 26, opening having 
been moved up one day. 


‘Mad Wed.’ Neat $20,000 
Aces in Hub; ‘Sun Sets’ 
Hot 226, ‘Jackpot’ 166 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

Just average biz here, but aided 
by visitors Sunday here to view 
Xmas decorations. “Mad Wednes- 
day,” helped by strong bally, is do- 
ing best. “Jackpot” at Met shapes 
okay. “King Solomon’s Mines” in 
third week at State and Orpheum 
still is in chips. “Sun Sets at 
Dawn” at Paramount and Fenway 
is robust. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“State Secret” (Col) (3d wk). Down 
to about $4,800 after good $6,800 
for second. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill, Inc.) 
(780; 40-95) —“‘Golden Salamander” 
(EL) (3d wk). Off to $2,500 after 
nice 3,200 for second. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Sun Sets at Dawn” (EL) and “Two 
Lost Worlds” (EL). Robust at 
$6,500. ‘‘Last week, ‘“‘Let’s Dance” 
(Par) and “Young Lovers” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $3,800. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Mad Wednesday” (RKO). Plenty 
of publicity on this one, with neat 
$20,000 in view. Last week, “Joan 
of Arc’ (RKO), first time at pop 
prices, slow $10,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
—‘Jackpot” (20th) and ‘‘Look Be- 
fore You Love” (Indie). Only fair 
$16,000. Last week, “West Point 
Story” (WB) and “Bandit Queen” 
(Indie) (2d wk), nice $15,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Not bad $11,500 after oke 
$16,000 for second. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘“Sun Sets at Dawn” (EL) and 
“Two Lost Worlds” (EL). Nifty 
$15,500. Last week, “Let’s Dance” 
(Par) and “Young Lovers” (Indie) 
(2d wk), good $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—- 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Oke $7,000 after neat $10,000 








for second. 
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soo kag aii kaa aca A RO aah ak emanates Cans cae Cea ae a Acin a a Cale OE SEA a TR OS Cee ate eee 


a: HOULIHAN, Albany; FRED R. DODSON, Atlanta; JAMES M. CONNOLLY, Boston; CHARLES B. KOSCO, Buffalo; VERNON M. SKOREY, Calgary; JOHN E. HOL- 
RALPH mons TOM R. GILLIAM, Chicago; JOSEPH B. ROSEN, Cincinnati; IZZY J. SCHMERTZ, Cleveland; MARK SHERIDAN, Dallas; VINCENT J. DUGAN, Denver; 
NH PIELOW, IR, Des Baines; JOE J. LEE, Detroit; TOM ©. MECLEASTER, Indienapolis; JOE R. NEGER, Kansas City; CLYDE W. ECKHARDT, Loe Angclc; TOM 
BRIANT = Memphis; JACK H. LORENTZ, Milwaukee; MOE A. LEVY, Minneapolis; GERRY CHERNOFF, Montreal; BENJAMIN A. SIMON, New Haven; WILLIAM 
F. POWER ew Orleans; MARION W. OSBORNE, Oklahoma City; JOE E. SCOTT, Omaha; SAME. DIAMOND, Philadelphia; AL LEVY, Pittsburgh; CHARLES 
e. S, Portland; CHARLES L. WALKER, Salt Lake City; ALEX W. HARRISON, San Francisco; REGINALD G. MARCH, St. John; GORDON F. HALLORAN, 

ovis, CHILTON L. ROBINETT, Seattic; PETER MYERS, Toronto; JAMES E. PATTERSON, Vancouver; C. GLENN NORRIS, Washington; JOSEPH H. HUBER, Winnipeg 
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12 Top Stageshows, Six Ace Films, 
All New, Bid for London Xmas Biz 


London, Dec. 12. 
Biggest bid for patronage in re- 
cent vears will be made during the 
Yuletide vacation when a dozen top 
Christmas stage shows will com- 
pete with six of the year’s biggest 


films. Investment in theatrical pro- | 


ductions on a more ambitious 
scale than previous year. In the 
West End alone there will be three 
new pantomimes. Two pantos on 
ice will play in the massive arenas 
at Earle Court and Wembley. Cone 
peting circuses will be Bertram 
Mills’ at Olympia and Tom Arnold's 
at Harringay. In addition, at least 
six perennial favorites will be re- 
turning to the West End for the 
holiday season. 

The three new West End pantos 


1s 


are “Babes in the Wood,” at the 
Palladium, with Adele Dixon in 
the lead: ‘Mother Goose” at the 


Princes and Emile Littler’s “Goody 
Two Shoes,” starring Arhur Askey, 
at the Casino. The ice pantos art 


“Babes in the Wood on Ice,” star: 
ring Belita, at the Empress Hall 
and “Dick Whittington on Ice” at 
the Empire Pool. Advance book: 
ings for the last two named pro- 
ductions already exceed $500,000 

Apart from the circuses, the 
other Christmas bills include 
“Charlev’s Aunt,’ presented by 
Emile Littler at the Saville, with 


Leslie Phillips in the lead; “Peter 


Pan” at the Seala, again starring 
Margaret Lockwood; “Beauty and 
Beast” at the Westminster, ‘““‘Where 
the Rainbow Ends” at the Stoll, 
and “Black Arrow” and ‘Treasure 
Island” as matinee shows for the 
Old Vic and the St. James'’s. 

The new major fiilms will be 
Disney's “Cinderella,” which opens 
at the Prince of Wales Monday 
(18): “King Solomon’s’§ Mines.” 
which started an extended run at 


the Empire yesterday (11); “Sam. 


son & Delilah.’ which opens day: 
date at Carlton and Plaza _ nexi 
Tuesday 19); All About Eve,” 


which opened at the Gaumont last 
Thursday (7) and ‘‘Harvey,” which 
bows in at the Leicester Square 
Odeon Dec. 20. 

The only major British entry for 
the Christmas derby J. Arthur 
Rank’s only directly sponsored pro- 
duction, “Highly Dangerous,” 
ring Margaret Lockwood and Dane 
Clark. 


Actor Krauss Quits Berlin 
Play After Rifts; Court 


Backs Producer Harlan 


Berlin, Dec. 12. 

Werner Krauss, who did two 
characters in the film, “Jew Suess,” 
made during the Hitler regime. 
was the target of anti-Nazi demon- 
stration here at the preem of Hen- 
rik Ibsen’s “John Gabriel Bork- 
man,’ because of his record. It 
wus his first postwar appearance. 

Resentment of the mob was con- 
centrated on Krauss despite the 
popularity of his co-players, Kaethe 
Dorsch and Helen Thimig, widow 
of Max Reinhardt. Krauss was re- 
moved from the cast after several 
days of disturbances, following 
meetings between city officials and 
Jewish civic leaders. 

An attempt to boycott all pix 
directed by Veit Harlan ran 
into a stone wall when the Ham- 
burg county court warned the Ham- 
burg Press Board chief, Ernst 
Lueth, that any possible campaign 
by Hamburg newspapers to call or 
incite a public boycott against the 
first Harlan pic, “The Immortal 
Mistress,” would constitute a vio- 
lation of Article 2 of the German 
Fundamental Law (‘The German 
Bill of Rights). Harlan had been 
cited for Nazi ticups. 

Domnick Films, which is releas- 
ing the film received full support 
from the court, which stated that 
any such boycott was a violation 
of the law guaranteeing every citi- 
zen work and would be subject to 
fine. 


is 


star- 








Uruguay Pic From Airer 
Montevideo, Dec. 5. 


Asocine plans to produce a new 
pic to be called “Mystery of the 


Burnt Mill,” being broadcast by 
C. X. 44 Emisoras Norton, as 
“Crime Arrives at Night.” This 


film will be done as a cooperative 
effort. receiving pay according to 
the success the pic may have. 


_ Since the Burnt Mill is of na- 
tional historic interest, it is pos- 
Sible that the National Tourist 


Committee will offer its support. 





+ 


‘Col, Greater Union Sign 
Record Long-Term Pact 


Sydney, Dec. 12. 

Columbia Pictures and Greater 
Unien theatres have signed the 
longest term product franchise in 
Aussie film history. Although the 
term is undisclosed, it is believed 
that the life of the pact covers a 
period of 15 to 20 years. 

Deal was negotiated by GU head 
Norman B. Rydge and Nick Pery, 
Australasia managing director for 
Columbia, with an okay from Col 
foreign chief Joseph McConville. 
GU and Col formerly had a 10-year 
pact, 





France Pushes 
Export Pix Deals 


Paris, Dec 

Robert Cravenne. director of the 
semi-official Uni-France Film or- 
ganized to push exploitation and 
exportation of Gallic pix abroad, 
has revealed progress on recent 
negotiations. Italy and France 
have set up complete reciprocity 
policies in the exchange of films 
and established several outfits for 
coproduction. Among the recent 
coproduction pictures made with 
mixed Franco-Italian artists are 
“Fabiola.” “Sa Majeste Monsieur 
Dupont,” “Walls of Malapaga.” “Le 
Chateau de Verre”’ and ‘La Por- 
teuse de Pain.” 

Russia negotiations are proceed- 
ing with Sovexporftfilm, backed by 
the syndicate of French distribs 
and producers. An exchange agree- 
looks hopeful also, being based on 
reciprocity. The Russos are inter- 
ested in taking eight films, but the 
French are holding out for 12 pix. 

England and France have a 
mixed Franco-British commission 
which examines the pic exchange 
each yvear, and makes suggestions. 
There are two distribs set up for 
French pix in England, one under 
\iexander Korda and the other 
under J. Arthur Rank. There are 
seven art houses in London, and 
others opening in Manchester and 
Birmingham, The recent English 
experiments in dubbing carefully 
chosen French pix is catching on. 

In the Near East, French pix are 
entering the Egyptian market, and 
there will be a campaign to push 
the films further. On the Ameri- 


12 


can front, Uni-France feels it will- 


take time before French films can 
get out of the special house cate- 
gory. 


MEXICO CENSORS IN 
CLEAN FILMS DRIVE 


Mexico City, Dec. 12. 

Pic censoring again has been 
tightened up again here. Jesus 
Castillo Lopez, chief of the na- 
tional cinematographic board. an- 
nounced the drive. The board cited 
the Mexican film, “The Softie,”’ pro- 
duced by the Cinematografica In- 
ternational, and ordered sharp cuts. 
It was given a “C” rating, suitable 
for adults only, and banned, from 
export. Many squawks from 





decency and good taste in many 
pix brought the crackdown. 
Lopez said “Softie” also was an 
affront to the country’s illiteracy. 
Also ruled that the film depicts 
Mexico as a land where looting 
and exploiting of foreign tourists 
is a matter of course. Pic was 
barred from export because the 
board considers it a very bad ad- 
vertisement for Mexico. 


Lack of Top Brit. Pix May 


Cue Fewer Festival Entries 
London, Dec. 12. 

Because there is likely to be a 
shortage of suitable top ranking 
product, British producers will only 
participate in two Continental film 
festivals next year. The two to be 
supported are those at Cannes in 
April and Venice in August-Sep- 
tember. 

The measure of participation in 
these two festivals will also be on a 
limited scale and with only first- 
class pix which will reflect credit 
on the entire industry. 





the | 
public about the lack of elemental | 





United Artists’ General Manager 


in Britain 
Monty C. Morton 


discourses on 


Re-Establishing U.S. 
Film Supremacy in 
Britain 


* * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 


4nniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


4Sth 











Metro Back In 
Japan by 195] 


Tokvo, Dec. 1. 

Metro has opened an office here 
and is laying the groundwork for 
reentry next Summer aS an I1n- 
dependent film distributor in 
Japan. Edward F O'Connor, 
Metro's Far Eastern rep, heads the 
new setup and will use Tokyo 


Its 


henceforth as headquarters for Far | 


Eastern sales 

Metro product currently is being 
released here through the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. under 
agreement which ends next June 
30. As far as Metro is concerned, 
pact will not be renewed. Studio 
already has a SCAP import license 


Metro move, not altogether un- 
expected, likely will be followed 
by other major distribs in the 


MPEA pool which has been the sole 


distributing agency in Japan for 
U.S. pix since 1946. United Artists 
also obtained an import license 


from Occupation headquarters sev- 
eral months ago. 


Brit, Board of Trade 
Asks Suggestions For 
Changes in Quota Act 


London, Dec. 12. 

The Board of Trade has taken 
an unprecedented step and invited 
the industry to make suggestions 
for amendments to the existing 
Quota Act, which went into force 
in 1948 and is due to run for 10 
vears. Although the BOT  re- 
frained from suggesting that 
amending legislation may follow, 


it is regarded as significant in the 
industry that this is the first time 
a request of this nature has been 
made before the expiration of the 
act. 

A formal request for observations 
was sent out a few days ago to 
every trade organization. 

The BOT letter asks various in- 
dustry groups for its views on the 
working of the 1948 Quota Act and 


invites proposed amendments 
which would be considered if an 
opportunity arises to introduce an 
amending bill. It is understood 
that the procedure to be followed 
will be that in the first instance 
the observations of the industry 


associations will be considered by 
the Films Council, which is slated 
to meet in January. A report will 
subsequently be made to BOT 
prexyv Harold Wilson. 





Producers in Hassle 


Over Eady Fund Coin 


Londen, Dee. 12. 

A conflict of opinion between the 
producers of first and second fea- 
ture films and makers of docu- 
mentaries has delayed an agree- 
ment on the division of the spoils 
coming to the British fil: industry 
from the Eady fund, set up in the 
recent admission tax readjustment. 

The measure of agreement. al- 
ready obtained applies to the 
method of calculating the share to 
be paid for first and second fea- 
tures. This will be based on the 
distributors’ gross receipts for 
each British-made pie over the 
year. <A proposal by British pro- 
ducers that documentaries 
shorts should work on 


of Short Film Producers. who claim 
this would vield only a fraction of 
what they*think they are entitled 
to. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 24 








an | 


and { 
a_ similar | 
basis was flatly nixed by the Assn. | 


American Info Service’s Legit Try 





East Germany Planning 
Own State Film Setup 


Berlin, Dec. 5. 

The Communist-run East Ger- 
man Republic is planning to estab- 
lish a State Film Office patterned 
after Nazi's defunct Reich Chamber 
of Film, according to reports reach- 
ing Allied sources here. This of- 
fice would probably be headed by 
Soviet director Slatan Dudow. It 
will closely collaborate with Sovex- 


port, Soviet distribution agency, 
and DEFA, the East Zone film 
monopoly. 


Starting next Jan. 1, DEFA will 
import 79 to 80 feature films 
vearly from Russia and her satel- 
lites, and that prewar German pix 
will be withdrawn from distribu- 
tion. 


Sardou Heirs Sue 


Italo Prod. Unit 


5. 
Two important cases are in the 


Paris, Dec. 


French Courts, here, one about the 
musical rights in a picture and the 
other a libel action over a publica- 
tion. David Rousset, author of a 
translation of the Soviet Punishing 
Labor Code, sued for libel when 
the red weekly Lettres Francaises 
printed that he had not given the 
right translation and had created 
part of what he wrote. 

In the other case, Victor Sardou 
heirs are suing Mosco Exelsa Pro- 
ductions of Italy. The producer 
made a picture with the Italian 


underground as a theme, and un- 
derground members’ sing some 
tunes from “Tosca” in one scene. 
The producer bought the musical 
rights for these from publishers 
Ricordi. The Sardou heirs claim 


the musical was based on the Sar- 
dou legit drama, and that they 
should have been asked for use of 
the material besides Ricordi. They 
want $2.000 for infringement of 
rights. 

A similar Sardou claim was lost 
by heirs when they claimed that 
“Butterfly” was also an intringe- 
ment when partly used. 


DIRECTOR IN TOKYO 
ON RKO KOREA PIC 


Tokyo, Dee. 5. 

Director and production man- 
ager for a forthcoming RKO pic- 
ture on Korean war arrived in 
Tokvo this week and were skedded 
to fiy to Korea for a firsthand ap- 
praisal of filming possibilities on 
the embattied peninsula. They 
are Theodore Tetzlaf, director, and 
Lowell Farrell. Idea for the film 
was first suggested by the Army 
brass in Washington and was ac- 
cepted immediately by Howard 
Hughes. 

Army's interest is to show, Amer- 
ican public through a= dramatic 
film story the terrific odds which 
U.S. forces faced in Korea and the 
reasons for the stategic withdrawal 
to the Pusan bridgehead until an 





adequate United Nations army 
could be assembled for an offen- 
sive. Scenario has been written 


by Milton Krims and pic is tenta- 
lively budgeted at $2.000.000. 
Tetzlaf and Farrell are here to 
determine if facilities are avail- 
able for making the production in 


Korea. They also conferred short- 
ly after their arrival with Army 
officers in Gen. Douglas Mac- 


Arthur’s headquarters to ascertain 
whether Chinese intervention § in 
North Korea will force abandon- 
ment of the whole project. Tetzlaf 
said no decision was reached. and 
the studio will have to wait fur- 
ther developments. 


Monterde Heads Mex. Academy 
Mexico City, Dec. 5. 
Francisco Monterde is the new 
prexy of the Mexican Academy of 
Cinematographie Arts and Sciences 





which does the annual Oscaring 
down here. 
Other new officers are Miguel 


Angel Ferriz, veepee: Hector Fer- 
nandez, treasurer; Enrique Rosado, 
secretary and Marco Aurelio Gal- 
lindo, corresponding secretary. 


| 


i 


In Vienna NG; Uniformly Panned 


+ 


Vienna, Dec. 5. 

The American Information Serv- 
ices branch here began a play. 
producing program of its own this 
month “to acquaint the Viennese 
with American dramatists.” The 
first production, Eugene O'Neill's 
“Beyond the Horizon,” was rated 
by one of crix as “a flop of such 
proportions that not even the die- 
hards dared to give it the cus- 
tomary opening-night§ applatise.” 
The critics wrote appreciatively of 
O'Neill, but warned the public it 
could get no idea of his works 
from ISB's inept staging. One 
critic said: “The tragic atmosphere 
of this play cannot be created by 
shrieks and hectic movements re- 
sembling convulsive palpitations.” 

Weekend performances are given 
by Viennese actors under the di- 
rection of an Austrian-born Ameri- 
can employee of ISB whose only 
theatrical experience has been in 
a dramatic workshop of a small 
N. Y. school and with United Na- 
tions festivals. Production expenses 
are paid out of Congressional-ap- 
propriated funds for the American 
information program abroad. 

It is not very clear why ISB has 
begun such a costly program at 
American taxpayer's expense. The 
Viennese apparently do not feel 
they need any closer acquaintance 
with American dramatists than 
they have had in Vienna's profes- 
sional theatres since the war. Be- 
cause of the dearth of native post- 
war playwrights, the Viennese pro- 
ducers have been staging every- 
thing they can get their hands on 
from London, Paris and New York, 

More than 60 of the better mod- 
ern American plays have been pro- 
duced, and one can see almost all 
of the latest Broadway hits such as 
“Member of the Wedding.” “Death 
of a Salesman,” “Cocktail Party” 
and “Streetcar Named _ Desire”® 
Without leaving Vienna. Eugene 
O'Neill has been represented here 


both before and after the war by 
his major works, “Mourning Be- 
comes Electra” and “Strange In- 


terlude.” 





Native Films Dominate 
Denmark Pix Theatres; 


State Aid Paying Off 


Copenhagen, Nov. 28. 


Native produgt dominates the 
Danish cinemas this season more 
than ever before. The state aid 


to the producers, giving them 2c. 
on each ticket sold plus the usual 
30° in film rent, of course, has 
stimulated the Danish film produc- 
tion. 

Most of the new Danish pix are 
of the semi-documentary variety. 
“Smedestrade 4” depicts police 
methods in solving a murder, 
“Cafe Paradis” (Asa) rated an art- 
istic success, tells about alcoholics 
in the upper and lower classes, 
with Ib Schonberg, the rotund act- 
or, as Star. “I Gabestokken” reveals 
the many problems facing tubercu- 
losis patients, and their return to 
normal life. 

Biggest hit at the wickets is “The 
Story of Hjertholm,” film version 
of a Danish bestseller of half a 


century ago, Preben Philipsen’s 
first Danish film, “The Needle,’ 


about Danish dope addicts, is set 
for February preem. 

Danish pix are crowding the cin- 
ema playing time, especially in the 
provinces—so hard that American 
pictures find it tougher getting 
play-dates. Among the U. S. hits 
have been “State Secret,” “A Walk 
in the Sun” and “No Sad Songs.” 
The Xmas season will probably be 
dominated by such Hollywood 
product as “Cinderella” at the Met- 
ropol. “Bill and Coo” at Scala-Bio 
and “Annie Get Your Gun” at the 
Paladsteatret. 





Tom Arnold’s Circus 


London, Dec. 5. 

Tom Arnold’s annual Harringay 
circus, staged and directed by 
Clem Butson, opening Dee. 21, has 
a cast of 300 in addition to 150 
animals. Acts signed for the show 
include Leon de Rousseau, who 
does a back somersault from a 50- 
foot tower; Bert Holt, juggling 
aerialist, Poly Orea’s Dog Revue, 
George Wong Troupe and the Are 


thur Klein Family of comedy 
cyclists. 

The production it is claimed, 
represents an investment of up- 


iwards of $500,000. 




































































FOR CHRISTMAS ALL 
YEAR VOTE M-G-M! | 
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Brazil, Arg. Films Still Getting 
Govt. Support on Industry Build-Up 


Washington, Dec. 12. 
South America’s two largest 
countries are continuing to provide 
substantial government support tor 
the buiid-up of their film indus- 


tries, according to 

Golden. head of the film division 
of the U. S. Commerce Department. 
In Brazil, he reports, foreign dis- 
tributors are having little suc- 
cess in trving to get import quotas 
increased. Quotas for the second 
quarter of 1951 “have been allo- 
cated on the basis of average 1m- 
ports tor the preceding four years, 
1946 through 1949, and in most 


cases will remain unchanged trom 
previous quarterly quotas.” 
Government there put through a 
regulation requiring film houses to 
show at least six Brazilian features 
annually, and freezing admission 
prices. One Rio de Janeiro circuit, 
which refused to abide by the com- 
pulsory exhibition requirement, 
has taken the decree to court. New 
Brazilian Companhia Cine- 
matografica Cruz. has had 
such success with its first quality 
feature. released late in October, 
that it is expected other producers 


studio 


Vera 


also will strive for higher qual- 
ity pictures 
In Argentina, a recent decree 


provides for the theaires to give 


domestic features “ail the advan- 
tages and privileges that are 
granted to foreign films.” Under 


this regulation, Argentine pix must 
receive a minimum percentage of 


50°> of gross in first-run houses, 
45¢o in intermediate theatres, and 
40°% in other houses during first 


week of exhibition. Heretofore, 
first-run situations paid only 40° 
and others 35° in the initial week, 
with 25'o thereatter. 

In addition, first-runs must play 
Argentine films a minimum of one 
week. If receipis are 80° of what 
is required to holdover a foreign 


film, then the Argentine picture 
must be kept for a sccond week. 
First-run and intermediate thea- 


tres must show Argentine product 
for one week in each month and 
other theatres must screen them 
three weeks out of six. Last Sep- 
tember, the Under Secretariat of 
information closed a_ leading 
Buenos Aires theatre over the 
weekend because it failed to 


49 


Nathan OD. | 


dis- | 


lodge an American film after three | 


weeks and to put in an Argentine 
pic. 


Last-Ditch Drive Vs. 


Foreion Players Fails 
Despite Union Efforts 


London, Dec. 5. 

A new last-ditch offensive by 
trade union leaders te curb the 
entry of foreizn artists and techni- 
cizns into Britain is meeting with 
failure. Every individual applica- 
tion has been the subject of opposi- 
tion, but on each ecccasion there 
ultimately has been a climb-down, 








With Eyes Closed, Yet 


Paris, Dec. 5. 
The newspaper Paris-Soir 
ran this ad recently: 


“Parisian ballet troupe is 


looking for a Maecenas. Age 
and position immaterial. Sole 
requirement: to have 15,000,- 
000 frances ‘minimum) to put 
into the business ‘with eyes 
closed). Apply to Michel de 


Bry, Ballets Jean Babilee.”’ 


Many New Prod. 


Companies in Arg. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 5. 

As the year draws to a close, a 
whole flock of new production com- 
panies are being set up, all hoping 
to cash in during 1951 if no deal 
is made to renew U. S. imports. 

Among the new outfits is Hori- 
zonte. formed by Argentine scenar- 
ist Ulyses Petit de Murat, along 
with Tulio Demichelli, Leon Kli- 
movsky and Enrique Faustin. Com- 
pany’s initial production will be a 
filmization of William Hudson’s 
“The Purple Land,” to which Nar- | 
ciso. Maschinandiarena, formerly 
with San Miguel Studios, has the 
film rights. The second production 
will be a mystery, ‘Calibre 45,” to 
be directed by Kiimovsky. Julio 
Villareeal will distribute for the 
outfit. 

Another new producing unit is 
Kine-Rector, which has its studios 
in the northern city of Tucuman. 
This company is due to start roll- 
ing ‘‘Meekness” by Gui Iermo 
Trojas. 

Plans for next year also indicate 
a concentration on bringing in 
more imported talent and in turn- 
ing out foreign-language as well as 
Spanish-speaking product. 


SHAWCROSS WARNS BRIT 
PRODUCERS ON FINANCE 


London, Dec. 12. 
Unlimited dollars won't be avail- 
able for film imports in the near 
future, and therefore it’s necessary 








‘to develop the domestic industry, 


j 
| 


' 
| 


| 


and the permit granted. The re-| 


sistance by the Ministry of Labor 
to the union pressure is giving rise 
to hopes of a freer exchange of tal- 
ent across the Atlantic. 


It is felt here that during the 
Festival of Britain period 
year, there will be an unprecedent- 
ed demand for some of the biggest 
show biz names for legit and vaude, 
and particularly for cabaret. West 
End cafe operators are all set for 
the biggest buying spree of inter- 


} 
| 
| 


next | 
‘ganda is 


Attorney General Sir Hartley 
Shawcross told the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. banquet tonight 
(Tues. ). 

Buildup of the British industry, 
Sir Hartley emphasized, wouldn't 
be settled by government decrees 
and quotas. However, he suggested | 
that improvement in the situation | 
might be accomplished by a pool-' 
ing of ideas and finance. Admitted- 
ly exhibs have a wider choice of 
films from Hollywood, but the 
official considers this as a_ short- 
term view when the national in- 
terest is weighed. 





Paris Commies Strive 
To Belittle Yanks 


Paris, Dec. 5. 
Via newspapers and all other 
available media, communist propa- | 
reaching unprecedented | 
intensity here though it is not al- | 
Ways accurate. Much of the propa- 
ganda is meant to destroy French 


confidence in the U. S. and make | 


national talent for the summer sea- | 


son. 


Although the government con- 
tinues to be accommodating. the 
unions involved show no sign of 
relaxing their attitude. 





Granada British Chain 
Subs Panto for Films 


London, Dec. 5. 


Operating at the usual admission 


} 


charges with a top of 84c¢ and a} 


minimum of 28¢, the Granada 
group is presenting pantomime as 
a Christmas attraction at some of 
their theatres in lieu of films. Pro- 
duction of “Cinderella,” with Hal 


Monty starred, opens at. their 
Tooting house Dec. 26, and will 
then play other theatres in the cir- 
cuit iacluding Sutton, Woolwich 
and Clapham Junction. 

A second production of “Jack 
and the Beanstalk” will open at 


Shrewsbury on the same date for 
three weeks before transferring to 
Rugby. 


American characters despicable. | 

Capitalizing on Errol Flynn's re- | 
cent difficulties, the publication | 
“Combat” printed a picture of him 
behind bars, taken from a picture. | 
This big type said: “Has Errol | 
Flynn been arrested?” with small | 
type at the end saying “above pic- | 
ture was taken from a film, many | 
of which show Flynn behind bars.” 





Tokyo, Dec. 5. 

Robert M. Lury, until recently | 
Far Eastern supervisor for Univer- 
sal, with headquarters in Singa- | 
pore, has left U to set up his own 
distribution operation here under 
the name of Select International 
Films. Lury has concluded a pact ' 
with Eagle Lion Classics to handle 
the firm’s product in Japan. 

Lury will release the films 
through Shochiku Theatrical Co.. 
major Japanese distrib. 

Mr. Lury was born in Japan and 
before the war was managing di- | 


| 
Lury Quits U in Far East | 


‘rector for Universal here, 


Mounting Costs Slough 
Finnish Pix Production 


Washington, Dee. 12. 

Finnish film studios, staggering 
under a burden of mounting costs 
and continued labor trouble, are 
hoping to complete about 15 fea- 
tures by the end of this year, ac- 
cording to Nathan D. Golden, film 
expert for the U. S. Commerce De- 
partment. Due to inflation, a pic- 


ture which cost about 6,000,000 | 
Finnmarks back in 1946, costs 10,- 
000.000 to get into the can these 


(231 Finnmarks equal $1 in 


) 


days 
American money. 

Finland has run into additional 
trouble because of the scarcity of 
Due to exchange restric- 
tions. neither dollars nor enough 
pounds sterling have been avail- 
able for the purchase of American 
or British raw film. Thus, the bulk 
of the imports is coming from Rus- 
sia. with most of the remainder 
from Britain. Theatre ticket prices 
were hiked in February and again 
in June. Attendance has been off, 
and about 30 picture theatres fold- 
ed. However, 19 new ones opened 
and another one or two are sked- 
ded to start runs in the outskirts 
of Helsinki. 


Try Out TV In 
French Theatre 


Paris, Dec. 5. 
shortage of available 
funds prevents the French from 
getting good TV programs, tech- 
nically they are making every ef- 
fort to keep up-to-date. Airings 
now are both on the old 455 defini- 
tion and the new 819. This permits 
the set makers to plug the new 
equipment without getting opposi- 
tion from holders of the old sets. 

One way the French want to 
soive the TV opposition in theatres 
is by equipping houses with video 
equipment which will permit the 
audience to get the normal pro- 
gram and also TV newsreels. 

To this end, the Gaumont circuit 
has equipped the 700-seat Made- 


rawstoc , 





Even if 


leine Cinema with 819-definition 
equipment devised by Etablisse- 
ments Debrie and Radio-CM In- 


dustrie. The Madeleine screen will 
get the images picked up by trucks 
with antennae in town, the video 
camera being joined to the truck 
by a cable. At the theatre another 
antenna is rigged so as to pick up 
the trucks’ transmission, with the 
developing and projection on 16m 
taking less than 90 seconds. If a 
patron is caught by the camera 
on entering the theatre, by the 
time he gets seated he sees his 
own image on the screen. 





Biggest Color Puppet Cartoon 
Washington, Dee. 12. 
Largest color puppet cartoon 
ever produced in Europe is in the 
works at Cinetone Studios in Am- 


sterdam, the Netherlands, accord- | 


ing to the U. S. Commerce De- 
partment. 

Film, which will run 10 min- 
utes, has been ordered by Philips 
of Eindhoven, one of the world’s 
largest electrical products firms, 
as a promotion stunt to advertise 
its new line of tetevision sets. It 
will be given worldwide distribu- 


| tion. 








Current London Shows 


«Figures show weeks of runy 
London, Dec. 12. 
“Accolade,” Aldwych (14). 
“Ace of Clubs,’ Cambridge (27). 
“Blue For Bay,” His Majesty’s (2). 
“Capt. Carvallo,” Garrick (18). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (27), 
“Cocktail Party,’ New (32). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Phoenix (9). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (24). 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp. (62). 


“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (29). 


“Holly and Ivy,’ Duchess (31). 
“Home & Beauty,” St. Mart (11). 
“Home at Seven,’ Wynrh'm (40). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (64). 


“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (39). | 


“Latin Quarter,” Casino (39), 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (16). 
“Mister Roberts,’ Coliseum 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W’teh'll 
“Return to Tyassi,’’ York’s 
“Ring Round Moon,” Gl'be 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (26). 
“2d Tanqueray,’ Haymark't (15). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (6). 
“To Dorothy,” Savoy (3). 
“Top of Ladder,” St. Jas. (9), 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (29). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (7), 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (14). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (190). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Fourposter,” Ambassador's (8). 
“Party Manners,” Princess (5). 


(21). 
(13). 
(2). 


(37). 


Japan Exhibs, Theatre Owners Open 
Drive to Slash 100% Admish Tax 





His Master’s Voice 
Berlin, Dec. 5. 

Latest Communist propagan- 
da poster to be plastered all 
over East Berlin is a cartoon 
of an old-fashioned  phono- 
graph with Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson's face inside 
the speaker. Sitting in front of 
the speaker is a dog with the 
face of Bonn Chancellor Kon- 
rad Adenauer. 

The caption is “His Master's 
Voice.” 


Hot Quota Fight 
Looms in Aussie 


Sydney, Dec. 5. 

| End of year should see the de- 
velopment of a hot battle’ be- 
tween distributors and exhibitors 
| here on the current quota setup 
covering both U.S. and: British pix, 
according to latest industry re- 
ports. The quota law says exhibs 
must screen a certain number of 
Aussie-made pix per annum and 
also 15°> of British films. Exhibs 
also have the right to reject 25° 
of U. S. pictures contracted for in 
order to play the local product. 
But since insufficient number of 
home pix have been made to cover 
the quota decree, exhibs now are 
claiming that the screening of 52 
Aussie-made newsreels per year 
gives them the right to reject a 
U. S. feature film. 

Now the eight major U. S. dis- 
tribs here contend that legally no 
exhib has the right to reject a 
U. S. production simply by screen- 
ing Aussie newsreels. Also that 
pix contracted for must be plaved 
or paid for under contract terms. 
The Aussie Exhibs Assn; will fight 
this edict. 


> UNIONS HUDDLE ON 
BRITISH FILM CRISIS 


London, Dee. 12. 
A publie conference on the Brit- 
ish film crisis is to be opened by 
Sir Laurence Olivier, it being con- 
vened under the auspices of the 











Tokyo, Dee. 5. 
Japanese film and theatrical in. 
dustry, by its own admission “fast 
approaching financial bankruptey 
and ruin,” has launched a concert. 


'ed drive for reduction of the na- 


tion's 100° admission tax. Japan 
Theatre Owners Assn. and Japan 
Motion Picture Assn, issued a joint 
white paper on the tax problem, 
setting forth scores of reasons why 
the tax on cinema houses should 
be slashed to 50° and wiped out 
entirely for legit, opera, ballet and 
concert performances. 

Admission tax in Japan is a mu- 
nicipal levy and accounts for nearly 
10° of local fiscal revenue. The 
white paper charges that the tax 
has resulted in (1) a drastic cut 
in production costs of native films 
resulting in a deplorable deteriora- 
tion in quality, (2) deterioration of 
theatre facilities, (3) deterioration 
of services catering to customer 
comfort and convenience, and ‘4) 
decrease in salaries and wages. The 
paper says the industry has been 
virtually taxed to death by the con- 
fiseatory and short-sighted policy 
of the government. 

Japan’s admission tax, at one 
time 200°O, was slashed to 100° 
last March. At that time the trade 
argued the reduction would enable 
owners to cut the admission scale, 
resulting in an attendance upswing 
and a generally more healthy situ- 
ation. But Japan's deflationary 
trend and general money shortage 
which began late in 1949 has re- 
sulted in a 10% drop in admissions, 
wiping out the favorable effects of 
the tax reduction. 


Berlin Film Festival 


Skedded for June, ’51; 
Russo Nations Ignored 


Berlin, Dee. 5. 
Berlin will hold an International 
Film Festival June 7-16 next year, 
The Berlin Magistrat, Berlin film 
associations and other groups have 





| been working hard on the project 


for some time now, and have made 
extensive arrangements already. 
Nations invited to contribute 
from one to three pix in the com- 
petition include U. S., England, 
France, Italy, Austria, Spain, Hol- 


| land, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, 


Film Industry’s Employees Council, | 


a federation of five of the six in- 
dustry unions. The Nationa] Assn. 
of Theatrical and Kine Employees 
withdrew from the organization 
|; some time back. The conference 
_will open Jan. 21 at Wyndham’s 
theatre. Organizing committee in- 
cludes, besides Olivier, Sir Ralph 
Richardson, Dame Sybil Thorn- 
dyke, David Lean, John Milis and 
Anthony Asquith. 

There will not only be a general 
discussion on crisis problems, but 
a concrete program for submis- 
sion to the government will be pre- 
sented. In addition to members of 
sponsoring organizations, invita- 
tions are being extended to em- 
plovers’ groups, political parties 
and trade union executives, 





Longhairs Already Set 


For Aussie ’51 Jubilee 
Sydney, Dec. 5. 
Aussie government, in associa- 





tion with the Australian Broadcast- | 


ing Commission, is importing socko 
‘talent lineup for concert runaround 


during the Australian Jubilee cele- | 


brations early next year. Talent 
will also go over the ABC non- 
commercial radio network. 

Those booked so far include Mar- 
jorie Lawrence, Harold Blair. Fa- 
ther Sydney MacEwan, Dr. George 
Ball, Richard Farrell, Ricardo Od- 
noposoff, bandmaster Lt.-Col. H. 
Adkins, Sir John Barbirolli and 
| Bery! Kimber. 





Washington, Dec. 12. 
Lack of American and British 
exchange in Turkey is causing a 
resurgence of German trade in 


motion picture equipment, reports | 
Nathan D. Golden, film expert for | 


U. S. Commerce Department. 

“With the resurgence of Turk- 
ish-German trade the past year,” 
says Golden, “a substantial quanti- 
ty of replacement parts have been 
imported, as a result of which it 
has been possible to keep prewar 
projectors of German manufacture 
jin satisfactory condition,” 


Turkish-German Pix Trade vp ®,.. revue), Royal. 


Israel, Egypt, Mexico, Australia, 
India and Greece. The publie will 
also be asked to participate in the 
voting. 

Details are now being worked 
out to hold the International Cul- 
tural Film Festival in Berlin at the 
same time. It is scheduled to be 
staged in Salzburg, but Berlin film 
people believe the cultural group 
would be happy to participate in 
the Berlin affair. Another factor 
which would influence a move from 
Salzburg is the very favorable 
financial setup which is backing 
the festival. 





Shows in Australia 


(Week ending Dec. 2) 
SYDNEY 
“Bonaventure” 
Roval. 
Gilbert & Sullivan (Williamson), 
Empire. 
“Message for Margaret” (Fuller), 
Palace (opening Dec. 8). 
“Fantasy” (David Martin revue), 
Tivoli. 


(Williamson), 


MELBOURNE 
“Highwayman” (Samuels), King’s. 
“Worm’s Eye View” (Williamson), 

Comedy. 
“Tourist Trade” 
revue), Tivoli. 
“Ice Follies” (David Martin), His 
Majesty's. 


(‘David Martin 


ADELAIDE 
“Song of Norway” (Williamson), 
Roval. 
“Ladies 
Majestic. 


Night” (Harry Wren), 


BRISBANE 


“Venus Comes to Town” ‘Wal- 


“Oklahoma” 
Majesty’s. 


(Williamson), His 





‘Salesman’ Scores in Uruguay 
Montevideo, Dec. 5 

Narciso Ibanez Menta is rated 
a hit here for his direction and 
portrayal of the lead in the Span- 
ish translation of “Death of a 
Salesman,” now at the Sodre thea- 
tre. 

Here, after a successful run in 
Buenos Aires, its playing here to 
packed houses, 
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sierra Passage | 

with Morris. They are “Down the 

Lane,” by Bobby Burns and George 

Howe; “Love 1s Magic,” by Charles 

Pixon and Max Goodwin, anc 

“Lets Break the Ice, by Hugo 
Peretti and Herb Pine. eo 

\lorris gives an acceptable read- 

» and Miss Albright is pretly 


ing , beet 
enough to please as the romantic 
interest. Hale’s villain is good and 
there’s neat teaming by Winters 


and Corrigan. Young Billy Grey 
shows up nicely, playing Morris as 
a )0) —_— 

frank MeDonald’s direction lets 
i script written by Warren D. 
Wandberg, Sam Roeca and Tom W. 
Blackburn play off at the leisurely 
established by the trio, al- 


mace . ; 
hot ) several flashes of action 
come across. __ Lindsley Parsons 


production guidance does a good 
job of framing the film for its re- 
Yease, and there 1s okay camera 
work by William Sickner and mu- 
scoring by Edward J. Kay. 
Brog. 


Sical 





Frontier Outpost 
(ONE SONG) 


( bia release of Colbert Clark pro- 

on. Stars Charles Starrett; features 

iow Burnette, Lois Hall, Steve Darrell, 

| Sears. Bob Wilke, Hank Penny, Slim 

an. Directed by Ray Nazarro. Screen 

Barry Shipman; camera, Fayte 

e: editor, Paul Borofsky. At New 

, theatre. N. Y., dual, week of Nov. 
50 Running time, 55 MINS. 


Lawton l 


SsTSana 


rt 


e Durango Kid § ..Charles Starrett 
Burnette... .cccceee Smiley Burnette 

i Lois Hall 

S i vetveeeneeseeseae Steve Darrell 
erry re ry Tee eo Fred Sears 
eee---- Bob Wilke 

cee tbieeen Paul Campbell 
PRUK.c<¢seekeeees Jock O'Mahoney 
DCAVOR . os.0.cka can eee Bud Osborne 
Charles “Chuck” Roberson 

al ; Pierre Watkin 
Vurpby 5S a diol idk med Dick Wessel 
hans ifank Penny and Slim Duncan 


2prRAaAT~anan> SA 
s 





Storyline in this Charles Starrett 
entry wavers a bit, but film never- 
thel rates as satisfactory fare 
for cater followers. 
dualing as the 
‘Durango Kid" and a U. S. under- 
cover man, with Smiley Burnette 
working as his assistant. It’s their 
job to track down an outlaw gang 
responsible for raiding government 
gold shipments to a fort. In trying 
to unearth the culprits, pair dis- 
cover the fort abandoned. 

Starrett reports the situation to 
tL. S. Army headquarters at Santa 
Fe, where he's imprisoned because 
ot false information charging him 
as being the brains behind the gold 
robberies. | 

\tter breaking out of prison and | 
then springing Burnette, who was 
placed under arrest while attempt- 
ing to free him, Starrett dons his | 
black mask, calls out his white | 
steed and as the “Durango Kid” 
tracks down the actual bandits. | 

Starrett turns in a standard por- 
trayal, while Burnette offers some 
comedy relief and = partakes in 
vocalling film's only number, | 
“Twisters,” Steve Darrell makes 
a smooth heavy, while Lois Hall 
has little to do with the only 
fcinme assignment. Colbert Clark’s 
production, Ray Nazarro’s direction | 
and Fayte Browne’s lensing are all 
routine, Gros. 


Siarrett is 





The Naked Heart 
(BRITISH) 
; London, Nov. 22. 
British Lion release of Nelson Scott 
Pi otuchon, Stars Michele Morgan, Kieron 
a Directed and scripted by Mare Al- 
esret. editor, Maurice Rootes; camera, 


Armand Thirard. At Carlton, London. 
Running time, 96 MINS. 

Maria Chapdelaine ...., Michele Morgan 
orenzo Surprenant..... Kieron Moore 


Laure Chapdelaine... 2): .Francoise Rosay 


Robert fo) eee Jack Watling 
Thee Paradis. .....,.Philippe Lemarie 
'eresa Surprenant..... Nancy Price 


Paya Surprenant ...... Francis de Wolff 


‘uel Chapdelaine..George Woodbridge 





\ new young indie producer 
Makes his bow with “The Naked 
Heari, a dull, slow-moving and 
Sted drama of the Canadian frozen 
™_ ‘lt, Which can only hope to make 
, ‘aint impaet on the British mar- 
“land is not worthy of U. S.| 
anc eme. Based on the novel, 
: laria ( hapdelaine,” by Louis He- | 
onan Heart,” which cost around 
©°0,000 to lense, qualifies appar- 
®ntly for British and French quota. | 
A F rench-speaking version will be | 
available for the Canadian market 
“S “ell as for the Continent. 

: Che story of Maria Chapdelaine 
r Magy Strong enough to sustain a 
rr _ this length. Her romantic 
The da qning is ponderously naive. 
ver 7 ‘alog is no aid and the con- 
1), onal exchanges are dreary. 
ina are frequent long, slow-mov- 
are <- tssages. Technically, there 
he b ‘tous fault in the production. | 
““ ncally also, the Austrian and | 
fan locations may fill the bill 
’' British audiences, but are not | 


BoInS to satisfy customers in 
Canada. } 


In 


ay 


adequate scripting and leisure- , 
reclion gives the casi little op- 


; western. 


Film Reviews 


___———— Continued from page 8 








portunity. Michele Morgan makes 


-a valiant effort as Maria Chapde- 


laine, but Francoise Rosay has no 


/chance at all as her mother. The 


three men in Maria’s life are 
played by Kieron Moore, Philippe 
Lemaire and Jack Watling. The 
latter, although portraying an il- 
literate, speaks with a perfect Ox- 
ford accent! Myro. 


King of the Buliwhip 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Realart release of Ron Ormond (West- 
ern Adventure Productions, Inc.) produc- 
tion. Stars Lash LaRue, Al St. John, Jack 
Holt, Tom Neal, Anne Gwynne: features 
George Lewis. Michael Whalen. Dennis 
Moore. Directed by Ormond. Story and 
screenplay, Jack Lewis, Ira Webb: cam 
era, Ernest Miller; editor, Hugh Winn. 
Previewed Dec. 4, ’50. Running time, 
59 MINS. 
CO BE... occu cewabewacas hash LaRue 
PUREST Ge. SOMOS. 0.060:60644000 Al St. John 
James Kerrigan. ..ceccscceccee.-dack Holt 


Benson Sree rer re re tre . Tom Neal 
Jane Kerrigan ...... -.... Anne Gwynne 
Aree rr yr Terre George Lewis 
Henchman ....... ar ee Michael Whalen 
JOO CHRESMEP cesocccccces Dennis Moore 
Buffalo Bill..... 64664 09E 0% Tex Coopei 


routine 
It has a good peg in the 
hero's use of a bullwhip. instead of 
six-shooter, but otherwise is ordi- 
nary. 

Lash LaRue and Al St. John are 
U. S. marshals assigned to Tioga 
City to catch an outlaw and his 
gang. The outlaw uses a whip, 
same as LaRue, so latter decides to 
be a masked bandit in hopes of 
finding his man. There is only 
mild interest for the kiddies in the 
way Jack Lewis and Ira Webb have 
developed their plot. Climactic 
whip duel between LaRue and the 
heavy loses some of its punch be- 
cause it is first used to background 
runoff of title and credits at start 
of the picture. 

Sundry holdups and chases come 
through more as montages than in- 
dividual action sequences. There 
are plenty of suspects lurking 
around to distract the two heroes 
before they uncover the villain, a 
clerk in Jack Holt’s bank, who uses 
knowledge of gold shipments to 
pull his successful raids. Holt. his 
daughter, Anne Gwynne, Tom 
Neal, a suspect, Dennis Moore, the 
villain, and others are adequate in 
answering to the light demands of 
script and Ron Ormond’s direction. 

Ormond also produced. Physi- 
cal mounting, lensing and other 
technical credits are stock. 

Brog. 


This oater entry is a 





Highly Dangerous 
(BRITISH) 
London, Dec. 7. 


GFD release of Two Cities production. 
Stars Margaret Lockwood, Dane Clark: 
features Marius Goring. Directed by Roy 


quate terror when given the third 
degree. Clark does well as the 


'@asy-going reporter. Marius Goring | 


Baker. Screenplay, Eric Ambler: camera, | 


David Harcourt; editor, Alfred Roome. 


| At Odeon, London, Dec. 6, ‘50. Running 


time, 88 MINS. 
FYANCES ..ccccrcccces - Margaret, Lockwood 


Bee COMOS «.c-:0:0:6'606460.0:0%.404,3,0 50 Rae 
Razinski ...... cocccccesss marius Goring | 
Hedgerley ......+e5+....Naunton Wayne 
Director of Lab........-.Michael Hordern 
Pa cocceee--.-Bugene Deckers 
Mr. Luke...... eeeeee. Wilfred Hyde-White 
Matingki’s Asst... ccccecceccecss Olaf Pooley 
Wardress rT ry a. 





For his only directly sponsored 
British production of the season, 
J. Arthur Rank has’' teamed 
Britain’s former No. 1 boxoffice 
star, Margaret Lockwood, with 
Hollywood’s Dane Clark. Anglo- 
American combo. provides a 
stronger marquee attraction here 
than in America. However, since 
there is little that is new in this 
espionage meller, it has only mild 


biz prospects gpnerally. 


This yarn of secret agents in an 
imaginary Ruritanian setting ad- 
heres to a popular formula which 
puts adventure before credulity. 


is a natural as police chief, while | 
Naunton Wayne is a stern official 
of the Imperial General Staff. | 
Wilfred Hyde-White contributes 
another fine characterization as the 
British Charge D’Affaires. 

Roy Baker has directed with 
technical skill while lensing 1s 
sensitive. Myro. 


You Can't Fool an 
irishman 
(EIRE) 


Bell Pictures release of Roger Proud- 
lock-Michael Healy production. Features 
Tommy Duggan, Shirl Conway, Shamus 
Locke. Directed by Alfred Travers. Cam- 
era, Cyril Arapoff; music. Eamonn O’Gal- 
ehur. At 68th St. Plavhouse. N. Y., Dec. 6, 
"50. Running time, 67 MINS. 


eOEOn WUPTts ..ncccudes Tommy Duggan 
Jane MacDonald.......... Shirl Conway 


ZOOM O'FIGNOLty ....cceescs Shamus Locke 
| RASA .. Reed de Rouen 
Mary Laffey aula Sheila Martin 
Widow McDermott Josephine Fitzgerald 


And supporting cast from the Abbey The- 
atre. Dublin. 


Imported from Eire, ‘You Can't 
fool An Irishman” burlesques Hol- 
lywood in an amateurish way. The 
comedy is broad and the situa- 
tions occasionally reminiscent of 
Mack Sennett. Picture offers little 
for general U. S. release. but may 
eke out a fair return if carefully 
marketed in Hibernian neighbor- 
hoods. 

Story is a thin one. Tommy 
Duggan, a Hollywood producer, 
comes to the ould sod to film the 
life of St. Patrick. His presumed 
backer fails to materialize and the 
project begins to dissipate. But 
just when Duggan is at his wit’s | 
end to find the coin to pay his| 
hotel bill, a femme tavernkeeper 
pops up with a new money man. 

Although the humor is _§far- 
fetched, the film is helped some- 
what by some. picturesque back- 
grounds of the native terrain as 
well as a couple of Irish airs cap- 
ably sung by Shamus Locke. Per- 
formances aren't particularly good. 
Duggan’s conception of a Holly- 
wood filmmaker runs to the school 
which places top accent on a beret, 
horn-rimmed spectacles, cigar and 
a continental accent. 

Acting of the balance of the cast ' 
is more natural. Locke does well 
as a waiter chosen to portray St. | 
Patrick while Josephine Fitzger- 
ald is wholesome and sincere as 
the boniface. Sheila Martin is a 
pert colleen. Alfred Travers’ 
direction. is heavy-handed.  Pro- 
duction values are decidedly plain. | 
Cyril Arapoff’s camerawork a 

Gilb, 





(My Apple) 
(SONGS) (FRENCH) 


Paris, Dec. 5. 

Discina release of Speva production. 
Stars Maurice Chevalier; features Sophie | 
Desmarets, Vera Norman, Jean Wall, Ray- 
mond Bussieres, Jacques Baumer, Jacques 
Dynam. Written and directed by Marc: | 
Gilbert Savajon; camera, Henri Alekan; 
editor, Roger Dwyre. At Balzac, Paris. | 
Running time, 102 MINS. 


Ma Pomme ............Maurice Chevalier 
Caroline .......++.5+.... Sophie Desmarets 


| 
Ma Pomme | 


CURIS ....s000seseseseeecas Vera Norman 
POOEMAU 2s 0066080666 050085060 Jean Wall 
Fricatar .....e.e.....+.Raymond Bussieres 


Lawyer ...eeeseeeeeees-. Jacques Baumer | 





This pic is a framework for the 


\talents of the irrepressible Maurice | 


| Mr. Charm. 


But apart from one moderately . 


tense incident, the thrills are on 
the tame side. ’ 
Miss Lockwood plays a prim en- 


tomoligist who is sent by the Im-) 


perial General Staff on a secret 
mission to investigate new plans 
for bacteriological warfare being 


| concocted by a mythical European 


state. Misadventure is her lot 
from the start. On the train jour- 
ney she is unlucky enough to have 
the chief of police as her com- 


| panion and he spots the microscope 


and other paraphernalia in her 
bag. Then her mysterious contact 
is killed and the corpse planted in 


her hotel bedroom. The amateur | 
gal spy is grilled for murder, dosed | 


' wealthy set. 


with a truth drug, but subsequent- | 
ly released and continues her ad-. 


ventures with the aid of an Ameri- 
can newspaper man. ; 
This takes a long time getting 
started. Climax is when the en- 
tomologist and reporter raid a hot- 


house for a few of the valuable in-. 


sects, which gives an idea. Some 
local humor derives from a tie-up 
with a British radio adventure 


serial, but will mean little to U. S. 
| audiences. 2 


Miss -Lockwood gives a smooth 


portrayal, but fails to register ade-. 


Chevalier. A pleasant fling at the 
beginning, it goes into histrionics 
and drama in the middle, and so, 
bogs down. About a happy hobo 
who inherits a fortune, it does not | 
fully explore the comic aspects of | 
the situation or treat its serious | 
side of love and the evils of the 
filthy lucre. However, this hybrid 
has Chevalier giving out five songs 
in good style. And though his act- 
ing is a bit over-accented, he is still 
Film will gross here, 
and via the Chevalier name can do 
in special U. S. situations. 

Ma Pomme (Chevalier) is a 
tramp who has found peace in life. 
With his accordionist pal, he sings 
in the streets. An unearthed treas- 
ure finds him heir to a fortune. 

Production’s best moments are 
supplied by Chevalier’s street 
singing and his encounter with the 
Later on, the compli- 
cations are thick and unconvincing. 
Sophie Desmarets gives a fine as- 
sist as the bored libertine, while 
Raymond Bussieres, as the loyal 
pal, is fine. Henri Alekan gives a 
nice crispness to the lensing. Marc- 
Gilbert Savajon nicely paces the 
first part of the pic, and then lets 
it fall into a talkfest. Mosk. 





Angelo 
(ITALIAN) 


Scalera Film production and release. 
Features Renato Baldini, Umberto Spada- 


'ro, lole ierro, Little Angelo. Directed 


by Francesco de Robertis. Story by De 
Robertis; camera, Carlo Bellero; English 


| titles. Herman G. Weinberg. Tradeshown 


in N. Y. Running time, 97 MINS 

Matteo Belfiore.......... Renato Baldini 
Don Gennaro.......+.-. Umberto Spadaro 
es eee one lole Fierro 


Angelo ....... TUT Little Angelo 





(In Italian; English Titles) 


Here is another yarn about a) 
Negro GI's love for an Italian girl | 


during the last war. The result, 


is gripping and believable. “An- | 
gelo” looms-as a strong entry for | 
some American foreign-language 
sureseaters since the picture has 
been deftly trimmed, given under- 
standable English titles and prun- 
ed of censorable material since 
leaving Rome. Formerly released 
as “The Mulatto.” it is being dis- 
tributed in the U. S. as “Angelo” 
so as not to conflict with the legit- 
er of that tag. 

Story of an Italian who returns 
from five years in prison to learn 
that his son, not yet five, is a 
mulatto poses the conflict of pater- 
nal emotions. He learns that his 
wife died in childbirth and that 
the boy is the result of her love 
affair with a Negro GI. At first 
his desire is to disown the young- 
ster, but he finally comes to love 
the child. 

Little Angelo plays the young- 
ster with expression and obvious 
self-identification with the role. 

Renato Baldini, as the ex-con 
father sent up for stealing bread. 
brings realism to the character. 
Iole Fierro, as Baldini’s former 
sweetheart, makes the lone im- 
portant femme role stand out. She | 
has looks and thesping ability. 
Umberto Spardo is superb as Bal- 
dini’s friend. 

Francesco de Robertis directed | 
for sharp pace. He whipped up | 
the story from data he gleaned} 
from court cases and actual life 
incidents. Carlo Bellero has done 
a forthright camera job. while 
Herman G. Weinberg’s English 
titles are up to his usual fine 
standard. Wear. 


Hidden River 
(RIO ESCONDIDO) 
(MEXICAN) 


Casa-Mohme release of Raul de Anda 
production. Stars Maria Felix. Directed 
by Emilio Fernandez. Story by Fernandez; 
camera, Gabriel Figueroa. At Little Cine- 
Met, N. Y., starting Nov. 30, ’50. Run- 
ning time. 99 MINS. 


bN (aic's ne dws 41k a KG Maria Felix 
| ere Fernando Fernandez 
Don Regino....Carlos Lopez Montezuma 
cy eee (evaci saree Domingo Soler 
OE SE ear Agustin Isunza 
BMOMEPEO 2 ic0veesias Carlos Muzquiz 
Marcelino...... -.... Eduardo Arozamena 
Mercedes ....... ...Columbia Cominguez 
Presidential Aide......... Roberto Canedo 


(In Spanish; English Titles) 

“Hidden River,” a prize-winning 
film in Mexico, is supposed to 
point up the patriotic angle by 
showing how it required courage 
by teachers in the nation’s early 
days to conquer the illiteracy of 


| the masses in Mexico. Pic is a’ 


natural for Latin-American coun- 
tries; it contains a maximum of 
pathos and only a trace of humor. 


Emilio Fernandez’s 


the yarn plays too ponderously. 
Maria Felix as the schoolteacher 


who tries to educate the Indians, | 


has done much better. Her his- 
trionics are heavily strained as she 
sobs from one scene to another. 
Carlos Lopez Montezuma, whose 
garb and makeup as well as acting 


are reminiscent of Noah Beery at 


his villainous worst, also fails to 
impress. Domingo Soler is satisfy- 
ing as the priest, while other 
support is okay. 

Gabriel Figueroa, cameraman on 
“The Pearl,” contributes some 


superb lensing, but too little of, 
interest occurs in these superbly | 


photographed scenes. Wear. 





Dishonored 


(Onore E Sacrificio) 
(ITALIAN) 


Casolaro Films release of Roma Films 
(Fortunato Misiano)d production. Directed 
by Guido Brignone. Original story, Leone 
Ciprelli; camera, Augusto Tiezzi; music, 
Ezio Carabella; English titles, Salvatore 
F. Billitteri. At City Theatre. N. Y. Run- 
ning time, 103 MINS, 





Pietro Forcella ...... errs Antonio Vilar | 
BUMMER. 66 06060 s6acecceseesges Elli Parvo 
Alfredo .., «...... Otello Toso 
Barbara .... «+...» Giovanna Scotto 
Maria ..ccccccccccecseses Nada Fiorelli 
Gaetano .....+....--.-Agostino Salviette 
RYT TCC eee Checco Durante 


(In Italian: English Titles) 


Except for being a little too long, 
this Italian import carries enough 
excitement and dramatic impact to 
rate as an okay dualer for foreign- 
language nabes. Film, confining it- 
self to a minimum of action, plays 
heavily on the suspense motif for 
good results. 

Localled in Rome in 1870, yarn 
depicts the national revolution that 
took place in Italy during that 
period, centering on two revolu- 
tionists, one a trusted member of 
the movement, the other his best 
friend. Latter, however, is really 
a spy and in the course of his 
treachery murders the former's 
father to obtain some important 
documents. 

Antonio Vilar and Otello Toso 
turn in convincing portrayals as 
the loyal revolutionist and traitor, 


respectively. As the mother, Nada 


Fiorelli registers strongly. Elli 
Parvo, Giovanna Scotto and other 
members of the cast handle their 
roles well. Guido Brignone dircted 
authoritatively, while Ezio Cara- 
bella’s English titles neatly clarify 
the celluloid proceedings. Gros. 


directorial | 
touches are patently visible but! 


The Ilnmaculate 
(MEXICAN) 
Mexico City, Nov. 28. 
Cinematografica production and release. 

Stars Rosario Granados, Carlos Lopez 
Moctezuma: features Eduardo Noriega, 
Eva Martino, Delia Magana, Prudencia 
Grifell. Directed by Julio Bracho. Based 
on Catalina D’Erzell’s novel of same name; 
camera, Raul Martinez Solares. At Cine 
Palacio Chino, Mexico City. Running time, 
127 MINS. 


American patrons of Mexican 
films, especially the distaff set, 
should find “The Immaculate” a 
top entry. Pic, told mostly via flash- 
back format, is the familiar yarn 
of a mother who saves her daughter 
from running off with a phoney 
and ruining her life by telling how 
she had made the same mistake 
herself. And suffered because of 
it. Megging by Julio Bracho, fre- 
quent winner of the Mexican Oscar 
for direction, is of superior quality. 

Topping an extremely competent 
cast are Rosario Granados and Car- 
los Lopez Moctezuma. Former, a 
Chilean looker who long has been 
a name in Mexican pix, just about 
carries the production. Latter 
scores as the -heavy in the piece. 
Lensing by Raul Martinez Solares 
is effective. Overall production 
rates high. Doug. 


Arroz Con Leche 
(Rice and Milk) 
(ARGENTINE) 

Buenos Aires, Nov. 30. 

Interamicana release of Emelco produc- 
tion. Stars Angel Magana, Malisa Zinig 
features Esteban Serrador, Amelita Var- 
gas, Hector Caleagno, Carlos Enriguez, 
Nelida Romero, Maria Esther Podesta, 
Ivor Hallez, Daniel Hallez. Directed by 
Carlos Schlieper. Screenplay. Schlieper 
and Julio Porter, from story by Carlos 
Noti; camera, Ignacio Souto: editor, An- 
tonio Ripoll. At Gran Rex, Buenos Aires. 
Running time, 79 MINS. 


This pic shapes up as a brilliant 
funmaker, and it is culling new 
records in Buenos Aires. Indica- 
tions point to it also cashing in 
heavily in nabe districts as well 
as in the sticks. However, U. S. 
prospects are doubtful. It should 
do well in Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries. 

Pic is distinguished from other 
recent local efforts in that it con- 





tains a large amount of slick 
dialog. 

Considerable credit is due di- 
rector Carlos Schlieper, while 


Alvaro Duranona y Vedia deserves 
a special nod for his attractive 
settings. 

Story concerns a young socialite 
(Malisa Zini) who believes it easier 
for married women to snare men 
and therefore poses as the wife 
of a young lawyer ‘Angel Magana), 
Latter has to ward off the attacks 
of an indignant suitor (Esteban 
Serrador) of his supposed wife, 
which leads to a number of farcial 
situations. 

Magana shows a real flair for 
comedy in this film and both he 
and* Serrador romp through the 
proceedings with ease. Miss Zini 
is convincing while Hector Cal- 
cagno, as her doctor-father, turns 
in a solid character portrayal. 
Carlo Enriquez asa valet draws 
laughs with a performance ala 
Arthur Treacher. Miss Vargas 
dances and sings a couple of 
songs, adding an exotic note. 





a 





Madeap of the House 
(MEXICAN) 
Mexico City, Nov. 30. 
Mier y Brooks release of Oro Filims proe 
duction. Stars Pedro Armendariz and Su- 
sana Freyre; features Julio Villarreal, 
Luis Beristain, Beatriz Aguirre. Director, 
Juan Bustillo Oro. Screenplay, Juan Bus- 
tillo Oro and Paulino Masip. At Cine 
Palacio Chino, Mexico City. Running time, 


Presence of Pedro Armendariz 
and Susana Freyre, latter a tal- 
ented-looking newcomer, in the 
cast and megging by a leading 
Mexican director, Juan Bustillo 
Oro, make this typical Spanish 
comedy certain to have some ap- 
peal to Americans. Good in its 
day, the story is a standard one 
with sly comedy neatly dolled up 
by the scripters. 

It is about a convent novice with 
a strong will and puckish ideas 
which she puts into practice, being 
returned home by the mother 
superior to test her for definite 
choice between the world and the 
veil. Doug. 


B-K Escape 


Continued from page 5 
atre. the switch in management 
without an outright sale of the 
Loop house will not permit the UA 
to escape the two-week playing time 
limitation of the J-P decree or to 
evade the clearance setup. If the 

















‘theatre could escape the decree, it 


would probably snag product from 
the Woods, Essaness theatre, which 
operates under no playing time re- 
strictions. UA has about 700 more 
seats than the Woods, which would 
put it in a much better bargaining 
position. 

| David Wallerstein, new B&K gen- 
,eral manager, would confirm any 
\ of the details. 
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Or : 

NO MATTER WHICH WARNER 
| ATTRACTION YOU PLAY 
’ YOU'LL BE PLAYING THE 

- BIGGEST ATTRACTION 
ON THE HOLIDAY BOARDS| 


vf 


The grosses now being piled up 
in every advance booking 
on these pictures prove it! 





. ae pou CAGNEY = MAYO DAY MARAE NELSON | 
opting pn eR “THE WEST POINT STORY crise utsritin GARY COOPER RUTH ROMAN STEVE COCHRAN 


EWIS SEILER + BRYAN FOY 


. " with 
Screen Play by JOHN MONKS, JR., CHARLES HOFFMAN & IRVING WALLACE From 2 Story by Irving Wallace © Original RAYMOND WASSEY + BARBARA PAYTON Directed by STUART HEISLER 
Screen Play by BERNARD GIRARD and TED SHERDEMAN + From a Story by Joseph I. Breen, Jr. Songs by Jule Styne and Sammy Cahn « Musical Direction by Ray Heindort » Dance Numbers Directed by LeRoy Prinz Produced by ANTHONY VEILLER ttusic by Mex Steiner Written by JOHN TWIST 
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DENVER | 


(Continued from page 18) 
wk), 


“Let's Dance” (Par) (2d 
$7,800. : 

Denver (Fox) (2,525;, 35-74) — | 
“Glass Menagerie” (WB) and 
“Rather's Wild Game’ (Mono), 
dav-date with Esquire. Fair $11,-, 
O00 Last week, “West Point 
Storv’ (WB) and “Big Timber” 
(\Miono), big $18,500. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 
“Glass Menagerie’ (WB) and 
*rather’s Wild Game” (Mono), 

Denver. Fair $2,000. Last 
week. “West Point Story” (WB) 
, Big Timber” (Mono), big 
$3.750 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Joan of Are” (RKO) and “Rio 
Grande Patrol” (RKO). Thin 
$9,000. Last week “Miniver Story” 
iM-G) and “Cowtown” (Col), 4-day 
holdover, $5,000, and “China Sky” 
and “Bombardier” (RKO) = (re- 
ssuies), $4,000 in 3 days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) 

Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
“Prisoners in pipes no fl (Rep). 
Nice $9,000. Last week “Quick- 
sand” (UA) and “Squared Circle” 
(Mono), good $8,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Jungle 
Stampede" (Rep). also Aladdin, 
Webber. Fine $5,000. Last week, 


“Woman on Run” (U) and “Bed- 
side Manner” Indie, fine $4,500. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“Kansas Raiders” (U) and “Jungle 
Stampede” (Rep), also Tabor, 
Aladdin. Big $3,500. Last week, 
*Woman on Run” (U) and “Bed- 
Manner” (Indie), $3,500. 


side 





Flanagan-Page Boost 
‘Lady’ Fine 176, Indols. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12. 
Biz could be a lot worse at first- 


here in view of Christmas 
buying and bad weather. “Ad- 
miral Was a Lady,” with Ralph 


Flanagan band and Patti Page on- 
ige. is leader with neat session, 
at the Circle. “Breakthrough,” at 
Indiana, and “Harriet Craig,” at 
Loew's are top straight filmers, 
both doing oKay. 

Estimates for This Week 


; 
SI 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 
50-90: —"*Admiral Was Lady” (UA) 
with Ralph Flanagan orch, Patti 
Page, others, onstage. Neat $17,- 


000. Last week, “Hit Parade 1951” 
(Rep) with Xavier Cugat orch on- 
stage, $16,000. 

indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) —) 
“Breakthrough” (WB) and “Sur- 
render” (Rep). Nice $11,000. Last 
week, “Jackpot” (20th) and “Texan 
Meets Jane” (20th), $8,500. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,427; 44-65) — 
“Harriet Craig” (Col) and “Be- 
tween Midnight and Dawn” (Col). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, “King 
Svlomon’s Mines” (M-G) (2d wk), 
dandy $11,500, | 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
“Beast of East” (Indie) and) 
“Atrocities Ft. Santiago” (Indie). | 
Stout £6,000. Last week, “Wyom- | 
ing Mail’ (U) and “Can’t Cheat | 
Honest Man” (U) (reissue), $4,500. 





Holdovers Hit Seattle; 


‘Breakthrough’ Nice 12G 
Seattle, Dec. 12. | 


With pre-Xmas shopping in full 
swing and town loaded with hold-| 
overs, biz is way off here. ““Break- 
through” is only new entry show- 
ing much, with nice session at Or- | 
pheum. “Solomon’s Mines” is still 
sock in third Musie Hall round. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349: 
65-90)— ‘Let’s Dance” (Par) and 
“Torch” (EL) (2d wk). Good $7,500. | 
Last week, fancy $10,700. 
, Liberty (Hamrick) (1 .650; 65-90) 
< Weeks With Love” (M-G) (2d 
\ k!. Moderate $6,500 after $9,800. 
last week, 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 65-90) | 

‘Eds ge of Doom” (RKO) (2d wk). | 
Slow § $3,000 after mild $4,500 last 
Ce 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65-_ 
90)— “King Solomon's Mines” (M-. 
G' and “Happy Years” (M-G) (3d | 
ree Great $14,000 after $16,300 | 
ist week, 
. Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600: 65- 
co Breakthrough” (WB). Nice 
kant Last week, “West Point | 
Story (WB) (2d wk), good $6,800. | 

_ Palomar (Steriing) (1,350; 50-84) 

‘Right Cross” (M-G) (2d run). 
plus vaudeville. Fair $5,000. Last | 
Week. “Mister 880” (20th) (2d run) 
“ith vaude, fairish $5.100. 
gs. aramount (Evergreen) 
RK ))— ‘Walk Softly, Stranger”’ 
(RRO: and “Rio Grande Patrol” | 
‘A O). Sad $7,500. Last week. 

Merican Guerrilla” (20th) (3d 
“K-6 days), $4,800. i 





} 


| 


(3,039; 


| “Miniver 


Snow Puts Skids U luder. 
Mpls., ‘Grande’ OK 116 
‘Panic’ Moderate $7,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 

Brutal weather continues to 
slough the boxoffice here, aggra- 
vating the pre-Christmas seasonal 
adverse influence. Unending heavy 
snowfalls make for traffic hazards 
and parking problems. Three of 
the newcomers, “Panic in Streets,” 
“Rio Grande” and “Breakthrough, ’ 
quality among the elite as far as 
quality is concerned, but the going 
is none too smooth even for any 
of them. Holdovers are topped by 
“King Solomon's Mines,” in its 
fourth week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)~— 
“All About Eve” (20th) (m.o.). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Let’s Dance” 


(Par) (2d wk), $3,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) (4th 
wk). All things considered, this has 
given excellent boxoffice account 
of itself. Okay $5,000 after good 
$6,000 last stanza. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 
This Be Sin” (UA) and “Once a 
Thief” (UA). Light $3,000. Last 
week, “‘American Guerrilla” (20th) 
(2d wk), $3,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Rio Grande” (Rep). Many nice 
words for this John Wayne starrer 
but only okay $11,000 looms. 
week, “All About Eve” 
by weather also, 
$11,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.890: 35- 
70/\—"Breakthrough” (WB). 
regarded 
Mild $9,500. Last week, 
Craig” (Col), slow $6,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-75)— 
“Girls Under 21” (Indie) and “Girls 


50-70) —“If 


(20th), hurt 
disapponting 


‘Harriet 


of the Road” (Indie) (reissues), 
O’Kay $5.500. Last week, “The 
Torch” (EL) and “I Killed 
Geronimo” (EL), $4,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)— 


“Panic in Streets” (20th). Moderate 
$7,000. Last week, “Right Cross” 
(M-G), $7,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
“Toast New Orleans” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Well-enough liked, but off 
sharply this week. Draggy $2,000. 
Last week, okay $3,000. 





‘Craig’ Sets Pace In 
Toronto, Lusty $12,500 


Toronto, Dec. 12. 

Xmas shopping is beginning to 
make deep inroads at the box- 
office but “Odette” and “Harriet | 
Craig” are dragging in the femme. 
trade. “Born to be Bad” also is 
very healthy. 

Estimates for ‘This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 

Scarboro, State (Taylor); 


(U) and “Hit Parade ’5]” 
Nifty $13,000. Last week, | 
(U) and “Chain | 


(1,180; 


down” 
(Rep). 
“Wyoming Mail” 

Gang” (Col), ditto. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) 
1,140; 38-77)—“Tripoli” (Par) 
wk). Light $7,000. Last week, 
lusty $10,000. 
on (Rank) (1,357; 40-80) — 
Trio” (Par) (6th wk). Still nice 
$4, 800. Last week, $5,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77) — 
“Odette” (EL). Big $14,000. 
Last week, “Kiss Tomorrow Good- 
bye” (WB), $13,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 48-67) — 
Story’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Light $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,556; 38-77) — “Breaking Point” 
| (WB). Poor $8,000. Last week, 

“All About Eve” (20th) (5th wk), 
$8,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) — 
|“Harriet Craig” (Col). Big $12.,- 
500. Last week, “Two Flags West” 
(20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77) — 
“Born to Be Bad” (RKO). Okay 
$9.000. Last week, “Jackpot” 
(20th) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67)— 


_“Milkman” (U). Light $6,000. Last 
week, “Rio Grande” (Rep) (2d 
wk), $4,500. 





Mono’s TV Trailers 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
Monogram, starting production 
television trailers, is calling Rod 
| Cameron and Cathy Downs to re- 
port for lensing of a special short 
for “Short Grass.” 


cial sequence of the two players. 
It’s being made sans music, in 


_ accordance with AFM, ban. Studio 


' said trailers will b- made for all 
upper-budgeted films to be released 
by the firm. 


Last | 


: Well- | 
picture struggling hard. | 


1,059; | 
| 955; 470: 698; 694; 35-57)—“Shake- 


(2d | 


In addition to- 
usual film clips, it will contain spe- | 


ONLY = CERTAIN OF 
1951-52 SHORTS SKED 


While Warners fired the open- 


in gun in the 1951-’52 short sub- | P' . 
| side word in Government circles. 


jects sweepstakes with the dis- 
/closure that its release slate will 
be hiked by 25°7, other majors as 
yet are undecided whether they'll 
increase or reduce their shorts out- 
put during the next selling season. 
As revealed by production chief 
Jack L. Warner, his company will 
release 90 one-and two-reel films 
in the upcoming 12-month stretch 
plus 104 newsreels. This season 
the firm handled only 70 briefies. 

Almost half of the Warner pro- 
gram is to be in cartoons, includ- 
ing 26 Merry Melodies in Techni- 
color and an additional 13 other 
cartoons. All live shorts will be 
turned out under supervision of 
Gordon Hollingshead while the 
animated material will be over- 
seered by Eddie Selzer. Joe Mec- 
Doakes series, tagged “So You 
Want to Be—,’ and _ starring 
George O'Hanlon, continues with 
|six one-reelers for the new vear. 
Shooting has already started on 
the new lineup. 

For the 1950-51 season Colum- 
bia has about the largest shorts 
program among the majors with 60 
single reel black-and-whites sched- 
uled for release plus 18 color two- 
reelers. Paramount lists 58 sub- 
jects, 20th-Fox 44 plus 104 news- 
reels and Metro carries 40 shorts 
for distribution. 20th’s program 
differs from the other majors in 
that it’s designed for the calendar 
year rather than the fiscal selling 
year. 


A. L. Mayer Suggests 





Suggestion that theatremen 
make some effort to ease auto- 
mobile parking conditions in their 
local areas has 
Arthur L. Mayer, executive v.p. of 
the Counsel of Motion Pictures 
‘Organizations. He said as a result 
of tentative surveys made by 
COMPO, it is clear that the prob- 


lem of parking is directly linked | 


with decreased theatre attendance. 

Mayer commented that almost 
all communities are considering 
some plan for a municipal parking 
lot, adding exhibs would do well 
to be at the forefront of such 


movements. 











Fox-Lesser 


1—— Continued from page 3 








Eased Parking Setup 


been made by. 


| Inside Stuf—Pictures 


The action on Jan. 1 next, when U. S. tariffs on imported motion 


The State Department is expected 
to make a deal at the international trade conferences going on since 
September at Torquay, England, which will restore the lower rates 
within the next few months. 

The present low rates are the result of a reciprocal trade agree- 
ment with Mexico. One feature of a big overall deal affecting many 
commodities of both countries was the halving of the American import 
tariff on films. Under the Trade Agreements, U. S. gives every other 
country which signed the Geneva Trade Agreement the most favored 
rates given any other nation. Thus, most of the world got the benefit 
of the low rates America gave Mexico. However, Mexico failed to live 
up to its part of the bargain and to lower its barriers against many 
American commodities. Hence the U. S. abrogated the Mexican treaty 
effective Jan. 1 next. 

As of today, the import rate on exposed by not developed negative 
film is le per linear foot. On Jan. 1 it reverts to the former rate of 
2c. The duty on exposed and developed negatives will go from 1l!2c 
per foot to the old 3c. And the rate on all classes of positive film will 
revert to le per foot from the present 1c tariff. 

All the State Department has to do at Torquay is to make this film 
deal with some other country and then the whole world gets the benefit 
of it again—including Mexico. 





Holiday magazine, January issue, devotes eight pages to pix as a 
major entertainment factor in the U. S. Additionally, the influence of 
the American film throughout the world “is almost too great to be 
estimated,” mag states. 

Eight-page plug concerned itself primarily with the Hollywood film 
in its role as ambassador abroad, and served to introduce Holiday’s 
new awards for pictures and picture people. Curtis publication, which 
is edited by Ted Patrick, intends to make the citations an annual fea- 
ture. 

Honors in this first year went to two companies and two individuals. 
Twentieth-Fox was cited for its production of “The Jackpot,” which 
Holiday regarded as a film superior in its portrayal of American sub- 
urban life. Metro was a winner for its production of “Mystery Street.” 
Award in this case was unique in that the film selected was required 
to be a low-budgeter (under $500,000). “Mystery” was considered a 
“valuable documentation of American justice.” Individuals getting 
the nod were Joseph Mankiewicz, for his contributions of prestige and 
maturity to pix making, and Ida Lupino, for the integrity of her pro- 
dcuctions. 

Awards were in the form of silver globes of baseball size and were 
presented last Friday (8) at a luncheon and ceremony at N. Y.’s 21 Club, 
with Robert Sherwood emceeing. Ad-pub chief Howard Dietz accepted 
‘for M-G, Denise Darcel represented Miss Lupino, Clifton Webb was 
‘there for Mankiewicz and John McNulty stood in for 20th. McNulty 
wrote the New Yorker yarn on which “Jackpot” was based. 





Warners has commissioned Ray Sprigle, reporter of Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette and author of the newspaper series, “I Was a Negro in the 
South of 30 Days,” which later came out in book form, to write a 
/1,000-word piece on “Storm Warning,” to be used in national exploita- 
'tion for Ginger Rogers-Donald Reagan picture about the resurgence of 
the Ku Klux Klan in a small southern town. WB had its Pittsburgh 
| office screen the picture for Sprigle last week to determine whether 
he’d be willing to indorse it. He was. Sprigle is also a Pulitzer Prize 
winner, having knocked down that award in the ’30s for his articles in 


‘the Post-Gazette which revealed Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black 


as a onetime member of the Klan. 





Final chapter of Dore Schary’s recent book, “A Case History of a 
Movie,” in which he defends Hollywood against the usual misinformed 
snipers, is being mailed to exhibitors throughout the country by the 
Council of Motion Picture Organizations as part of its public relations 
campaign. Accompanying letter, signed by COMPO exec veepee Ar- 


'thur L. Mayer. suggests to exhibs that they try to get the chapter 


'Arthur Rank experimented in Eng- | 
land without success several years | 
ago. They provide the background | 


|via a small photograph into which 


‘ing portions of sets is integrated. 
Lesser’s system, which he calls | 

Vistascope, while relatively simple, | 

‘is said to be the more complex | 


reprinted in their local newspapers, adapt it for speeches and radio 
talks and “put it before the public on every other occasion that offers.” 

COMPO obtained full republication rights-from both Random House, 
which published Schary’s book, and The New York Times, which pub- 


lished the single chapter as a Sunday feature last spring. 
| the motion of actors or other mov- | 8 p ay fea pring 


‘and flexible of the two. It’s also) 
‘reportedly of more recent vintage | 


‘than the Fox group’s, which has 
been dubbed Pictascope. Nelson 
Rockefeller is understood to have 
been interested in it at one time. 

Lesser has brought 
Pierre Dufour, inventor of the 
Vistascope, to Hollywood to dem- 
onstrate it. Dufour and his busi- 
ness associate, Francois Richard, 





Columbia Pictures’ move to change the title of “The Barefoot Mail- 
| man,” baséd on Ted Pratt’s novel of that title, is stirring up a storm 
'of protests from Floridians. Book has been a big seller in the state, 
in which it is set. 

A number of theatre operators say that if the title is changed they'll 
use the original on their marquees. Pratt has innundated Col toppers, 
pointing out the studio will lose the value of the title established by a 


_sale of almost 500,000 copies, foreign translation of the tome and 
/various promotions, such as Palm Beach Sun Dance Festival. 


Achille | 





Cast insurance, devised to protect film companies against casualties 
during the shooting of a picture, has passed out of existence as far as 
the major studios are concerned, although indie producers still carry 

on the practice. 

Major lots have decided that the percentage is too expensive, and 


will be on the Coast for four weeks. (that they can save money over a long period by assuming their own 


|They have brought with them sev-| risks, 


eral demonstration reels. 
Lesser, it is understood, is plan- | 


/ning to make the system available 
‘under lease to film and video pro-| film title, “That’s My Boy.” 


ducers. He will also provide the 


background shots they require. Fox | 


group is understood interested in) 


selling its system outright, prefer- 
ably to a TV outfit. 

Vistascope operates on the prin- 
ciple of bifocal lenses. While the 
top portion photographs the action, 
‘the bottom half photographs a pic- 
ture with the desired background. 


'Pictascope, developed by Abel 
Gance and Count George de la 
Grandiere, is understood to be a 


simpler system of clamping the 
background pic in front of the 
lens without the bifocal principle. 

While the money-saving angle is 
‘obvious, the optical systems’ great- 
jest value is in providing scope, 
'size and realism. On that score 
they are even of much greater im- 
portance to TV than films. Scene 
can easily be set, for instance, in 
the Roman Colosseum or the 
Louvre, or in front of a New York 


| Wallis switched to “Junior,” 


It is different with independent producers, some of whom bet 


'their all on a single picture. 





Hal Wallis and Jimmy Durante are in a hassle over custody of the 
Wallis registered it first with the MPAA 
title bureau but Durante claimed parenthood because of his continued 
use of a song by that name. Besides, the Schnozzola recently an- 
nounced it as the title of a picture he will make at UJ. For a while 
but now he is using the original title, and 
the fight is on. 





Samuel Goldwyn’s plans to do “Story of Hans Christian Anderson” 
as his first in 1951, as announced last week by RKO prexy Ned E, 
Depinet, figure to be upset. Moira Shearer, slated to take the top 
femme spot in the film, has so many ballet and other commitments 
that she will not be available until next fall. Consequence is that 
Goldwyn will start off the new year with “Billion Dollar Baby” instead. 





The only touch of femininity in UI’s “Cattle Drive” will be the cows 
in yonder canyon. Not only is the cast 100° masculine, but the script- 
girl has been superseded by a male, and so has the schoolmarm who 
helps young Dean Stockwell with his lessons. In addition, the studio 
reports that it has ordered wives of the actors to stay home while the 
troupe is on location in Death Valley. At least, so the publicity says. 





TV emissaries will have to wait a long while to televise films cur- 


rently controlled by Harold Lloyd and Charles Chaplin. Both producers 


through doors by providing a rep-' 


lica on the set of the door in the 
picture. This is then integrated. 
Otherwise, the actors perform 
jagainst a plain white background. 


retain ownership of all the films they have made since 1918, and have 
turned down all offers for their purchase. These pictures include a 
large number of shorts made before the actors shifted to feature- 


building by merely having a pic- | length productions. 
ture of the spot. Actors can, walk | 





RKO is hunting a new title for “The Thing” because of the wide- 
spread attention attracted by Phil Harris’ disk song bearing the same 
name, Studio toppers feel that the public may get an erroneous idea 
of the picture, which is strictly serious while the tune is on the comic 


| side. 


picture film double, is likely to be of short duration, according to in- - 


‘ 
i 
j 
| 











28 VARIETY Wednesday, December 13, 1950 





THE BIG GUN OF '51 OM@@7Z7ZLa ROARS OUT THE NEWS OF 
‘. oma 





January's Roaring 
Laugh Attraction 


























The Great Comedy Team“ That’s The Sensation of All Show Business! 


“AT WAR WITH THE ARMY” starring Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis + with Polly Bergen » Executive Producer Abner J. Greshler + Directed by Hal Walker 
Written for the Screen and Produced by Fred F. Finklehoffe - Based on a Play by James B. Allardice » Songs by Mack David and Jerry Livingston 














whe 








Wednesday, December 13, 


1950 


PICTURES 29 





————e 


9-Company Comparison 


Following is a comparison of net earnings of nine film companies 
for parallel periods of 1949 and 1950. They are based on latest 
available financial reports or reliable estimates. 





Figures for Co- 


jumbia, Metro, Monogram, Universal and Warner Bros. cover a | 


year, while Paramount, Republic, 


months: 


' 


RKO and 20th-Fox are for nine 


1949 1950 | 

Columbia .ecceeecccccsceees - $1,007,514 $1,981,487 

Metro Jd Gladae P0044 Rad «te 7,500,000* 

Mono 9000666 00.60006-0.0:06 6 68,s eee? OOOe (263,342) loss 
Paramount covccccsccccccrece 4,494, 7697 5,698,000 
Republic ..cccceeceeeserevess 730,116 830,922 

RKO seeeeneses (seceeees Lee 608,632 
POth-FOK ceccececececececoos: 8,200,013 6,595,723 
Universal ....ccccceccccccees (1,125,851) loss 1,500,000* 
Warner BIGK. «ise sesess ...-- 10,466,000 10,271,000 


$31,328,117 


; Estimate. Report not yet filed. 





$34,722,422 


Pro forma for production-distribution company. 











Must Not Forget 
Published Material 


Fer Films—Goldstone 


Hollywood's policy of looking for 


eriginal stories and offbeat stuff 
in recent months should not be, 
pursued to such an extent that pub- | 
lished material is to be forgotten. 
That's the opinion of agent Jules 
Goldstone, recently in New York 
for confabs with publishers and 
literary agencies. 

Published material, said Gold- 
stone, who heads the Goldstone 


azeney, has long been a substan- 
tial basis of motion pictures. But, 
he added, there’s been a leaning 
away from this source in the past 
few vears. Exec cautioned that if 
the trend persists we could go “too 
far and make a mistake.” 
Goldstone, who recently sold a 
short story of Frederick Hazlitt 
Brennan's to RKO, disclosed that 
the studio paid $:0,000 for the 
property. Yarn is “‘They Sell Sail- 
ors Elephants,” which is said to 
be intended as a vehicle for 
Groucho Marx and William Bendix. 


Agent planned to make a short 
stopover in Chicago enroute to Hol- 
ivwood. 





Gunn’s ‘Judy’ Preem 


“Fantasy for Judy,” musical short 
representing Texan Dan Gunn's 
intial venture in pix making, and 
Which stars his nine-year-old 
daughter Judy, will be preemed in 
Dallas, Houston and San Antonio 
On Dec. 26-27-28, respectively. Ar- 
rangements for the tri-city bow 


are being directed by fellow Lone. 


Starrer Robert J. O'Donnell, gen- 


eval manager of the Interstate cir- | 


cuit. 


Gunn plans to do other shorts 


under the aegis of Dan Gunn Pro- 
ductions., 


“lied Aloofness | 


——= ©Ontinued from page 4 




















lieve the latter org will eventually 
come In en masse. They anticipate 
Allied members in the field will be 
taking a crack at arbitration if an 
attractive system is devised, and 
this would have to be followed by 
the Allied board's formal entry. 


So far as the distribs are con- 
cerned, there’s almost, but not en- 
tirely, an unanimous vote in favor 
of arbitration. At least one dissent- 
er is Eagle Lion Classics, which has 
frowned on the idea of identifying 
‘lself with the other companies in 
Other matters and is not in the 
mood to go along with them now, 
ELC is said to feel that aligning 
itself with other distribs might 
somehow threaten its freedom of 
action. For this reason it never 
y panic the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, 











| Cowan-Pickford 


——— 








Continued from page 5 


Cow an now gets rights are “Rain,” 
_ireet Scene,” “Sorrell and Son,” 
Greeks Had a Word for It,” “To- 
nicht or Never” and “Dorothy Ver- 
non ot Haddon Hall.” Cowan's 
Contribution to the AA _ pot, to 
“ich he now retrieves rights, com- 
Prises “Babylon Revisited,” “Presi- 
dent's Husband,” “Personal Story 
rs Ernie Pyle,” “Beckoning Fair 
eg “Free Press” and “Sun Yat 
_ Cowan hopes to produce “Pyle” 
: “Babylon” himself and to 
ice deals with other indies for 
‘sing of the remainder. 


| vision 


_also pointed out other talent groups 
/are 


Gardner Undecided 
On P.R. Pic Distrib 


Initial feature made by Ed 
Gardner in Puerto Rico is currently 


being shown major distribs_ in 
New York. Film, a mystery and 
chase thriller with a P.R. back- 
ground, is titled, “The Man With 
My Face.” 

Gardner hasn't decided yet 


whether he'll give the pic to a 
distrib for release for the usual 
fee by his counsel, Milton Kramer. 

Barry Nelson plays the lead in 


the film. Gardner is considering | 


further production in Puerto Rico, 
where he lives and tapes his radio | 
show, “Duffy’s Tavern.” Puerto 
Rican production gives him a con- 
siderable tax advantage on both 
films and radio. 


108,433 to $263,342. 


/eted and 











10% Profit Hypo 
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| periods most of this top-budgeted 


| 
' 


and in some cases poor, product, 


had been cleared away. 


tistics, were much reduced. 
Other Economies 


Economies were also effected in 
distribution and theatre opera- 
tions. Whether these and picture 


, budget cuts can be maintained ‘in 


the face of generally spiralling in- 
flation in the U. S. is, of course, a 
prime worry for pic execs. 

Some of the profits shown in 
both 1949 and 1950 represent sale 
of capital assets—primarily the- 
atres with which the affiliated 
companies were forced to part un- 
der the antitrust consent decree. 
However, these 
each other off in the comparison 
of the 1949 and 1950 earnings. 
Such non-recurring income factors 
may be expected to continue to 
show up in WB, Metro and 20th 
Statements for several years. 

Only one company—Mono—re- 
mained in the loss column during 
the past year. It considerably re- 
duced the red ink, however, from 
1949, cutting the deficit from $1,- 
Company is 
expected to show still further im- 
provement, since it now has out of 
the way a number of high-budg- 
generally unsuccessful 
pix. 

Universal moved from the loss 
to the profits ledger during the 
vear. 


ing Oct. 31 will be about $1,500,- 
000. That compares with bad 


‘news to the tune of $1,125,851 in 











SWG Strike 
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of rights, then waned to allow only | 
dramatic and publication rights | 
while the Guild held out for film, | 
television, remake and_ sequel | 
rights as well. Guild agreed to} 
forego television temporarily until | 


| contract for latter could be nego- | 


tiated. Producers also demanded | 
lengthy delays for opening tele- | 
question, Tuneberg said, 
while no common ground could be ' 
found on*matter of minimum sal- 
aries. 
Sought $350 Minimum 

Guild wanted to increase present 
$187.50 minimum to $350, but ten- | 
tative agreement was reached at. 
$250 for writers with 52 weeks’ | 
experience or a screenplay credit. | 
Tunberg compared the $250 figure | 
to that of other crafts, citing such | 


figures as first assistant director, | 
$261.25, or $260.56 for art director | 


in his first year in industry. He 


sympathetic, and that the: 
Screen Actors Guild, whose con- 
tract expires Dec. 31, will include . 
in its negotiations for new pact a 
demand for additional payment for 
use of film in video. 

At press conference prior to 
meeting, Tunberg said a favorable 
strike vote would result in imme- 
diate notification to producers that 
the Guild was cancelling present 
agreement on required 60-day no- 
tice. Under Taft-Hartley law, pro- 
ducers’ representatives can then be 
forced to hold daily conferences in 
an attempt to reach solution. If 
unsuccessful, Guild cap move for 
strike at the end of 60 days. 

Strike Alternatives 

First, there's possibility of one- 
day strike by writers at all studios: 
then there’s concentration on one 
lot for total strike there, then there 
could be an industry-wide strike 
call. Tunberg added that abuses 
generally occurred at only few stu- 
dios, and these are likely to be the 
first targets. Of 665 active writers, 
515 are associate members, only 
about 50 hold term contracts. Their 
status in event of a strike is still 
undetermined as there's no clear- 
cut precedent on status of those 
pacts with companies. 

Tunberg also pointed out that 
50° of members average $7,500 
anually, while one-third average 
less than $5,000 yearly. He re- 
vealed that a few major studios 
are currently granting separation 
of rights to top writers on individu- 
al or contract deals, but Guild feels 
all writers should have such pro- 
tection. 

Meeting heard wire from Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d, Authors League | 
prexy; Moss Hart, Dramatists Guild | 
prexy, and Helen Hull, Authors 
Guild leader, stating trio felt sepa- | 
ration of rights of utmost impor- | 
tance. } 


| tal 


1949. 
RKO’s ‘Gloom’ Not So Bad 


Thus | 
| film amortizations, which heavily 
| weigh the year-end financial sta- 


roughly balance, 


Estimates are that its earn-' 
|ings for the fiscal 12 months end- 


'tial buyers by Loyd Wright, 


While RKO shows the greatest | 


decline in the figures tabulated 


herewith, the gloom is not quite | 
as great as it appears on the sur-| 


face. 
first nine months of 1949 included 
$1,505,472 from sale of theatres, so 
the operating net was actually only 
around $400.000. 
of the current year showed earn- 


ings of $608,632, of which $216.-| 


000 was income from sale of capi- 
assets, making for operating 


Profits of $1,919,228 for the | 


| come any closer to consummation | 
First 39 weeks 


'a week on the Coast during which 


profits of approximately the same | 


$400,000 as 1949. 
Col’s year ends June 30 and it 
has filed its complete report for 


fiscal 1950. Metro winds up Aug. | 


Statement, so its fiscal year-end 
total in the accompanying tabula- 


'31 and it has not yet issued its! 


tion is based on an estimate. Same) 


is true for U, which ends its fiscal 
period Oct. 31. WB completes its 


fiscal stanza Aug. 31 and filed its) 
1950 report last week. Mono winds. 
up June 30 and has filed. Rep ends 


' Oct. 31 and has not filed, so its 


figure in the tabulation herewith 
is for nine months. 


| 
Paramount, RKO and 20th base. om 
their reports on the calendar year. | knowledge of what negotiations are 


Their nine-month figures, as re- 


ported, are used in the tabulation. 








| Cut-Rate 2d-Runs 
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save 506° and more” (from first- 
run downtown prices, they meant). 

Elmer M. Graham, in charge of 
the co-op buying agreemcnt pro- 
gram, said the release was sent to 


papers prematurely. He said that 
‘after it had got out, the Regent 
management “got so many squawks 


from other exhibitors that they had 
to call the deal off.” 

Graham referred other ques- 
tions to J. A. Rightly, of the co-op 
division of the CIO's education de- 
partment. Rightly also confirmed 


. the scheme, saying that Jack Gold- 


har, president of Goldhar-Zimner 
Theatres, Inc., operators of the 
Regent. finally called it off when 
“it looked like he was going to 
have trouble with other exhibitors 
who were against cutting prices.” 


Distribs Atom Pic 


Sam Lake has acquired for U. S. 
distribution “Pattern for Survival,” 
a two-reeler produced by Milton 
Salzburg. of Cornel Films. It deals 
with steps to be taken for protec- 
tion from atom bomb attack. 

Lake was recently named pro- 
ducer’s representative for Inter- 
American Productions, outfit 
headed by Philip N. Krasne, which 
makes the “Cisco Kid” series for 
United Artists release. Lake was 
until recently sales exee with Ed- 
ward Small in New York and be- 
fore that was with Paramount and 
Selznick Releasing Organization. 





| in a switch of management control 


| McNamee has 


WB Per-Share Earning in First Upbeat 
Since 46-47 Despite Lower Profits 


+ While consolidated net _ profit 
| continued on the downbeat, finan- 
j cial statement issued by Warner 
Bros. showed the first increase in 
per-share earnings since the peak 
1946-47 fiscal year, when the 
major’s net of $22,094,979 repre- 
sented $3.02 per share. 





Pioneers’ Directorate 


Foundation of Motion Picture 
Pioneers will hold a meeting to 
elect 21 directors, Jan. 6 at 729 
Seventh avenue, N. Y. This confab | Latest WB report, which covers 
will replace the annual meet. Nom-|the year ended Aug. 31, 1950, 
inations for directors include Jack shows a ge * - pgp lag 
Alicoate. ' Balaban, Harry ¢duivalent to $1.46 per share on 
ee eae a gor nate ithe 6,997,300 common shares ont- 

randt, Steve Sroidy, Jac - N./standing. Earnings for the pre- 
Sam Dembow, Jr., Ned Depinet,|yious year amounted to $10,466,- 
Gus Eyssell, Si Fabian, James R. | 000, representing $1.43 per share 
Grainger, Abel Green, William J..0" the 7,295,000 shares then out- 

. nie 2’ Cemmer. tab | standing. Firm has been buying its 
Heineman, John J. OC own issue on the open market dur- 
O'Donnell, Martin Quigley, Sam jing the past year, explaining the 
Rinzler, Herman Robbins, Gradwell 
Sears, Spyros Skouras, Maj. Albert 





|decrease in the number of shares 

,Outstanding as of the end of last 

warner —_ saga ‘Yaar. MLE? However, another factor is the 
Group is a fraternal organization yet profit on sales of capital assets 
in the industry for 25 years OF |new report, was listed at $1,461,000. 
more and participates in distribu- 'This compares with $877,000 in the 
industry. | WB disclosed gross business, in- 
cluding film rentals and theatre 


| August. 
comprising filmites who have been which, in the year covered by the 
tion of relief to members in the | p-evious year. 

admissions, amounting to $126,944,- 














otf; 1 000. This represents a drop of 
UA Difficulties ' $8,015,000 as compared with the 
—___ Continued from page 3 {previous year when the _ gross 


oui “nad Cheatinn Gh ireached $134,959,000. 
Mary Pickford an arles ap- | 
lin and it is believed that no ap-, Total Assets $60,336,554 
proaches have been made. Total current and working assets 

Identity of the group on the|amount to $60,336,554, which in- 
Coast with which negotiations are | cludes cash of $20,443,925. Current 
now in progress continues to be | liabilities are listed at a total of 
‘veiled. Talks are known to be go-| $15,528,079. WB's advances to out- 
‘ing on, however, with the poten-|Side producers took a big jump in 
at- | the most recent year, being listed 

for Chaplin, and Clinton |at $7,367,333. Same item in the 
pig ney counsel for Miss | 1948-49 fiscal year was down at 
Pickford. woe es ‘ 
— indications of | WB disclosed its inventories as 

berg par - ere prog-| {0llows: released productions, at 
how the negotiations were Pros”! cost less amortization, $6,903,880; 
ressing, but trade ei veld | fms completed but not released, 
this would | + cost, $5,631,009; productions in n 
: £ oth hi progress and charges to future pro- i 
than the myriad 0 4 ned Mal. | auctions, at cost, $9,352,687; rights 
deals jn recent years. Harry Mul and scenarios unproduced, at cost 

, : y ,less reserves, P 3 , 
New York over the weekend from | In the past year, WB sold the 


ifees of five theatre properties, the 
he gave a complete rundown 0M |jease of a sixth, and a warehouse 
company financial affairs to the for a total of $1,366,000, of which 
negotiating group. | $1,105,000 was in cash with the 
Jacques Grinieff, who in the past | balance to be paid in 10 years. 
several months has made a number | Additionally, as part of its partner- 
of offers to acquire control, went | ship dissolution program, the com- 
to the Coast from New York at! pany relinquished its 50% owner- 
the end of last week. His plan was ,ship of four houses, bringing a 
to stand by for a final effort if total of $946,000 in cash. Firm 
other talks fail. also has entered into a see to 
sell two other theatres owned in 

McNutt and McNamee fee for $300,000. Of this, $125,000 

Paul V. McNutt and Frank L. 


is to be paid in cash and the bal- 
McNamee, who became _ board ance over a period of two and 
chairman and prexy, respectively, | one-half years. 

Other divested properties in- 
cluded a majority stock ownership 
of Continental Lithograph Co. and 
taking place on the Coast or the |Los Angeles radio station KFWB, 
identity of the potential buyers. | proceeds of which brought a total 
indicated his ex- of $710,000. Of this amount, $530,- 
pectation of departing the company | 000 was received in cash, the bal- 
in a relatively short time. Mc- {| ance receivable within one year. 
Nutt’s intentions are unknown. | WB's funded and other long-term 

UA’s worsening financial situa- debt amounted to $11,548,000 as of 
tion was made clear by the latest last Aug. 31, which was $3,259,000 
report on its income. Gross for less than the previous year. Firm's 
week ending Dec. 2 was $211,000, principal item of funded debt is 
lowest in years. Since UA’s dis- | 2.2” bank loan in the amount of 
tribution fee averages just over $9,546,000, payable in semi-annual 


not optimistic that 


last July, are known to have no 











Aaa : ‘installments of $1,591,000 com- 
25° of that figure, its take would |/7S'all yi, 
be around $55,000. With weekly op- mencing on Nov. 1, 1951. 
erating nut of better than oes | —- 
this represents a loss of $20, al " 
week at this point. It is understood | WB Sets Price 
that UA suffered a net operating | 
deficit of $500,000 for the first 10 Continued from page 5 








months of 1950. l which expi in eight: years, on 
With no new pix going into re-| Wich expires : 
lease, the income will decline rap- | the U. S. theatre, Hoboken, N. J. 


idly. Most of last week’s income , 
was from “The Men” and “City | “— foo dhgye 4 ~—" 
Lights.” Former has played off vir- | Sestian Se ra 8 Amery 
tually all its key bookings and ren- | tt us cahanaiad this oak with 
tals will diminish. “Lights” may | peel > aiden Gn te me 
also do a fast fade, since the Cath- | tion picture anti-trust decree, but 


poralon 7. ae a ‘negotiations with Warner Bros. are 


ing i in’ 'temporarily marking time. 
booking it because of Chaplin’s al- rte dee eatin: 
leged leftist leanings. Governmen y 


ing whether the Loew action of 
Only new pic on hand is the I.\ the other day means they intend 
G. Goldsmith-Joseph Justman-Carl! | to file a divorcement plan by Dec. 
Leserman-David Loew “Three Hus- | 30. Loew’s claimed that the six 
bands.” It is doing very tepid biz. | months’ deadline for filing the plan 
' Robert Stillman’s “Sound of Fury” | did not expire Dec. 6, as the Anti- 
has played five test dates and the | trust Division contended. The firm 
producer is playing it very close to) signed a stipulation that the ex- 
the vest from here on in until he | piration date was Dec. 30. What 
sees which way the UA wind blows. | is interesting is that Loew's did 
Harry Popkin turned over “Sec- not go into the trial court in New | 
ond Woman” some weeks ago, but | York and asked to be relieved from | 
will approve no bookings. This filing on Dec. 6, or Dec. 30, or any 
leaves UA without even a release other date. Instead, the studio 
for Christmas, best b.o. week of the went to the Justice Department 
| year. ‘and made the stipulation, 
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ere at Randolph Air Force Base! ened local admission tax measure EI Red T 
te complete deocting scenes for! in age legislature which convenes iminate ape 
bd film, “Air Cadet.” an. <. , ki ° 
Lancie Arnold named new man-|_ Postal authorities compelled n 0 ng, im Of 
ager of Josephine theatre owned local neighborhood houses to dis- 
by Tom Sumners, in San Antonio. | continue newspaper and mail ads Schwalberg at Par 
~.| Arnold for several years operated of their bank nights because con- 
theatres at Bishop and Odom, Tex. | strued stunt to have lottery ont Paramount is out to overhaul its 
NEW YORK |He now runs one house in South, Metro will send a camera crew oe My 7 — be publicize booking procedure with the aim of 
Republic’ ‘Bend, Ind. here to San a —_ through the mails. eliminating all unnecessary red 
James R. Grainger, Republic's Vallas Theatre Circuit here’ scenes at Randolph Air Force Base tape. This is the purpose o 
sales chief, left N. Y. Dec. 9 for took over operation of the Hins-, for forthcoming picture, “It Is a) ST LOUIS ps a series of wipatieie fe Be 
a one-month tour of company | gale theatre, Hinsdale, Ill. Big Country.” ° ‘ sales chief A. W. Schwalberg 
branches. He is slated to — th Allied Theatres of Illinois will The Bond, Greenville, ie branch operations head Joseph 
the Coast Dec. 22 where he will ma lans for drum-beating cam- owned by the Frisina Amus. Co.,| wo)... . Z 1 eng ae 
spend Chirstmas and New Year's. paign during 1951 at Palmer House MINNEAPOLIS (and Grand, Mt. Olive, Ill, op- ech ~ oe aor» genegaateny 
Initial stop on junket is Atlanta. here, Dec. 14, when conclave Reopening after extensive im- erated by Mrs. J. Lawson, escaped |. “% “hpi, oon also are mak- 
Before returning to N. Y. in early meets. It precedes an Allied 20- seaeaaeaiaie Homewood, independ- | damage in a tornado that struck | ing the rounds of branches to ex- 
January, the exec will visit New| year celebration banquet, being aa neighborhood house, is first both towns, caused four deaths | change views with the field per- 
Orleans, Dallas, Oklahoma City, called to circumvent eurrent biz pin City neighborhood stand to’and great damage. Three houses sonnel and hope to come up with 
San Francisco, Denver and Chi-| drop. Meeting, one of first moves relinquish 28-day clearance. House in West Plaines, Mo., were shut-| new conclusions in the way of 
cag. ; . | of indie theatre ops to remedy et to former 56-day availabil- tered 12 hours when the high wind | simplifying the paper work in 
New all-plastic screen hung 1n | mass nabe shutdowns, will include itv. enabling it to cut admission blew down power lines and poles.| skedding pictures for exhibitors, 


Radio City Music Hall. 





| 

William Lundigan, Vera Ellen, | 
and Rex Allen lined up by Allied 
for its banquet, Dec. 15. 

Balaban and Katz will pay a 
year-end dividend of $2.50 on its 
common stock, it was announced 
last week. 

Variety Club of [Illinois post- 
poned its annual elections one 
week because of the death of 
B&K general manager Walter Im- 
merman. 

Federal Grand Jury indicted 
three men last week for possession 
of film valued at $12,600, stolen 
from a truck in interstate ship- 
ment. 

Local operator James Booth has | 
closed the Bertha theatre here. 


major exhibs. 


CHICAGO 


leading distrib sales toppers and 


DALLAS 


The Dixie and Liberty at Athens 
sold by Dorbandt family to Roy 
Parnell and Owen Killingsworth. 
Parnell owns the Texan there. 

Art Leazenby named publicity 


' manager for south central division 


of Paramount; George 
Henger. 

E. L. Jackson named manager of 
the Leonard theatre at Leonard. It 
is owned by L. B. Crow of Dallas. | 

Bill Rau, formerly of Paramount 
exchange here, opened the Alamo 
Booking Co. at San Antonio. 

Charley Wise of Isley Circuit is 
in charge of program. 

Gilbert Kurland and a unit from 
the Universal-International Studios | 


replaces 


from 60c to 40c and buy films flat. 
Six 28-day stands remain. 

Stench bombing has ceased at 
Bennie Berger's loop first-run 
Gopher theatre although he still 
refuses to comply with union de- 


mands to employ a second stage-: 


hand. 

Ted Mann finally landed ‘Kind 
Hearts and Coronets” for his sure- 
seater World where it opens Dec. 
27. Pic also set for St. Paul World. 

Icy roads and heavy smowfall 
hampering film salesmen in mak- 
ing rounds. 


Radio, St. Paul independent 
neighborhood house, launching 
Tuesday bargain nights, with 


| adult admissions reduced from 40c 
to 25c and children’s from 12¢ to 


9c. 
North Central Allied appointed 
special committee to fight threat- 


The three St. Louis dailies have 
hiked their amusement ad rates. 

Arlie M. Chamness, Carrier 
Hill, Ill., sold his Hox, New Haven, 
Ill. house, to Henry Abshen, auto 
dealer. 

St. Louis Variety Club donated 
/$70 to the Will Rogers Memorial 
Hospital fund. 


| PHILADELPHIA 


| Felt Bros., indie chain operators, 

weighing offer to convert 
| Adelphi, West Philly nabe, 
Negro cafe. 

New board of directors for the 
Variety Club will formulate plans 
for the 1951 Variety convention. 

Suit started here Dec. 5 by Harry 
| Vogelstein, of Baltimore Poster Co., 
against National Screen Service 
and various film companies. 














Our business is promoting sa/es. Ever stop to think 
how many things are bought and sold because somebody 
loves somebody else? Well, it’s astronomical. Take all those 
nourishing foods and warm clothes Mom and Pop buy 
for a couple of kids they love so much. And, of course, 
there’s young love . . . romantic love! Now, you’re really 
getting into big business. Wedding rings, trousseaus, 
honeymoons, furnished flats, pop-up toasters! Yes, things 


om 


What’s love got to do with Advertising? Plenty! 


really start perking when Love comes along. 


Maybe it’s because Campbell-Ewald Company has 
long recognized the importancé of the heart department that 





producing them. 


we have always tried to make our clients’ advertising 
messages a little warmer and friendlier and closer to the 
target of Dan Cupid’s arrow 
that Dan is a very handy little fellow to have around in any 
kind of media. And in felevision (one of our specialties), he’s 
terrific! You can’t beat a good love story on the video. 
That’s why Campbell-Ewald TV programs, such as 
TRIPLE FEATURE THEATRE, sponsored by Chev- 
rolet Dealers on Los Angeles Station KECA-TV, have 
always been so popular. People dove them, and we love 


. We found out a long time ago 


Love may laugh at locksmiths ... but don’t you laugh 
at love. It’s your best salesman. 


CAMPBELL-EWALD COMPANY 


H. T. EWALD, President 
DETROIT ¢ NEWYORK e CHICAGO ¢ LOS ANGELES ® SAN FRANCISCO @ ATLANTA 


their | 
into | 


Feeling is that a substantial por- 
tion of booking charts and listings 
could be dropped without impair- 
ing the records. 

Schwalberg-Walsh meetings 
already have taken place in Pitts- 
burgh and New Orleans, with oth- 
ers on schedule, including one in 
Chicago Dec. 16-17. 











No Foldings 


Continued from page 4 
tendance was off sharply. In light 
| of the b.o. slump, observers point 
out, it’s only natural for the little 
|fellows in the fringe spots to be 
caught in the economic squeeze. 
Obviously, they can’t withstand a 
period of sparse attendance as well 
as the bigger circuits, which have 
sufficient financial reserves’ to 
carry on until an upswing asserts 
itself. 




















4 Omaha Nabes Darken 
Omaha, Dec. 12. 

Four neighborhood theatres are 
dark. The Roseland, one of the 
first nabes in town and located in 
South Omaha; has been given up 
by the Epstein Bros. after many 
years of operation. Only recently 
the Epsteins shuttered the Tivoli 
in the same block. Now Ralph D. 
Goldberg announces he is closing 
two of his suburbans, the Arbor 
and the Fortieth Street. He says 
it is only over the holidays and for 
repairs, but neither has been do- 
ing particularly well. 

First new nabe theatre built in 
10 years is being completed in the 
West Center district by Walter 
Creal, who also runs the Beacon. 
The Center is a large house in a 
thickly populated district and rep- 
resents a bold and positive move 
in the face of all the TV chatter. 


Cincy Depends on Product 
Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
Bucking admittedly “rough set- 


backs” from television, Greater 
Cincy exhibitors are depending 
upon economic adjustments and 


“good product” to get their 90 the- 
atres out of the red. 

At present 18 houses in the met- 
ropolitan area are shuttered and 
12 are in weekend and holiday op- 
eration. 

TY opposition has been severe 
here since a year ago, when three 
local stations were linked with net- 
work cables. For the past eight 
months all houses have been offer- 
ing double features. There has 
been no price slatshing or raising, 
and giveaways are taboo under 
Cincy ordinances. 

According to distributors, the pic 
biz slump is milder in other areas 
of the Cincy exchange territory. 
“That’s because many of them are 
beyond TV zones and operating ex- 
penses are less,” one distributor 
said. He pointed out that TV has 
hurt theatre attendance more in 
Cincy than in Dayton and Colum- 
bus, O., Indianapolis and Louisville, 
all with video stations. 

From a spokesman for one large 
group of Greater Cincy exhibitors 
came this statement: “Our mem- 
bers were prepared to ride out a 
drop of 20% in receipts, but not 
the one of 40 or 45% at hand now. 
Instead of giving up, we are mak- 
ing the fight with pictures and are 
expecting the distributors, union 
projectionists and others te give 
their help through adjustments so 
we can keep our theatres open.” 

It also was pointed out that sev- 
eral neighborhood deluxers, built 
shortly before ang after World 
War II at high costs, took trade 
away from other nabes and are 
now finding themselves as losers 
because of heavy investments and 
operating expense. Added to this 
category are some comparatively 
new drive-ins, one of which, Rube 
Shor’s super Twin Drive-In thea- 
tre, is testing with winter operation 
by use of car heaters. Shor’s open- 
airer is on the Norwood-Bond Hill 
border, within city limits and sev- 
eral miles from downtown Cincy. 
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New American 

















started with six and later reduced | 
to four. | 

Lopert indicated that an early 
release will be on a roadshow 
basis, and he expects to handle 
about 100 key-city bookings him- 
Pic will be “Tales of Hoft- 
man,’ in Technicolor. Star, Moira 
Shearer, and producers, Michael 
Powell and Emeric Pressburger, 
‘ve the same as in the case of “Red 
Shoes.” with the pie being billed 
, 4 successor to that. 

Fall Release 
Following pix won't start into 
elease until fall, Lopert said. 
\iade. as was “Tales of Hoffman,” 
nder the Korda banner, they in- 
clude Carol Reed's production of 
“Outeast of the Islands”; “Cry the 
Beloved Country,” Zoltan Korda’s 
filmization of the Alan Paton 
novel: Herbert Wilcox’s “Odette,” 
“The Sound Barrier,” produced by 
David Lean; “The Sleeping 
Beauty,” in Technicolor, with bal- 
let star Margot Fonteyn, and 
David Lean's production of “The 
Sound Barrier.” 

Korda distribution agreement is 
for five years. It is for U. S. and 
the Philippines. It does not in- 
clude Canada. 

New organization is an outgrowth 
of a partnership of Lopert and 
the Dowling group for the past sev- 
eral years. They have acquired sev- 
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COKOR By Technicolor 


A Paramount Picture 


PARAMOUNT 





Midnight Feature 
Nightly 








JOHN FORD'S 


“RIO GRANDE”’ 


starring 
John WAYNE © Maureen O'HARA 
A Republic Picture 


Brandt's MAYFAIR 


7th Avenue & 47th Street 











RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 
RUDYARD £664 97 
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ERROL FLYNN - DEAN STOCKELL 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 
\ Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
and THE MUSIC HALL‘'S GREAT 
CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 




















eral art theatres and financed and 
imported a few foreign pix. Dowl- 
ing will be board chairman of the 
new company. His City Investing 
owns the Astor, Victoria and Bijou 


{ 
i 
| 
| 


Distrib Formed | 


Continued from page 5 





on Broadway. It is partnered with | 


Lopert in the Bijou operation. 
The old Lopert Films will be a 


{to come to an end shortly after 
| Jan. 1. | 


stockholder in the new corporation | 
and will continue to finance pro-| 


duction abroad. All its current re- 
leases and residuals will be taken 
over by the new company. Korda’s 


‘American company, London Films, 


| aches aplenty for Par management 


will continue as is, with its prexy, | 


Morris Helprin, continuing to func- 
tion as the producer’s factotum 
here. 
Korda’s Distrib Difficulty 
Korda, at one time a partner in 
United Artists, has had consider- 
able trouble since the war in find- 
ing satisfactory distribution in the 
S. He was releasing through 
20th-Fox for a while, but that fiz- 
zled. Since that time, SRO, ELC 
and other indie distribs have han- 
dled various of his pix. 
Figured of prime importance in 


the trade concerning the new setup | 


is the increasing activity of Dowl- 
ing in the film biz. City Investing, 
which owns many major buildings 
in the Wall street district, and has 
vast other holdings in a number of 
cities, has tremendous resources. 
Also on the board of the new com- 
pany is Robert Goelet, associated 
‘with Dowling in many enterprises 
and reputed to be second only to 
the Astor estate in the quantity of 
New York real estate he holds. 

Other board members are Korda, 
who'll be chairman of the executive 
committee, and Helprin, Wilfred 
| Moeller, Harold C. Drayton and Sir 
Arthur Jarratt, repping the Korda 
| group; Lopert and his attorney, 
{ Arthur Krim; and Samuel R. Walk- 
|er and James Hutchinson, City In- 
| vesting financial men. Lopert still 
| has some places on the board to 
fill. 











> -satpomtegn 





Partial UPT Divvy if 
Curbs Due to Finale 
Soon, Ending Snarl | 


P ie ‘ week: “Hughes (who acquired, 
Partial restrictions on United RKO contrel 2'2 years ago) has 
Paramount Theatres dividend pay-}not contributed one thing to the 
ments, as demanded under the Par |company up to now. It has not’ 


; ' ., | been as efficiently managed as it 
antitrust suit consent decree, figure could be. We're waiting nae attes 


the first of the year, and if there’s 
no improvement, we'll fight. We 
Divvy curbs and voting trust ar-|can present a plenty good case to 
rangement represented the most|the other stockholders. And if 
confusing portion of the trust pact | Hughes can’t make money with the 
with the Government so far as the | Picture company, then he should 
stockholders were concerned. Head- | liquidate it. 
Others Fear Fight 
also were inherent in the plan be-| pygost of the Wall street crowd 
cause it meant added complexities j; not as intrepid as Greenwald, 
and probiems in the stock trans- | fearing to get into a proxy fight 
fers, plus difficulties in clearing | with Hughes because of his vir- 
the confusion among the security |tyualiy unlimited resources. It is 
owners. \thought that the wealthy plane and 
Its elimination, as it is now in /|tool manufacturer might’ throw 
view, will mean immediate pay- |millions into buying up RKO shares 
ment of that portion of dividends!in order to defeat any alliance 
which, necessarily, was withheld | against him. 











after divorcement. 


Wall Streeters Point for RKO | 


Continued from page 3 








theatre stock 
Noah Dietrich, 
Hughes’ principal adjutant, last 
week sent Sam Dembow, Jr., 
Brandt's negotiator, the umpteenth 
counter proposal they have ex- 
changed in eight months of talk- 
ing a deal. Exec committee of 
Trans-Lux Corp., which Brandt 
controls and which actually would 
be the buver of the Hughes stock, 
was slated to meet this week to 


deal for Hughes’ 


consider the new proposal. 


Brandt is known to have avail- 
able $1,000,000 in cash against the 
$6,500,000 purchase price ($7 a 
share) for Hughes’ stock. Hughes’ 
demand for a larger chunk of cash 
is believed a stumbling block to 
the deal. 

If there’s no sale by the end of 
the year Hughes will be forced 
under his antitrust decree to turn 
his theatre shares over to a trustee. 
Brandt is counting heavily on the 








| ‘Flagrant’ Abuses 


mun Continued from page 7 








Illegal clearances; 3. Discrimina- 
| tion as to playdates and prints. 

| This information will be corre- 
| lated by Niles, and that dealing 
with violations of the Government 
| decree will be forwarded to Abram 
F. Myers, general counsel of Allied. 
| As to the complaints that promises 
‘of the- general sales managers of 
‘the film companies are not being 
lived up to by the local exchange 


i sales force, these, too, will be for- | 


| warded to Niles, who will present 


| them to the Allied percentage com- 


mittee. Members of the committee 
| are, chairman, Col. H. A. Cole, Sid- 
| ney Samuelson, Wilbur Snaper, 
| Irving Dollinger and Charles Niles. 
| Also in attendance at the meet- 
| ing were Jeff Jeffries, president of 
| 


| Mid-Central Allied; Hugh M. Gra-) 


ham, secretary and treasurer; Earl 
‘ Vandiver, director, Kennett, Mo.; 
Ted Keelan, Sheffield, Ill.; Marion 


Bodwell, Wyoming, Ill.; Paul Steel- | 


man, Zichester, Ill. 


‘Par Blocks Upped To 
17 With ‘War,’ ‘Mating’ 


Number of Paramount pictures 





‘available to exhibitors in blocks | 


‘has been upped to 17, with the 
addition of “At War with the 
Army” and “The Mating Season.” 

Under the Par system, exhibs are 
_invited to license the entire group 
of 17 films and are given a 20° 
cancellation privilege. Major claims 
about 3.700 accounts taking prod- 
! uct in blocks. 




















by the trustee (Bank of N. Y. and: 


Fifth Avenue Bank), and there will 
be no more such curbs in the fu- 
ture. 

Department of Justice felt the 
measure was necessary to insure 
that the twe new Par companies 
would not be subject to the control 
of the same group of security own- 
ers. 


Agreement provided that the old | 
| Par parent stockholders would be | 


given regular stock certificates in 
the new pix outfit and certificates 


of interest in the theatre company. | 


Half ot the theatre company divi- 


dends were to be held by the trus- | 


tee in all cases where the stock- 
| holder continued ownership ef pix 
company stock. Disposition of the 
pix stock meant that the holder 
could convert his theatre certifi- 
| cates of interest into regular stock 
| certificates, and collect back divvy 
| payments. Plan further provided 
| for termination of the arrangement 
|when two-thirds of the interest cou- 
| pons were converted. 


| UPT is now well beyond the re- 


; ¥' quired two-thirds minimum, with 


' 2,445,664 of its shares outstanding 
with no restrictions. The balance 
of 817,612 remain represented by 

| the interest certificates. 

| While UPT thus has surpassed 


| the required minimum, reason the | 


| circuit hasn’t already sought to ter- 

minate the trust is that the Justice 
| Department some time ago agreed 
;to lift all restrictions where in- 
| dividuals owned 500 shares or less. 
' In view of this concession, UPT has 


been awaiting the conversion of an | 


;even greater amount of interest 
| certificates. 


| Outfit figures that by shortly 


{ Sheuld a proxy fight develop, 
i\however, and the Wall streeters 
'gain control, Greenwald said, their 
\first effort would be to operate 
{the RKO production-distribution 
;company and test out its potential. 
‘If it appeared impossible to make, 
lit. show a profit, there’d be no! 
|hesitation, the broker declared, in| 
| liquidating it. 


fact that Hughes probably doesn’t 
want thus to give up control of 
the shares and, as far as is known, 
there are no other bidders for the 
theatre chain. 


With Sound 
Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

Five marquee names in the voices 
He revealed that he and some less film era—William Farnum, 
;ot his colleagues have already Francis X. Bushman, Herbert Raw- 
sounded out a major television net-| linson, Betty Blythe and Helen 
|work on the potential worth of Gibson—have been added to the 
RKO’s vast film library. Estimate , cast for “The Hollywood Story” at 
given them was about $10,000,000 , Universal-International. 
|—equal to approximately $2.50 per; They will play themselves. 
share on the 3,900,000 shares out- | ~— 
i standing. 

With the picture company) 4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-45 
slated to get about $4 per share in Direct from La Guardia and Newark 
= —_ = nye a | NON STOP 

vorcement takes place a 
jthe end ef this year, the Wall MIAMI $39 
10% Discount 
on Return Trip | 




















| streeters have the production-dis- 


tribution setup figured as much CHICAGO $24 









more valuable than the exhibition Curtis...-. $35 

arm. 4 $ 
Dissolution could be highly SR carirornia 72 

| profitable to the stockholders, they 1 Way 1 STOP Return 


| Claim, since book value of the pic- 
,ture cempany is about $11 per 
|share. The combined picture-the- 
| atre stock is currently selling on 
| the New York exchange at under 
| $7.50, while the picture company 
shares are selling on a when-issued 
| basis at about $4.50. 

In addition to the cash coming 
from the theatre circuit and the 
sale of the film library, Wall 
streeters’ feel there is heavy coin 
‘in frozen money alfoad, foreign 
rights to pix, real estate, star con- 
| tracts, Overseas subsids, etc. 
| Meantime, another downtown 
New York financial operator, J.| 


Flag None Anenica 
21 _ AIRLINES 
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BROOKLYN BRONX 


UL 5-3888 LU 4-0607 
Hotel.St, George | 2488 Gr. Concourse 
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after Jan. 1 it will be ready to ask) Atthur Warner, who has _ been 


CARE PACKAGES 








AMERICAN 


with Important Broadway, 
and Documentary 


Now resident in Paris, representing 


Sround, including association top wri 
abroad. 


Write Box V-762, Variety, 154 


FOR ANY EUROPEAN OPERATIONS 
Film, TV, Theatre, Etc. 


wider oppg tunity. Good, correct French and Spanish. Several years foreign | 
Producing managerial experience. Cultured, substantial literary, artistic back- 


Resume on Request 


PRODUCER 


Feature Film, Film Shorts 
Producing Credits 


American film company, but seeking 


ters, actors. Finest references, U.S.A. 


W. 46th St., New York 19, N.Y. 























\the Departmen! for approval of the 
| trust elimination and latter’s con- 
| sent will be more of a certainty. 
{The schedule then would call for 
| final ratification by the U. S. dis- 
| trict court in N. Y., which entered 
ithe Par decree. 











' Bank Loans 


| 
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from the First National Bank of 


Chicago, and Manufacturers Trust , 


| Co. and Bankers Trust. both of 
/N. Y., due on Feb. 1, 1958. Notes 
jto the three banks made up the 
| balance of the credit. 

| New financing which was set with 
| the same banks plus the insurance 
'company, consists of $8,750,000 of 
| 242°C notes due serially 1951956 
and $26,250,000 of 312° notes due 
jin 1971. 
iin the ferm of a revolving credit 


i which, when borrowed, will be in| 


| 342% notes due in 1971. 

New deal will mean an immedi- 
;} ate consolidated funded debt of 
$35.000.000 and approximately 
$315,000 of underlying non-call- 
able obligations. UPT’s use of the 
additional $10,000,000  obvious!s 
‘will inerease its debt in the same 
amount. 

UPT disclosed that Lehman 
Bros., N. Y. banking firm, served 
as technical and financial advisor 
in the transactions. 





Drama on Film Growth 
Highlights Impy Dinner 


Dramatic presentation depicting 
the growth of the film industrv 
over past 50 vears, tied in with 
developments in N. Y., will high- 
light the Dec. 18 testimonial which 
theatremen in the area are spon- 
soring for Mavor Vincent R. Im- 
pelliterri at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

Justin Herman. Paramount pro- 
| ducer-writer, is doing the script. 


Remaining $10,000,000 is | 


working separately from the other | 
| group, 1s currently on the Coast | 
with the idea of buying up, 
| Hughes’ picture company interest. | 
| Deal on which he went to Holly-, 
wood fell through last week, but | 
jhe has determined to remain on | 
the Coast until Jan. 1 in the hope | 
that Hughes might still change his | 
mind before the pent: 

} 

i 


ARE STILL NEEDED 
(TAX EXEMPT) 


(Contributed by a friend) 


























Refreshment 
Service for 


divorcement date. 
In addition to separating the ac- DRIVE - IN 
tivities of the production-distribu- | THEATRES 
‘tion and theatre companies at | A 
that time, Hughes must give up | O¥ratiautemde Ts 
his interest in one or the other. | BSareegarer 
He has signified he'll sell his the- | 
_atre holdings. It has also become 
apparent in recent weeks, how- 
ever, that he might likewise part 
with his interest in the picture 
company. Nothing would please the 
big shareholders better, since they 
see in that the best chance of 
avoiding a proxy battle with him. 
Harry Brandt, at the same time, 
is continuing his efforts to make a> 


* BUFFALO N Y 














Attention Film Producers 


A Complete Film Act Service Is 
Avaidable to You by Calling 
Ci 6-2426 ; 


Animation, Story Boards, Slidefilms, 
Special efx. 

















| a leiaiomed 











Thanks to Everyone 
fer a Great 1950 


3 
DANNY O'DAY 


“The Mahogany Kid" 
Assisted by JIMMY NELSON 
and his new pal 
HUMPHREY HIGSBY 





| OPENING 
| Dec. 20—Hotel El Rancho Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 


Jan. 1— Riverside Casino 


Reno, Nevada. 





Fed. 1—Ciro’s—Hollywood 
and 
ROXY THEATRE, New York 

















Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 
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Blue-Chip Sponsors Help Chi Push 
N.Y. for Top Spot in Web Billings 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Chicago may play second fiddle 
to N. Y. as a radio-TV production 
centre but as a source of network 
coin it looms as a strong contender 
for top honors. Presence in the Chi 
area of several front-rank adver- 
tisers who do their time and talent 
buving through Windy City sales 
offices and agencies, has kept Chi- 
cago a potent radio market-place 
down through the years. And the 
pattern is continuing in the shift 
to video. 

Such blue chip spenders as Miles 
Laboratories with its radio-TV 
budget of close to $7,000,000; Mars, 
Inc.. with $2,500,000; Quaker Oats, 
$2,500,000; Swift, $3,500,000; Pills- 
bury, $2,750,000; Wrigley, $2,500,- 
000. and Kraft, $3,000,000, funnel 
all or most of their coin through 
Chi web offices. 

The biggest radio sale of the 
hesitant year was wrapped up in 
a Central Division office when 
James Stirton’s Chi ABC office 
snagged the Mars’ $1,500,000 pick- 
up of four shows. Including the 
$400,000 summer saturation buy by 
Toni on ABC, the web’s new 1950- 
51 AM billings out of the Chi office 
will add to slightly in excess of 
$4,000,000. This doesn’t include re- 
newals of long-standing airers, 

ABC Sales 

New ABC AM acccunts are com- 
prised of the half-hour weekly 
Lawrence Welk orch show spon- 
sored by Miller Brewing Co.; Billy 
Graham Sunday half-hour; Paul 
Harvey quarter-hour Sunday news- 
cast for Burton-Dixie, and the five- 
minute, cross-the-board “Falstaff 
Fables” bankrolled by Mars. 

New ABC video billings sold out 
of the Chi office total $4,000,000 
for the current season. ABC Chi 
sales were: “Chance of a Lifetime,” 
Bendix; “Paul Whiteman TV Teen 
Club,” American Dairy § Assn.; 
“Penthouse Party,” Best Foods; 
“Acrobat Ranch,’ General Shoe; 
“Life With Linkletter,’ Green 

(Continued on page 52) 


52,000 Fulltime 





AM-TV Employees. 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

NAB estimates that approximate- 
ly 52,000 fulltime employes are on 
the payrolls of U. S. radio and TV 
broadcasting stations. 

Association survey found that 
engineers constitute the largest 
professional group in the industry, 
accounting for about one-fifth of 


4 





WNBC, WNBT in Exclusive 
Tieups With Rockaway’s 
Playland on Promotions 


WNBC and WNBT, NBC’s Goth- 
am key spots, have made a deal 
with Rockaway’s Playland, giving 
the stations the amusement park’s 
complete AM and TV budget and 
including a series of merchandis- 
ing and promotion tieups. 

Move is keyed to capitalize on 
the mass summertime audiences, 
giving WNBC and WNBT plugs 
with the 50,000,000 visitors to Rock- 
away Beach via the stations’ call- 
letters on the park’s 135-foot tow- 
er. As part of general manager Ted 
Cott’s pitch to integrate his outlets 
into the community, among the 
promotions will be a series of out- 
ings for underprivileged kids, con- 
ducted by Tex and Jinx McCrary, 
Skiteh Henderson, Kathi Norris 
and other station personalities. 

The outlets will also pick up 
some of the park’s special events, 
many of which will be used to plug 
WNEC talent. WNBC will also pro- 
gram the park’s public address sys- 
tem. 


CBS in 2006 Auto 








Short-Term Pacts 


New short-term buying deals by 
the automotive industry, a new 
trend in network program sponsor- 
ship incepted last year by Ford, 
swells the CBS coffers by upwards 


of $200,000, as result of deals ne- | 
gotiated with Chrysler and Plym- | 


outh. 
Plymouth is buying four Colum- 


bia half-hour weekly shows for a | 


four-week ride during January to 


pre-herald its 1951 models, while | 


Chrysler is buying the four shows 
for two weeks of bankrolling in 
February. 


Stanzas haven’t been officially | 


designated as yet, but will prob- 
| ably be Hal Peary, a half-hour of 
“Songs For Sale,” “Rate Your 
' Mate” and possibly “Crime Photog- 
rapher.” 

Plymouth has also bought the 
Monty Woolley “Fabulous Mon- 
_tague” on NBC, but it’s on a one- 
' shot basis. 





‘Little NABUG Formula’ Evolved 





| 
| 

















Ris 


HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 


ABC Pacts Mack 
Simulcast For 


Major Air Sale 


ABC has just wrapped up one of 
the major AM-TV sales of the year, 
with the pacting of the “Ted Mack 

| Family Hour” as a Sunday after- 
{noon showcase on both mediums. 
It will be a simulcast for 30 min- 
utes and carrying over on TV for a 
full hour in the 5 to 6 p.m. period. 

“Family Hour,’ creation of Ree- 
mack Enterprises, which also pro- 
duces the radio-tele versions of 
“Original Amateur Hour” for Old 








Gold on ABC and NBC-TV, thus | 


carries on a 25-year-old tradition 
incepted originally by S. L. (Roxy) 
Rothafel as “Roxy’s Gang” and 
later by Major Bowes. New pro- 
| gram also puts Mack in the multi- 
ple airing bracket, with a four-way 
AM-TV spread. 

New program will be a two-way 
sponsorship deal, with General 
Mills already signed and a second 
| undisclosed client grabbing an op- 
tion. 
| Show debuts Jan. 7. 


WBET Joins PBS 


WBET, Brockton, Mass., has 
| joined the Progressive Broadcast- 
| ing System. 
| Established in 1946, WBET is 

owned by the Enterprise Publish- 
| ing Co. It operates on a frequency 
‘of 990kc, 1000 watts, daytime only. 








For RTDG to Cross Craft Lines 


all employes. Announcers are | 
next in number. | 
Study revealed that approxi- | 


mately 80% of industry employes 
work for stations with staffs of 15 
or more persons, with the remain- 
ing 20% employed in 1,045 small- 
er outlets. 

A recent NAB survey reported 
that 8,500 persons are employed in 
TV stations and networks. 


CBS Pacts Statco Deal 
Despite Mail-Order Nix 


Although CBS has been frown- 
ing on mail order business, the web 
has agreed to a short-term sponsor- 





ship deal for Statco, the Christmas | 


tree decorating outfit, because of 
the fact that it involves a world 
news pickup. Company last week 
bought a four-week Sunday morn- 
ing strip for the news-slanted show 

Web has nixed mail-order biz in 
view of the nuisance elements, such 
as getting station acceptance for 
cut-ins, ete. 


WBOK Bows in N.O. 


New Orleans, Dec. 12. , 
WBOK, the city’s 10th radiu sta- 
tion, will bow here on Jan. 1 
Jules Paglin is president. Stanley 
Ray. formerly associated with 
WJMR and WRCM-FM, has been 
named general manager and vice- 
president. 
The 1.ew 1,000-watt station will 





broadcast on 800 kilocycles. New 
dewntown studios are now being 
completed at a cost of over 


$50,000. 


In what may set a precedent for 


unionization in the broadcast field, | 


Radio-Television Directors Guild 
has incepted organization of not 


only meggers in Detroit but also | 


Westinghouse ‘Operation Shangri-La’ 
Junket Climaxes 30th Anni Hoopla 


-+ As the climax to its 30th anniver- 





CBS Mulls ‘Report’ TV 
Counterpart; Sponsor 
Nibbles Already Seen 


| Although CBS’ ambitious hour- 


| 





gram, which premieres this Friday 


Ed Murrow as the narrator, he 
been designed primarily as a radio 
venture in public service program- 
ming, the web is already thinking 
in terms of a comparable show for 
| TV. Meanwhile, the web has spon- 
sorship nibbles for the weekly pro- 





| duction, which will aim at in- 
terpreting every phase of the 
‘world, including politics, art, 


sports, theatre, Man of the Week, 
ete. 

Initially pitched up about a year 
ago by program veepee Hubbell 
Robinson, Jr., as a half-hour week- 
ly showease, “Report” has caught 
the fancy of board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley, who okayed its ex- 
pansion to a full hour under the 
Murrow-Fred Friendly production 
aegis, with a hefty budget to boot. 
About 80° of the affiliates have 
already cleared the time, despite 
the short notice. 





Westinghouse s 


- Vets Recall When 


Among the radioites 
the Westinghouse 


attending 


was setting 
and industry pat- 
terns. 

| They recalled, for example, the 
time when KDKA broadcast the 
| first election returns during the 
Harding-Cox balloting of 1920 only 
; one month after construction work 
on the station was started. The 
broadcast delivered from the main 
ballroom of the Edgewood club, a 
suburban Pittsburgh 
center, came at a time when the 
first KDKA _ studio hadn’t been 
completed and aé_ receiver and 
loudspeaker system had to be bor- 
rowed from the Navy. The Pitts- 
burgh Post provided the returns. 


It was recalled that the late Dr. 
Frank Conrad, who started con- 
struction of KDKA, became inter- 
ested in radio when he made a $5 
bet on the accuracy of a $12 watch. 
Dr. Conrad then built an experi- 
mental station to receive the time 
signals from the Naval Observa- 
tory at Arlington. Va. Fascinated 
| by this hobby, Conrad next turned 





| long “A Report to the Nation” pro- | 


(15) in the 9 to 10 p.m. period Lan 
as 


“Operation | 
| Shangri-La” in Bermuda over the | 
weekend were many who recalled | 
|the early KDKA pioneering days, | 


|when Westinghouse 
|the standards 


community | 


sary hoopla, the Westinghouse sta- 
tions over the weekend staged one 
of the top junkets in radio annals 
| flying 100 persons on an “Opera- 
tions Shangri-La” mission for the 
| Friday - Saturday- Sunday (8-10) 
period. Destination was Bermuda 
and the swank Elbow Beach Surf 
Club, but no one (except Westing- 
house prexy Walter Evans, and a 
handful of those responsible for 
the three-day “package deal’’) 
knew where they were going until 
the two chartered Pan American 
planes approached the Bermuda 
airport. 

It was strictly on a social “live 
a little’ level, with Westinghouse 
(picking up an approximate $25,000 
tab) effectively translating into re- 
laxation and fun the same stand- 
ards in broadcasting-merchandis- 
ing-promotion it established over 
the past three decades in pioneer- 
ing operational patterns for the 
industry. 

The 100 Shangri-La excursion- 
ists included about 30 key men 
identified with the Westinghouse 
stations, with the remainder com- 
prised chiefly of advertising execs 
(agency time buyers and account 
execs, sponsor reps, etc.), repre- 
senting 95% of the Westinghouse 
business. In addition, FCC Chair- 
man Wayne Coy and Ed Kobak, 
latter a consultant for Westing- 
house, were in the party. 

It was three days of “hail-fellow- 
well-met” except for a 30-minute 
session on the Surf Club lawn Sat- 
urday afternoon, when prexy Evans 
expressed a reaffirmation of the 
Westinghouse standards and 
joined with Kobak in reminiscing 
on the role of Westinghouse ‘and 
specifically its KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
operation) in radio pioneering and 
maintaining those same principles 
over three decades. 

FCC Chairman Coy also con- 
tributed some _ off-the-cuff re- 
marks. 

The group was cocktailed by the 
Governor of Bermuda at his Hamil- 


(Continued on page 52) 


Cancellation Jag 


Hits CBS Billings 


CBS has just been hit by a sud- 
den cancellation jag by three spon- 
|sors. B. T. Babbitt in a re-alloca- 
tion of its advertising budget ‘see 
| separate story) drops the “Nona 
| From Nowhere” daytime serial af- 
, ter Jan. 5. 
| Lever Bros. is cancelling out on 
Saturday morning ‘Junior 








' the 
Miss” program after the Dec. 30 


| United Scenic Artists. Local 829} to the construction of a transmit- , S20W. 


York) of 
RTDG’s 


(New 


backed bargaining 


the USA also!/ter in the garage of his home at! 
for | Wilkinsburg, Pa., which became | 8ional sponsorship of the Ed Mur- 


Procter & Gamble drops its re- 


| Philly and Washington scenic per-| licensed as 8XK and soon started TOW Cross-the-board evening news- 


sonnel. 
American Federation of Radio 


| broadcasts comprising chiefly of 


| discussions with other hams on the 


cast on 29 midwest stations effec- 
|tive Dee. 29. Latter move. how- 


writers and scenic artists. The new | Artists is supporting the idea. Act-|type of equipment used. Tired of | Ve", doesn’t disturb the network 


plan, called the “Little NABUG 
| Formula” after its birth in the 
National Assn. of Broadcast Unions 


| ing exec secretary of the Detroit 


using his voice for long periods, 


| Sales boys, in view of sponsorship 


| RTDG local is Boaz Siegel, AFRA’s | Conrad then turned to phonograph | "terest in topflight news-commen- 


| Detroit counsel. 


'and Guilds, calls for several unions | cers of the new local are: Shields | These broadcasts interested West- 
_to pool their resources, avoiding | Dierkes, prez; Rubin Weiss, v.p.; | inghouse officials and when they 


| jurisdictional disputes and result- 
ing in organizational economies. 

Two years ago the RTDG con- 
| vention decided to push organizing 
|in Detroit, Philadelphia, Washing- 
,ton, San Francisco and Boston. 
| However, the cost of sending out 
|organizers postponed the drive. 
But with the growth of video, 
| which has increased the number of 
| personnel eligible for and wanting 
| unions outside the three major 
| production centers, RTDG felt 
impelled to press its expansion. 
| At the same time, other guilds 
_ similarly desired expansion, 
| were held back by small treasu- 
‘ries. For this reason, NABUG de- 
cided on a trusteeship approach. 
| under which RTDG will organize 
,the Detroit personnel of several 
crafts with proxies from the other 
| unions. When the latter are in a 
| position to take their proxy mem- 
| bers back, RTDG will surrender 
them. 

Participating in the plan are the 
| Radio Writers Guild, which okayed 
_RTDG’s signing up of Detroit AM 

scripters; National Television Com- 
|mittee of the Authors League of 
_America,. which approved inking 
| of tele writers in the Auto City; 
‘and Local 830 (Chicago) of the 


but | 


| Joseph Schneiders, secretary, and 
Robert Simons, treasurer. 

RTDG has also chartered a local 
in Philly. Officers are Edmund 
Rogers, prez; John Hirst, v.p.: and 
Hal Mathews, secretary-treasurer. 


nett and board member Ernest 
Ricca have been sparking the new 
organizational drives, which will 
move into other cities. 








Ted Mack 
of ‘Originc! Amateur Hour’ 
discusses 


Old Bowesies 


The New Assembly Line of Supply 
for Video Talent 


* * * 





on interesting byline feature in the 
upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











RTDG exec director Newman Bur- | 


decided to enter radio, entrusted 

the station construction to Conrad. 
First Program Code 

Station was the first to impose a 


| Operation with the press, to pro- 
vide programs of interest and 
benefit to the greatest number, 
avoid monotony, assign regular 
distinctive features for the con- 


‘Continued on page 48) 





Jackie Robinson Bowing 
Kid Stanza on N.Y.’s WNBC 


Jackie Robinson, Brooklyn Dodg- 
er infielder, incepts a half-hour 
stanza on WNBC, N. Y., Saturday 
(16) at 9 a.m. Airer will be beamed 
at kids, and will feature juve disks 
which will be rated by a panel of 
youngsters and a g.&a. session on 
sports topics. 

Show is part of the NBC outlet’s 
Saturday morning noppet block, 
which kicks off at 8:30 a.m. with 
Frank Luther and includes the H. 
V. Kaltenborn kid commentator 
briefie. Leopold Stokowski’s music 
appreciation program for kids will 
also be included. 





program code which called for co- | 


Temporary offi-| records to give his voice a rest, | ‘@"Y Programs. 


On the affirmative side, CBS has 
_ been given an order from Colgate 
_(via William Esty agency) to ex- 
| pand its “Strike It Rich” cross-the- 
board daytime quiz from 38 sta- 
tions to 180. 


| 
Stan Hubbard Loses To 
Architect in 176 Suit 


Minneapolis, Dee. 12. 

KSTP lost out in its court fight 
|to avoid the payment of a $17,000 
| balance due for architects’ fees on 
'the grounds that the architects 
failed to provide for a studio fioor 
in the new station buiiding capable 
of supporting six elephants, as 
specified, so that such events as the 
Shriners’ circus could be televised 
from within the structure. 

Judge A. S. Pearson in district 
court awarded Liebenberg & Kap- 
lan, the architects, the full $17,000 
plus $809 interest and $3,075 at- 
torney fees. 

The architects contended the 
floor was strong enough, but that, 
because of the way Stanley Hub- 
bard, KSTP president, wanted the 
building designed it would be im- 
possible to get one elephant, ‘et 
alone six, inside, 











—_— 

















la 


iver= 

Sta- 
one 
nals 
eras 

the 
- 10) 
luda 
Surf 
ting- 
id a 

for 
eal’) 
until 
‘ican 
nuda 


‘live 
ouse 
»,000 
) re- 
and- 
ndis- 
over 
le@er- 

the 


sion- 
men 
ouse 
-om- 
xecs 
ount 
‘pre- 
ouse 
Nair- 
bak, 
ing- 


low- 
nute 
Sat- 
vans 
the 
and 
cing 
(and 
rgh, 
and 
ples 


con- 
rée- 


the 
mil- 


gS 


sud- 
pon- 
oca- 
(see 
Nona 
| af- 


t on 
nior 
. 30 


. Tre- 
Mur- 
ews- 
ffec- 
1ow- 
vork 
‘ship 
nen- 


, has 
gate 
ex- 
-the- 
sta- 


Suit 
a. 
ight 
000 
s on 
‘ects 
floor 
able 
ag 


‘the 
ised 


trict 
<ap- 
000 
| at- 


the 
that, 
Jub- 
the 
im- 
jet 





“* 








Wednesday, December 13, 


1950 





RADIO 83 











NBC PLANS AM 


Think Big 


The bargain-basement philosophy that’s abounded in radio 
over the past few months is beginning to boomerang on the 


medium. 


Radio executives are now beginning to question their 


wisdom in selling AM short, by inviting advertisers through mul- 
tiplicity of deals which finds all the networks, in varyirg degrees, 
plus many stations, guilty on numberless counts. 


It was the stability of radio through the years, the “think big” 
motif that characterized the NBC, CBS, ABC and Mutual opera- 
tions, that nurtured the medium and brought the blue chips 
advertisers into their folds with millions to spend. The Young 
& Rubicams, J. Walter Thompsons, Foote, Cone & Beldings, 
and other major advertising agencies banked on this stability 


and encouraged their clients to ‘ 


‘puy radio” in appraising broad- 


casting over the printed medium. 
With the advent of television came the first signs of a self- 


induced panic. 


there, and clients were invited 


segments were sold in many cases at daytime rates. 


Networks and stations all of a sudden were will- 
xr to forget the legalities and true values. 


A wink here, a nod 
in on cutrate deals. Nighttime 
Webs were 


willing to pick up or help defray the tab for a show in return 


for a time sale. 


The bargain-basement philosophy asserted it- 


self, and still does, in other advertiser-network dealings. 


The situatiqn is somewhat analogous to a major advertiser 
buying a 10-page spread in a top national magazine, if the pub- 
lisher is willing to defray the cost of the color engraving. Pub- 


lishers, however, don’t countenance such deals. 
But to the well-heeled client and the 


of magazines still stands. 


leading agency men, radio has become suspect. 


The integrity 


Because AM 


has been willing to sell itself cheap, it has stripped itself of its 


onetime stature. 


At a time when all signs point to a radio resurgence in the 
wake of threatened TV production bottlenecks, and the likeli- 
hood of big business ready to dispose of excess profits through 
advertising, AM now realizes it has been inviting its own down- 


fall. 


But it isn’t too late for radio to mend its fences. 
takes broadcasting at its own evaluation. 


The sponsor 
And if the networks 


and stations will once more think big and realize the still un- 
fulfilled potential of the medium, radio’s integrity can ence 


more be established. 





Babbitt Scraps 
2 Soapers; Nets 


Lose $2,000,000 


In one of the major advertising 
re-allocations by a daytime radio 
spender, Babbitt has just ordered 
cancellation of its two daytime 
soap operas, “David Harum” on 
NBC and “Nona From Nowhere” 
on CBS. It represents a two-net 
work loss in daytime billings of 
$2,000,000, the major amount 
coming out of the CBS till. Both 
cancellations are effective Jan. 5. 


“Harum” has been one of the 
standards among the longtime soap- 
ers in radio. “Nona” went on the 
air about a year ago. - 

Move follows by a couple of 
months the switch of the Babbitt 
account from Duane Jones to Wein- 
traub. Latter agency is moving in 
a new direction, partially embrac- 
ing television, and principally to 
Jatch on to the stepped-up war 
news tempo. 


New advertising allocations will 
probably embrace buyi.ig Mutual 
in non-TV markets for a five-to- 
Six-times-a-day news coverage, with 
daytime TV also on the upcoming 
Babbitt agenda. However, final 
decision will be forthcoming at a 
meeting later this week. 


Ist Exclusive FM Pact 
With CBS Network Set 


By N. Carolina Station 


Washington, Dec. 12. 


A contract was filed with the 
FCC last week for the first exclu- 
sive FM station affiliation with the 
CBS network. The affiliate’ is 
WFMA “in Rocky Mount, N. C., 
Owned by Josh Hern, who also has 
an AM daytimer (WCEC) in Rocky 
Mount. 
Will be carried only on the FM 
Station which Horn, one of FM’s 
biggest boosters, advertises as 
WFMA, 

WFMA went on the air Sunday 
10) as a CBS outlet following 
heavy promotion in Horn’s Rocky 


(Continued on page 52) 





Joe Katz: Man of Year 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 
The Advertising Club of Balti- 
| more is honoring Joe Katz, local 
|ad agency biggie, at a 
luncheon tomorrow (Wed.), during 
which he will be presented with a 





However, the CBS shows | 


| plaque as “The Man of the Year.” 
| U. S. attorney general Philip 
'Pearlman, another local newspaper 
'guy who made good, will preside. 


AFM Warns NBC 





Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians has warneu NBC that tooters 
will be pulled from all locally-origi- 
nating programs if the network 
| goes through with its present plan 
to replace live musicians on “Halls 
|of Ivy” with canned music. “Ivy” 
has used sidemen for two years, 
/and union feels any attempt to 
‘change the setup constitutes a 
| “lockout.” 
| Schlitz, which sponsors the pro- 
| gram, had refused to renew at the 
| old $9,000 price tag. NBC then at- 
tempted to lower the budget by 





' $1,500 by eliminating the windjam- | 


/mers and Schlitz inked for a firm 
| 26 weeks. 


special | 


On ‘Ivy Musicians 


OTHERWEBSSEEN 
CURE TO FOLLOW 


NBC is preparing-to cut its ra; 
dio rate structure Jan. 1. On the 











same day that the web’s television | 
rates increase by an approximate | 
35%, the AM structure moves into | 


a new era cued to a “realistic re- 


'appraisal” of changing conditions, | 
'which finds video occupying a more | 


dominant role in the advertiser 
scheme of things. 

| Thus NBC becomes the first 
among the major networks to ac- 
cede to advertiser demands for 
j|lower rates. It’s considerea just a 
question of time before CBS, ABC 
and Mutual will follow suit. One 
Columbia executive, however, as- 
serted that CBS, in the face of 
near-record billings for 1950, con- 
templates no such action as of now. 


For months the Assn. of National 
Advertisers had been pressuring 
the webs to reduce its AM rate 
structure. Refusal of the webs up 
till now to yield to the demands, 
resulted in what some net officials 
maintained was an advertiser boy- 
cott, as reflected in the amount of 
open time segments row available 
‘and few sales involving consider- 
able coin. 


| Some Resistance 


NBC has already made overtures 
to the affiliates in all the TV mar- 
kets, asking them to agree to rate 
icuts up to 25%. That will be the 
|maximum cut imposed on the sta- 
| tions. There’s reported to be 
|some resistance to the move, al- 
| though one web official asserted on 
Monday (11) that thus far but lit- 


ue difficulty has been encountered. | ag tioln with edlieses and univer-| 


NBC has been reapprai.ing the 
AM rate structure for some time. 
The Broadcast Measurement Bu- 
‘reau survey findings on station 
|coverage will form the basis for 
ithe reduced rates, and it is said 
‘to approximate the amounts asked 
for by the ANA. 

NBw’s attitude is: instead of the 
networks indulging in bargain- 
basement deals, which cheapen the 
medium (see editorial), a recogni- 
tion that the rate structure re- 


bilize radio. 


LONGINES ENDING ABC 
SATURATION ANGELING 


Longines is bringing its satura- 
tion sponsorship programming on 
ABC to an end. Intended primarily 
to spur Christmas buying, Longines’ 
bankrolling of the Symphonette on 
the network, on a four-nights-a- 
_week basis, is winding up an eight- 
_ week run. Web had hoped that the 
' watch company would stick with it 
beyond the holiday period. 








heard in the 10:35 to 11 p.m. pe- 
riod. 





AN. 








quires reappraising will help sta-| 


Symphonette program has been | 








Carroll Carroll 


reflects on 


The TV Winter of Our 


Discontent 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


* VARIETY 


NBC Planning 
Drama Parlay 


With Webster 


Now that the Sunday evening 














‘RATE CUT J 


Toscy Wins Out in NBC Symph ‘Sit-Out’ 


Maestro Returns to Podium Jan. 27 





“Big Show” is off to a flying start | 
in the Nielsen sweepstakes, NBC | 
is shooting for an equally ambitious | 


| radio parlay in the dramatic field. 
| Network is negotiating a deal with 
| Margaret Webster, the legit actress- 
| director, to take over the produc- 
tion reins on “NBC Theatre,” which 


will be revitalized by the network | 


| as its major dramatic attraction. 


Show, previously known as “Uni- 
| versity Theatre of the Air,” having 


sities for on-the-air credits, has 


+ It looks 


like Arturo Toscanini 
has won out on all points as result 
of his so-called “sit-out’’ during 
the first six weeks of the '50 sym- 
phonic season. The famed maestro 
will return to the NBC Symphony 
podium Jan. 27. Toscanini told 
the NBC network of his decision 
last week and immediately regis- 
tered an enthusiasm over the 
initial concert, which will be done 
from Carnegie Hall, N. Y., as a 
special benefit. The performance 
will be Verdi’s ““Requiem.” 

In sharp contrast to the uncer- 
tainties that prevailed a couple of 
months back as to the NBC Sym- 
phony time slot, point of origina- 
tion, its incorporation in “‘Opera- 
tion Tandem,” etc. (factors which 
reportedly resulted in Toscy’s de- 
cision not to go on, although a 
knee condition was another fac- 
tor), it appears he can now call all 
the turns. When the maestro re- 
turns, he’ll presumably go into 
Carnegie Hall Saturday evenings, 
which will take the symph broad- 
casts out of the spot-seiling ‘“Tan- 
dem” operation as currently pre- 
vails in its Monday night 10 to 11 
slot. Program is now broadcast 
from Manhattan Center, N. Y., 
which Toscy objected to because 
of the acoustics. 

If, again, Toscy is willing to re- 
cord the program on Saturdays 
and permit for a rebroadcast Mon- 
days in “Tandem” time, that’s all 
right with the web, too. The final 
word will rest with Toscy. 


It’s expected, too, that he’ll re- 


| peat his cross-country junket with 


| been a sustainer over a long pe- | 
|riod, emanating from the Coast. | 


However, the payoff has been most- 
ly in prestige, rather than ratings. 


NBC progsam department now 
_has the top echelon “go ahead” to 
| splurge coin on the show in whip- 
ping it into a “Second Big Show.” 
Accent will be on adaptation of 
contemporary classics, such as 
|'Hemingway, Faulkner, etc., with 
| top legit talent such as Rex Har- 
rison, Jose Ferrer, etc., to be used. 


In addition to producing, Miss 
Webster will also emcee and pos- 





her aegis is scheduled for a Janu- 
| ary teeoff, in the Wednesday night 
10:80 to 11:30 period. 


Hub Strike Averted 


Boston, Dec. 12. 
A strike skedded by disk jockeys 








‘indie, WBMS, was narrowly averted 


the symph next spring under aus- 
pices of RCA Victor, visiting cities 
not included in last spring’s itiner- 
ary. 


Swezey Gets 207, 
Share of WDSU 


New Orleans, Dec. 12. 








Edgar B. Stern on Monday (11) 
asked—the FCC for permission to 


‘dispose of his 90° interest in the 


sibly act in a few. Series under | 


and other AFRA personnel at Hub_ 


' when management’s offer was ac-. 


_cepted several miuutes before the 
| deadline last week. 
Readjustment in wages and 
| working conditions resulted in can- 
‘celling the walkout. 
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WDSU _ broadcasting properties 
here. 


Stern and his son, Edgar B, 
Stern, Jr., own and operate WDSU, 
WDSU-FM and WDSU-TV. Stern 
told the FCC his son is now on 
active duty with the Army and he 
desires to turn the operations over 
to a new corporation in which the 
younger Stern will hold the major- 
ity stock. 

The transfer is proposed to be 
made to WDSU Broadcasting Corp., 
at a price of $1,185,000. The new 
company will be owned 67% by 
Edgar B. Stern, Jr.; 20% by Robert 
D. Swezey, WDSU general man- 
ager; 10° by Louis Read, com- 
mercial manager; and 3% by Les- 
ter Kabacoff, executive assistant 
to the present Stern partnership. 


NBC Is Cutting Its New 
Mysterioso Show To 
Add More News Airers 


Although NBC has another mys- 
terioso program going into the Sun- 
day 5:30 period when Wildroot 
switches “Charlie Wild’ over to 
CBS, the new one will be cut to 25 
minutes. This will permit a week- 
ly five-minute news program fof 
the 5:55 to 6 p. m. segment, point 
ing up anew the upbeat in new 
coverage in the wake of the Korean 
crisis. 

Leon Pearson wil! be given the 
slot. That means he precedes his 
brother,, Drew Pearson, on ABC, 
by five minutes. 


CBS has also turned over the 
5:45 to 6 Sunday time for an Eric 
Sevaried news show, sponsored by 
Chamberlain Lotion, shaving the 
Frank Sinatra program to 45 min- 
utes. 
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18th Veterans Administration Series 


Set to Preem Over 2,500 U.S. Stations 


Washington, Dec. 12. 
Eighteenth series of the Veterans 
Administration information airers, 
“Here’s To Veterans,” preems this 


week over almost 2.500 AM and 
FM stations throughout the coun- 
try. Feature. issued free to radio 


stations in packages of 13 weekly 


series, has plugged the cause of 
the vets continuously and success- 


fully for over four years. 

New continues the stand 
ard format of past ones, featuring 
the music of narae bands, with the 
maestro emceeing and carrying the 
ball for the vets via two message 
segments highlighting a current 
phase of the organization's activi- 
ties. Through the sustained co- 
operation of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, and the personal 
blessings of prexy James Caesar 
Petrillo, VA has had little trouble 
in inking the country’s top musical 
troupes, who do the recordings 
gratis Only cost to the Government 
is that of the waxings. 


series 


VA agreements provide that pro 
grams must be regularly scheduled 
and must be susiaining. According 
to Hernandez Silva, radio-TV head 
for the agency, 60° of the time 
donated by the stations falls into 
the class A category. 

Recordings for the current series 
have been mede by the following 


bands: Victor Young, Les Paul, 
Leighton Noble Count Basie, 
Frankie Carle. Spike Jones, Paul 


Neighbors, Cliffie Stone, Tex Will- 
iams. Ray Arthony, Freddie Mar- 
tin, Stan Kenton and Henry Renee. 
Already recorded for the next 
group of airers are Perry Gilkin- 
son and Pau. Weston. 

In addition to the weekly series, 
VA issues a gioup of scripts. to be 
wsed as three 15-minute-per-week 
broadcasts, with timing a matter of 
Jocal option. About 300 local sta- 
tions use these, while the spot 
packages issued for across-the- 
boardweekday use are ‘almost un- 
animously” used, according to 
Silva. 

Television activities for VA are 
being gradually expanded, with 20 
film inserts used irregularly as TV 
spots currently in circulation. In 
addition, one half-hour’ training 
film, ‘‘The Journey Back,” has been 
in distribution, with another, “You 
Can Hear Again,” the story of the 
rehabilitation of the hard-of-hear- 
ing, just launched. A third film, 
based on the problem of schizo- 
phrenia, is in the works for video. 
Every TV station in the country 
is supplied with a print of the film 
by VA and may use it at will. 


Sustainers Axed 





For CBS ‘Report 


CBS is drastically reshuffling its 
nighttime roster of sustaining 
shows, with two programs in the 
Friday night 9 to 10 period get- 
ting the axe to pave way for the 
ambitious “A Report to the Na- 
tion” hour-long stanza preeming 
this Friday (15). 


Shows getting the heave are 


“Broadway Is My Beat” and “Up |} 


for Parole.” The Hal Peary show, 
which has been heard Wednesday 
night at 9. goes into Thursday at 
10. with “Crime Photographer” 
getting the Wednesday at 9 period. 
(“Crime” had been dropped from 
the web following the Philip Mor- 
ris cancellation). 

The Joey Adams “Rate Your 
Mate.” forced to relinquish the 
Sunday at 6 period to make way 
for the Wildroot-sponsored “Char- 
hie Wild,” which is switching over 
from NBC, goes into Tuesday night 
at 10. Latter slot has been occu- 
pied by “Dollar a Minute,” which 
gets transferred into the Sunday 
4 p.m. time. 


TV Success of ‘Life at 80’ 
Prompting Radio Reprise 





Potency of television in revital- | 
izing radio properties is seen again | 


in the case of “Life Begins at 80.” 
The Jack Barry-Dan Enright pack- 
age, originally beamed on Mutual. 
is now being backed by Arnold 
Bread via ABC-TV. 

Success of the televersion has 
prompted ABC to dicker for bring- 

ng back a radio edition. 





+ 


Bill Stern 


has his own views on 


What Not to Do in TV 


one of the many byline features in 


the forthcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 














Admiral’s 1006 


Grid Simulcast °°": 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Admiral Corp. is giving a two- 
way spread on ABC to the Na- 
tional Professional football! cham- 
pionship game Dec. 24. Radio-TV 
manufacturer is laying out $100.- 
000 for AM and TV coverage of 


the game, which will be played in 
N. Y. or Cleveland, depending on 


the outcome of Sunday’s (17) play- 


off to determine the two teams 


which will meet for league honors. 


Admiral, which bankrolled the 
telecast of the Los Angeles Rams 
games the past season, has ordered 
47 tele stations and 200 AM out- 
lets on the ABC web. Harry Wis- 
mer and Harold (Red) Grange will 
do the play by play and color. 

According to present plans, the 
game will not be televised in the 
city where it’s played. Agency is 
Erwin, Wasey. 


WHAY, NEW BRITAIN, 





SWITCHING OWNER | 


| prohibiting further transit radios, 


Aldo Di Dominicis ef New Haven 
has confirmed reports that he is 
| purchasing WHAY of neighboring 
| New Britain. 
| his purchase 
| FCC approval and that it has been 
|approved by the stockholders of 
| the station. 
| Temporarily, Dominicis, treas- 
‘urer and secretary of the Elm 


| 
| 
| Hartford, Dec. 12. 


erates WNHC and WNHC-TV in 
New UWHaven, is acting as station 
manager. There was no station 


station. Dominicis is purchasing 
| 100% control of the station. WHAY 
| is one of the most powerful inde- 
| pendent stations 
) and was organized early in 1949. 
| 
ter day and night. 

No radical changes are planned 
‘at the station until after FCC ap- 
/proval. The station has been in 
‘the red practically since its start 


| 


_and has been losing on an average 


of $1,000 a week. 


KSD in Ist Simulcast 
| With ‘Protestant Hour’ 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

KSD and KSD-T¥, owned and 
operated by the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, hung up a “first” Sun- 
day (10) when it simuleast the 
“Protestant Hour,” televising and 
broadcasting the program at the 
same time. The program is spon- 
sored by the Metropolitan Church 
Federation of St. Louis and has 





on this station for 14 years. 


The simuleast originated from 
the station’s studios, and the Rev. 
| Dr. James W. Clarke, pastor of the 
| Second Presbyterian Church, who 
has been preaching on the “Protes- 


Dominicis said that | 
is contingent upon | 


| 


} 
} 











DANNY O’DAY 


“The Mahogany Kid” 
Dynamically Jimmy 
Nelson with his new pal, Humphrey 
lligsby, 


assisted by 


Opening 

Dee. 20, Hotel El Rancho Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nev, 

] ll, Riverside Casino, Reno 
Ciro's Tlollvwood 
York, in March. 
Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 





Transit Radio Head Put 
Under Armed Guard In 
Mpls. Post-Kidnapping 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 

After being kidnapped and shot 
at prior to appearing as a witness 
before the grand jury investigating 
Twin City streetcar 
Myles 
Broadcasting 
erates 
buses, 





company af- 


fairs, Johns, president of 


Services, which op- 
and 


armed 


radios on 
was 


streetcars 
placed under 
guard. 


Previously, Johns had testified 
before the state railroad and ware- 
house commission in a similar in- 
quiry, that he had been told by 
Fred A. Ossanna, former street 
railway company counsel, not to 
worry about any city council ac- 
tion against tramsit radios. 

Council has passed an ordinance 


but the measure’s enforcement has 
been blocked thus far by a court 
action still pending. Johns’ com- 
pany pays the railways $6 a month 
for each radio his firm has _ in- 
stalled in streetcars and buses. 
Johns told police two men 
seized him after he had kept an 
appointment with a party, who 


| telephoned him and told him he 


, half-hour 


manager at the time he bid for the | 


in Connecticut | 


Its FCC permi doesn’t expire until | 
| May 1, 1953. Station is a 5,000-wat- | 


been a regular Sunday a. m. feature 


j tant Hour” for several years, was | 


the principal speaker. A quartet 
directed by Dr. G. Calvin Riggen- 
| berg also was featured. 


| VARTETY 


ur ‘ 8 } radio equipment. 
City Broadcasting Co., which op-| guns, he says, he was forced into 


could reveal who was tampering 
with and jamming up the transit 
At the point of 


an auto and driven around for a 
until they reached a 
lonely spot. When one of the men 
got out of the car and told Johns 


to follow, the latter, instead, start- | 


ed to give battle. The fight con- 
tinued outside the car and Johns 
was knocked down a steep em- 
bankment, he says. The men fied. 
The street railway hearings arise 
from charges that gangster ele- 
ments have bought into it and are 
attempting to obtain control fol- 
lowing an increase in fare to 15c. 





BBB Gets Radio Rep 

Theodore *C. Streibert, WOR 
prexy, was elected yesterday 
(Tues.) to the board of the Better 
Business Bureau of N. Y. 

Hie’s BBB’s first AM-TV rep. 





Whither Radio? 


asks 


Theodore C. Streibert 
(President of WOR) 


* * + 


@ provocative editorial feature in 


the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 














From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... ' 


| Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS program veepee, marrying Vivienne Segal, 
‘the musicomedy star, Saturday (17) at Bedford Village, N. Y. Robinson 
| was previously married to Terry Lewis and Margaret Whiting Jack 
'Barry’s “Juvenile Jury” flies to D. C. today (Wed.) to guest at the 
National Press Club’s annual Father and Daughter dinner where Presi- 
| dent Truman and daughter Margaret will be kudosed ABC’s Louise 
Lentz spoke at Yonkers Parent-Teachers meet last night (Tues.) 
William T. Stubblefield, ex-Capitol Records, to join Associated Pro- 
gram Service as account exec Richard Strunsky new publicity top- 
per for WLIB ABC’s Murray Grabhorn and Charles Holden spoke 
at the first Canadian TV clinic in Toronto last week. Betty Furness 








++ 





and Gregory Norton new to “David Harum” Ed Jerome added to 
“The Romance of Helen Trent” Alice Reinheart added to “Nona 
From Nowhere.” 


WOR'’s Buddy Rogers to entertain underprivileged kids at the Bush- 
wick Boys Club Dec. 20 “The Jewish Philosopher” on WEVD re- 
newed for 14th straight year by Carnation Milk Associated Program 
Service has released a disk with Christmas and general holiday greet- 
ings from its personalities, including Evelyn Knight, Mindy Carson, 
Dick Jurgens, etc. Brian Aherne stars in ‘‘M-G-M Theatre of the 
Air” production of “Man in the Iron Mask” Nancy Ward replaces 
Louise Condak on WHLI's “News and Views’ A girl (their second 
child) born to the Ivan Blacks Monday (1!) at Lenox Hill hosp. Named 
Paula. 

Reggie Schuebel may ankle Duane Jones for another spot Bob 
Williams making the L.A.-to-N.Y. trek for fresher AM-TV pastures, 
already has flock of announcer credits, including “Can You Top This?”, 
“College Bowl,” “Crime Does Not Pay” (M-G-M) and “Nona From 
Nowhere” serial A daughter, their second child, born to the Izzy 
CBS) Siegels Friday (8) H. V. Kaltenborn to guest on “20 Ques- 
tions’ TV Dec. 29 and on AM the following day..-..ABC’s Walter 
Kiernan to play St. Nick at the Christmas party for ABC-NBC kids 
Dec. 22 and for the Seraphic Secretaries of N. Y. Dec. 14 Harry 
Tyler, Hollywood character actor, in from the Coast to spend Christ- 
mas with his son, Jack Tyler, BBD&O staff director ot ‘“‘Armstrong 
Theatre of Today.” 

John D’Aiutolo, ex-ABC, has joined WCBS sales staff as account exec 

Berry Kroger into “Road of Life” Michael Sweeney has 
bowed out of ABC’s spot sales department after seven years Joel 
Tall, CBS engineer, to instruct New York U. class in tape recording 

Ronnie Liss and Jeanne Elkins now playing the problem children 
in “Hilltop House’... Joyce Gordon is being written out of the MBS 
‘Mark Trail” series for first fortnight in January, so she can wed actor 
Bernard Grant CBS sportsman John Derr back Saturday (9) after 
attending Big 10 football powwows Howard Phillips, back from 
three months in Europe, will direct a new documentary series for 
WMCA. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


After auditioning a dozen loose-lipped emcees for the midnight shift 
at KNX to replace Steve Allen, nod finally went to Bob Hopkins, comic 
on NBC's daytime TV strip, who'll continue that function. Allen has 
been moved east by CBS for both a radio and video buildup. Al Span, 
with CBS here for the past 18 years, will be Allen’s associate producer 
on the teevee series ABC's Frank Samuels promoted Ned Hullinger 
as division station relations manager to succeed Frank Conrad, recently 
named manager of KECA and the net's western division radio activity. 
Moved up into Hullinger’s top publicity post is Jerry Ross, staffman 

In his 15 years on the air Gene Autry has had only two guestars. 
Last week it was Jo Stafford and previously Jack Benny Jack 
Runyon’s campaign for Maier 102 Brew has sparked such widespread 
interest among other beer accounts that Milton Biow is being besieged 
for the “‘work sheet”... .Cy Howard is at work on his third radio series, 
“The-Three of Us,” which will comprise Sandra Gould, Marvin Kaplan 
and Ed Max... It’s a comedy just like Howard’s “Irma” and “Luigi” 

Wilt Gunzendorfer, former manager of KROW, Oakland, and 
KSFO, Frisco, now heading up TV production at General Service 
studios....Ward Wheelock bought five Don Lee stations along the 
Coast to supplement NBC’s coverage for Campbell soup’s “Double or 
Nothing”....Lewis Allen Weiss, former board chairman of Mutuai and 
Don Lee, is now with Hughes Tool Co. as consultant in the aircraft 
division....After 13 years Jean Hersholt is still the star of “Dr. Chris- 
tion,” Rosemary DeCamp, the femme lead, Art Gilmore, the announcer, 
Mrs. Dorothy McCann, the producer, Chesebrough, the sponsor, Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, the agency, and CBS, the network....Clyde Beatty 
show on Mutual goes three times a week under Kellogg sponsorship 
first of the year....Bing Crosby improvised an Italian record for Voice 
of America. 


IN CHICAGO... 


WBBM’s “The Quiet Answer.” documentary series on human rela- 
tions written and produced by Skee Wolff, won the radio award from 
the Chi Commission On Human Relations ...Greater Illinois Broad- 
casting Co., of St. Charles, ll., filed for a permit to set up a 500-watt 
daytimer in that city....NBC Quiz Kid Lonny Lunde to make his debut 
as piano soloist with the Chi Symphony Orch next week....Herb Kraus 
has produced a series of four quarter-hour educational shows for B’nai 
B’rith being carried on 50 midwest stations Joe Klinker, NBC Chi 
duplicating department supervisor, has entered the Army....Ed Scott 
emceeing WBBM’s “Double Quiz” next week during absence of vaca- 
tioning Jim Lowe ABC’s Don MeNeill, Patsy Lee, Sam Cowling, 
Johnny Desmond, Cliff Petersen and Benny Rubin are featured guests 
at the Off-the-Street Club’s annual Christmas party Thursday (14). 

Virginia Haskins, Ruth Slater and Bruce Foote will handle the sing- 
ing leads in WGN-Mutual’s annual Christmas presentation of ‘Hansel 
and Gretel” on “The Chicago Theatre of the Air’ Saturday (16) 
Home Federal Savings & Loan Assn. has renewed its participation on 
WMAQ’s Phillip Hayes strip WGN sports director Jack Brickhouse 
guest speaker at the Ottawa, Ill., Elks club this week. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Moppets of Embassy Row will broadeast in their native tongues 
their annual Christmas greetings to the children of the world on Dec. 
22 over ABC, with program originating from web’s local outlet, WMAL 

William J. Black, ex of WEWO, Laurinberg, N. C., has joined staff 
of WTOP-CBS as national sales rep....Bill Malone, recently of WAVE, 
Louisville, has been added to WMAL-ABC staff as announcer... AAA 
has chosen the Ruth Crane “Modern Woman” show (WMAL-TV) as 
showcase for its weekly “Courteous Driver” award....WWDC disk 
jockey Willis Conover and jazz pianist Art Tatum waxed a Treasury 
“Guest Star” platter past week....Sig Mickelson, CBS director of 
public affairs, was guest speaker past week at Washington Ad Club 
meeting....Trans-Lux manager Vincent lorio contributed an ayem per- 
formance of “Macbeth” to Jim Gibbons’ (WMAL) Country Store Christ- 
mas collection....Billie Holliday, currently doing a local nitery stint, inked 
to guest on the “Big Show” airer on the 24th....RCA board chairman 
General Sarnoff, in town for the color tests, attended the American 
Newspaper Women’s fete in honor of Margaret Truman at the special 
request of the guest of honor herself....And RCA veepee Manie Sacks 


a guest the same evening at the Loew screening of “Magnificent 
| Yankee” at WPAA'’s “Academa” 


ig Jaa 
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NAB Makes Out Case for FM 


Analyzing FM’s ups and downs 


yesterday (Mon.) came to the conclusion that the medium is strong- 
er today than at any other period in its history. 

The association found that “the dark side of the FM picture” 
has been magnified “out of proportion to the overall perspective of 


FM’s steady growth.” 
The analysis, made by Edward 


department, revealed that the great majority of the so-called sta- 
tions which threw in the sponge in the last 23 months were merely 
“paper” stations which had not yet reached the stage of construc- 
In 1949, Sellers found, 172 of the 217 FM authorizations 


tion. 
cancelled were not on the air. 


In appraising FM's strength, the study declares, judgement should 
be made on the basis of the number of licensed stations operating 
. at full authorized power and providing a primary service under 


FCC standards. 


The number of such FM stations, it was shown, reached on all- 
time high on Dec. 1 of 519 out of a total of 677 stations on the 


air. Most of the remaining stati 


their authorized power and offer only limited coverage. 


Sellers found that of the 319 
months only 66 were licensed stat 


Washington, Dec. 12. 
during the past two years, NAB 


L. Sellers, director of NAB’s FM 


ons are operating with less than 


FM deletions during the last 23 
ions. 








Long Island Airer Goes to Bat On 


R.R. Wreck in 





Editorial Offensive 


+ 





Day after the tragic wreck on? 


the Long Island R. R. in Richmond | 
Hill, N. Y., which took 177 lives, | 
WHLI, in nearby Hempstead, | 
launched an editorial drive, titled | 
“Operation Morgue,” calling for | 
complete reorganization of the line. | 

Four separate editorials were | 
taped and beamed at hourly inter- | 
vals. The first, aired Nov. 23, the | 
day after the crash, gave details | 
of the two crackups which occurred | 
on the road in a nine-month span, | 
and demanded to know why auto- 
matie safety devices hadn’t been 
installed. 

Second editorial, broadcast the 
following two days, called for re- 
moval of the two trustees (they 
have since resigned and been re- 
placed) and also hit Gov. Thomas 
E. Dewey for vetoing, last April, 
the Horton-Barrett bill giving the 
Public Service Commission power 
to remove railroad employees it 
felt unsafe. In a traditionally Re- 
publican area, the slap at Dewey 
showed courage. 


The indie also campaign for in- 
vestigation by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission of the road’s 
safety practices; urged its Con- 
gressmen to compel the line to in- 
stall automatic safety devices, and 
appealed for creation of a Long 
Island Railroad Authority. Most 
of these demands have since been 
achieved as a result of public pres- 
sure. 


Productionwise, the editorial 


Peace of Mind 


ABC followed its “Peace of 
Mind” stanza one day last 
week with a courtesy an- 
nouncement for the “On 
Trial” forum. 

Right after ‘Peace of Mind” 


came the query: “Should we 
drop the Atomic Bomb?” 


Buick's 1006 ABC 


Saturation Buy To 
Preem ’51 Models, 


Buick division of General Motors | 
|/has bought a saturation plan on, 
/ABC for the week of Jan. 14-20, | 
_involving an outlay of $100,000 in| 
time and talent on six shows. 
company, to launch its '51 models, | 
‘has also bought participations on 
-NBC’s “Tandem Plan,” for around | 
' $30,000. 

Buy marks the biggest sale on 
, ABC since the Mars purchase of | 
|four shows for $2,000,000 last. 
month, and points up the trend to | 
| in-and-out saturation drives. On’ 











REVEALS SET SALE 
DIRT INT ERI 


John J. Karol, CBS radio sales 
manager, is offering to agencies 
and sponsors something in the na- 
ture of a Christmas bonus — evi- 
dence that radio’s circulation is 
not only holding its own within 
television homes, but that it is 
actually growing. 


To clinch its argument to ad- 
vertisers that AM remains a vital, 
potent medium, Karol and CBS 
have unearthed evidence to estab- 
lish that the longer a family has 


television, the more apt it is to} 


buy a television set. 


According to a recent Adver- 
test Study made for Colum- 


| bia among more than 700 tele- 


vision families in the New York 
area, 8% of these families pur- 
chased a radio set subsequent to 
their acquisition of a TV set. Be- 
fore owning the set six months, 
2% had made subsequent pur- 
chases of radio sets. Between the 
first year and year-and-a-half, 5% 
had purchased radio sets and by 
the time two years had elapsed, 
this percentage had gone up to 
25%. 

Karol has collated some reveal- 
ing data which the web is pres- 
ently pitching up to advertisers 
and agencies. It points to the fol- 
lowing: 

Rating point differences for any 
given program or for any given 
survey report do not, in them- 
selves, tell a whole story. Snap 
judgment as to the switching or 
discontinuing of program fran- 
chises should be restrained. 


Two years ago there were 37,- 
600,000 radio homes in the U. S. 
By Jan. 1, ’50, this figure in- 
creased to 40,700,000. Best avail- 
able evidence as of July 1 pegged 
the new total at 41,500,000. By 
now, 
new radio homes should exceed 
4,000,000. 

The fact that over 95% of the 
homes are now radio-equipped is 
only a part story. While new 
homes constantly are being added 


‘to radio’s circulation, to weigh! 


this factor only is overlooking what 


nificance today—the secondary and 
the “out-of-home” set—much of 
which circulation is beyond the 
measurement of conventional re- 
search methods. 

As of last Jan. 1, there were 
over 85,000,000 radio sets in this 
country. Since then (the first 10 
months of 1950), 11,500,000 new 


pieces were simple. They had two ABC, Buick will take over the 8 | sets have been added, and almost 


announcers alternately making the 


station’s points. However, because | Sunday, Jan. 14; the 9:30 p.m. slot, | and_ portables. 


p.m. half-hour of “Stop the Music” | 


half of them are automobile sets 
Auto sets alone 


of its immediacy and importance | Jan 15- “Metropolitan Opera Audi- total twice as many as all tele- 
of the issues involved, this straight | tions,” E Jan. 16: the 8:30 p.m. vision sets sold to date, and over 


talk format registered strongly as 
a compilation of the main facts 
involved, presented in hard-hitting 
fashion. Yet some key questions, 
such as the LIRR’s relations to the 
Pennsylvania R. R., were not cov- 
ered and might have been dealt 
with in a pro-and-con forum. 
Station had lashed out at the 
LIRR three years ago, when the 
1947 blizzard crippled commuter 
service and it’s “Operation Snafu” 
crusade won a VARIETY award. 


(Continued on page 52) 


ABC's New Coast 





Quarters for AM 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
_ABC has signed a lease on 1539 
Vine street and will spend $350,- 
000 on the new site where radio 
activity will be concentrated. 


Chain currently is leasing space at | 


Sunset and Highland and in NBC 
building across the street. 

_ Work will start immediately on 
improvements and installation of 
new equipment at property which 
covers 58,000 square feet. Project 
should be completed next fall with 
all radio personnel. Production 
consolidated on site. Tele opera- 
tions will continue from television 
center, 


period, Jan. 17; the “Screen Guild 
'Players” hour, Jan. 18, and the 
8 p.m. period, Jan. 20. Agency is | 
Kudner. 


WOV Takes Up Cudgels 
For Funds to Combat 


Mediterranean Anemia 


WOYV, N. Y. bilingual indie, last | 
night (Tues.) broadcast the first 
program in an all-out educational 
and fund-raising can.paign against | 
Mediterranean anemia, a > back. | 








which strikes persons whose back- 
ground stems from the vicinity of | 
'the Mediterranean. While it is not | 
‘an “Italian” disease, the Italian- | 
specializing indie is backing the— 
educational drive because Italians | 
are the most numerous group of | 
‘Americans of Mediterranean origin. | 


Campaign, run in cooperation 
with the New York Hospital and | 
Cornell Univ., aims at alerting the | 
2,100,000 Italo-Americans in the) 
Metropolitan area to the need for | 
early recognition of the disease and 
for funds for research and care | 
‘of the afflicted. The series, which 
| will run for several months, and | 
will include programs with medical | 
| authorities, parents of stricken 








| children and patients at the hospi- 

tal, kicked off last night with a 
‘talk by Dr. Luigi Luzzatti of the | 
| hosnital. 


three times that of the largest 
magazine’s circulation. 
“That is why rating point in- 


dices of homes only (and not of all 


sets within the home at that) give a 
distorted picture of radio advertis- 
ing values today,” says Karol. “If 
there are over twice as many sets 
as homes, a decline of a rating 
point could be only one-half as 
serious from a circulation stand- 
point as superficial consideration 
would first indicate. Several ex- 
tensive surveys have shown that 
one person in four listens to the 


radio outside the home on an aver- | 


age day. Almost all of this cir- 
(Continued on page 48) 





Ben Grauer 
spans a generation of news-special 
events coverage in 


I, Too, Can Hear It 
Now 


* « ®# 
an interesting byline feature in the 
forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 





the three-year increase of. 











Stress Retail Biz 


‘CHRISTMAS KAROL’ FOR RADIO 


WJZ Prepping Personality Revamp; To 


With 307 Rate Cut 


-+ WJZ, Gotham out.et of ABC, is 





ww 


CBS’ 8 Out of 10 


(Nielsens For Nov. 4) 





Jack Benny (CBS)....... 20.1 
Lux Radio Thea. (CBS).. 19.4 
Edgar Bergen (CBS).... 16.0 
Amos 'n’ Andy (CBS).... 15.6 | 
Mr. Chameleon (CBS)... 14.4 | 
Groucho Marx (NBC).... 143 
Mr. Been (CBS)....<... 14.2 
Red Skelton (CBS)...... 13.5 
Horace Heidt (CBS)..... 13.2 


Walter Winchell (ABC).. 13.0 


Fitzpatrick Sees 











prepping a complete revamp to 
give it a personality of its own, 
apart from its status as an append- 
age of the web. Part of the new 
format will be an emphasis on re- 
tail business, which will entail a 
30% rate cut for local merchants. 


As outlined by the outlet’s new 


| general manager, Ted Oberfelder, 


the emphasis on retailers is based 
on the concept that retail accounts 
are the backbone of local ad media. 
“Retailers, unlike national bank- 
rollers, need and get cash proof 
of the success of their advertising,” 
Oberfelder said this week. “For 
that reason, national advertising 
follows retail advertising into a 
medium, knowing that the local 
boys will only use a medium that 
produces results.” 





G. A. Richards As 
‘Definite Psychotic 


Detroit, Dec. 12. 


| Attorneys for George A. Rich- 
ards began today to call “about 
150” character witnesses for Rich- 
|ards in defense of his operation 
of WJR as the FCC license-renewal 
hearings entered its 106th day. 


Last week Richards got a real 
buffeting. One day he would be 
painted as a patriot and the next 
as a psychotic or a vindictive man 
who ordered news slanted to put 
the New Deal, Jews and others in 
| a bad light. 
| On Saturday (9) Leo J. Fitzpat- 
rick, former general manager of 
WJR and now owner of WGR, Buf- 
falo, testified that Richards ‘“‘ac- 
cused me of giving preference to a 
political candidate not of his 
choice.” 

Fitzpatrick, who did not identify 
,the candidate, added: “I believe 
that Richards thought that, because 
'I come from Kansas City, Mo., I 
| was still inoculated with New Deal 
| philosophy and was never quite 
‘converted to the Republican Party.” 
Fitzpatrick, who was on the wit- 
|mess stand for six hours and 50 


Auto is becoming even of greater sig-| ™inutes Saturday, was questioned 


by FCC attorneys concerning con- 
tents of 60 letters and telegrams he 
received from Richards over a pe- 
riod of time. 

The FCC is attempting to prove 
that Richards gave slanting in- 


(Continued on page 52) 


Mohawk Transcribing AM 
Roberta Quinlan Shows 
To Hypo Future TV’ing 


Anticipating the spread of tele- 








| week began transcribing 15-minute 
radio shows starring Roberta Quin- 
lan, who now stars on the carpet 
firm’s NBC video show, ‘‘Mohawk 
Showroom.” Through its agency, 
George R. Nelson, Inc., Mohawk 
wants to build Miss Quinlan as a 


personality in the non-TV | At any rate, NBC, effective Jan. 


via radio, so that she’ll be w.k. 
when those areas finally get video 
stations. 

| Vocalist’s radio format will be 
patterned closely after the TV | 
show, with Miss Quinlan, backed 
by a small musical combo, singing | 
solo and presenting various guest 
| singers. Show is tentatively sched- 


|uled for launching in March, with | 


| the patters to be spot-booked on 
‘various radio stations around the 
|country. Series will probably com- 
| prise three quarter-hours per week, 
|same as the TV version. 

Mohawk, meanwhile, is seeking 
to capitalize on Miss Quinlan’s 
video success by establishing as 
close a sponsor identification with 
her as possible. Singer durnig the 
last several weeks has appeared at 
various Mohawk dealer conventions 
around the country to give local 
distributors a chance to work out 
publicity and exploitation tieins. 
In addition, the carpet firm is also 
plugging Miss Quinlan’s Mercury 
|recordings to further its liaison 
with her. 





4 


‘vision to new market areas in the | 
‘near future, Mohawk Carpets this 


As a come-on for retailers, WJZ 
is giving them a 30% discount from 
the national spot rate. A lower re- 
tail rate is a common practice 
among newspapers, on the reason- 
ing that spillover “waste” circula- 
tion into outlying areas doesn’t 
benefit the small store, but does 
help the national brand names, 
Since WJZ, with its 50kws, covers 
a much bigger area than the local 
'merchant is interested in, the retail 
‘rate will be 70° of the national 
figure. 

To spark his new approach, 
Oberfelder has hired Philip Cohen, 
formerly with WHOM, as the nu- 
‘cleus of a specialized retail sales 
department. Cohen, during his first 
week, brought in two hour-long 
stanzas backed by Dynamic Stores. 
Shows are hard-selling disk jockey 
| programs on which home demon- 
| strations of tele sets are plugged. 


Program Revamp 


Concept of a lower retail rate, 
while established in the newspaper 
field, isn’t generally accepted in 
radio. Question is raised whether 
some chain. bankrollers, whose 
stores are in several cities, will be 
charged the national or retail rate. 
Oberfelder, together with web 
program chief Leonard Reeg, is 


(Continued on page 52) 


NBC to Try Again 
With Simulcasts 


NBC, which wrote off simulcasts 
about a year ago as being imprac- 
tical and resulting in production 
confusions and snafus, has decided 
to give it a “second look,” and is 
| reviving a flock of shows for the 
'“sight and sound” treatment. 
| Decision stems from the fact that 
| sponsors, while anxious to retain 
their TV franchises, have expressed 
renewed interest in branching out 
to the non-TV markets with their 
video attractions. Also, the web 
feels that, with the upbeat in the 
production techniques, simulcasts 
may come off much better than 
previously, if the shows are care- 
fully selected. 








| 14, will start simulcasting of four 
| variegated shows on an _ experi- 
‘mental basis. These include the 
Guy Lombardo “Pick A Hit,” with 
'its song writing contest format; the 
new Phil Baker quiz show; the 
Monty Woolley situation comedy 
“The Magnificent Montague,” whick 
is currently on AM, and the “Three 
On a Honeymoon” audience par: 
ticipation show. 


Gator Bow! Game Open 
By Mutual for Co-op: 


The annual ’Gator Bowl gric 
game from Jacksonville, Fla., o1 
| New Year’s Day, is being offerec 
| for co-op sponsorships on Mutua 
| outlets. 

MBS co-op director Bert Hause: 
said it’s the first time a big bow 
game has been made available t 
local bankrollers. Game will be 
between Wyoming and Washingto 

| & Lee. 













TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 13, 1950 





Coy Has Last Word (So Far) In 





Washington, Dee. 12. + 


RCA’'s press demonstration here 
last week of its color television 
improvements was bound to have 
its repercussions—and it did. They 
showed FCC Chairman Wayne Coy 
striking hard at critics of the Com- 
mission’s color decision, including 
RCA board chairman David Sar- 
noff. Coy’s chief weapon was to 
throw the book ‘the record of the 
proceedings) at them. 

Coy’s first blast came on Wednes- 
day (6) after the Washington Daily 
News, obviously impressed by the 
demonstration, carried an editorial 
asserting that the Commission had 
refused to look at the RCA im- 
provements. Coy issued a state- 
ment, to set the record “straight,” 
charging that RCA “in one breath” 
asked for no delay in the color 
decision and later, after the deci- 
sion was issue, “suddenly reversed 
themselves and set up a _ public 
‘lamor that the Commission had re- 
fused to look at the improvements 
in their system.” 

In support of his charge, Coy 


& 9 
Farm System For 
e 
| “owas, cov, Comic Tryouts In 
pointed to a progress report filed | 
July 31 by RCA, after the record 
sank aatasessiie te secre) GT Appearances 


Vet Mystery Writer 
John Roeburt 


wonders whether 
‘Has Crime Paid—Enough?' 
in a searching piece entitled 
It’s a Terrific Crime 


* * * 





on amusing byline feature in the 
forthcoming 





45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











be reopened to consider the im- 
provements. Several days later 
came a letter from Sarnoff saying 
RCA “does not favor any delay” in 


What's believed to be the 
“farm system” 


first 
worked out to test 


color standards. material on a television show, has 

Then, after the Commission is- been inaugurated by Hal Fried- 
sued its initial decision on Sept. 1 man. associate producer on NBC- 
favoring the CBS system, he said, Ty's “Broadway Open House.” As 


RCA had “a sudden change of heart a carrvover from his Army experi- 
and wanted the record kept open ence during the last war, Fried- 
to demonstrate improvements.” man received an assignment from 
Coy also pointed to a brief filed the 


(Continued on page 50) the enlisted personnel at Mitchell 


Field, L. I. Tying in the two jobs. 
he has frequently taken the cast 
CBS Goes Network 
é oy 9 e 
On ‘Off Line’ Tint 


of “Open House” to the air base, 
CBS, in a move apparently de- 


where the talent tries out their 
routines on the GIs. 

Now that he's searching for a 
comedian to take over the Monday 
and Wednesday night slots on the 
show, which were vacated recently 
by Morey Amsterdam, Friedman is 

signed to offset the generally favor- 

able publicity handed last week to 

RCA’s color improvements, will 

start networking its color to Phila- 

delphia Friday (15). CBS color sig- 

nals will be transmitted over the 

regular coaxial cable with its 2.7- 

ng. bandwidth. RCA system, on the 
other hand, reportedly requires a 
4-ing. transmission band so can- 
not be piped over the standard 
cables. 

CBS originally had planned to 
begin networking its colorcasts | 
Nov. 20. which was the date set by 
the FCC for commercialization of | SETTLEMENT LIKELIER 
the system. When the Chicago dis- 
trict court handed down an injunc- 
tion against the FCC decision, how- 
ever, the web decided to wait 
awhile. Now that it’s scheduled the 
link from N. Y. to WCAU-TV in 
Philly, it’s expected that other CBS 
affiliates on the cable, including 
Washington, Boston and Chicago, 
will also tie in for the color dem- 
onstrations in the near future. 

CBS color signals, after being 
received in Philly, will be aired by 
WCAU-TV on a closed-circuit op- | 
eration so as not to interfere with 
the station’s regular black-and- 
white programming. Philly outlet 
plans to carry the CBS demonstra- | 
tions at 11 a.m., 11:30 and noon, | 
daily, plus the 12:30 to 1:25 p.m. 
“walk-through” sessions, at which 
appear most of the guest talent 
lined up for the shows. CBS, mean- 
vhile, counted the 100,000th person 
vesterday ‘Tues.) to have seen the 
lemonstrations since they first 
started last month. 

Web this week also launched a 
1ew cross-the-board demonstration 
series from 11:30 p.m. to midnight, 
vhich is being used exclusively to 





ing comics at Mitchell Field. 
example, he has lined up Joshua 
Shelley, Buddy Hackett and Louis 
Nye to appear as a unit on “Open 
House” Dec. 27. To give them a 
chance to get their routines and 
material set before they go on the 
air, Friedman has booked them to 
do a show at the air base Dec. 18. 
If the soldiers like the skits and 
| gags, they'll stay in the show. If 
the material draws a blank, it will 
be rewritten. 


For 





Washington, Dec. 12. 

Prospects of working out a com- 
promise between the four major | 
TV nets and American Telephone | 
& Telegraph on allocation of video 
,transmission facilities looke d | 
brighter last week, when the FCC | 
postponed hearings on the dispute 
until Dee. 18. Delay was granted 
to give the parties more time to 
reach a settlement and eliminate 
the need for an FCC inquiry. Hear- 
ings had been scheduled to begin 
yesterday (11). 

20th-Fox, National Theatres 
Corp. and Theatre Owners of 
America are participating in talks 
among the nets to protect theatre 
television requirements in future 
allocations by the telephone com- 
pany. 

The investigation was ordered 
following a complaint by DuMont 
charging AT&T with discrimina- 
tion in intercity TV allocations in 
favor of NBC and CBS. 


Sarnoff Hassle on Color Decision 


Air Force to provide shows for | 


also experimenting with audition- | 


The Video Cure 


Des Moines, Dec. 12. 

This town’s heavy tipplers 
are apparently taking the 
video cure, Municipal Judge 
Harry B. Grund, wondering 
what had become of many of 
the regulars hailed into his 
court on drunkenness charges, 
decided to investigate. 

He made inquiries and found 
that several of them had tee- 
vee sets and were staying home 
watching the shows from near- 
by Ames, the only video sta- 
tion in the area. 


Fullscale Spread Into 
Late Sat. Nite, Early Sun. 
Hours Is Set by WCBS-TV 


Plans for fullscale expansion into 
the late Saturday night and early 
Sunday morning hours were set 
this week by WCBS-TV, CBS’ 
video flagship in N. Y. Starting Dec. 
24, the station will program a block 
of kid shows from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Sundays, and soon afterwards 
will tee off a new show starring 
orch leader Bobby Sherwood in the 
11 to 11:30 slot Saturday nights. 

Sunday morning schedule will be 
anchored by a full-hour show, 
“Ship Ahoy,” 
Perrin. 








Station will attempt to sell 





titled | 
to be emceed by Mac | 


the show in two half-hour segments | 
and has one of the sponsors Vir- | 


tually this 
“Ship” 
ries of western films from 10 to 11, 
titled ‘“Hoofbeats,” and be followed 
by “Chuck Wagon” from 11 to 
11:30. Latter show was recently 
ousted from its early evening week- 
day time when the CBS web took 
the slot for the new Bigelow-San- 
ford show. 


Sherwood's 


wrapped up 


late Saturday eve- 
ning series is to be titled “Mid- 
night Snack.” Station, however, 
may cut his show down from a half- 
hour to 15 minutes to air a program 
with some femme personality from 
11 to 11:15. 





Daytime Serial Interest 
Seen Hypoed by ‘Years’ 


Start of “First Hundred Years” 
on CBS-TV es week is expected 
to cue in further network and 
sponsor interest in video daytime 
serials. 
a strip titled “Candy and Bill,” 
which is based on the women’s 
Magazine stories of Elizabeth Dunn 
which have been running since the 
early °40’s. 

Five kinnies were cut for NBC- 

V. The comedy drama was writ- 


_ten by Philip Wells. 


} 
| 


ON AT&T, WEBS HASSLE 


- bank promotion, 


Miss Irwin also has another 
video soaper, now being consid- 
ered by the Bates agency for one 
of its clients. Series, as yet un- 
titled, 
sor at a small university who has 


brought a foreign bride to the 
U. S. 


Cleve. Bank’s TV Foray 


Cleveland, Dee. 12. 
Central National Bank, whose 
cross-the-board television stanzas 
chalked up several “firsts” in TV 
is going all out 
this week to highlight its “down- 





.town drive-in” unit. 


Through Fuller & Smith & Ross, 
over 110 radio and TV spots were 
purchased, at an estimated cost of 


deals with a junior profes- | 


week. | 
is to be preceded by a sSe-| 


|radio, for 


Carol Irwin has prepped | 


| 


‘or tele station. 


$9,000, on six radio and two TV. 
stations; this besides its 10-minute | 


Monday-through-Friday daily pitch 
on WNBK. Spots featured re- 
corded TV “street interviews” as 
well as two-prominent radio per- 
sonalities on each of the six sta- 
tions cutting one- and 20-second 
spots plugging the new bank. Fre- 
quently, personality was disker. 


Video Set Output for 1950 Seen At 
7,000,000, Doubling Year's Forecast 


Washington, Dec. 12, 
Despite the station freeze, an- 
ticipated parts shortages, new eXx- 
cise taxes, “imminence” of color, 
and bearish prognosticators, tele- 
vision set output for 1950 will 





There's 
Dollars and Sense 


In Hollywood TV 


easily pass the 7,000,000 mark, 
says This turnout, which is nearly dou. 
. : ble what industry leaders forecast 
Mal Boyd at the beginning of the year and 
substantially higher than their es- 

- * + 


timates of only a month ago, is ase 

sured in a report issued here over 

one of the many byline features in | |the weekend by the Radio-Tele- 
the upcoming vision Manufacturers Assn. 

Pe The 1950 turnout will bring 

postwar TV production to well 

over 11,000,000 sets, having a val- 





45th Anniversary Number 


of 


‘ue at the manufacturers’ sales 
|price of approximately $2,000,- 
VARIETY 000.000. 











RTMA’s report, showing produc- 
tion for the first 11 months of 1950 
at 6,529,000 sets and the industry 
currently turning out nearly 200,- 
000 a week, indicates that the tele- 
vision market had been greatly 
underestimated. Last January, 
when the industry was operating 
at a 100,000 per week clip, RTMA’s 
then prexy, Raymond C. Cosgrove, 
expected that 1950 output would 
reach between 3,500,000 and 4,000,- 
000 sets. 

As industry output increased to 
an average of about 500,000 sets 
: ; per month, estimates of the year's 
cies and personal managers, is pact- production were upped to around 
ing several Hollywood names for 5 900.000 sets. But even as recent- 
N. Y. video dates. Outfit, in which ly as three weeks ago, RTMA 
the smaller agents- are pooling prexy Robert C. Sprague gave the 
their resources, has already lined House Wavs and Means Commnit- 
up video dates for Charles Coburn, tee an estimate of 6,500,000. This 
Walter Slezak, Dennis O'Keefe figure has already been passed in 
and Lee Cobb. ‘the first 11 months of 1950. 

Coburn, who Is repped by Stan- High Level Production 


a ee While the industry could not 
by ATC for the Jack Carter show have foreseen the big demand for 
(NBC-TV) and the Arthur Murray | '€C®!Vers resulting from sae of 
show (DuMont) on tele and, on amestages because . oe eer 
“MGM Theatre of the situation, it is apparent that it did 
Air” (‘a transcriber) and NBC's Sas SERIE OTS that the pre-Korea 
“Duffy's Paane (which he'll ‘to production would be maintained, 
in Reaete Rico) During the summer, when price 
s a _ .. competition was at its height, 
" + tage Pe et = N. Y. there had been talk of the market 
riday (8), wi o “Suspense,” re er ae 
“Studio One” and the Frank Sin- | Continued on page 50) 
atra airer, all on CBS-TV as part | 


of the web's “block booking” pitch. | T | | 
leieprompter in 


He’s repped by Vic Orsatti. 
ists, Ltd., arrives in N. Y. Jan. 23 | P&G . B 


Dennis O'Keefe, handled by Art- 
to do the Milton Berle-Texaco show 
New prompting device for tele- 


on NBC-TV and other TV guest- 
ers. Lee Cobb, agented by Wil- 
liam White, hits Getham Jan. 4 to) 
“ee < sy? - Ww 
do “Danger” on CBS-TV and two ‘vision performers, which is hailed 
by at least one agency exec as the 
answer to daytime TV strip shows, 
/received its first commercial use 


other stints. 
ATC opened its Gotham offices 
last week on the preem of CBS’ 
“First 100 Years.” Termed the 


two weeks ago. 
Teleprompter and invented’ by 


HAVANA TV TAKES 
OVER PRADO THEATRE actor, Fre Barton, now in the 


Havana, Dec. 5. the device has the show’s actual 
Acquisition of theatre properties script, typed in large, easy-to-read 
by television interests is hitting letters, within easy viewing dis- 
‘Havana for the first time. Union tance of the actors but out of range 
Radio Television, Havana's first of the cameras. 
video station, is currently negotiat-| Script is typed on a roll of 
ing for the Plaza theatre on the paper, which feeds through the de- 
Prado for use as teevee studios. Vice at a speed that can be con- 
When deal is completed, it will be trolled remotely by an engineer in 
the first ever acquired by a radio the studio control booth. Under the 
remote control setup, a number of 
the prompters can be spotted at 
different places on the stage and 
synchronized electronically so that 
each rotates at the same speed. 
If the producer wants to speed or 
slow the show's pace, consequent- 
ly, the engineer supervising the 
prompter has only to set his in- 
dicator to change the speed at 
Which all rotate synchronously. 


(Continued on page 50) 


PRESSMAN VICE DANIELS 


New Agcy. Combo 
Inks Coast Names 
For N.Y. TV Dates 


Agents Television Corp., new 
combine of 50 Coast talent agen- 








Acquisition of outside properties 
has become necessary because of 
interest in live broadeasts. Present 
studios have no facilities for public 
viewing of telecasts. 

Union Radio Television is also 
readying plans for the erection of 
a studio-theatre adjacent to its 
present property. It will be a one- 
story structure that will seat more 
than 500. Firm’s building plans also 
include a new six-story structure 
that wil! house most of its teevee 
facilities. 








iir color film. Most of this film. will 
‘omprise travelogs and other short 
subjects. 


FAMILY FORMAT FOR 
LEVENSON-OLDS SHOW 


General Motors’ purchase of the 
jam Levenson television show, 
tarting Jan. 27, is on behalf of its 
Jidsmobile car. 

Program goes into the Saturday 
‘vening 7 to 7:30 time. Format 
las been designed to invite moth- 
rs, fathers and their kids on the 
how, with Levenson dissecting 
heir problems. 

Irving Mansfield will produce. 








‘ ? 
AS ‘AIRFLYTE’ DIRECTOR 
. . “ David Pressman, former director 
le sen 8 at S ct of “The Play’s the Thing” on CBS- 
° hd and other television shows, hag 
een named to succeed Mare 
PERCENT OF TV HOMES REACHED Daniels as producer-director of the 
HOMES REACHED IN TOTAL U. ." IN PROGRAM STATION AREAS “Nash Airflyte Theatre,” aired over 
omes Homes the same web. He takes over toe 
- Program oe (000) ; Program (‘c) morrow night (Thurs.), with Dan- 
exaco Star Theatre Terre re Terr eT Tee 4.971 SORNOD GUMS TRONS. 6c ccédccsesssccscoss GS iels heading for Hollywood to join 
Colgate Comedy SOU 6 0500900660066000% BN Fireside Theatre cocccccocccocccesns 495 the Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna 
mer = PEED 0 «ctnbedesecncéeens SUE Colgate Comedy Four ...ccccccccccccces 445 unit at RKO 

MArUNM Baye ....... eevee eee coosce SOR Lights Out cocccccccccccccs 42.3 Alex March , i 
Stop the Music (Lorillard) ...ec. sees Bee Philco TV Playhouse ........... evens 41.3 producer a weary wcPhileo 
— Godfrey ‘(L & M) ...... coeeces 20 Lucky Strike Theatre coccccccese 41.) Playhouse.” joins Pressman as 
os he a eee i<edheres 0 832 Your Show of Shows ‘Partici ip Pisccoscess GS script editor for the Nash series. 
a Theatre . . errre Ter 2.7 72 EP pore OPT eee rer coccccce 40.9 Besides directing “Play's the 
our Show of Shows (I articip. eae 2.732 Lone Ranger (General Mills) cscccces 408 Thing,” Pressman was also director 
Your Show of Shows ‘Snowcrop) ........ 2.706 mas Apninst Gee | qos cc ep vcccccecvccecs 40.1 on CBS’ “Comedy Theatre’ and 

ABC-TV’'s “T-Men in Action.” 
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‘STRATO’ RATE 


The Local Spark 


Surprise hit of the Television Broadcasters Assn. clinic last 


Friday (8) at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., was John M. Outler 
Jr., general manager of WSB-TV, Atlanta, who wowed the audi- 


, 


ence with a funny but pointed speech on the importance of cater- 


ing to the local TV audience. 


In emphasizing that the “eventual 


prosperity of a station is in direct ratio to its recognition of the 
local nature of its audience,” Outler also worked in some fresh 


viowpoints on the vicissitudes of operating a video outlet. 


Re- 


calling the early days of his station, he declared. 
“Crisis piled on top of crisis—and do you know, there’s a very 


interesting observation right there. 


these crises was ever completely 


As far as I know, not one of 
solved. Before we could get one 


worked out, another would be looking right down our throats. So 
we just let the first one lie there on the floor and rot until it got 


superimposed. 


(There’s a term I learned from a high-priced pro- 


ducer we had to fire when we caught him cutting out paper dolls. 


He knew too much.)” 


TV programs and stations, Outler said, “have yet to navigate 
through the rocks and shoals of the audience’s privilege to pick 
and choose.” Reiterating that the video audience is composed of 
“just ordinary people” interested in local affairs and that the TV 


signal cannot travel more than 


an average of 50 miles, he said: 


“When you combine the two elements of a local audience and a 
local transmission, you get a spark.” 








Strong Support for Educ’l TV Airers 


As Protection From Commercialism 3":!""s 1 itt’? 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

The campaign to set aside chan- 
nels for educational television sta- 
tions received strong support last 
week when members of Congress, 
representatives of labor, farm or- 
ganizations and universities ap- 
peared before the FCC to endorse 
the project. 

Sen. Leverett Saltonstall (R., 
Mass.’ urged the agency to grant 
*an appropriate and effective num- 
ber” ot channels. “I believe,” he 
said, “that good sense and good 
business argue strongly for it, and 
I believe that the American educa- 
tional tradition urges that it be 
done, especially in these critical 
days when public information and 
the media by which it is dis- 
seminated are the strongest possi- 
ble bulwarks 
love - 

Sen. Clinton Anderson (D., N. 
M.) told the Commission there 
would be no problem in raising 
money for the stations, once the 
agency gave assurance the chan- 


nels would be available. Such ac- | 


tion, he thought, would encourage 
wealthy people to contribute to the 
financing of the outlets. 

Sen, Herbert Lehman (D., 
N. Y.:, although not appearing at 
Commission allocation hearings, is- 


(Continued on page 53) 


15 Emmys’ to Be 


Awarded in Jan. 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 





Academy of Television Arts and | 


Sciences will hand out 15 “Emmys” 
for outstanding video activity at 
the third annual awards dinner at 
the Ambassador hotel Jan, 23. 
Trophies go to the best cultural 
show, Special events telecast, 
technical or scientifie program and 
sports event om single telensing 
basis. Top educational, variety, 
dramatic, news, audience participa- 
tion, and chileren’s programs which 
have been beamed for at least 
seven consecutive weeks, also get 
awards. 

In addition the best actor, best 
actress and outstanding personality 
Win trophies and the station carry- 
ing away the most “Emmys” will 
Teceive an award for 
achievement Banquet will be tele- 
vised, with Ross dog food donat- 


ing the time, although the station 
Isnt set vet. 


Steve Allen’s Xmas Preem 


Steve Allen, Coast comic being 
imported by CBS to N. Y. for his 
Own television series, is scheduled 
rs launch the show Christmas Day 
n the 7 to 7:30 p.m. slot. It's to 
ye a comedy participationer and 
will be aired cross-the-board. 

_ CBS will start the series as a 
ustainer. Allen was the come- 
dian who subbed for “Our Miss 


Brook s” on the CBS radio web last 
Summer, 





of the freedom we 


station | 


+ 





Bill Baird 
strings along with 
Puppets in TV 


* *«* * 


one of the many interesting byline 
features in the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 














Teachers See 


Current Tele 


Hurting Kids 


| 

| Washington, Dec. 12. 

, _ National Education Ass'n told the 
| Federal Trade Commission yester- 
|day (11) that educators “by no 
means agree that television is pres- 
ently helpful in the education of a 
child.” On the contrary, said NEA, 
many responsible educators feel 
that TV “as currently exhibited is 
definitely harmful to a child's mind 
/and morale.” 

NEA’s views on the subject were 
contained in a complaint filed 
against the current “child-appeal” 
advertising by the “American Tele- 
vision Dealers and Manufacturers, 
New York,” and particularly against 
the first ad of the campaign, which 
stated that TV is “sunshine for mo- 
rale” and “vitamins for the mind” 
of children. 

FTC started an investigation two 

(Continued on page 50) 


LILLI PALMER TO DOUBLE 
WITH GAL SHOW ON WCBS 


Legit actress Lilli Palmer, now 





playing in “Bell, Book and Candle,” | 


at the Barrymore, N. Y., is sched- 
uled to launch her own television 
series Jan. 4 via WCBS-TV, key 
CBS outlet in N. Y. Show will be 


aired in the Thursday night 6:45 to | 


7 p. m. slot under sponsorship of 
'Pond’s Cold Cream. Agency is J. 
Walter Thompson. 

Show, which will be aired only 
locally at the start, will have Miss 
Palmer discoursing on various 
topics both in and out of show biz 


and interviewing guest personali- | 


ties. Charles Kebbe is to produce, 


with Alfred Scott directing. Pond’s | 


picked up the tab on the program 
after viewing a test kinescope com- 
| pleted several weeks ago. 


§ STUN SPONSOR 








LOTSA CHEEK ITS TV Bootleggers Putting FCC on Alert: 
SEEN AS ESI] Wide Open Spaces Seen Temptation 


| Mounting squawks were heard 
|last week from agencies and ad- 
| vertisers over the 35°% hike in the 
| NBC television rate structure, ef- 
| fective Jan. 1. Some of the agen- 
;cy execs, registering off-the-cuff 
| gripes, say their clients ¢an’t afford 


| that kind of coin. There were even , 


| ominous cancella- 


| tions. 


rumblings of 


reasoning attending TV vs. AM 
| rates. How, they’re asking, can 
you justify a $36,000 per hour TV 
rate structure on the basis of 65 
| markets when a full radio network 
complement of 167 stations costs 
$27,000? In other words, complain 
the agencies, ‘‘we’re paying a third 
more for TV coverage and audi- 


one-fifth the number of radio 
homes, and those in a limited num- 
ber of markets.” 
By the same token, they point 
that a full hour on WNBT, 


basis will cost $3,100, whereas you 
can buy an hour of radio time on 
the same station for $1,200—almost 
three times less. 

Clients are disturbed over the 
“stratospheric thinking” that will 
attend video in the upcoming days 
of coast-to-coast coaxial program- 
ming, and express the belief that 
uniess TV, as radio did before it. 


ABC-TV’s 30% Hike 
ABC-TV’s network rates go 
up on Jan. 1. with an increase 
that will up time costs about 
30°%. Bankrollers who sign be- 
fore the deadline will be given 
six months’ rate protection, 
factor which is bringing in a 
flurry of biz 

Gross hourly charges on the 
chain's five owned-and-oper- 
ated outlets go up as follows: 
New York. from $2,200 to $3,- 
100; Detroit, from $800 to $1,- 
100; Chicago. from $1,200 to 
$1,650; Los Angeles, a_ big 
boost from $900 to $1,650; and 
San Francisco, from $450 to 
$600. Rates for the five o.-and- 
o. stations thus will be tilted 
from $5,55€ to $8,100. Most of 
the other affiliates are similar- 
ly soaring. 

Price for a half-hour on the 
five o.-and-o. stations moves 
up from $3,370 to $4,790. 

WCBS-TV, N. Y., is hiking 
its evening station break rate 
to $650. 














levels off to an established rate 
structure, it will inevitably invite 
a wholesale checkout of advertisers 
who can’t afford to play around 
with that kind of money. 

| . Some sponsors see themselves as 
the “patsy of an inflationary TV 


ences, but we only penetrate in TV | 


Ma Be Autonom authorized stations are established 
_in their areas. Whether the con- 
| 


» 


Clients say they’re baffled by the | 





Orchestrating for TV 
discussed by 
Ben Ludlow and 
Hank Sylvern 


* * * 


one of the many interesting edi- 
torial byline pieces in the 
upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

Reports of “bootleg” television 
station operations have caused the 
FCC to instruct its field offices to 
be on the alert, but an agency of- 
ficial admitted that illegal trans- 
mitters may be undetected be- 
cause of staff limitations. Although 
TV bootleggers are given away by 
their high towers, it was conceded 
that in sparsely settled areas, far 
from Commission field stations, 
they may be operating unmolested 
But it was considered doubtful that 
many are getting away with it. 

Operations of TV _ bootleggers 
recently came to light when Com- 
mission investigators closed down 





of 


VARIETY 











TBA, NAB Merger 
Talked Up; Factor 


the Television 
merging with 


Possibility of 
Broadcasters Assn. 


the National Assn. of Broadcasters | 


| Emporium, 
‘Emporium, using an unauthorized 
|channel, was rebroadcasting regu- 


|an illegal station operated by Syl- 


Electric Products, Inc., at 
Pa. The booster at 


vania 


lar commercial programs from an 
established station at Johnstown, 
Pa. 

At least two other illegal opera- 
tions have been tracked down, one 
of which is under continuous sur- 
veillance, it was learned. Usually 
they are built by experimenters 
who apparently can’t wait until 


tinuing freeze on video may en- 
courage such operators is always a 
possibility. 


Deep In the Heart of 


loomed this week, following a pro- | 


posal adopted by the TBA board in | 


N. Y. last week to scout such a 
move. It’s believed definite, how- 


ever, that TBA, if it finds the NAB} 


amenable to the idea, will vote it 
through only if it can retain com- 
plete autonomy inside the overall 


broadcasters setup. 


‘been its ability to speak without | 


It’s pointed out that both CBS 


and ABC have bowed out of NAB. | 


Two networks are leading in the 
video group and thus it’s consid- 


ered unlikely that they would vote | 


Although it’s possible that deal- 
ers interested in selling sets might 
be tempted to install boosters 
(which could be built for a few 
thousand dollars), it’s doubted that 
the risk of severe penalties which 


can be inflicted under the law 
would be taken. Nevertheless. 


,stories have come in that in the 
big open spaces in Texas, far from 
authorized stations, quite a few 
homes have TV receivers. 

With not more than two investi- 


to have TBA consolidated with the | ators working out of the FCC's 


radio broadcasters unless TBA re- 
mained as a separate entity. In 


addition, TBA prez J. R. Poppele, | 
who was reelected for the seventh | 


Dallas office, which serves a vast 
area in the southwest, it may well 


(Continued on page 52) 





consecutive term at the TBA clinic | 


| end report to members that ‘re Abbott, Costello 


| organizations’s “greatest asset has 


last Friday (8), stated in his year- 


| qualification for TV broadcasters | 
only.” It’s considered unlikely that | 


TBA would choose to jeopardize 


/that situation through a merger 


_with another trade group. 


era, where the networks are splurg- | 


ing coin needlessly, with an ex- 
panded stable of production-super- 
visory execs in the $25,000-$35,000 
salary bracket. “And we're the 
ones who are being asked to pick 
up the tab via the hiked rates,” the 
‘agency exec complained. 
“To command $25,000 a year in 
radio,” he pointed out, “you had ta 
be one of the major veepees.” 

Meanwhile, the Korean crisis and 

| imponting war threat were seen 
by many as cuing a readjustment 
of AM-TV thinking. Color video 
and any other major strides in TV 
are seen as purely academic in the 
face of drastic production curbs 
that hang in the balance. 

NBC is seriously considering ad- 
justing its AM network rates down- 
ward in a “come on in” bid to spon- 
‘sors and is already making over- 
tures to affiliates to agree to a re- 
duction in the rate structure. 


‘Club Roma’ Axed 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 

“Club Roma” on NBC-TV is get- 
ting pinkslipped. Show is being 
‘withdrawn because NBC has been 
unable to deliver markets promised 
‘to client. 

After brief origination in Frisco, 
show moved here for filming and 
‘a network ride on the eastern 
cable. 





j 





Merger was reportedly proposed 
on the assumption that NAB, to-, 
gether with certain other industry | 
organizations, can provide certain | 
services that would be of value to | 
the video broadcasters and which 


Into Colgate Hour 


NBC and Abbott & Costello have 


‘negotiated a deal for the duo to 


join in the round-robin of Sunday 
night TV comics on “Colgate Com- 
ery Hour.” 

Their first time up will be in 
January, as one of the replacements 


TBA does not now provide. NAB, for Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, 
‘for example, has a labor relations | While the latter are finishing up 


service, Which could prove valuable 
to the TV industry in its present | 
era of labor union negotiations. | 
TBA also could utilize NAB’s large | 
research organization and, in addi- | 


(Continued on page 50) 


WEINTRAUB PICKS UP 
ABC HOUR FOR 2 CLIENTS 


William Weintraub agency has 
picked up an hour on the ABC-TV 
web for two of its clients, in a par- 
lay which may involve the switch- | 
ing of “Ellery Queen” from Du- 
Mont to ABC-TV. 

Agency has taken the 12 noon to 
1 p.m. hour on Saturdays for Sea- | 
man Bros. and H. T. Babbitt. One 
half-hour will be taken by Seaman 
for Air-Wick, which will move its 
“I Cover Times Square” whodunit 
from Thursday evenings at 10 
p.m. to the Saturday period. Other 





‘slot will be occupied by Babbitt, 


which is mulling skedding of 
“Ruth and Eileen.” Latter is a 
Bernard L. Schubert package 
based on Ruth McKenney’s “My 
Sister Eileen” property. 

Shift of “Times Square” from 
the Thursday period leaves a Va- 
cancy which Weintraub may try to 
fill with “Ellery Queen,” now 
backed by Kaiser-Frazer (another 
of its clients) on DuMont, Thurs- 


} days at 9 p.m. 


their film commitment on the 
Coast. For their second display, 
they'll go into the segment being 
vacated by Fred Allen. 


They’ve been pacted for two 


| shots, with future negotiations be- 


ing held in abeyance pending re- 
action to the initial pair of attrac- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, A & C are set to 
make their tele preem Dec. 16 in 
a Chicago Boys Club benefit, along 
with Jimmy Durante, Spike Jones 
and others. Ninety-minute program 
will be carried by WNBQ in Chi. 


MAX LIEBMAN UPHELD 
IN MANAGEMENT SUIT 


A decision won by producer Max 
Liebman last June before New 
York supreme court Justice Joseph 
A. Gavagan, in which he sought to 
break a management contract with 
Lou Mandel, was affirmed by the 
appellate division yestercay (Tues) 
in a 3-2 verdict. The court upheld 
Liebman’s attorney, Milton Mound, 
that the agreement “relied on was 
void, unconscionable and against 
public policy.” 

Liebman signed with Mandel in 
May, 1946, but sought to negate the 
contract when he claimed Mandel 
contributed no services towards his 
earnings. Milton Paulson was at 
i torney for Mandel. 
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- Army nurses in Korea. 


‘in his usual competent 
| plugs. 


TELEVISION REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 13, 1950 











that Fa Sullivan calls upon peri-| number of the Sid Caesar-Imogene 


odically to imsure a successful 
show. One of these J 
Leonard, the rotund comic, who 


carries with him a virtual guaran- 


| 
} 


| 


tee to fracture the house. Leonard, | 


who's. previously appeared | i 
times on “Toast of the Town, tied 
up the display to provide an early 
unch. Leonard’s lines, which 
eave the impression of ad-libbing, 
are extremely funny. In addition, 
he’s quite a physical clown despite 
his bulk. He’s a fairly graceful 
dancer who reaps big applause 
dividends through these antics. 

For the occasion, Sullivan col- 
lected an amiable batch of talent 
and showed some ingenuity in 
stringing together several  se- 
quences unusual for variety shows. 

One of the more serious ni 
ments came with the presentation 
of songwriter Harry Akst, who ac- 
companied the late Al Jolson on 
his recent trip to Korea and who 
has been friendly enough with 
Jolie as his accompanist to put 
genuine reverence into “Goodbye 
GI Al,” a tune dedcated to him. 
Song. delivered with a great deal 
of feeling by Eddie Fisher, doesn’t 
scem to have been written for ex- 
ploitation purposes inasmuch as 
all proceeds will go to various 
charities. Fisher also scored with 
a rendition of ‘Thinking of You.” 

Another highspot on the show 
was Buster Keaton’s pantomime of 
an unemployed Santa Claus. Kea- 
ton, like Charlie Chaplin, is an 
artist at portraying pathos through 
the medium of silent comedy. 
Keaton successfully enacted many 
comedic moments with an under- 
lying theme of sadness. 

Princeton University’s Triangle 
Club previewed = a_ production 
number from its annual show, “Too 
Hot for Toddy,” which opens to- 
morrow (‘Thurs.) at the Hunter 
College auditorium. Number, 
“Steamroller Operators Ball,” a 
broad satire of the charlestoning 
"20's. came off fairly well except 
for the lengthy introduction. 

The singles on the display were 
Jane Morgan, an American who 
made good in Paris, and who has 
been eligible for the plush spots 
as result of her French rep. She 
made impact with ‘La Vie en 
Rose” following Gallic-English ver- 
sions of Yank pops. 
in the opening slot, again showed 
up as an excellent dancer. Her 
ballet extract from “As the Girls 
Go” was a prime bit of toe work. 


Ken Murray furnished plenty of 
reasons Saturday night (9) why his 
Nielsen rating has. jumped from 
37th to 12th place in the 
month. CBS comic wrapped up 
a finely-paced and _ neatly-varied 
show, spotlighting his cast of reg- 
ulars and his guest talent in a 
pleasant 60 minutes. 

Program has recently taken on 
top-quality production and direc- 
tion, which was evident in the fine 
treatment Murray provided for his 
big production number last week, 
“Pocahontas.” 

Andy Russell 
came on to 


‘his wife, Della, 
lead the 
mercial) teed off the guest lineup 
with a medley of the tunes he’s 
helped popularize and also got in 
some nifty impressions of other 
singers. Diana Lynn evidenced 


_ good thesping talents in an effective 


dramatic sketch about the work of 
An origi- 
nal penned by Mari Yanofsky and 
titled “Angel from Ohio,” the 
sketch indulged in a minimum of 
flagwaving 1n its plea for more vol- 


unteer nurses, and Miss Lynn was. 


given a neat assist by Lee Phillips. 
Hollywood actress then displayed 
her fine pianistics in a legit rendi- 
tion of “Warsaw Concerto,” in 
which she was backgrounded solid- 
Jy by David Broekman and the 
orch. 
. Murray reprised the showgirl 
, indian routine from his recent 
Blackouts” production for one of 
the show’s highlights, which formed 
a good segue into the final produc- 
tion number. Darla Hood and the 
Enchanters teed off in “Pocahon- 


tas,” with Murray coming in as 
ae Smith. Number spotlighted, 
or 


or top results, dancer Danny 
Negrin, Chief Churchill and his 
sand sculpture and Truzzi’s flame- 
juggling. Tony Labriola donned a 
Santa Claus costume for his stand- 
ard “Oswald” kidding with Murray 
and announcer Nelson Case turned 


job on the 





“Your Show of Shows” portion 
of NBC-TV’s “Saturday Night Re- 


Vue” apparently is running into. 


five | 


mo- | 


Kathryn Lee, | 





are certain performers | trouble getting new material. A 


Coca routines now aired are re- 


is Jack E.| peats from previous telecasts and 
occasionally a ballet turn is also, 
While the items repeat- | 


reprised. 
ed are generally sock—and in some 
cases the second serving is as ap- 
petizing as the first-—there’s the 
danger of dulling the airer’s im- 
pact. 

Nevertheless, producer Max 
Liebman provided a highly enter- 
taining stanza Saturday (9). High- 
spot was a takeoff on a 1920 mu- 
sical comedy production number 
with Miss Coca as the showgirl. 
Ballet company did some amusing 
caricatures of the Twenties terp- 
ing styles. Group also clicked in 
a cute ocarina number for which 
Bill Hayes and Judy Johnson did 
the vocals. 

Also in the dance department, 
the Hamilton Trio—which has been 
registering solidly with regularity 
—offered an effective original 
turn, ‘Hallucination,’ based on a 
tippler’s imagining the antics of the 
two femme partners. Nelle Fish- 
er and Jerry Ross danced “Sweet 
Betsy from Pike” to the balladeer- 
ing of Earl Redding, making a ro- 
bust presentation of the folksong. 

Caesar and Miss Coca joined 
nicely in a sketch on a husband 
and wife buying a new suit; in a 
repeat of their slick cliche experts 
at a wedding reception; and in a 
fairly funny satire on a French 
film. Caesar wound the show 
with his sock portrayal of a man 
who has just walked out on his 
spouse, sequel to a bit done earlier 
this year. 

Billy Williams quartet pleased 
with zingy versions of ‘Forever 
Blowing Bubbles” and “Oh Babe,” 
Jack Russell and Marguerite Piazza 
teamed fer an appealing aria from 
Mozart’s “Don Giovanni.” Melvyn 


Douglas emceed the proceedings 
smoothly and warmly. Production 


was good, with camerawork dis- 
tinguished by effective low angles. 

“Jack Carter Show” was sparked 
by the guesters of Edward Arnold 
and Martha Wright. Gal, who’s 
highly videogenic and chirps well, 


pleased with her warbling, al- 
though in spots her movements 


were too big for the closeup cam- 
erawork. She lent flair to a Gay 
Nineties skit in which Arnold and 
Carter played rival millionaires 
competing for her hand. 

Baritone Donald Richards duet- 
ted nicely with Miss. Wright and 
Bill Callahan put over some dance 
routines. One well-staged produc- 
tion turn used superimposition to 


'get the effect of the ballet ensem- 


last | 


| 
| 
| 





em 4 “Anheuser | 
usch” number i > mi =| initi 
number in the middle com- | of’ the initialer, one of the most 


ble terping atop a piano, with Cal- 


lahan then taking over to chase. 


them away. 


ABC’s “Don MecNeill’s TV Club,’ 
which showed signs of coming 
apart at the seams after an auspi- 
cious preem in September, is back 
on the tracks again. Plagued with 
production errors, the 
show too frequently failed to do 
justice to McNeill and his AM 
“Breakfast Club” gang in their 
switch to video. But with Jerry 
Morrison assuming producer duties 
from Ivor McLaren, last Wednes- 
day’s (6) show fulfilled the promise 


extensively rehearsed stanzas ever 
to hit the ether. 

Production values on this seg- 
ment were topnotch, effectively 


|showcasing the McNeill crew for 
| well-rounded and highly pleasing 


family fare. Another improvement 


| which might be carried still fur- 


| background, 


ther was the curtailment of audi- 
ence interviews which had slowed 
previous shows. 
was considerably more 
and his emceeing 
friendly personality 
him an AM standout. 

With the reduction of the num- 
ber of interviews, the regulars 
were given more time to display 
their wares. Fran Allison, who 
brings her Aunt Fanny character to 
the show every couple of weeks, 
was on hand for two fine comedy 
sequences tailor-made for the 
MeNeill audience. Especially funny 
was her speech, assisted by Sam 
Cowling, to members of the Bird 
Watching Society. 

Singers Johnny Desmond and 
Patsy Lee also scored strongly, 
aided by tasteful staging. Miss Lee, 
limned simp against a 
registered visually 
and aurally. Desmond _ provided 
one of the sock spots of the frame 


e relaxed 
projected the 
that’s made 


| with his version of “The Christmas 


Song.” which he sang to a cute 
blonde moppet as a lullaby. An- 


| other good bit was Bill Krentz’s 
toy piano keyboarding. 


_ Guest Barry Fitzgerald wandered 
in and out of the show, providing 
pleasing touches of humor. 


hour-long | 


McNeill himself | 


black | 


:main contribution was the reading 
‘of a modernized Christmas story 
to a group of kids gathered around 
his chair. Scene was pleasant but 
a bit overlong. 

Session wound up with the en- 
tire gang finaling with “Christmas 
in Killarney.” Brief bit of Irish 
jigging by Fitzgerald sparked the 
finale. Eddie Ballantine and orch 
supported nicely. 

Direction by Grover J. Allen was 
firm throughout, without a single 
apparent miscue in either the 
aduio or video department. Straight 
plug for Philco delivered by Bob 


Murphy was strictly professional, | 
said for | 


something that can’t be 
the gagged middle plug which 
smacked more of corn than sales- 
manship. 


Paul & Grace Hartman brought 
their Broadway revue, “Tickets, 
Please,” to the ‘Colgate Comedy 
Hour” on NBC-TV last Sunday (10), 


filling in one of the shows vacated 
by the absent Dean Martin & 
Jerry Lewis. 

This was reputedly the first 
Broadway revue shown on televi- 
sion. While “Tickets, Please” is 
not the best of Broadwa.’s offer- 
ings, the sketches were intelli- 


gently funny, the music refreshing 
even if uninspiring and the entire 


production a work of thought and, 


preparation. The element of 
grinding out the humor and fore- 
ing it upon the audience, so con- 
spicuous in most video shows, was 


conspicuously and pleasantly ab- 
sent from the revue. 
Of course, only excerpts were 


presented, since running time of 
the video presentation was an 
hour. And script was so contrived 
as to bring the Hartmans out as 
emcees. But the entire proceed- 


.ings were paced smoothly and ran 


off without a hitch. The Hartmans 
themselves, who are. television 
naturals, stole the show. Grace 
Hartman's bland and 
humor, and Paul’s vague facial 
manner of expression were hilari- 
ous, and where they did slow up, 
as in the sketch about the cooking 
artist demonstrating his ability be- 
fore a literary club, it was because 


of overextended material rather 
than their own ability. 
Standout turns in the show 


were Grace Hartman’s impression 
of the femme roller derby fan, 
Patricia Bright’s plaint against 
television’s stealing of her hus- 
band's affections and Dorothy 
Jarnac’s choreographical accom- 
paniment to an interpretation of 
an abstractionist painting. 
Production by Hank Ladd and 
Ernie Glucksman captured the 
|spirit of the revue effectively, 
while directors Ladd and Klings- 


man T. Moore paced the show 
rapidly and smoothly. Lensing, 
sets and musical accompaniment 


were good. 





Procter & Gamble’s “Musical 
Comedy Time” turned to a Navy 
theme Monday night (11) with its 
presentation of the Herbert Fields- 
Vincent Youmans “Hit the Deck,” 
but it missed the boat. As in some 
previous shows in the series, it 
was the weakness of the book, as 
compressed into an hour format, 
and generally inadequate produc- 
tion and direction which were re- 
sponsible. Cast, topped by Iva 
Withers, John Beal and Jack Gil- 
ford, was good and the Youmans 


tunes, of course, were top-rate but! 


they couldn’t overcome the antiq- 
uity of the book ‘which was 
adapted by Davis Shaw), or the 
camera-confined projection. 

Bill Corrigan, new director for 
this series, established something 
of a paradox with his cameras on 
the show. He succeeded in creat- 
ing the illusion of another dimen- 
sion on the screen by manipulating 
his lenses to shoot from both the 
front and back of the set. But, in 
achieving that, he sacrificed the 
professional competence that view- 
ers should expect by 
Working with a chorus of 12, he 
too often moved in too close to 
; the set and thus trimmed off the 
dancers’ heads or legs. And, in 
the “Hallelujah” number at the 
‘second act curtain, in order to 
bring in the chorus he cut off the 
head of Helen Dowdy, doing the 
song in the role of Lavinia. Such 
camera fluffs can no longer be con- 
sidered trifling. 

_ Miss Withers and Beal turned 
in fine jobs both in their thesping 
and vocalizing, hitting especially 
on the now-standard “Sometimes 
I'm Happy.” Gilford scored with 
his comedics as “Battling Smith.” 
Miss Dowdy was a little too obvi- 
ous in her dramatics but registered 
_ with her singing and Bill MceCutch- 


rambling | 


this time. | 
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Television Follow-Up Comment 





Harry Sosnik’s musical backing turiers. The show can’t pay them 
|that well as to permit those new 


was tops. 





flag-waving preachments and re- 
prised several of his better nitery 
routines on NBC-TV’s “Four Star 
Revue” Wednesday night (6), to 
come up with the best show he’s 
done yet on the series. With some 
'standout guest talent, topped by 
Metopera sporano Bidu Sayao and 
a surprise walk-on by Jimmy Du- 


rante, one of the other rotating 
comics on the Wednesday night 
program, the Thomas show made 


for a pleasant hour’s viewing. 

Thomas returned to his Italian 
‘dialect character for the best skit, 
about a guy going through wads 
of industrial red tape to recoup a 
'penny lost in a subway gum ma- 
chine. After weaving from one of- 
ficer to another, he finally wound 
up at the office of the treasurer, 
who was Durante. Miss Sayao 
pleased with a Spanish number, 
for which the stage had been 
neatly set via a terp routine by 
Danny Daniels, and then socked 
across the “Un Bel Di” from ‘“Ma- 
dame Butterfly.” That’s come to be 
a standard for all sopranos on TV 
but it still sounded terrif as piped 
by the Met star. She also displayed 
okay comedic talents in kidding 
around with Thomas. 

Magician Gali-Gali was brought 
in for the middle plug, which again 
emerged as one of the better com- 
mercials on TV, With Thomes ask- 
ing him to do his act and an- 
nouncer Andre Baruch demanding 
that the Motorola plug be spieled, 
it wound up as good entertainment. 
Gali-Gali socked across his familiar 
but still-baffling routine with the 
disappearing chicks, while Baruch 
also got in some potent pitches for 
the sponsor. Julie Oshins and Mil- 
ton Frohm added to the fun in 
several of the skits, while Lou 
Bring’s orch backed the show 
capably. 


DuMont’s “Johns Hopkins Sci- 
ence Review” last Tuesday (5) of- 
fered a unique telecast, a medical 
consultation in’ which doctors in 
three cities were able to diagnose 
a case of chest injury via an x-ray 
machine linked to video. The new 
machine was built by a Johns Hop- 
kins radiologist, who first related 
why the machine was invented. 
He explained, with demonstra- 
tions, that the present fluoroscope 
doesn’t give sharp enough images, 
while the x-ray camera doesn’t 
show the organs in action. His 
new invention uses video princi- 
ples to amplify the brightness of 
x-ray images from 300 ~to 3,000 
'times. 

Highspot was the actual diag- 
nosis, in which a worker who had 
particles from a_ shattered fly- 


wheel in his chest cavity was 
|placed under the new device. By 
| two-way telephonic hookup the 


comments and suggestions of spe- 
cialists in New York and Chicago 
were aired, making for a dramatic 
program. 

This broadcast was viewed by 
members of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission as part of the 
university's testimony  in_ the 
FCC’s hearings on the assignment 


Danny Thomas abandoned his | 


of tele channels to educators. It | 


‘proved the point that video, deal- 
ing with educational subject mat- 
ter, can nevertheless be interest- 
ing. 

Yet, the show didn’t realize its 
potentialities as it might have. It 
was too full of technical words and 
phrases. It concentrated too 
heavily on the mechanics of x-rays 


and not enough on their human} 


aspects, their revolutionary possi- 
bilities. Certainly the offering 
was effective, but the more com- 
petent scripting and greater show- 
manship available to commercial 
airers could have really socked 
over the presentat.on. 


Ed (& Pegeen) Fitzgeraid made 
ithe beauts on “Leave It to the 
|Girls” listen, but good, Sunday 


’ North 


‘night when he was the prime re-| 


| buttaler. A past master of the 
‘mike and authoritative on _ his 

viewpoints, he laid it on the line in 
/ what was an apparently kidding- 
|on-the-square set-to, although he 
| gallantly 
‘rebuttals when Dorothy Kilgallen, 
, Eloise McElhone and_ Florence 


telegraphed the touche. 


| Pritchett scored. And they did as_ 


/energetically as he dished it out. 
It speeded the show into one of 
the fastest half hours yet. Maggi 
| MeNellis was equally authoritative 
,as the glam femcee. Incidentally, 
'to paraphrase Joe E. Lewis’ crack 


| didn’t want to leave. 


about the gypsies (“and where do. 


you get your earrings?"’), the gals 


His | eon was okay as the dopey sailor.! must have a pipeline to the cou- | 


nifties week after week. 





Prudential offered an engross- 
ing drama Tuesday night (5) in its 
presentation of “The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street,’ starring Helen 
Hayes. Elizabeth Hart’s adaption 
of the Rudolf Besier legiter 
changed some details in tailoring 
it for tele’s needs, but didn’t im- 
pinge on the integrity or theme 
of the story, retaining its full fla- 
vor, pathos and drama. But it was 
Miss Hayes’ brilliant portrayal, in 
the role Katharine Cornell so sig- 
nalized on the stage, that made 
this tele version so compelling. 

Miss Hayes, as the semi-invalid 
poetess, Elizabeth, gave an elo- 
quent performance. Physically, she 
made a surprisingly youthful- 
looking heroine, while the direc- 
tion cleverly avoided closeups. 
Robert Pastene was a rather brash 
but altogether winning Browning; 
Gene Lockhart was striking as the 
unnaturally cruel father, and 
Bethel Leslie had a poignant role 
as the younger sister, Henrietta. 
Supporting cast was well chosen, 

What also stood out, unfortu- 
nately, was the sharp clash in 
mood and effect of Prudential’s 
commercials, commendable and 
restrained though they were. It 
was quite a shock to be transferred 
from a taut dramatic moment, a 
highspot in the 19th century dra- 
ma, to a discussion of life insures 
ance in a 20th-century living room, 
and the shock was repeated not 
once but twice. Commercials cer- 
tainly are necessary, but it would 
appear that sponsors on these se- 
rious, adult shows will have to find 
a better means of selling their 
wares. The thudding drop and 
clash mood and emotion will 
surely discourage the longhair 
viewer. 


in 


NBC-TV's “Philco Playhouse” 
Sunday night (10) had little to of- 
fer except a couple of standout per- 
formances in its production of 
“Bonanza.” Mildly allegorical yarn 
about the residents of a small 
ghost-town who refused to face the 
reality that their gold and boom 
days were at an end, the adapta- 
tion by Stephen deBaun of Ben 
Martin’s original story was much 
too wordy for the requirements of 
video. Producer Fred Coe and de- 
signer Otis Riggs rate nods for 
their attempts to build a street 
scene inside the confines of their 
studio but the setting, lacking the 
necessary space, created a feeling 
almost of claustrophobia. 

The two fine performances were 
turned in by Stanley Ridges, as the 
town’s idealistic mayor, and Dan 
Morgan, as the grizzled old pros- 
pector who suffered from the illu- 
sion that he was the emporer of 
the community. Alfreda Wallace 
seemed a little too cold to elicit 
much appeal in her role of the 
native daughter who had returned 
from schooling in the east to write 
a realistic book about the town, 
and William Kemp had little to do 
as her vis-a-vis. Director Delbert 
Mann took whatever advantages he 
could in tracking his cameras 
through the confining set. 


CBS-TV’s “Nash Airflyte The- 
atre,” using an adaptation by Max 
Wilk of an Agatha Christie story, 
presented in play form a satire on 
all great detectives and detective 
stories Thursday (7). While mildly 
amusing “The Case of the Bless- 
ing Lady” didn’t capture the sharp 
humor that the idea suggests. 

A husband and wife team, the 
Blunts, operate a none-too-success- 
ful detective agency. Ronald 
Reagan, who plays Mr. Blunt, is a 
caricature of all the great detec- 
tives of fiction, including Sherlock 
Holmes, Sam Spade, Mr. & Mrs, 
‘together with his wife, 
played by Cloris Leachman) and 
Stephen Leacock’s conception of 
the Great Detective, who plays a 


saxophone (Reagan played a kKa- 
zoo) to concentrate. 
The ease involved had them 


tracking down the fiancee of an 
Arctic explorer who had returned 
from his travels a month earlier 
than expected and couldn't find 
his girl. The Blunts finally located 
her, apparently the subject of 
cruel treatments by a mysterious- 
looking doctor and a burly helper. 
The denouement came when, try- 
ing to remove the fiancee from the 
doctor's sanitorium, they found 
that in spite of her sufferings, she 
The cruel 
treatments- were reducing treat- 
ments; she wanted to get slim for 
her explorer, who hated fat women, 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Freedom Train’ Rides TV 


Spot announcement techniques to sell Americanism via video 


show up 
WNBT, N. Y. 
reproduce 


vividly in a new series being launched Sunday (17) via 
Series comprises filmed spot announcements which 
documents from the Library of Congress that formed 
part of the Freedom Train collection. 


Taking as its motto the 


American Heritage Foundation’s slogan of “Freedom Is Every- 
body’s Business,” the series will show, via one-minute spots in the 


aut 
dress 


hor’s original handwriting sections of Lincoln’s Gettysburg ad- 
and his emancipation proclamation; George Washington's 


letter to the Hebrew congregation at Newport, R. I.; Francis Scott 
Kev's script of the “Star Spangled Banner,” and a reproduction of 
‘vom Paine’s “The American Crigis.” 

Project was conceived and produced by Ted Cott, general man- 


WNBT. Cott produced 


er ot 


a similar series for radio, titled 


Litthe Songs About Big Subjects,” when he was program chief of 


WNEW,. N.Y. 


Result is excellent. 


them 


Since the documents 
hlown up to fit the video screen, 


were barely legible when 
WNBT was forced to reproduce 


With stirring music to back them up 


ind with an unemotional narration by newscaster Kenneth Bang- 


they achieve a surprising dramatic impact. 


Lincoln's “government... 
do an especially valuable pub rel 


Such phrases as 


shall not perish from the earth” should 


ations job in these times. 


\NBT spent approximately $3,000 in producing the series. Sta- 


tion plans to run them as other 
pat 


spots—they’re to be inserted in 


icipation shows and at station breaks daily, starting with Mrs. 


Eleanor Roosevelt’s program Sunday afternoon. Other NBC owned- 
and-operated outlets will pick them up immediately afterwards. 


WNBT. in addition, will make th 
prints to all 


stations throughout 


em available for only the cost of 
the country desiring to screen 


them. Leonard Safir scripted the narration, with the music scored 


sound tracks compiled from 


NBC’s news department. Stal. 











JUNIOR TALENT TIME 


With Danny Webb; announcer, 
sud Palmer; guests 

Producers: Les Perry and Nat 
Lorman 

Director: Pete Molnar 


Writer: Ed Rattner 
30 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 
REPUBLIC TV-RCA VICTOR 
WPIX, N. Y. 
Product Services Group) 
\nother show spotlighting youth- 


{ul talent. this new WPIX entry 
hit a neat pace on its initialer 
Saturday (9) with an entertaining 
assortinent of acts. Kids, show- 


cased on the preem show, varied 
from being just cute to showing 
pro potentialties. Chosen from 
public and private schools 
teacher recommendations, 
range from elementary to 
igh school age. Format plays up 
he fact that youths spotted on the 
iow also rate high scholastically. 
ich of the kids spotted on the 
rogram is introed via a short dis- 
cussion between emcee Danny 
Webb and the teacher responsible 
for his or her appearance, 

Talent lineup on opener includ- 
ed an acro turn, an accordionist, 
a couple of moppets doing a tap 
routine, and a few song bits. Gin- 
ger Pegos’ acro stand was of a 
high calibre, while Patti Parks and 
her brother Stanley did an amus- 
ing tap-vocal duet on “Dearie.” 
Boy was decked out in a Gay 90's 
outfit, while gal wore a ballerina 
ensemble. Two girls, Eileen Lex 
and Dianne Blum, both of kinder- 


garten age, teamed for a tap rou- | 


tine that was highlighted by their 
minute stature. Tony Grasso did 
an okay selling job on 
noogie Shoe Shine Boy,” while 
Carol Marsh voecalled “Stay With 
the Happy People” and Delcenia 
sovd did a ballet number. 
cordion bit was also offered 


by 
Ralph Sazano. 


Simultaneous plugs for Republic | 


TV stores and RCA Victor video 
sets were competently handled by 
Bud Palmer. Show is packaged by 
Product Services Group. Gros. 


CAPT. GLENN’S CHRISTMAS 

BANDWAGON 
With Glenn Rowell, Jack Felice, 

guests 
3 hrs., Sat. (9); 2:30 p.m. 
Producer: Felice 
Director: Albert G. Hartigan 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N.Y, 

Usually spotted over WPIX, 
N. Y., in the 5-5:30 p.m. Saturday 
Slot. “Capt. Glenn's Bandwagon” 
was expanded Saturday (9) into a 
three-hour show to raise funds and 
collect” gifts for underprivileged 
N. Y. youngsters. Over 1,000 kids 
attended the program to offer their 
Coin or gift contributions in per- 
son. Show was put on in coopera- 
tion with Sally Joy Brown's N. Y. 
Daily News Christmas Fund. Miss 
Brown, accompanied by a few as- 
Sistants, was also on hand to issue 
Special certificates to the contrib- 
“ling moppets. 

Show's regular cast, including 
Capt. Glenn Rowell; Okey Dokey, 
on oversized pup played by Jack 
Buttercup and Honeywell Bear ac- 
‘ively participated in the proceed- 
‘nes. Among guests who showed 
Pp for the occasion were Ronald 
7 ‘an. Freddie Bartholomew, Cliff 
kulele Ike’ Edwards. Danny 
Webb and songwriters J. Fred 
-OOtS and Johnny Marks. Show 
fat smoothly, as did Sylvia Mere- 
CUh’s handling of the puppets. 
Gros. 


An ac- | 


elice, and puppets, E. Gar Beaver, 


DINNER AT THE SHERATON 
BELVEDERE 
With Lynn Swann, Donald Kirk- 
ley, Colleen Swarts, Mary Spots- 
wood Warren 
Producer - Writers: 
Lynn Swann 
30 Mins.; Wed., 7 p.m. 
Participating 
WMAR-TV, Baltimore 
(Hanrahan Co.) 
A potent remote from the 
swanky John Eager Howard Din- 
ing Room of the Sheraton Bel- 


vedere during dinner hour this 
half-hour show is smartly handled 
| from its technical pickup to an 
actual showing of products by four 
participating sponsors. A_ novel 
twist and atmospheric plus is the 
dressing of the floor director and 
two camera men in white tie and 
tails. 

Lynn Swann handled the gen- 
eral commentary, introducing Col- 
leen Swarts for fashidn chatter 
backing up models parading gowns 


Bill Howeh, 


.and furs for two of the tab payers 


and Mary Spottswood Warren for 


room and hotel backgrounding. 
Donald Kirkley, drama: and film 
critic for the Baltimore Sun, 


wrings in more patter with a visit- 
ing celeb and a brief moment of 
table hopping concludes the setup. 
Two other sponsors are a silver- 


| 


GABBY HAYES SHOW 

With Hayes as narrator 

Writer: Hayes 

Producer-director: Martin Stone 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 5:15 p.m. 

QUAKER OATS : 

NBC-TV, from New York 
(Sherman, Marquette) 

Gabby Hayes’ new three-time 
weekly 15-minute show Quaker 
Oats on NBC-TV_ is_ simplicity 
itself. The  ex-Hollywood hoss 
opera star merely dons some 
sourdough attire, stands in front 
of some studio cacti, and spins 
tales of the great outdoors in -his 
tamilar plains twang. 

For Monday's (11) preem, Hayes 
recounted the story of a Texas 
ranger and “some mighty tough 
hombres” who wanted to sttal 
some land. His tale-spinning is 
limited to a couple of sentences 
to lead up to a filmed sequence. 
Clip on the inaugural was replete 


with hard ridin’, fisticuffs and 
general rough ’n’ tumble. 


Program makes the most of a 
slim budget, for Hayes has a fol- 
lowing among the juvenile set and 
the show is beamed at an ex- 
cellent time to bag the action 
devotees. Commercials for Quaker 
Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice are 
entirely handled by Hayes. But 
it seemed rather inconguous for 
the bewhiskered actor to be regal- 
ing the kics on a breakfast food. 
His frontier persofiality ts more 
suited for a chewing tobacco. 

Gilb. 


CHEF’S CLUB 
With Dean Jennings, guests 
Progucer: Carol Levene 
Director: Forrester Mashbir 
15 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
CRESTA BLANCA WINE 
KPIX, San Francisco 

All of the basic essentials of a 
solid TV show are present in this 
potion—a genial, articulate emcee 
plus a guest formula designed to 


_provide the viewer with a residue 


ware firm and an interior director. | 


_chandising ties in to tone of room 
with emphasis on class predomi- 


| Blurbing is held in bounds and it 


ment. Burm. 





“Chatta- | 


NORMAN ROSS VARIETIES 
| Producer: George Heinemann 
| Director: Bill Falls 
30 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBQ, Chicago 

Problem of how to fil! the so- 
called fringe hours with low-budg- 
et tele offerings, has lead to a 


variety of attempted solutions. 
/ Latest is WNBQ's opening morning 
‘show, which is made up _ of 


Nature of participating mer-, 


nating and held up throughout. | 


all adds up to pleasing entertain- | 


of data as well as a passing ac- 
quaintance with celebrities, quon- 
dam and otherwise. 

Much of the effectiveness of the 
verbal ambrosia dispensed, hinges | 
on the impact of the personalities 
and information highlighted. The 


show caught indicated mixed 
values in this respect, ranging 
from the sprightly to the dull, 


with a marked over-emphasis on 
commercial content in particular a 
glaring handicap. 

The 15-minute stanza teed off 
in a kitchen setting with Hearst 
columnist Herb Caen (S. F. Ex- 
aminer), rigged up in chef’s trap- 
pings, whipping up a Zabaglione 
while chattering with emcee Dean 
Jennings. This item, which has 
major recipe appeal to viewers, | 
suffered regrettahle eclipse due to 
prevailing banter and was too-' 
quickly succeeded by a moveover 
to a table-for-four set for Jennings, | 
Caen and Norma and Jerry Bund- 
sen, the latter Caen’s news major- 
domo and handyman. Conversa- 
tion in this sesh gravitated be- 


_tween eager-beaverness of Jen- 


| nings to give sponsors more than 


| Soundies, brief musical films made | 


originally for coin machine dis- 
tribution and now being resur- 
rected for video. 

| Gitting in as a sort of a film 
\jockey is Norman Ross, who has 
/ been a housewife favorite for many 
years as a record spinner and 
gabber on WNBQ’s NBC sister AM 
station, WMAQ. It’s Ross’ casual, 
unpretentious patter, sandwiching 
the pix, that lifts the venture out 
of the strictly mediocre. class and 
gives it a mildly humorous twist 

Program is little more than a 
radio show put under the camera. 
but that’s all it’s meant to be, and 
as such will undoubtedly attract a 
goodly share of that surprisingly 
large daytime audience which is 
using the tele set for background 
music and chatter, in similar fash- 
ion to much of daytime radio 
listening. 

“Uncle Normie” could probably 
draw a sizable hausfrau tele audi- 
ence if he merely talked through 
a test pattern, so it’s not too im- 
portant that the Soundies, at least 
on the show heard \6), displayed 
their age rather badly. The two- 
and-a-half minute films them- 
selves were of okay quality but the 
sound tracks were scratchy. Tunes 
were of pre-war vintage, as were 
the costumes of the talent. But 
gabber managed to turn these 
flaws to an advantage by comical 
off-screen asides while the pix 
|were being unreeled. Dare. 


‘' topgrade. 


their dollar’s worth .of wine- 
plugging and_ once-over-lightly | 
interview of Caen’s technique in) 
column writing, which latter was. 
of interest, though abbreviated. | 

Jennings conducts his part of the 
seance with deftness, though ob-) 
viously hard-pressed to evolve a- 
show of impact in the limited time | 
alloted and with commitments 
necessary. Caen and Bundsen are | 
more effective in their natural ele- | 
ment as newshawks than as en-| 
tertainers. Significance of guest. 
Norma Bundsen in stance is essen- | 
tially that of femme _ window, 


trimming. Ted. | 


PICTURE PLATTERS 

With Steve Dunne 
Producer-director: Bob Quinlan 
15 Mins.; Wed., 9:15 p.m. 
Participating 

KTSL, Hollywood | 

The ingredients thrown into 
“Picture Platters” are prime-cut. 
Billed as a visual disk jockey pro- 
gram, weekly layout has platter 
pusher Steve Dunne, who makes 
the story of each song eye-appeal- 
ing with the aid of Eddie Bracken’s 
tailored pix. Show is perfectly tied 
together through the efforts of pro- 
ducer-director Bob Quinlan. 

Setting himself up as a slightly 
confused, faltering jockey, Dunne 
hits the mark. His humor is dry, 
and the ease with which he handles 
his chores is compelling. 

Show is built around platters co- 
ordinated with tailored three-min- 
ute pix, which tell the story of each 
particular record. Brief, soundless 
films produced by Bracken are 
complete and well moulded stories, 
giving the platter show presence 
and hefty entertainment value. 

Top credit goes to Quinlan. who 
tied the package together. Camera 
work is effective, being acutely 
timed to coincide with the switch 
from live to film segments. Produc- 
tion values given brief layout are 
Free. 


| appearing separately. 


| left. 


sells convincingly. 


BIGELOW THEATRE 
'(¢The Sum of Seven’) 


Robin Hughes, Annabelle Shaw, 
Bill Murphy, others 

Writers: Robert Meade, Sheldon 
Osborne 

Director: Frank Woodruff 

30 Mins.: Sun., 6 p.m, 

BIGELOW-SANFORD CARPETS 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 

“Bigelow Theatre,” new 


got away to a promising start Sun- 
day (10) with a behind-the-scenes 
problem in college classroom de- 
corum. Playlet, tagged “The Sum 
of Seven,” was built around seven 
students who were suspected of 
purloining the questions to an all- 
important examination out of the 
prof’s drawer. 

Fact that the test paper was 
stolen had little significance in it- 
self, but the reactions among the 
seven when their chances of grad- 
uation began to fade made for in- 
teresting viewing. Kingpin of the 
story was Victor Jory, a teacher of 
English literature. He interpreted 
his role with sympathy and under- 
standing. Balance of the cast was 
composed of youthful players who 
typified the average college stu- 
dent. 

Bigelow initialer was filmed by 
the Jerry Fairbanks Multi-Cam 
process which picks up the studio 
action on several cameras. Direc- 
tor can edit the picture as he goes 
along merely by cutting from one 
camera to another. Fairbanks sys- 
tem shows up clearer than a kine- 


| scope, but falls somewhat short of 


measuring up to the fidelity and 
sharpness of a live studio program. 
Gilb. 


ROLL-IN 
With Bob Stone, 
others 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 1:45 p.m. 
Participating 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
New catch-all program is appar- 
ently part of an unfolding plan by 


Jerry Coyle, 


_ this General-Electric-owned station 
‘to roli back the starting hour of 


daytime television. Long, slo’ and 
loose-knit, on the basis of the two 
blocks viewed it would be im- 
measurably improved if cut to 30 
minutes. 

Bob Stone, veteran WRGB pro- 
ducer and former WGY staffer, 
acts as emcee. Jerry Coyle, another 
WGY alumnus and commercial 
man on several WRGB features, is 
a conferee, vocalist and news- 
caster. Two WRGB artists, 
Fisk and Charles McGarrahan, 
illustrated popular songs’ and 
operatic arias an shows caught, 
Interviews 
completed the program, plus a live 
commercial (for tvomen’s _ slips) 
and a cartooned one (for an auto- 
mobile). 

Individual segments of both 
shows held interest, but the com- 
bination on neither jelled. Stone 
worked most of the time on a 


settee, in front of a curtain. Coyle) 
sat with him for the chitchat, but | 


stood for the vocals. 

Artists sketched on easels to the 
Interviewees joined Stone in 
the center. He is a mature-appear- 
ing chap, with a clear but slightly 
high and definitely metallic voice 
—not too ear-easy for an hour 
period. Manner is friendly; at 
times, mildly kidding. 

Best interview — because the 
timeliest and most vivid—was with 
J. H. (Jake) Van Aernam, director 
of advertising-publicity for the 
eastern division of Mohawk-Niag- 
ara Hudson Power Corp. and a 
frequent WGY broadcaster. 
discussed the recent gale (which 
knocked off Albany radio stations 


| for varying periods) and his com-, 
pany’s procedure in reestablishing | 
-power for 70,000 homes. 


Coyle, who screens well, tenors 
nicely, newscasts competently and 
Jaco. 


FUN FAIR 
With Jay Stewart 
Producer: Stewart 
Director: Phil Booth 
30 Mins.; Sun., 4:30 p.m. 
KECA-TV, Los Angeles 

Jay Stewart's “Fun Fair,” billed 
as an audience participation pro- 
gram, deals entirely with the Juve 
section. Stewart handles his kid 
entires gently, yet manages to get 
a good many chuckles from them. 


Program, however, would hold 
much more impact if Stewart 


mixed his participants, bringing on 
ithe adults as well. 


viously planted lines, which in- 
stantly detracted from interest in 
the show. In addition to being in- 
terviewed, juves competed for 
prizes and three were brought in 
for a short skit which was well- 


moulded by scripter Harfield Wee- | 


din. 

Stewart works easily bringing 
the youngsters into the open and 
projects in pleasing manner him- 
self. Phil Booth did a nice job 
| master-minding the camera move- 
ment. ; Free. 


half- | 
hour dramatie series via CBS-TY, | 


Jim | 


He | 


Opener employed a couple of ob- | 


THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS © 
With Olive Stacey, Jimmy Lydon, 
With Victor Jory, Rolland Morris, 


Nana Bryant, Robert Armstrong, 
Nancy Malone, Valerie Cossart, 
Dan Tobin; Cy Harrice, an- 
nouncer; Clark Morgan, organist 
Producer: Hoyt Allen 
Director: Everett Gammon 
Writer: Jean Holloway 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 2:30 p.m, 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Benton & Bowles!) 


Whether the AM daytime stand- 
by, the soaper, will ever be able 
to find its niche in video has long 
been a poser plaguing the indus- 
try. It entails many sub-questions: 
Will the hausfrau be able to give 
up the time and attention to a 
visual strip? Will production cosis 
be prohibitive? How will the cast- 
ers learn their lines? Will TV 
washboard weepers replace per- 
formers who drop out as easily as 
in radio”? 

While all these questions 
haven’t been answered yet, “The 
First Hundred Years” proves that 
the daytime serial can make the 
transition to tele. The production 
given it on its initial week (4-8) 
was ambitious and technically ex- 
cellent. Thespers revealed no 
hesitation with their lines, due to 
their having gone through the five 
shows on closed circuit the previ- 
ous week and to the aid of the Tele- 


prompter If they occasionally 
glanced at this memory-jogging 
screen, the performers never be- 


traved the fact. 


It would seem that “Hundred 
Years” should latch on to a siz- 
able audience. Benton & Bowles 


agency is experienced in the AM 
soaper field (one of the most com- 
pletely researched facets of pro- 
gramming) and Jean Holloway, 
who's scripting, is a top writer. 
They've teamed on a stanza that 
apparently will eschew the tor- 
tured travails of the masochistic 
weeper in favor of a light comedic 
|vehicle which also includes a 
healthy helping of young love and 
sentiment. 

First week’s story line reprised 
what was done two summers back 
in one half-hour as an ABC radio 
| sustainer. It told the preparations 
for the wedding of a young couple, 
their fears, their inner desire to 
|eall the whole thing off, the varied 
, reactions of their parents and their 
finally saying “I do.” Like the 
earlier AM edition, it followed the 
old standbys of similar situation 
| comedies, the riding of the groom 
|by his single pals, the garrulous 
'fathers, the solicitous mothers, 
| bratty kid sister, etc. 
| It’s these tried-and-tested for- 
|mulas that may limit the airer’s 
scope. The newlyweds are ideal- 
‘ized rather than typical. Their 
|families are slickly youthful and 
‘attractive. Their home, a lush 
manse given by their folks, is not 
| What the average young couple has, 
/but what it dreams of. (Inciden- 
tally, the set has been built per- 
/manently into CBS’ Liederkrantz 
Hall studios, to reduce the produc- 
tion nick.) In short, the series 
‘should provide a dose of escapism 
into a pleasant storybook world. 

Players, all of whom did a neat 
job, are headed by Olive Stacey 
‘and Jimmy Lydon as the young 
couple, with Nana Bryant and 
Robert Armstrong playing the gal’s 
parents and Nancy Malone her 
sister. Valerie Cossart and Dan 
Tobin are cast as the boy's folks. 

During the first week, heavy and 
‘effective use was made of flash- 
backs, which were smoothly lensed 


‘and provided a sense of movement, 


Taped soliloquys (as the young- 
sters reminisced of their courting) 
and split screen (as the mothers 
phoned each other) were nice pro- 
duction aids. 

Occasionally some of the humor 


‘seemed immature and some of the 


philosophizing on marriage trite. 


| However, ‘“‘Hundred Years” shou!d 
| be around for some time. Commer- 
' cials, 


delivered by Cy Harrice, 
were good, strongly touting Tide’s 
virtues over brands A through G. 
Bril. 


| 
MUSIC, RFD 


With Les Anderson, Cass*County 
Boys, Mary Morgan, Jane 
Davids 

Producer-director: Joe Landis 

3% Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KLAC-TV, Hoilywood 
This 30-minute segment is a pay- 

off stanza for KLAC-TV. Pro- 

duced and directed by Joe Landis, 

“Music, RFD,” stacks up as strong 

entertainment. Landis brought to- 

gether a good cast, tied it up with 

a simple but effective format and 

emerged with honors, 

Les Anderson emcees th2 show 
and tucks away the top vocal 
chores. Aiding are the Cass 
County Buvs, Mary Morgan and 
Jane Davids. Cass County Boys 
moved in for three numbers on 
preem, each of which registered 
strongly. Trio vocals as well as 
accompanying itself with bass, 
(Continued on page 48) 
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THE PEOPLE ACT : 
With Ben Grauer, Elmore McKee 
Producer: Wade Arnold 

Director: Edwin Dunham 

Writer: Lou Hazam 

30 Mins., Sat., 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from New York 

“The People Act” is a new 13- 
week sequence on the “Living— 
1950” series. Presented by NBC 
in cooperation with the Tw entieth 
Century Fund, it is designed to 
show through on-the-spot reports 
how various communities have 
banded together to solve social! and 
economic problems. First show 
told, via narration by Ben Grauer 
and spot interviews taped bs 
Elmore McKee, how the small 
backwoods community of Bat 
Cave, N. C., provided itself with 
a hospital. 

Program drew the picture of 
how the community _ suffered 
through lack of medical care until 
Dr. George Bond came to practice 
in it. From there on, it pointed 
up the need for the hospital, and 
then told how the community 
banded together to build it and the 
benefits derived. 


Show ended by tracing, through 


statistics, the trend of doetors over 
the past 50 years towards urban 
and away from rural areas It 
pointed up the need for more 
medical care in the sections that 


need it most. 

Format was extremely effective 
McKee got people to relate anec- 
dotes of what happened to the ill 


before and after the building of 
the hospital. The very people who 
built the building and raised the 
money to buy and equip it de- 
scribed their own effort. Every 
bit of the show smacked otf au- 
thenticity. In a couple of cases, 
however, the interviews repeated 
themselves and could have been 


judiciously cut. 

McKee’s field reporting was ex- 
cellent, and Lou Hazam’s scripting 
job was smooth and coherent. 
Grauer was effective as narrator. 
And it’s to NBC's credit that the 
people interviewed sounded nat- 
ural and real and the whoie show 
seemed authoritative. 

Program made _ good listening 
and was excellent as a public serv- 
ice segment. The only fault lies 
in the hour NBC has alloted it. 
Saturday night is not one in which 
the American public is happy to 


hear about problems. It would 
gain a wider and more appreciate 
tine audienc in some other time 
segment. Chan. 


BOWLING TIME VARIETIES 
With Walt Sheahan, others 

30 Mins.; Sun.-thru-Sat., 11 p.m. 
TEN PIN LOUNGE 

WROW, Albany 


Program, originating in the Co-- 


hoes Bowling Center cocktail 
lounge, is a mildly palatable 
melange of interviews, entertain- 
ment and commercials Walt 
Sheehan calls up women from the 
audience for talk sessions, does a 
bit of Irish singing and presents 
the spot’s featured artist, as weil 
as occasional guests. Dorothy 
Feurlette, vocalist-pianist (hold- 
over) tooks spots on several broad- 
casts heard. The Ever Sharps. 
Cohoes barbershop quartet, worked 
on a Monday block. 

Show unfolds leisurely. Its gen- 
eral listening appeal is not great— 
especially when interviewees are on 
the mike — but promotion payoff 
presumably is sufficient. Sheehan. 
flashing a genial personality and 
engaging chuckle, clicks in the ex- 
changes. Occasionally, he be- 
comes a_ shade too ingratiating. 

Half-hour runs overboard on ad- 
vertising. Plugs for Center are 
supplemented by tabs for a tele- 
vision shop and a florist. Jaco. 


SANTA CLAUS & BONDIE 
With Glen Walrath, Gary Barrett 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 5:15 p.m. 
BOND BREAD 
WPTR, Albany 
Santa Claus program has a dif- 
ferent angle, in the appearance of 
Gary Barrett, 10-year-old son of 
Ellis Barrett, WPTR announcer, 
and Edith Barrett, conductor of 
“The Story Lady,” religious pro- 
gram on station. Moppet teams 
with Glen Walrath, supervisor of 
program operations. It is the sec- 
ond year they have paired under 
baking company sponsorship. 
Format is the conventional read- 
ing of present-request letters, with 
comments and admonitions by 
Saint Nick, aided by “Bondie.” 
Broadcasts are pictured as coming 
from the North Pole. Walrath 
makes a convincing Santa. Both 
he and the youngster fluffed on 
©ne show caught; on the next they 
were considerably surer. Master 
er comes through as an in- 
melthe' likeable boy. He should 
huckster a asKed nor permitted to 
adult's assi ee — that is — 
Store. oat ugging anc 
&mercha tieup are in- 
Jaco. 


ndising 
ty Presented. 


| 
| 


cials well. 


JAZZ GOES TO COLLEGE 

With Marshall Stearns 

Writer: Stearns 

25 Mins.; Sun., 4:35 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, N. Y. 
Marshall Stearns, who is profes- 

soring a course on jazz at New 

York University, is presenting the 

substance of his classroom studies 


| 


in this weekly show. As such, 
stanza comes under the heading 
of adult education in the most 


important area of America’s popu- 
lar culture—jazz music. A savant 
without being a pedant, Stearns ap- 
proached his subject with a stimu- 
lating enthusiasm which makes his 
scholarship in this field wholly 
palatable to the average dialer. 
Stearns keyed his opening show 
10) to the two predominant quali- 
ties in jazz—rhythm and expres- 
siveness. He illustrated his points 
via disks with a series of con- 
trasts between Jose Iturbi and a 
jazz pianist such as Pine Top 
Smith playing a boogie woogie 
number. It was a striking con- 
firmation of his thesis that jazz 
has an intricate beat that cannot 
be imitated by polished longhair 
instrumentalists. This point was 
driven home in a comparison be- 
tween the rendition of a religious 
tune by John Charles Thomas and 
gospel singer Mahalia Jackson 
Stearns also traced origin of 
jazz back to the African tribal 
rhythms and, once again, utilized 
his disk collection to buttress his 
speculations. At one point, he 
challenged his listeners to dis- 
tinguish between a primitive chant 
and a southern revivalist meeting. 
The whole show, in fact, was 
framed in a fascinating series of 
contrasts and comparisons which 
made this session a highly inter- 
esting. as well as_ informative 
foray below the surface of jazz 
music. Herm 


LEONARD FEATHER SHOW 
Writer: Feather 
60 Mins.; Sat., 4 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 
Leonard Feather, jazz critic and 


composer who formerly had a 
show over WMGM, N. Y.. before 
an auto accident bedded him for 


almost a year, has returned to the 


airlanes with a_ solid 60-minute 
disk session, Feather is not only 
one of the more knowledgeable 
students of jazz, but he parlayvs 


good showmanship and good taste 
into a show that should have ap- 
peal beyond hepcat circles. 
Feather’s cool manner, moreover 
contrasts favorably with the usual 
run of pop disk commentators. 
Opening stanza (9) was neatly 
framed around the central theme 


of the use of strings in jazz 
comhos. Tracing the fiddle fad 
back to the mid 1930's, Feather 


ran through an excellent series of 
disks which opened with Artie 
Shaw’s old string group to the con- 
temporary Charlie Parker outfit. 
While his commen were inter- 
esting, Feather kept the platters 
well to the forefront where they 
belonged. Feather played several 
collectors’ items, including disks 
by Benny Goodman, Stuff Smith, 
Oscar Pettiford, Billy Holiday. 
Charlie Parker and Harry Carney. 
Herm. 


] 
| JOHNNY DESMOND GOES TO) 


COLLEGE , 
With Doris Drew, Four Vagabonds, 
George Barnes Octet, Rex 


Maupin and orch, Don Ward 
Producer: Louis Perkins 
Writer: Bill Daley 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m, 


Sustaining ; 
ABC, from Chicago 
Nothing unusual or startling 


occurs on this half-hour sustainer, 
which adheres to the well-worn 
musie and chatter format. How- 
ever. it’s well-turned production- 
wise and benefits from some sturdy 


talent. to add up to easy-to-take 
listening. Major asset is Johnny 
Desmond, whose smooth baritone 
gives the show a _ needed plus 
value. 

College motif is the sketchy 


theme threading together the var- 
ous ditties. On show caught (4) the 
salute was directed at West Point, 
including hat-tipping at the Mili- 
tary Academy and the Warner pic 
ot the same name. Desmond, 
besides pleasantly emceeing the 
affair with an assist from Don 
Ward. did a standout job singing 
“Back In Your Own Backyard” 
and “Old Black Magic.” 

Distaff chirping by Doris Drew 
was also first-rate. Thrush expert- 
lv sold “Lovelight In Your Eyes’ 
and “Pennies From Heaven.” Nice 
change of pace was offered by the 
Vagabonds, vocal quartet, who 
supplied a good bounce to “Bugle 
Call Rag.” George Barnes and his 
octet provided a solid treatment 
of “If I Had You.” Backing by 
Rex Maupin and house band was 
oKay. 

Chatter material, especially the 
attempts at comedy, failed to live 
up to the musical portions of the 
stanza. Dave. 


MATINEE ENTERTAINMENT 
With Forrest Willis, Others 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 P.M. 
CHEVROLET DEALERS 
WTRY, Troy 

Transcribed music, news and in- 
terviews comprise a moderately 


listenable program’ by Forrest 
Willis, featured for years’ on 
WOKO and now airing from the 


DeWitt Clinton hotel in Albany via 
WTRY. Characteristic of the inter- 


views is the emphasis placed on 
the public service phase of radio. 
On the last shot heard (8), he 


talked about Christmas Seals with 
a man whose wife and 18-year-old 
daughter have been in a local 
sanatorium for tuberculosis three 


years and whose 17-year-old 
daughter has been discharged 


after treatment for the disease. No 
script was used and impact of his 
remarks went deeper because of it. 
Willis’ interviews cover a wide 
range of activities, causes and 
personalities; their interest to in- 
dividual dialers naturally is not 
always high. He knows the section 
and its people as few mikers here- 
abouts do. Live part of advertis- 
ing is handled by Willis—there is 
a plattered segment, too. Jaco. 
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VISITIN 
Charley Ackerson, Harmon Bros., 
Peggy Bowers, Owen Bradley, 
The Farmhands, Morton Merry- 
makers, Pa and Ma Dibly, Slim 

Willis 
30 Mins., Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
MORTON - SALT CO, 

WOAT, San Antonio 

This is another rural opus which 
promises to become a Saturday 
night listening habit. The airing, 
over America’s greatest rural net- 
work each week, contains plenty of 
varied music, fun and down-to- 
earth humor. 

Headlining the program is 
Charley Ackerson, a genial m.c 
whose voice and personality re- 
minds one of “Singin Sam.” 
Ackerson keeps the show moving 
along at a smart pace and is heard 
in several solo spots with the or- 
chestra and in a duet with Peggy 
Bowers. He also acts as straight 
man for the comedy of Slim Willis. 

The Harmon Bros. are singers 
of spirituals who have been re- 
cording for J} ecca as the Jordan- 
aires. Miss Bowers, the female 
vocalist, has a pleasing voice and 
can sell a song well, especially the 
old favorites. 

Comedy is supplied by Willis 
und Pa and Ma Dibly. Willis is 
also heard playing the guitar with 
the orchestra. Pa and Ma Dibly 
discuss their everyday problems in 
a humorous manner. Both are on 
brief enough for their bits to add 
brightness to the show. 

Art Devine handles the commer- 
Brief and to the point. 
they are primarily aimed at rural! 
listeners. Show is well produced 
is aimed at the right audience, 
with the right kind of music and 
entertainment for best results. 

Andy. | 


TIME 


NBC's “Big Show” Sunday (10) 
wrapped up an enertaining pack- 
age, although one of its touted fea- 
tures didn’t quite jell. That was 
the dramatization of an F. Scott 
Fitzgerald short story starring fem- 
cee Tallulah Bankhead and Charles 
Boyer. It leaned a little too heav- 
ily on the histrionics. However, 
it was followed by a parody ably 
and amusingly done by Imogene 
Coca and Jimmy Durante satirizing 
the Boyer-Bankhead trademarks. 


Miss Coca, Sid Caesar’s partner 
on NBC-TV’s “Your Show of 
Shows,” kidded both AM and TV. 
Stint was given the angling of her 
describing the visual action to her 
video-minded mother. Her com- 
ments, interrupting the others and 
tipping what was actually taking 
place in the theatre, made an en- 
tertaining running gag. Durante’s 
comedics, including his “Well 
Dressed Man” tune, were neat, 
particularly some repartee with 
Clifton Webb. 

Webb and Tallu traded some 
verbal punches, with the former 
talking down radio in favor of pix 
and the latter defending radio and 
depreciating Webb's 
work, with good laugh payoffs all 
around. 

In the musical sphere, Meredith 
Willson orch provided good back- 
ing and Mindy Carson clicked with 
“Bushel and a Peck” and _ folk- 
singer Eddy Arnold did his “Love 
Bug Itch” vocal which has sold 
300.000 disks. Joe Bushkin offer- 
ed some neat jazz pianistics in his 
“Portrait of Ballulah.” “Big Show,” 
on the basis of a five-week ap- 
praisal. is still bigleague on any- 
body's kilocycles. 


Hollywood | 


CLYDE BEATTY SHOW 
With: Eric Snowden, Tim Graham, 


| Byron Kane, Eve McVeagh, Vie | 


|_ Perrin; Larry Thor, announcer 
Producer: Shirley Thomas 

| Writer: Don Thompson 

| 30 Mins. Mon.-Wed.-Fri.; 5:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 

Mutual, from Hollywood 

| Another in Mutual's late after- 
noon adventure series “The Clyde 
Beatty Show” generates enough 
excitement to please the Younger 
element. Program follows a pat 
formula, developing tight situations 
and then twisting out of them. 
Dramatizations are based on incl- 
dents in the life of animal trainer 
Clyde Beatty. with title character 
narrating and participating in the 
yarns 

* Initial broadeast Monday (11) 
was localled in Africa and dealt 
with an elephant hunt. The jungle 
terrain and the difficulties of mov- 
ing about in a territory dominated 
by wild natives and animals gave 
story added punch. A lesson to 
the kiddies in the value of be- 
friending people was interjected 
into the script effectively. In ad- 
dition there were some good dra- 





matic moments, such as Beatty 
and his wite almost getting 


trampled to death by a stampede 
of wild elephants. 

Cast performed convincingly, 
with Shirley Thomas providing a 
solid production background 


Gros. 


CARE-HANUKKAH SHOW 
With Jack Benny, Gertrude Berg, 

Quentin Reynolds, others 
Writer-Producer: Peggy Holt 
15 Mins., Dec. 5; 9:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from N. Y. 

Tying in with the Jewish Hanuk- 
kah celebration, which teed off 
Dec. 5, the CARE-Israel Commit- 
itee in cooperation with ABC pre- 
sented a special 15-minute tran- 


i scribed show on that day designed 


essentially to draw contributions 
for food packages to be sent to the 
needy in Israel. In asking for coin 
donations program offered an ab- 
breviated, but significant, account 
of the holiday’s derivation. The 
somberness, and, at the same time, 
gaiety of the occasion were effec- 
tively highlighted. 

Quentin Reynolds, chairman of 
the CARE committee, conducted 
the show with valuable assists 
from Jack Benny and Gertrude 
Berg. Latter appeared in a sketch 
depicting a Hanukkah celebration 
by “The Goldbergs” and friends. 
Skit, also written by the actress, 
pointed up the joyousness of the 
holiday. Benny, switching from his 
usual comic character, acted as his- 
torian, citing the background of 
Hanukkah, with Reynolds inter- 
jecting questions and remarks to 
strengthen the commentary. 

Contributions, resulting from the 
program, as of yesterday (Tues.), 


totalled about $2.000, with a grand. 


total of near $5,000 expected. 
Gros. 


COFFEE CLUB 
With Ned Trudeau, Toni Brady 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 8:30 a.m. 
Participating 
WABY, Albany 

Program is leisurely paced for 
the hour of day. It features tran- 
scribed music, interspersed with 
human interest-humorous news 
items, and chatter. Ned Trudeau 
did the block solo for sometime. 
Tempo and type of platters would 
indicate that show is aimed at 
older listeners, or that the con- 
ductors believe dialers do not like 
a fast clip while preparing to leave 
for work. 

Trudeau is a friendly, down-to- 
earth chap, with a voice and a 
style that are unorthodox. He in- 


clines to flatness and over-punch- | 


ing, but comes through fairly well 
nevertheless. Toni Brady wisely 


modulates, and her voice is basical- | 


ly pleasing. 

Time checks, weather reports 
and spot announcements round out 
the half-hour, Jaco. 


NBC News Piped in To 





RCA Exhibition Hall, N.Y. 


Because of the intensified pub- 
lic interest in news broadcasts oc- 
casioned by the current world 
icrisis, the RCA Exhibition Hall in 
Radio City, N. Y., chis week began 
airing regular NBC newscasts via 
its loudspeaker’ system. Hall's 
execs hope to get workers in the 
area, as well as Christmas shop- 
pers, to make a habit of stopping 
,in daily for the news reports. 

Hall will carry George Hicks’ 
“World Report” at 1:30 p.m., NBC's 
6 p.m. rou. dup and Morgan 
Beatty's “News of the World” at 
7:30 p.m., as well as a 6 p.m, net- 
work news show Saturdays. Speak- 
ers until now have been used to 
pipe in NBC Symphony broadcasts 
and the web’s Sunday night “Big 


Show” for the benefit of the visit- | 


ting public. 


| 


| 









AM-TV Baseball 


== Continued from page 1 


'WMGM broadcasts with Schaefer 
| beer, may cancel out. Backer feels 
‘with tele cutting into AM audi- 
ences a hike isn’t warranted. 

With several million dollars in 
television and radio contracts ale 
ready signed for 1951, officials of 
baseball's major leagues are un- 
able to offer any immediate agree- 
ment to mounting demands before 
their annual winter meeting here 
to curb telecasts and unlimited 
broadcasts that are held responsi- 
ble for an attendance drop in 1950 
of more than 8,000,000. 

The demands for boxoffice re- 
lief are being pleaded by spokesmen 
for the minor leagues whose 1950 


losses approached the _ 8,000,000 
total. The minor leagues at the 
convention of the National Associ- 
ation of Professional Baseball 


Leagues here last week, came to 
the unhappy conclusion that only 
through individual action of Amer- 
ican and National League clubs 
could TV and radio network broad- 
sts be limited The association 
tabled a demand for an outright 
TV-radio ban. 


casts 


George Trautman, National As- 
sociation president. appeared be- 
fore the major leagues’ joint meet- 
ing vesterday (Mon.) to urge a 
three-point program of relief: 

1. That major league clubs in- 
dividually curtail their own major 
league networks. 

2. That the majors give better 
supervision to the conduct of their 
broadcasting outlets, with a view 
to halting broadcasts into minor 
league towns when minor league 
games are being staged. 

3. That the majors limit their 
TV outlets to their home territory. 
TV Limits Seen Answer 

The request to limit TV seems 
most likely to be put into effect, 
but again on an individual club 
basis. 


Trautman told his association's 
convention ‘there is evidence of a 
sympathetic attitude to our prob- 
lem by the big league representa- 
tives.” He made this statement 
following a conference with Base- 
ball Commission A. B. “Happy” 
Chandler; William Harridge, presi- 
dent of the American League, and 
a representative of Ford Frick, Na- 
tional League president. Traut- 
man’s appearance before the ma- 
jors’ joint meeting was assured at 
this conference. 

The National Association presi- 
dent. however, approached the 
major league meeting with _the 
knowledge that any curb -0n tele- 
_casts and broadcasts that blanket- 
| ed the nation in 1950 must be con- 
sidered with the attitude of the 
Departinent of Justice in mind. 
Prior to the 1950 season, the D. of J. 
virtually ordered the big leagues 
to give permission for their games 
to be broadcast all over the nation, 
backing the order with the threat 
of declaring baseball a monopoly. 

Prior to the minors’ meeting, 
Trautman went personally’ to 
Washington to seek the depart- 
ment’s counsel. He was told, he 
said, that “the Department of Jus- 
tice will not interfere as long as 
their is no collusion. This must 
be a matter settled by the major 
league clubs individually and not 
by the league.” 

On the eve of the major league 
meetings, the St. Louis Cardinal 
and Brooklyn Dodger’ organiza- 
tions announced they would aban- 
don netwWork broadcasts of their 
major league club games in 1951. 
Fred Saigh, Cardinal president, is 
an outspoken foe of uncontrolled 
TV and network broadcasts, as is 
William DeWitt. St. Louis Browns’ 
head. Also critical is Billy Evans, 
Detroit general manager. 

Earlier, the Boston’ Braves 
slashed their 1951 TV program by 
one-fourth. 

No Affect on ‘Game of Day’ 

Unaffected in Trautman’s criti- 
cism of major league broadcasts is 
the “game of the day” airings that, 
he said. do not blanket the minors 
as do the clubs’ own networks. 

These unlimited broadcasts, the 
National Association convention 
brought out, went so far as to pipe 
four major league games in one 
day into a Class C Sunset League 
city in the Greater Los Angeles 
area already suffering from Pacific 
Coast League TV. In his annual 
report that pinned the blame for 
decreased minor league attendance 
on unrestricted broadcasts and 
_telecasts, Trautman pointed out 
that more than 2.000 stations to- 
cated from coast to coast partici- 
pated in radio or TV airings of 
major league games. 
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« A-B-C-D’s of Television Comedy + 


Continued from page 1 <> 





that his radio stock-company troupe can 
be as sock in video as in AM, is still in- 
volved in a snarl on format length, with 
his second TV entry, scheduled for last 
Sunday (9), suddenly called off. ate 

Cantor, excited over the potentialities of 
the medium, wants to go to 30 minutes on 
an alternate-week basis. His ideas on 
how the TV industry can parlay the top 
shows for film theatre distribution to re- 
solve video’s economic stalemate are food 
for thought for the behind-the-seenes TV 
impresarios, who are finding it tough to 
mateh the financial credits w ith the 
debits. F 

In exclusive interviews with VARIETY, 
here's how the A-B-C-D “primer boys” 
view the TV horizons: 


FRED ALLEN 


Although he checks off his Sunday night 
Colgate show after the Dec. 17 perform- 
ance because of high blood-pressure, with 
medicos ordering him to take a rest, Allen 
csavs he’s not through with television—but 
“I'm through with this kind of television.” 

By “this kind,” he refers to one-hour 
chows (‘which are not for me”); to the 
present disorganized setup where, in re- 
ality, you’re playing to three audiences— 
the one in front, the one at home and all 
the variegated elements that comprise the 
production-technical crews, and to a make- 
shift TV era where dialog, the essential 
component of an Allen show, counts for 
little. 

In radio, says Allen, once you mastered 
vour script, you had your show licked. In 
TV, mastering vour script is only the 
start. You've got to memorize it in five 
davs; you've got to alert yourself to 16 
other people waiting to be cued. You 
have to worry about synchronizing your 
cameramen and all the other elements, so 
that everything dovetails. And all your 
people have to be just right. 

And it’s not easy, says Allen, for some- 
one who last appeared on the stage 18 
vears ago. You win acclaim in radio as 
a great comic; it’s probably natural that 
they expect great things from you, re- 
gardless of the difficulties in making the 
transition. 

But Allen isn’t sorry for the weeks of 
experimentation. Only next time, he 
says, he wants a half-hour format (‘‘about 
every other week would be just right’), 
but one that will provide a suitable frame- 
work for the Allenizations and for a satir- 
ization of our times. He foresees the day 
when the revue-type formula now in 
vogue “iff pass its peak and dialog will 
come back into its own. 

Allen said he initially suggested to NBC 
that he be permitted to do such a half- 
hour show: to erect a village street scene 
through which he could wander aimlessly, 
encounter people and do a running com- 
mentary in his time-honored style. But 
NBC, he said, would have none of it; in- 
sisted on hewing to the revue pattern. 

Allen says there are a lot of corrective 
measures video must take. He doesn't 
have the answers. But he and his wife, 
Portland Hoffa, are going to Florida for 
a long rest. When he returns he'll get a 
checkup from his medico in Boston. And 
if he gets an okay, he'll return to the TV 
scene—but in the type of show he feels 
Will be a natural for him. 


JACK BENNY 


Benny is sold on TV. And on the basis 
of his own appraisal (after dissecting a 
kine of his initial video show), plus a 
cross-section of critical and lay opinion, 
he feels that he’s got the answers that will 
sell him as a video personality to the 
millions of Benny followers. 

To the captious few among the critical 
fraternity who took a swipe at Benny for 
hewing to an old, established radio form- 
ula, Benny brushes them aside with the 
observation: “You can’t win with these 
people, anyhow. These are the same ones 
who did raving handsprings—and justi- 
fiably so—over the Burns and Allen show, 
because B & A returned to their surefire 
routines of the old Palace vaude days. 
And now they turn around and censure 
me for doing the same thing.” 

By and large, however, the general pub- 
lic acceptance of Benny's initial TVer has 
convinced the comic that he’s got the 
formula for the sight-and-sound medium; 
that the re-adaptation of his standard ra- 
dio bits ‘the Kitzels, the inevitable play 
on the Benny stinginess, the violin bits, 
the application of the same leisurely pace 
as applies to the AM stanza, but always 
with the accent on visual values)—these, 
in the opinion of Benny, can fill a much- 
needed gap in the video spectrum that’s so 
surfeited with extravaganzas that they 
tend to become monotonous. 

Benny sounded off on TV after scan- 
ning the kine of his show. Far from be- 
ing nervous, he said, he went before the 
cameras with a self-confidence born of an 
awareness that he’s got a pre-tested, sure- 
fire formula, some of the best writers in 
the business, a stock company of per- 
formers who have already endeared them- 
selves to millions, and the kind of show 
biz background that’s so generic to TV. 

Benny is all for keeping the 45-minute 
format, since he feels the whole pattern 
of his show is rooted in its leisure quality, 
the initial Benny warmup, the ability to 
play along for several pages in developing 
the characterizations and building up to 
the laugh payoff (“You don’t have to get 
"em screaming every minute, not on my 
type of show’’), plus, of course, the time 
for the necessary ad libbing. On the other 
hand, he thinks an hour is too long (‘the 
first thing you know you're winding up 
with a ballet. And who needs a ballet?’’) 

Both CBS and Benny’s sponsor, Lucky 
Strike, think he can evolve the Benny TV 
pattern within the half-hour framework. 
Benny himself doesn’t feel that way. 

(The conflicting sentiment over a half- 
hour program, plus inability of CBS to 
clear sufficient stations to meet require- 
ments of Lucky Strike, resulted in the 
comic “sitting out” his scheduled Dec. 9 
second show, in the 7:30 to 8 Sunday 
time usually occupied by Lucky Strikes’ 
“This Is Show Business.” ; 

Benny, for example, was shooting for a 
pace on his initial show that would have 
allowed time for the cameras to pan on 
the audience ‘as he finaled with his fid- 
dling) until the last person had drifted 
out. “Or maybe just one stays. After all, 
I’m entitled to one fan.” That's what he 
means by leisurely pacing. “But I'm go- 
ing to do that bit again. And the next 
time we'll go through with it. But how 


o” 


can you in a half-hour show? 


EDDIE CANTOR 


Eddie Cantor is so sold on TV that he’s 
dropping all other show biz activity to 
concentrate on the medium. He recently 
wound up his swing of one-night concerts 
and “now it’s New York, the hub of TV 
activity, from here on.” 


Cantor sees video as preempting all 
prior show phases—and that goes for ra- 
dio, vaudeville, Broadway musicals or pic- 
tures. The impact on audience is tremen- 
dous, he feels, and even within the frame- 
work of his comedics he sees it as the 
medium that will have a tremendous so- 
cial force on the nation’s viewers. 

“Take ‘Maxie the Taxi,’ for example,” 
says Cantor. ‘He’s making it a perma- 
nent fixture on the program to alternate 
with other real-life vignettes he’s now 
working on.) “That initial episode literally 
brought about a petition of protest from 
the taxi drivers of America. They all felt 
I was a jerk in creating the impression 
that all cabdrivers are tip-hungry. I know, 
because every cabdriver I've hailed since 
has told me so. But in the second epi- 
sode, I apparently restored the cabdriver 
to onetime dignity. They feel now that 
I’ve made them warm and with an ap- 
preciation of what America means. That’s 
important, especially when you can par- 
lay that with something that’s strictly 
television.” 

The fact that Cantor could get off a 
plane the next morning in Birmingham 
or Detroit or Minneapolis—as has hap- 
pened—and have the gateman literally 
throw his arms around him with a “H'ya, 
Maxie,” convinced the comic that the im- 
pact of video on the American mind 
transcends anything that has gone before 
in any sphere of show biz. 

Cantor, too. is reconciled to the long 
haul ahead, and how exhausting is TV on 
the performer. Tackling the new medium 
approximates the same satisfactions, the 
Same “‘first-night” anticipation and anxie- 
ties as his onetime ‘Ziegfeld Follies” 
openings. “But once we opened in the 
‘Follies’ we had nothing to worry about 
for a year. Now we do a show and start 
right in worrying all over again about the 
next one. If that doesn’t take something 
out of you, nothing does.” 

Eventually Cantor see a separation of 
the chaff from the wheat, the elimination 
of the weaker complements that must of 
necessity creep into a new medium as part 
of its growing pains. But the competitive 
situation will get so tough, he feels, that 
only the best will survive. 

Eventually Cantor envisions for him- 


‘self a half-hour format on an every-other- 


week basis. 

It’s Cantor's conviction that the TV 
moguls haven't begun to tap the medium’s 
resources on revenue. For example, he 
envisions a major film production for 
world-wide theatre distributiemebased on 
excerpts of the best of several top TV 
comedy shows. “And you bring it in for 
the price of filming the shows (with sub- 
sequent editing) while they're being tele- 
cast.” 

It’s the warm. human equations that will 
pay off, in Cantor's estimation. The 
“Maxie” business, the laundromat pin- 
pointing of human femme frailities— 
these are the bits, rather than digging into 
the trunks for old songs and dated ma- 
terial, that Cantor is shooting for. Give 
the show “heart,” he says, (and that’s 
why Durante is so boff in television, be- 
cause everybody wants to throw his arms 
around him) “and you're in.” 


JIMMY DURANTE 


To Jimmy Durante, “TV is a dilem- 
mia.” The Schnoz, who scored the No. 1 
resounding smash among the show biz 
vets to embrace the medium, is seriously 
concerned over not only the entertain- 
ment patterns that must eventually 
evolve, but the economic ones as well, 
since he and other top personalities have 
such a vital stake in it. Of one thing he’s 
convinced: “That box” (his reference to 
a tele set) “is the most amazing thing to 
hit show business; nobody can afford to 
stay out of it; its impact tops anything 
that has gone before it; it has an intimacy 
far beyond anything realized in pictures.” 
(‘When a porter the day after his preem 
walks up to him and says how terrific 
he was, that, to Durante, is the ultimate 
in payoff.) 

But even in the face of the unprece- 
dented raves that accompanied his TV 
premiere, the Schnoz has a lot of doubts. 
“Where does everybody go from here,” he 
asks. To cite his own case: he would like 
to do three shows, four at the most, and 
scram back to the Coast. One-a-month on 
a continuing basis would be murder, he 
contends. Not only from the standpoint 
of TV’s drain on material (and the Schnoz 
concedes that if he had to start fresh each 
month his type of show would absorb his 
routines at too fast a clip), but the nerv- 
ous energies expended, the physical wear 
and tear, all attest to the fact that sooner 
or later TV will have to formulate some 
programming pattern or modus operandi 
that will permit the top comics to stay 
with it on a less-exhaustive basis. 

The Durante ‘dilem-mia”’ also encom- 
passes some financial angles. The neces- 
sity of hanging around New York, he es- 
timates, will cost him about $10.000 be- 
tween shows. He'd like to go into the 
Copacabana nitery, N. Y., in December, 
but even that’s ruled out because of the 
time-consuming factors attending a major 
TV production, particularly during the 
concentrated week-before-show period. He 
blames this partially on the lack of a 
proper working arrangement within the 
network, among technicians and auxiliary 
crews in carrying through on a show's 
blueprint. No set patterns in whipping 
together a show (as exist, for example, in 
films) have yet been formulated, he feels. 

Durante champions filmed shows from 
the Coast; trom his standpoint he sees it 
as the most practical approach. He'd 
like to do about two or three TV films a 
year, which could circuit stations around 
the country on a distribution setup paral- 
leling pix. But he recognizes that it 
doesn't solve the problem of the networks; 
the need to program every night, seven 
nights a week. He admits he doesn’t have 
any of the answers. All he knows right 
now is that he can’t do a TV show every 
month of the year. 

The Schnoz is practically dazed over the 
economics attending TV. How many spon- 
sors, he reasons, will be able to afford 
the rates, the production costs and the 
salaries performers will command in the 
days of coast-to-coast video now that the 


Television Authority has gotten around 
to establishing scales? 








WPIX Alerts Self To 
N.Y. City Educators In 
Opening Time, Facilities 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX will 
tart its liaison work with the N. Y. 
City Board of Education as soon as 
the city’s educators decide how 
they want to use the station. ac- 
cording to station manager G. Bar- 
nett Larson. He revealed his offer 
to make a part of WPIX’s time and 


facilities available to the city gov- | 


ernment daily for the first time 
last Friday (8) at the Television 
Broadcasters Assn.’s clinic in N. Y. 

Larson told Variety this week 
that the station naturally does not 
Pan to charge the city for the 
time and also that it would be im- 
possible to sell to sponsors any 
educational show tied in with class- 
room work, But, he said, “we con- 
sider such a publie service move 


én obligation we must perform in | 


the way of balanced programming.” 
He noted, moreover, that the tie- 
in “won't keep us from making 
money” since the shows can build 
mere of an audience for the sta- 
tion. WPIX benefited in that way, 


he said, from the mayor's series, | 


‘itled “At the Mayor's Desk.” 
Larson said he is now waiting 
(Continued on page 50) 


‘Black Cat’ Lucky TV 


(Omen for Ford Dealers 


“Tales of the Black Cat,” series 
backed as a four-week special cam- 
paign for the Ford Dealers of met- 
ropolitan New York, has been ex- 
tended by the automotive bankroll- 





| 
| 


ers for a full 13-week cycle on | 


WCBS-TV, N. Y. 


Move points up the value of the | 


in-and-out campaigns, which fre- 


quently turn up properties that) 


| prove worthy of longer-term spon- 
sorship. “Black Cat” features Jim- 
my Monks in supernatural stories. 





‘Brown to Sponsor ‘Acting’ 


As McConnell Alternate 
Chicago, Dee. 12. 


the “Smilin’ Ed McConnell” show 
on alternate Saturdays from 5:30 
to 6 p.m. (CT), wil bankroll “Say 
It With Acting” in the same period 
every other week. Brown picks up 
the Maggi McNellis and Bud Col- 
lier show Jan. 6. 

Deal, through Leo Burnett agen- 
cy, calls for 18 interconnected and 


fthree non-interconnected stations. 





Brown Shoe Co., which sponsors 


Sunder’s TV Wings 


Max Liebman, who spark- 
plugged NBC-TV’s recent ac- 
quisition of four new crane 
cameras, used one himself for 
the first time Saturday night 
‘9) for his “Show of Shows.” 
Cameraman riding the crane 
can be wafted through the air 
more than nine feet above the 
stage, and can travel in a com- 
plete circle. 

After watching cameraman 
Jim Sunder, who was riding 
the crane, during rehearsal 
‘Saturday afternoon, Liebman 
called a five-minute break to 
make a formal presentation 
speech. Lining up the cast and 
crew, he declared: “On behalf 
of NBC and ‘Your Show of 
Shows,’ Jim Sunder please step 
up and receive your wings.” 
He then pinned a pair of Army 
fiver’s. wings on the camera- 
man’s chest. 








El Paso—Roderick Broadcasting 
Co. has applied to the FCC for a 
new television outlet to be built 
here. Outlet would operate on 
channel 4. Estimated construc- 
tion cost is set at $278,561, and 
estimated yearly revenue said to 


ibe $96.000. 


SEALTEST BUYS CBS 
‘BIG TOP’ TV CIRCUS 


National Dairy Products Corp. 
this week bought CBS-TV’s “Big 
Top” to plug its Sealtest products, 


with sponsorship scheduled to start | 


Jan. 27. Show has been aired on 
a sustaining basis early Saturday 
evenings but will move into the 
noon to 1 p.m. Saturday spot when 
the bankroller takes over. N. W. 
Ayer is the agency, 

Program originates in a Camden, 


N. J. auditorium and is fed to the! 


CBS video web by WCAU-TV., 
Philadelphia. Title is to be changed 
to the “Sealtest Big Top,” with 
the sponsor setting it on 46 inter- 
connected outlets. Sealtest will con- 
tinue its twice-weekly sponsorship 
of NBC-TV’s “Kukla, Fran and 
Ollie.” 


Lewin Exits Weintraub 


Chuck Lewin, producer for the 
Weintraub agency on NBC-TV's 
“Broadway Open House,” ankled 
ihe agency last Friday (8) over 
policy differences with Weintraub 
execs, 

“Open House” is sponsored by 
Anchor-Hocking Glass, a Wein- 
}traub account. 





| 
| 


NBC Dropping 
Nielsen on TV 


NBC is checking out of the 
Nielsen television service and is 
staking its future TV claim in the 
American Research Bureau. This 
is the outfit run by an ex-NBC 
man, James Seiler. 


Nielsen is currently in Europe, 
but prior to going overseas he ini- 
tiated overtures with the webs 
toward hiking his rates. NBC for 
one. couldn't see the move as jus- 
tified and decided to call it quits. 


Schenley’s TV Strip 


Schenley has picked up the tab 
for a five-minute cross-the-board 
strip, 7-7:05 p.m., on the ABC-TV 
web, starting Monday (18). Show 
will be a Music Corp. of America 
package and has not yet been set, 
although Celeste Holm has been 
among the talent discussed. 

Two wine products, Cook’s cham- 
pagne and Dubonnet, will be 
i plugged. Agency is Biow. 
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, KEA 
f Portland, Ore. 


, Advertisers who hit the Oregon Trail are headed for a gold 
mine in sales increases! Oregon is the nation’s fastest-growing 
etate.. and KEX is Oregon’s only 50,000-watt station. 

The KEX BMB area also includes eight counties in Washington, 
to cover the heart of the Pacific Northwest market. 














Hg a representative test market pick 
s half urban, half rural, and highly 


. England, 
ticut. 


wiod since WBZ-TV introduced television 

nd, Boston has hurdled into the select group of 
top five TV markets. More than 120 sponsors 
dvantage of WBZ-TV’s pre-eminence in this field. 
TV to help, your products can really sell on sight! 


KYW 
Philadelphia 


It’s no accident that Uncle Sam located a Government mint 
just a few blocks from the KYW studios. The 6 million people 
in KYW’s BMB area have an effective buying income that ee 
tops 8 billion dollars! Advertisers find that 50,000-watt KYW es 

is the sure path to this gorgeous hunk of purchasing power! 
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PIONEER 
BROADCASTER! 























Phas had our business birth in the now dim and distant year 1932, we 
of Free & Peters rightly feel a certain satisfaction known only to veterans 
and pioneers ... to those who have helped build the machinery and formu- 


late the traditions by which a whole industry now lives. 


But now, on KDKA’s thirtieth birthday, we of F&P and all the stations we 
represent doff our hats to the pioneer pioneer—to a station and an organi- 
zation of many stations that have guided the progress not only of the radio 
and television industry, but of a whole new phase of American merchandising 


and hence of the modern American way of life.... 


To KDKA, to- Westinghouse, and to all the men and women who have made 
this thirtieth birthday possible, we send our heartiest congratulations, and our 


warmest good wishes for the wext thirty years... « 











REE & U ETERS 


Pioneer Radio and Television Station Representatives 


New York 
Ft. Worth 


Chicago Detroit 


Atlanta Hollywood 


San Francisco 





RADIO 
Boston-Springfield WBZ-WBZA 
Buffalo WGR 
New York WMCA 
Philadelphia KYW 
Pittsburgh KDKA 
Syracuse WFBL 
Charleston, S. C. WCSC 
Columbia, S. C. WIS 
Norfolk WGH 
Raleigh WPTF 
Roanoke WDB] 
Des Moines WHO 
Davenport WOC 
Decatur WDZ 
Duluth-Superior WDSM 
Fargo WDAY 
Fort Wayne WOoOwo 
Indianapolis WISH 
Kansas City KMBC-KFRM 
Louisville WAVE 
Minneapolis-St. Paul WTCN 
Omaha KFAB 
Peoria WMBD 
St. Louis KSD 
Beaumont KFDM 
Brownsville KVAL 
Corpus Christi KRIS 
Ft. Worth-Dallas WBAP 
Houston KXYZ 
San Antonio KTSA 
Albuquerque KOB 
Boise KDSH 
Denver KVOD 
Honolulu-Hilo KGMB-KHBC 
Portland, Ore. KEX 
Seattle KIRO 

TELEVISION 
Davenport WOC-TV 
Fort Worth-Dallas WBAP-TV 
Louisville WAVE-TV 
Miami WTVJ 


Minneapolis-St. Paul WTCN-TV 


New York WPIX 
St. Louis KSD-TV 
San Francisco KRON-TV 


SMES 
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The 
Reward 

of 
Leadership 


In radio, no less than in any other business, there must 


be profit.. but also there are other considerations. 





There must be the satisfaction, not measurable in 
dollars, that derives from pioneering, as we did, in a 
business vital to the nation’s prosperity. There must be 
the reward that comes from maintaining a leadership 
obtained originally, as ours was, by the fact of 
chronology. There must be the joy that stems from 
contributing, as we have, to the growth of an industry 
through constantly raising the standards by which its 
servite is measured. 


There must, in short, be a place for idealism in business. 
We believe there is. We believe that the thirty-year 
history of radio broadcasting presents convincing proof 
of this judgment. We know from our own experience, 
which spans that period, that the rewards of 

idealism transcend monetary considerations. 





And it is this, more than any other single factor, 

that enables us to look toward the future with the firm 
conviction that another thirty years will see radio’s 
leadership enhanced, its ideals refined, and its value 

to the nation augmented. 


WESTINGHOUSE RADIO STATIONS Inc 


KDKA ° WBZ °* WBZA°* KYW °° WOWO ¢ KEX ° Wwen-V 
National Representatives, Free & Peters, except for WBZ-TV; for WBZ-TV, NBC Spot Sales 
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al solos but scored best with a ° 
pt, Mager ol of “Embraceable Inside Stuff Television 
. You” and teamed with Wrightson a 
Tele Reviews for a “Porgy and Bess” medley. 
Eadie and Rack, piano team, sold} Gjergymen of the archdiocese of New Orleans, at the request of 
Continued from page 39 : comes ee ne re ea. _Archbishop Joseph F. —— mere Peon pe Ral eng: Po 
1 i ag. | ee “pe ndygeter i y inistered in all Catholic churches o 
guitar and fiddle. Group also phrases with a down-to-earth, mild-| Gance team, did a fine job with | te ont or adminis e 
backstops Anderson, Miss Morgan ly humorous Commentary. “Fascinating Rhythm.” Whiteman | The costuming and off-color jokes of video shows have aroused much 
and, Miss Devids. Miss Carver's part—her last himself punched up the show by | test from Catholic lay organizations, including the Catholic Com- 
Miss Morgan, though nervous,’ stint showed how to sharpen scis- jeading a group of his sidemen in | Prores é ay aniz , 


chirped two pop numbers indicating 
that the talent is there. A boogie- 
woogie guitar, in addition to vocal 
talent, put Miss Javids in the spot- 
light. Guitar solo paid off hand- 
somely and vocal duet with Ander- 
son brought good response. 
Landis gave the layout fine pro- 
duction mounting and _ followed 
through with top camera direction. 
Show does need a little unruffling 
but this should come with subse- 
quent shots, if opener is any indi- 
cation. Flats nicely rounded out 
the presentation. ree. 


THE QUESTION MARK 
With Bud Vinson, Bill Yancy 
Producer: Hull Youngblood 
Director: J. R. Duncan 

30 Mins., Wed., 9:30 p.m. CST 
Participating ; 
WOAI-TV, San Antonio 

This is an audience participation 
show which just hits the spot. It’s 
an economical package show and 
should find a sponsor or additional 
participants. 

Bud Vinson serves as m.c. and 
talks to the viewers at home, se- 
lecting names sent in for that pur- 
pose. This is one good way of 
getting an audience check. Vinson 
has an easy style and shows that 
he can be on his own without his 


wooden - head partner, Johnny 
Dugan. 
Bill Yancey, WOAI-TV studio 


artist, is seen at the drawing board 
drawing the various types of puz- 
zles which the viewers must iden- 
tify. These range from a rebus to 
a picture with several mistakes 
purposely drawn. These are fairly 
simple to answer, with the viewer 
given a time limit. 

Shows moves along fairly fast. 
with very few waits between phone | 
calls, which shows good coordina- | 
tion with the main switchboard. 
There is at present one film com- 
mercial for the Lewyt Vacuum 
Cleaner which is skillfully woven 
into the script. Andy. 


WOMAN TALK 

With Martha Brooks, Phyllis Car- 
ver 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 2:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady 


Martha Brooks, veteran conduc- 
tor of women’s programs for WGY, | 
presents an “I-will-show-you-how- | 
to-do-it” household airer with this | 
one. She’s assisted by Phyllis | 
Carver, also heard on WGY blocks. | 
Miss Brooks (Mrs. David Kroman) | 
talks and demonstrates on camera. 
She continues to chat while Miss 
Carver’s hands are shown, via an- 
other camera, in short cuts and 
helpful techniques for 
viewers. Miss Carver has three or 
four lens shifts to her. Format is 
odd but effective. 

First telecast spotlighted Miss 
Brooks ironing a man’s shirt. Sec- 
ond video segment featured her 
demonstrating the making of a 
wastepaper basket, with the aid of 
an empty five-gallon ice cream 
carton ‘from your druggist.’ Miss 
Brooks proved adept in both as- 
signments, seasoning the technical 


| Sternfeld’s 


sors with sandpaper, to attach a 
shopping list to handbag—is well 
handled. Program, set in a kitch- 
en, will go to twice-weekly. 

Jaco. 


JUVENILE JAMBOREE 
With Gordon Tuell, Guests 
60 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

First WRGB-originated  chil- 
dren’s opportunity program open- 
ed with a variety of talent. Only 
show at all similar here is Tommy 
“Teen Age Barn,” 
which has presented older enter- 
tainers during a successful two- 
year run. New feature is open to 
juveniles in the station’s area, a 
post card of inquiry bringing an 
audition-date reply. Gordon Tuell, 
who recently joined WRGB as a 
director, emcees “Jamboree.” 

Tuell generally acquitted him- 
self well on premiere, despite mo- 
ments of unevenness. Manner was 
friendly and understanding, to put 
the kids at ease. They generally 
reacted according to age and back- 
ground. One of the more articu- 
late was 13-year-old Jack Baker, 
of Glens Falls, who said he had 
appeared on “Teen Age Barn” and 
who sang “Irish Eyes” rather well. 

Show runs long, but youthful 
viewers and their relatives may 
not mind this. It’s part of a sub- 
stantial Saturday entertainment 
fare for small fry. It probably will 
build station goodwill. Jaco. 


Lo 


and her treatments had two weeks 
to go. 

It was all very simple and amus- 
ing, but the possibilities offered by 
the story weren’t captured as 
sharply as they might have been. 
Reagan was good in his bungling 
efforts to wrap up all the charac- 
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| teristics of all great detectives into 
Leach- | 


his own personality. Miss 
man was excellent as his patient, 
pretty wife. Ian Keith’s character- 


ization of the evil-looking doctor | 


was one of the best bits on the 
show. Others in excellent support- 
ing jobs were Peggy Cass, Nancy 
Pollack, Barbara Robbins, Robert 
Strauss and David White. Sam 


Leve’s sets of the detective agency | 


office and the outside of the sana- 
torium were good. Marc Daniels’ 
direction could have been a bit 
tighter. Lensing was excellent. 


ABC-TV’s “Paul Whiteman Re- 
vue” paid a neatly-staged tribute 


| his music Sunday night (10). With 
Jane Froman and Earl Wrightson 
handling all the vocal chores, the 
sets and production mountings on 
{the show for once were sublimated 
to the talent and music. Sets were 
as good as usual but, probably 
| because of the general excellence 
|of Gershwin’s music and the nice 





femme |to the late George Gershwin and | 


'the means of airing the initial ra-' vision stations. 


|treatment handed it by Whiteman, | 


| the music came off tops. 
Miss Froman registered on sev- 
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a number played in the two-beat | 
style he conducted when Gershwin 
was at his prime. 
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venience of listeners and to op-| 
erate a daily scheduled program. 

The first program innovation in 
keeping with the code was the 
presentation of services from Pitts- 
burgh’s Calvary Episcopal Church, | 
Jan. 2, 1921. Station was the first 
to hire a fulltime announcer, Har- 
old W. Arlin. Herbert Hoover, in 
1921, made his first address from 
KDKA—a plea for European re- 
lief. The first remote pickup from 
a hotel came Feb. 18, 1921, when 
Col. Theodore Roosevelt and Okla- 
homa Congresswoman-elect Alice 
M. Robertson were picked up at a 
banquet at the Pittsburgh Press | 
Club. The inaugural address of | 
Warren G. Harding was first presi- 
dential debut covered by KDKA. 
Speech was read from an advance 
copy while the President was 
speaking in Washington. 

On March 10 of that year, the 
first broadcast from a theatre was 
held when Ruth Roye sang from 
a downtown Pitt theatre. The 
first radio appearance of a Cabinet 
member came over KDKA _ on 
March 19. Secretary of War John 
W. Weeks made his radio bow at 
a Chamber of Commerce gather- 
ing. Also the first collegiate broad- 
cast came in April with a meeting 
of the Penn State College Alumni | 
in Pittsburgh. The first sports-| 
event, a 10-round fight between 
Johnny Dundee and Johnny Ray, 
was also conducted by KDKA. 
Fight was at Madison Square Gar- | 
den, N. Y., and Florent Gibson de- 
livered the blow-by-blow descrip- 
tion. First regular baseball scores 
were introduced on April 13 and 
in May, 1921, KDKA launched the 


first farm reports. 
KDKA also contributed to radio | 


history with its broadcasts of the 
Dempsey-Carpentier fight in Jer- 
sey City, and thexdetails of the 
Davis Cup Matches in 1921. Also 
the first radio World Series came | 
that year with the descriptions of | 
the N. Y. Giants and N. Y. Yankees 
games. That year KDKA did the, 
first play-by-play of a football 
game with the broadcast of the, 
Pitt-West Virginia game. Station 
also pioneered political talks by, 
various local candidates in 1921. 
They established the first news- | 
room Sept. 20, 1921, and provided 


dio address by William Jennings 
Bryan, March 12, 1922. 

Station was also the first to es- 
tablish its own symphony orches- 
tra with Victor Saudek conducting. | 

Era of KDKA’s growing pains, 
it’s retalled, provided one of the 
more picturesque and nostalgic pe- 
riods in the industry. 


‘that lurks in, 


mittee of the south and the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women. 

In his letter to priests, read at all masses, the archbishop called 
attention to “the grave danger to the morals of our American people 
. » very many motion pictures and television programs 
these days.” 

It was the first time that television was ever mentioned in the pledge 
in New Orleans. The prelate asked the laity to “encourage relatives, 
friends and neighbors to send protests to the television and film pro- 
ducers against blue material and indecent costuming.” 





Jerry Lester and Ed Sullivan topped the Cleveland Plain Dealer’s 
television poll for 1950 with Lester being named “Favorite Entertainer” 
and Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” getting its second “Favorite Variety 
Show” award. 

According to George E. Condon, P-D radio-television editor, sharp- 
est upset in the balloting was the dumping of Milton Berle and Arthur 
Godfrey from their previous top posts. They failed to capture one 
single first, although last year they nabbed four. 

Among the other repeat winners were John Cameron Swayze as best 
network news program, Fred Waring as best musical, and “Studio One” 
as the dramatic entry. 

Included in the new winners were “Suspense,” best mystery, and 
“Kukla, Fran and Ollie,’ best juvenile. Baseball surpassed wrestling 
as best liked sport and, on local programming, WEWS took two “firsts” 
to lead the field of three stations. 


When a viewer sent him a bottle of vitamin pills, Chi NBC newsman 
Clifton Utley decided it was time to revise his schedule on WMAQ 
(AM) and WNBQ (TV). Working a 5:30 a.m. to 12 midnight stint with 
his seven AM and 11 tele shows each week, newscaster’s fatigue was 
showing through the screen. Sa Utley bows out Monday (18) from 
his 7:55-8 a.m. cross-the-board radio show which he’d handled for the 
past 10 years on WMAQ. Cutback results in no reduction of the com- 
mentator’s total airtime, however. He’s starting a new five-minute 
strip at 5 p.m. for Talman Federal Savings & Loan which will continue 
to bankroll the a.m. airer to be handled by Bill Ray. 

Besides the daily show, Utley gabs a quarter-hour local show Sunday 
evenings which has been sponsored by the Charles A. Stevens Co. since 
1935. He also does a 15-minute network commentary Sunday nights. 
His tele activities include a 10-minute daily show at 5:35 p.m. and a 
15-minute strip at 10:15 p.m. Gabber also narrates the half-hour 
“Frontline Camera” news roundup now being seen at 6 p.m. Saturdays. 
Utley’s outside work includes a monthly commentary for BBC. 


The largest mail count experienced in WBZ-TV’s (Boston) existence 
was reported last week when, in answer to a request from Norman 
Harris on his “Living Wonders” show for suggestions regarding future 
telecasts, the station was deluged with 17,000 letters. 

Show, a weekly 20-minute segment with Harris, a staffer on Hub’s 
Museum of Science, brings animals, birds and reptiles before the 
cameras while he supplies information regarding characteristics and 


habitat of the creatures. Letters were from moppets, parents and 
educators. 


WBAL-TV, Baltimore, has installed a Trans-Lux rear-screen pro- 
jector in its studios. Device utilizes a 9x12-foot screen, before which 
actors appear. Screen permits an unlimited range of backgrounds. 
Station is now offering advertisers with live spots use of the screen to 
feature actual scenes from within their stores or showrooms. 


_Horace Heidt got off the hook with American Federation of Musi- 
clans prexy James C, Petrillo by agreeing to pay sidemen full scale 
for the sound-tracking of an audition film for his Philip Morris show. 
Heidt was hauled up on the carpet after the AFM discovered that the 
audition reel, for which sidemen were paid $9.20 each, was subse- 
quently televised. Heidt agreed to pay motion picture rates, $39.90 
per man for each three hours, for the recording job. 





A comprehensive booklet listing films on human relations topics has 
been prepared by the American Jewish Committee for use by tele- 
Subjects covered range from juvenile delinquency to 

the United Nations, and from mental health to the world trade. Tome 


indicates which pix are clear for TV. Bulletin can be obtained from 
the AJC, 386 Fourth ave., New York city. 


New cartoon animation technique that will cut 10° from the cost of 
animated cartoons has been patented by Eddie Nassour. Device in- 
volved is called a Regiscope. It controls the movement of figures used 
through an electrical impulse, thus permitting same flexibility in fig- 


= as in animated cartoons. Third dimension effect is claimed for the 
evice. 
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culation is beyond the effect of 
television. 
Relative Costs 

“Even those who confine them- 
selves within the little world of 
rating yardsticks should be wary 
of yesterday’s research standards | 
and whether or not they properly 
reflect revised radio listening 
habits today in television homes. 
Third or fourth radio sets have 
taken on added importance. The 
table modei set which is moved 
from room to room may well have 
become the primary set. 

“The matter of media costs is. 
relative. Our inflationary econo- 
my has had an effect on all values, 
whether hard goods, services, or 
what the advertiser is getting for 
his media dollar. The fact that 
rating services may, on the sur- 
face, indicate less value for radio 
in toto should not smoke - screen 
the corollary of printed media de- 
clining in value even to a greater 
degree. 

“The four leading weekly maga- 
zines have seen average ‘noting’ of | 
black-and-white advertising fall, 
from 32% in 1944 to 25% in 1950. | 
Likewise, the four leading women | 
service magazines have experi-| 





'18% on the average. 


| enced similar declines from 41% to/| ing the disk spinning to Stewart. 


_marily on the basis of rising costs. 


|factors clearly understood if the 





28%. In contrast, however, cir. | Des Moines — Betty Wells, for 
culation cost-per-thousands for all nine years women’s director for 
eight magazines have increased station KRNT, Des Moines, has 


] Space rate left. No one is scheduled for re- 
increases have been justified pri-| Placement at this time. 








“Generally accepted in the past | 
is the fact that radio is by far the 
lowest cost and most practical 
means to reach the great masses of 
the buying public. There is no 
lessening of radio’s importance in 
that regard; in fact, evidence 
points to even a more favorable re- 
lationship for radio with other 
media today. 

“Future decisions in the media 
field must be made with all these 





7 years 


after the first sched- 
uled radio broadcast, 
this agency opened its 
doors. We believed in 
the power of radiothen, 
and believe in it even 
more firmly today. 


advertiser is to protect himself 
against making costly media mis- 
takes in 1951 which will be re- 
flected from a marketing stand- 
point years afterwards. That is) 
why a balanced and sane point of 
view is more important today than | 
ever before in the purchase of radio 
advertising.” 





GRAY & ROGERS 
Advertising 
PHILADELPHIA 7 
12S. 12th St. ¢ WAlnat 2-3636 


Boston — Johnny Pesky, Boston 
Red Sox thirdsacker, has signed 
with indie WBMS for a daily 
chatter and d.j. show. Pesky will 
work in conjunction with Bill 
Stewart, on whose show he will 
appear, concentrating on _ inter- 
views and baseball anecdotes leav- 
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Tele Chatter 











New York 


Hope Miller is this week's (14) 
mune lead opposite Richard 
Hart in “Adventures of Ellery 
Queen” (DuMont); next week (22) 
she’s a murderess in “Man Against 
Crime” (CBS), starring Ralph Bel- 
lamy ... -Roger De Koven, back 
front stint in “Up Front” for Uni- 
versal on the Coast, has a lead on 
DuMont’s “Ellery Queen” tomor- 
row (Thurs.) . . . Ironrite has in- 
«reased its station lineup on ABC- 
‘Vv for “Hollywood Screen Test 
by 17 stations . . . Ziv Television's 
“Cisco Kid” now syndicated on 33 
outlets. 

Camel cigarets renewed the 
“Vaughn Monroe Show” on CBS 
for another. 52 weeks, through the 
William Esty agency... Arnold 
Michaelis, formerly with the Music 
Corp. of America’s video depart- 
ment, joined World Video, indie 
package outfit, as exec producer 
~ . Ford and the Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt agency are pitching a public- 
ity campaign to parents, to per- 
suade them to let their kids stay 
up until 10 o'clock next Friday (15) 
ty see “Alice In Wonderland” on 
CBS’ “Ford Theatre” Maggi 
MeNellis, Johnny Andrews, Peggy 
Ann Garner, Eleise McElhone, 
Ken Banghart, Jack Berch and Bob 
Smith pacted to sub for Skitch 
Henderson on his WNBT and 
WNBC shows while he _ honey- 
moons with Faye Emerson in 
Mexieo this week ... Donald Buka 
appearing in a dramatic sketch on 
NBC’s “Kate Smith Show” tomor- 
row (Thurs.) . .. Mel London as- 


sivned as director for WOR-TV's | 


‘Bowery Music Hall... Burl Ives 
signed with Marion Gering, for- 
mer Paramount director, to film é& 
series of fairy tales for TV... 
Kevin O’Morrison signed for the 
title role in both the AM and TV 
versions of “Charlie Wild, Private 


Eye” when the show switches to| 


CBS from NBC, 

Francis, the “talking” mule in 
the recent Universal film, is sched- 
uled to make his video bow early 
next year in the preem_ perform- 
ance in the U. S. of England’s TV 
puppet, “Muffin, the Mule”... 


Ben Grauer spoke to the students | 
of Boston U. last night (Tues.) on | 


“Your Future in Radio-TV” .. . 
Group of network spot salesmen 
and station reps to discuss “We 


Represent Television” at the Amer- | 


ican Television Society forum to- 
morrow night (Thurs.) at the N. Y. 
Advertising Club. 

Film actor Walter Slezak latest 
to get the CBS block-booking treat- 
ment for guest talent. He starred 
in “Suspense” last night (Tues.) 
and will appear on Frank Sinatra’s 
viedo show Dec. 23 and “Studio 
One” Jan. 1. . . Howard Ross, pre- 
viously with the Abmer J. Greshler 
agency, starts Jan. 8 as buyer of 
sustaindng talent for NBC .. . 
James V. Boyle, sales rep for Jerry 
Fairbanks, on a trip to Boston to 
cover ag agencies there . 
Colman erroneously referred to as 
having played opposite Anna Lee 
in the “Somerset Maugham Thea- 
tre” production (CBS) of “String of 
Beads.” Mark Stone played that 
role, with Colman having been 
cast as the young man who related 
the story ... Phil Silvers guesting 
on Frank Sinatra’s show Saturday 
(16)... Paul Stewart pacted to 
co-star with Ruth Gordon next 
Tuesday (18) in the production of 
“Over 21” on CBS’ “Prudential 
Hour’ . , . Dennis James’ “Okay 
Mother’ marked its third anni 
yesterday (Tues.) on the DuMont 
web. with Dr. Allen B. DuMont 
Fuesting on the show... Fay Bain- 
ter set to star on CBS’ “Lux Video 
rheatre”’ Christmas Day in an 
adaptation of Stephen’ Vincent 
Benet’s “A Child Is Born”... 

Charles Chaplin, Jr., inked to an 


fxclusive TV pact by indie pack-| 
|WNBQ’s 
‘half-hour news roundup narrated | chances.” and 
iby Clifton Utley, moved from its| .,qer) who 


aver Allan Black. 

Kathi Norris will be guest speak- 
fr at the Advertising Club of New 
York today (Wed.)..... Charles 
Sanford resumes as musical direc- 
tor of the Bob Hope TV shows with 
the Dec. 24 presentation. He'll 
continue batoning the Sid Caesar 
stanzas..... Conrad Janis, trom- 
bonist-leader of the Tailgate Jazz 
Band at Central Plaza, N. Y., is 


continuing his TV career as an 
actor. 


Hollywood 

Tele rights to Nerman Reilly 
Raine’s “Tugboat Annie” stories 
are being peddied ty H. N. Swan- 
*on agency ... Richard Arlen will 
head for N. Y. for the Yule sea- 
son for a series of vidshow ap- 
pearances arranged by Mal Boyd 
Corny “sublime to ridiculous” 

#af Was on everyone’s lips at Gen- 
tral Service Studios Friday when 
Ou Snader Telescriptions lensed 


Gimpel and five with zany batoneer 
Red Ingle and his Natural Seven 
... John Sutherland making a se- 
ries of live-action tele commercials 
for Lincoln-Mercury use on the 
Ed Sullivan show .. . Jon Slott- 
T. F. Hamilton package “What 
Shall I Wear,” fashion show pre- 
sented in dramatic format, bows 


on KLAC-TV Sunday (17)... Ad- | 





|miral Television already dickering 


| with the L. A. Rams for the right | 
season’s” grid | 
| games .. . Series of 30-minute tele- | 
| films tagged “The Greatest Story | 
| Ever Told” will be made for Good- | 


ito televise next 


‘year Tire & Rubber at Sutherland 
| Studios .. . Glenn Miller, produc- 
| tion manager for Horace Heidt’s 
| Motion Picture Television Produc- 
| tions, bedded following a_ heart 
attack ... Still fotog George Hur- 
rell formed Hurrell Productions 
|Inc., with Roy O. Disney, Gunther 
Lessing, and Paul Pease. Outfit 
| will make both animated and live- 
|action television and commercial 
|films ... Addition of a 30-minute 
|femme wrestling program gives 
| KTLA a solid evening of grunt- 
| and-groaning every Thursday ... 
| KPIX, San Francisco, will pick up 
KTTV’s entire daytime schedule on 
|New Year’s Day, beginning with 
'the Tournament of Roses Parade 
_and continuing through the Rose 
| Bowl fotball game. Programs will 
| be microwaved northward ... Max 
| Terhune, Bill Hale, Virginia Her- 
|rick, Bobby O’Dwyer, Ted Mapes, 
Kermit Maynard, Richard Powers, 
| Lane Bradford, Buff Bredy, Dusty 
| Walker and Joe Hooker set for first 


Christmas fare for the children 
started last Sunday (10) with 
“Snow Baby,” adapted by Rosalind 
Vallance. Other programs include 
“Crackers for Christmas” on the 
20th and “Sleeping Princess’’ bal- 
let next day. On Christmas Day 
there will be the children’s party 
from the Hammersmith Palais and 
on the next afternoon “The Cruise 
of the Toytown Belle”... A 60- 
minute film, “Retrospect 1950,” 
will be aired New Year’s Eve... 
| Next Monday (18), Christian Simp- 
|}son is producing “Giselle,” with 
‘leading role danced by Tatiana 
Riabouchinska . . . Following night 
|R. C. Sheriff’s “Journey’s End” 
will be telecast, with Peter Rendall 
as Stanhope . . . Pouishnoff returns 





month , 
Show,” which recently opened in 
| London, was teeveed Monday (11). 


Snader, Kaufman 
Distribution Deal 
On 960 Briefies 


Hollywood. Dec. 12. 
Telescriptions Sales 








Snader 





to TV with three dates during the | 
. Ralph Reader’s “Gang | 


National Grid TV Blackout Possible 
In Big 10 Stand at NCAA Confab 





7% 

? 
| 
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TEST-LENSING ‘DOUBLE,’ 
‘15’ FOR CAMPBELL 0.0. 


Hollywood, Dec. 12. 
El Capitan theatre, long eyed by 
television because of its central 
location in Hollywood and only 
middlin’ success as a legit stand 
since Ken ‘Murray departed with 


“Blackouts,” has finally succumbed. 
Ward Wheelock agency, through 


!Russ Johnston, radio-TV exec, rent- | 
|ed the house for five days (Dec. 
| 18-22) to do some test filming on /! 


| “Club 15” and “Double or Nothing.” 


|Corp. has been formed by Louis | 


|Snader and Reuben Kaufman to 
j}handle nation-wide distribution of 
|Snader’s 960 three-minute telepix. 
|Kaufman is Chi ad agency topper 
who three weeks ago inked a deal 
|'guaranteeing Snader $1,000,000 
ifor rights to Snader pix in 10 


Deal is being negotiated with a 
producing outfit best suited to the 
type of shows being test-tubed, and 
equipment will be moved in for day 
and night shooting. “Club 15” will 
be shot both as a quarter-hour and 
half-hour program, as a revue pres- 
entation. Walter O’Keefe’s quizzer 
will be filmed in its present form. 
Johnston will also experiment with 
the magnetic track as a radio sub- 
stitute for the live broadcast. Com- 
bined footage of both shows in its 


| various forms will be taken back 
| east by Johnston for inspection by 


Campbell Soup. 





| year. 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Fight against live telecasting of 
college football will be led by the 


Big Ten at the National Collegiate 
Athletic Assn., confab next month, 


/it was indicated, as the four-day 


parley of Western Conference ath- 
letic directors and facu!ty chiefs 
wound up here Sunday (10). Tele 
ban by NCAA, governing body of 
college athletics, could result in a 
nationwide’ grid blackout next 
The Big Ten, key midwest 
college sports league, nixed live 
video of its football games the 
past season. 

No formal stand on teevee came 
out of the Big Ten meeting, whien 


| devoted several lengthy sessions to 


the question. But athletic direc- 
tors disclosed they plan to “sup- 
port” a tele ban should one be pro- 
posed at the NCAA huddle Jan. 
8-13 in Dallas. Fact that the Big 
Ten, a major element in NCAA 
and frequently a _ bellwether of 
NCAA policy, continues to view 
with alarm video’s effect upon at- 
tendance, points to the likelihood 
that the conference will not only 
support but will initiate the tele 
prohibition proposals. 

A voluminous report on video’s 
impact on the gate was presented 
to the league execs by the group’s 
TV committee, which had surveyed 
all facets of the sports scene dur- 
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: |eastern markets for one year, This E rt | d { y 
'of the ‘Buckskin Ranger” telefilm | arte ae F 0 n us l S 


; mM contract is now absorbed into new 

series which Jerry Fairbanks is firm 

| producing with Ray “Crash” Corri- | ce 
gan starring. Frank MeDonald di-| Kaufman becomes prexy of 

| rects ... Dave Siegel packaging | Sales outfit which has a paid capi- 


.| Jack Oakie for a tele comedy se-|talization of $600,000, with Snader 


|ries which Horace Jackson is scrib- | a member of the board, of which 


bling . . . Gov. Earl Warren starts 
a once-a-month' telecast over 
KECA-TV starting tomorrow 
(Wed.) discussing topics of inter- 
est to Californians under the title 
“Report to the People.” 


Chicago 


WGN-TV is doing a series of 
five half-hour remotes this week 
from the National Individual Bowl- 
ing tourney. Remotes, directed by 
Don Cook, are sponsored by Bowl- 
|ing Proprietors Assn. of Chicago. 
Fred Wolf is handling the com- 
mentary ... Harry Geise bowed 
with a Friday night weather show 
on WBKB .. . Dorsey Connors cel- 
ebrated the first anniversary yes- 
terday (Tues.) of her five-minute, 
cross-the-board strip on WNBQ... 
Fox Head Brewing has renewed 
Al Morgan’s DuMont show for 39 
weeks on WGN-TV ... Sylvester 
(Pat) Weaver, NBC tele chief, in 
town to address the School Broad- 
cast Conference, making rounds 
this week at Chi NBC... ABC’s 
“Super Circus” cast did their turns 
at Chi Athletic Club’s Fathers and 





.. Booth’ Sons Day program Saturday (9) 


.. . Rock Island R.R. has renewed 
Clifton Utley’s WNBQ newscast on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
.. . WBKB will televise the mid- 
night mass from Holy Name Ca- 
thedral Christmas Eve for third 
consecutive year ... Rose Dunne’'s 
“Stop the Record” moves into its 
second year on WGN-TV. 

Paul Galvin, Motorola prexy, 
went on record last week as fav- 
oring allocation of TV channels for 
educational use... Burr Till- 
strom’s “Kukla, Fran and Ollie” 
troupe cut a 60-second plug for 
Victor records . . . Sid Breese is a 
new WGN-TV director . . . Bill Fay 
prepping an article for Colliers’ 
on ABC’s “Studs Place” .. . Oliver 
Unger and Harold Goldman placed 
in charge of the N. Y. office open- 
ed by Kaufman & Associates to 


| Maxwell Abbel is chairman. Sales 
| outfit will absorb personnel, facili- 


{ties of Kaufman’s Chi agency 
| which will continue as separate 
| organization. 


Kaufman is a veepee. E. Johnny 
|Graff becomes Chicago office head 
‘of Snader Telescription Sales, 
'with Oliver Unger opening N. Y. 
loffice. Snader has made 190 tele- 
iseriptions to date, each budgeted 
|at $1,500. Under terms of the new 
| organization, Snader will increase 
|his budget on pix, inserting added 
'sidemen in orchs and bringing in 
'dance teams plus top name talent. 


Odd ‘Name’ Teaser Ads 
Feature WCAU’s Fall 





Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 


WCAU has come up with a 
series of unusual teaser ads in its 
fall promotion campaign, the theme 





jof which is “Staying Home To-! downtown, at 115 E. Fourth Street, | 
night?,” with the readers coun- and transmitters are on hilltop lo- 


| selled to listen to the station both 
‘on AM and TV for “the best” in 
| virtually everything. 

Ads carrying half-column square 
‘eut of a citizen have been appear- 
ing regularly in the Evening 
Bulletin, which owns the stations. 
\“Caruso” for example, listens to 
|WCAU for the best in_ music. 
“Shakespeare” watches WCAU-TV 
\for “the best in drama.” They are 
irespectively two Philadelphians 
|named Ernest Caruso and Philip 
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WSAI 3506 Buy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 
Ownership transfer of WSAI. 
standard and FM sstations, ABC) 
affiliate, from Marshall Field En- | 
terprises, Chicago, to Fort Indus- 


tries Co., Detroit, was announced | 
by Robert M. Sampson, general | 
manager, at a staff meeting Satur- | 
day (9). He said deal was inked | 
the previous day in Chicago and | 
‘no personnel changes are 
planned.” New owner operates sta- | 
tions in Detroit, Toledo and Lima, | 
O., Fairmount and Wheeling, W. | 
Va.; Atlanta, Ga., and Miami, Fla. | 

Sale price was unofficially re- | 
ported as $350,000. Figure is $200.- | 


ing the past year. After hearing 
the report, Big ‘.en toppers con- 
cluded: “From information § at 
and, live television has an ad- 
verse effect on attendance in vary- 
ing degrees.” 

The survey is expected to be 
used to buttress the conference’s 
position in opposition to unlimited 
telecasting at the NCAA meet. 

The fact that the report exclu- 
sively blamed teevee for the 3% 
drop in conference football attend- 
ance the past year, underscored 
the league’s wariness of the new 
medium. 
did not permit live telecasting of 
its home games the past sea- 
son, several of its road contests 
with non-conference schools were 
beamed. 

_ Gate loss in those games, par- 
ticularly with Coast teams, which 
permitted telecasting, and compe- 
tion to home games from the 


a 


'000 under tag reportedly paid by | Notre Dame and eastern league 
‘Field combo in 1945 to Crosley | contests which were televised into 
|Radio Corp., which was forced to| the Big Ten area, were charged 


‘sell under the FCC ruling against | with the slice. 


Promotion Campaign wsar was opened in 1923 by a 


} 
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multi-station ownership. 
One of Cincy’s first stations, 


radio operator, Robert E. Cooper, 


Card Co., which in turn unloaded | 
to Crosley. | 
Offices and studios of WSATIT are | 


| 


Pr | 
cations. 
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VET PITT RADIO EDITOR | 
SET FOR VIDEO DEBUT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. | 





to 
Hamburg Bros., RCA distributors | ball a ieee Been po eal 


, The 3% drop, in- 
cidentally, was from the all-time 


record high set by conference at- 


tendance in 1949. 
Since all of the Big Ten schools, 


‘who sold it to the U. S. Playing | with the exception of Northwest- 


ern, are state institutions, the con- 
ference is faced with a touchy pub- 
lic relations problem in its han- 
dling of the teevee issue. This is 
especially true in those states 
which now have a heavy concen- 
tration of tele sets. 

Because the entire sports pro- 
gram of most of the schools is 
largely dependent upon gridiron 
revenue, the athletic hierarchy 
views with alarm any and all fac- 


here. are extending their Si Stein- | scious of the possibility of increas- 
-hauser radio program to include | ing beefs from taxpayers deprived 


C. Shakespeare, and their photos. 
‘appear along with their endorse- | 


|ment of the programs. 

Among other famous - named 
/locals who have loaned similar en- 
'dorsements are Robert E. Lee, who 
‘listens for the war news; Rudolph 


TV, too, and the veteran radio ed- | 
itor of the Press will soon be doing | 
his quarter-hour “Radio and Tele- | 
vision Column” on WDTV every 


'Sunday afternoon at 2:45 as well, 


as on WPIT an hour and a half 
earlier. 

Time hasn’t been cleared yet, but 
will be in a week or so, and Stein- | 


of an opportunity of watching 
their favorite elevens on video. 
The recently concluded experi- 
mental tie-in with United Para- 
mount for limited theatre tele- 
vising of Big Ten games en- 


countered some public reaction, 
_with a few critics charging the ar- 


rangement as being too obviously 


Although the Big Fer, 
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distribute agency's new packages valentino. fo~ “the best in films”; 
built around the Snader telepix . -;'Joe Miller, who likes WCAU's | 
“Front Line Camera, comedy; Steve Brody, “takes no 

Marconi’ ‘Alex- 


likes “the best in 


Sunday slot to Saturday 6 to 6:30 | 
p.m. ... Gene Fields is new emcee 
on WBKB’s Friday night “Hit 
Spot” show for Drewrys’ Ale. 


radio.” 

In addition to the newspaper 
‘ads running twice weekly in the 
Bulletin, stations also run car 
‘cards on the same theme, planted 
\in the commuters locals of the 





London 


Five vaudeville shows ) 
planned over the Christmas season. | lines. Mail response has been 
First, to be produced by Michael | heavy. with readers sending in 
Mills, is “Gala Variety,” which wi!!l | flock of other names for considera- 
come from the newly-opened Lime tion. 

Grove studios mee. ie “ a 
antomime on Dec. wi e ; 
"Cinderella,” from a script by Philadelphia — Bert Cole, who 
Gordon Crier .. . The next night,| was a member of the Philco sales 
Richard Afton is producing “Those | organization in New York from 
Were the Days,” an old-time music | 1934 to 1938, has rejoined the 
hall show, and “Kalaidescope” is | company as district sales repre- 
being done Dec. 29. The new Vie sentative for the New York-New- 
Oliver series will make its bow ark area. Cole succeeds Clare 
Dec. 30. . . On Christmas Eve, | Courtney, who was recently named 
Douglas Allen is producing Regi-| sales manager of the Philco Acces- 
nald. Beckwith’s “A Soldier for | sory Division, with headquarters in 





Sve pix with concert pianist Jakob Christmas,” with Robert Beatty . .. | Philadelphia. 


. 


'hauser is expected to make his TV 


Arnold Dropping Lewis, 


are | Pennsylvania and Reading R. R.' 


commercial. The conference top- 
pers gave no indication of their 
future plans for theatre TV, other 
than to disclose their satisfaction 
with the manner in which the past 
, season’s experiment was handled 
_by the theatre circuit. 


debut before the first of the year. 
He’s been writing the radio column 
on the Press, local Scripps-Howard 
daily, for more than 20 years. 








Staying With Barry’s ‘80’ Femme Granpler Champ 
Arnold Bakers has decided to To Be Chosen in Studio 


| drop its “Robert Q. Lewis” show, | Cinctanelt. Dee, 6 
aired Sunday nights at 11 via CBS-|  Grociey's tri-city TV network 
|TV, after the Jan. 7 broadcast. kicked off Saturday :3) with a 
| Benton & Bowles. agency for Ar- women's wrestling tournament, 
' nold, will retain the time slot for 0Tiginating in WLW-D studios, Day- 

another client, as yet undisclosed. ton, O. Winner of weekly elimina- 
| Arnold, meanwhile, will con- tiom series meets Mildred Burke, 

tinue to bankroll Jack Barry’s "ecognized as present champ by 
| “Life Begins at 80” show via ABC- the Midwest Wrestling Assn. and 
‘TV. Lewis continues with his National Wrestling Alliance, for a 
'“Show Goes On,” bankrolled by $2,000 purse. Gal grapplers over 18 
ASR Ascot Lighters Thursday are eligible. 
nights via CBS, and his daytime, Competition marks first time a 
 cross-the-board series on the same sports championship is to be de- 
i video web. jcided in a TV studio. 
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with the court in which RCA said 
its confidence in its system “ls 
based on the improvements which 
have been made in the RCA color 


svstem at which the Commission 
has refused even to look.” 

Cov said. “this lie about the 
Commission refusing to look at.1m- 
provements in the RCA syst 
about to become big enough to De 
belle ed “i 

No-Delay Letter No Fair 

Gen. Sarnoff immediately cam 
b K Co cannot fi ~ 
n no-dela} letcer aS an excu 
fo the Commission’s failure to 


st contained 


comp with the reque 
in our letter of July 31 to the Com- 
“nission copies oft 
progress report, in which we stated 
‘If members of the Commission or 
its stalf are interested in obtaining 
further information on the 
referred to in this progress report, 
I will be glad to furnish it or 
arrange them to see the 
work and the 
RCA enginee No reply to 
letter was ever received from 
Commission.” 


enciosing oul 


work 


Visits 101 


discuss results with 
our 


the 


ought to show, said Gen 
that the Commission was 
‘vance of the color deci- 
sion to see RCA’s improvements 


This 
Searnoit, 
asked in a 

The noxt day, Thursday (7), the 
Washington Daily News carried a 
second editorial, saying that RCA 
did ask that Commissioners or stat- 
fers view its improvements. Cos 
then came back with two shots. One 


in a letter to John T. O'Rourke, 
editor of the News, emphasized that 
the Commission could not have 
looked at the RC“. improvements 
after the record was closed. To 
have done so, he said, “would have 
been error which probably would 
have been grounds for appeal to 


the court had the ‘look’ been tied 
up with any decision favoring the 
RCA color system.” 
Cey’s Second Shot 

Coy’s second shot, in a letter to 
“WwW. F. Kennedy, a West Virginia 
manufacturer, took RCA to task fo1 
going back on promises that it 
would make its tri-color tube avail- 
able to anvbody. Kennedy had writ- 
ten Coy a month ago that he was 








| Coy vs. Sarnoff 


Continued from page 36 
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FAYE EMERSON SHOW 


CBS-TV - - 7:45 p.m. 
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“disturbed” by a newspaper story 
that the Commission had requested 
RCA to make its tube available 
to CBS. 

Coy wrote Kennedy that on sev- 
eral occasions officials of RCA, in- 


cluding Gen. Sarnoff, testified be- 
fore the Commission that if the 
CBS system were adopted, RCA 
would sell its tubes to anyone. He 

o cited a report on July 30 from 
D C. B. Joliffe, RCA executive 
veepee, saving the company hoped 
to ik Sat ples of 1ts tubes i\ iil 

e tot industry in the fall for 
{ elopment work 

In light of these representations 
proferred by RCA's top officials 


said Coy. “I think you will agree 
that Commission had a 
basis for its desire to view a dem- 
onstration of the tri-color tube on 
the CBS system, and for its ex- 
pectation that RCA was prepared 
to cooperate in effecting such a 


the sound 


test 
In requesting 

tube available 

CES system, Coy 


RCA to make its 
testing on the 
added, the Com 


LOL 


mission was trying to arrange a 
demonstration “to bring the best 
possible color television to the 


American p ople.”’ 
So far Coy has had the last word 
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weeks determine the truth 
ot representations in the ad, aftel 
receiving complaints from parents 
and educators. The agency is look- 
ing into the overall campaign to 
sell TV sets, and has taken up the 
matter with 22 manufacturers and 
the ad agency involved. 

NEA’s complaint said regarding 
TV's effect on children: ““There are 
some television shows at present 
that are harmless entertainment for 
children. There are also some tele- 
casts that are educative in nature. 
Television can be and should be 
made a remarkable instrument of 
education. It employs the long- 
proved techniques of visual educa- 
tion now used in many thousands 
of the nation’s classrooms. But edu- 
cators as a whole are far from 
approving many of today’s tele- 
vision shows. Many fear permanent 
harmful effects of these programs 


— Continued 


ago to 


on the sensitive nature of chil- 
dren.” 
NEA membership includes ap- 


proximately 500,000 teachers. 


——TBA-NAB | 


Continued from page 37 














tion, it’s presumed that the two 
groups, through merging, woud 
establish a common treasury. 

In revealing the merger pro- 


posal, Poppele declared that a coim- 
mittee comprising TBA directors is 
to be appointed “to explore the 
possibility of effecting some amal- 
gamation or confederation with TV 











We’re proud of the successful 


company we 


PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 

IPANA TOOTHPASTE 
DR. CALDWELL 
PURITY’S TASTEE BREAD 
STANBACK HEADACHE 


REMEDY 


keep on WJBK 


SULPHA 8 
PACKARD MOTORS 
BIRD'S EYE FOODS 


BON AMI 
BROMO SELTZER 
CARTER’S LIVER PILLS 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-AM « 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 


NEW YORK 22, 
Represented Nationally by 





ELDORADO 5-2455 


THE.-KATZ AGENCY, INC. 


' trade groups under a plan that) 
with re- 
spect to TV and would best serve | 
According to 


would ensure autonomy 
the TV industry.” 
TBA spokesmen, the wording 
leaves open the possibility of also 
bringing in a group like the Radio- 
Televesion Manufacturers Assn. 
All-day TBA clinic, held at the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, featured 
speeches and panel discussions 
participated in by various network 
and station execs, plus other indus- 


trv leaders, from all sections of the 


countrys Eugene S. Thomas, man- 
ger of TV operations for WOR- 
TV, N \ presided In addition 
to Poppele. other officers reelected 
included Ernest Loveman, yveepec; 


Will 


Baltin. secretary-treasurer (it’s 
e ly 


and Paul Rai- 
secretary-treas- 


bourn 


istant 





WPIX 


—— (ontinued from page 43 








educators to deter- 
mine whether thev want to use the 
tor classroom work ov for 
extra-curricular activities in the 

He emphasized that it 
not be a “workshop proposi- 
but that WPIX would try to 
the programming as profes- 
as possible to attract adults 
as well as children. He visualized 
facets of the project as get- 
cooperation of the city 
have the cameras move 
the workings of the 


only for the 
Station 


schools 
7 
would 
tion” 
make 


sional 


such 
ting 
ernment to 
in and explain 


gOV- 


fire and police departments, de- 
partment of sanitation, ete 

At the TBA meet, Larson de- 
clared that WPIX has been “very 


the recent FCC hear- 
ings on education.” He added: “But 
we also know the problem of taxa- 
tion and the many expenses a 
municipal government has today. It 
is impossible for them to provide 
enough money to run expensive TV 
stations. There is no visible source 
of income and I’m sure the cits 
fathers will find over a period of 
time that they're not going to be 
able to get their money out of it. 
And because of our concern, we 
are going to take this opportunity 
to publicly announce the WPIX is 
anxious to further this educational 
program and as of now makes its 
facilities and time available to the 
N. Y. City Board of Education 
the development of a regular edu- 
cational program schedule.” 


interested in 


ior 








| Teleprompter 
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Walter Craig 1adio-TV veepee of 
Benton & Bowles, which producers 
“Years,” declared it would be im- 


possible to do the show without 
some type of prompter such as 
this. He said he started to use it 
with great reservations as to its 
ultimate benefit, fearing that his 
,cast would come to rely on it as 


a crutch and also that the home 
audience might be able to detect 
any time one of the actors looked 
at the prompter to vick up a line. 


Craig said B&B licked the first 
problem by not permitting the 
prompters on the set until the 


dress rehearsal. Cast, consequent- 
ly, was forced to memorize its 
ilines in advance. Thus, he de- 
| scribed the idea as being similar 
to a person’s being broke or hav- 
ling $50 in his pocket. “‘Even though 
lhe might not spend that $50,” he 
said, “he knows it’s there. In the 
same way, an actor doesn’t have 
to use the prompter but, if he 
i knows it’s there, he can turn to it 
if he forgets a line.” As for 
second problem, Craig said the 
prompters were set at spots on 
|the stage to which the cast would 
;normally be playing. Tests have 
Lshown that even viewers looking 
ifor the actor to read a line from 





the prompter cannot detect the 
move. 
Outfit which manufactures and 


;Operates the prompters plans to 
| base the cost on each on the type 
fot show and its time slot. “Years” 
jis using four of the machines with 
,the master control unit, but as 
|miany can be used as the producer 
‘desires. Outfit claims it can handle 


up to 50 programs in N. Y. and 
is now dickering with a Coast 
agency to represent it in Holly- 


wood. Spokesmen for the company 
visualize the prompters as being 
valuable not only to dramatic 
actors but to newscasters, singers 
jand virtually aryone on TV who 
must memorize lines or lyrics. 


| St. Louis—Union Electric Co. of 
| receiver reports 221,500 television 





receivers installed in the St. Louis 
area as of Dec. 1. 


the | 


— 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


New board of New York local of the American Federation of Radio 
Artists, elected last week, marks a slight shift away from the conserva- 
tive forces previously identified with the Artists Committee. 

Elected are: representing actors, Jackson Beck, Alan Bunce, Clayton 
Collyer, Staats Cotsworth, Vinton Hayworth, Leon Janney, Claudia 
Morgan, Virginia Payne and Vicki Vola; representing announcers, 
Frank Gallop, Glenn Riggs, Ken Roberts, Richard Stark and Dwight 
Weist: representing singers, Irene Beasley, Julie Conway, Chuck Gold- 
stein, Travis Johnson, Lanny Ross, Leonard Stokes and Jean Tighe; 
and, representing the indie station announcers, Bill Edmonds. 

Slate of officers will be elected from the list in two weeks. 

George Sawtelle, who replaces Don Cherry on NBC as alternate on 
the 11:15-11:30 slot nightly with Mindy Carson, is a Memphis product. 
Agent Jack Bertell heard him on his shortwave one night while 
“scouting” the country, as is his wont, and was so impressed he went 
to Memphis, was reimpressed after seeing him on local TV, and signed 


set 


him. Sawtelle has the Tuesday and Thursday spot; Miss Carson sings 
on the alternate Monday-Wednesday-Friday Bertelle may also slot 
him on the NBC “Open House” spot, vice Morey Amsterdam. Singer 


is set for RCA Victor diskings also. 

Paul Long, KDKA newsman and also aviation editor of the Pittsburgh 
Westinghouse station, is a licensed pilot and has just lined up quite a 
two-week vacation for himself late this month. He's been hired by 
the Cesna distributor in that city to fly a brand new 170 to a purchaser 
in Buenos Aires. Long takes off for South America day after Christ- 
mas and will return by Pan-American Airways. Annually on his sum- 
mer vacation he rents a plane and flies his entire family down and 
back from his home near Waco, Tex. 

“A Day With the Joneses,” a daily devotional program originating 
in the Pittsburgh living room of Rev. and Mrs. Bert Jones and featur- 


ing the whole Jones family of seven, has just chalked up its 500th 
broadcast. Two years ago the Joneses began microphoning a weekly 


devotional program over WPIT. Since that time it has grown so that 
today the feature is heard 12 times a week over various programs in 
the Pittsburgh area. It’s now carried there by WPGH every afternoon 
at 4:15. 


Northwestern U. is prepping a directory of alumni in radio, television 


and allied fields. Alumni are requested to report their present posi- 
tions and addresses to Donley F. Feddersen, Northwestern U., Evans- 
ton, Ill, 
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Video Set Output — 
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NBC Pages Get Showcase 
For Talent Via Herlihy 
Pages at NBC's Gotham head- 
quarters will get a showcase for 
their performing, writing and di- 
recting talents via Ed Herlihy’s 











‘ . 


being “saturated,” of the “novelty” 
of TV wearing off, and fear of a 
big summer slump in buying. 























Actually, except for the month) «pate jin Manhattan” strip on 
of July, when many factories cur-| WNBT, N. Y. They'll take over a 
tailed output for vacations, pro-| segment of the airer one day a 
duction continued at a high level,’ week. ; 
with August output at over 700,- Names who were once NBC 
000 sets. Since then, factories’ pages, such as Dave Garrowav and 
have been turning out an average Earl Wrightson, will guest on the 
of nearly 800,000 sets a month. segment. . 

On the basis of output during soniembeenadiiadiaeiammeammtaemmetaes 
the first six months, there was ADVERTISEMENT 
every indication that production come 
would have reached at least 6,000,- 

000 sets. Apparently, however, the Ic N Ve 
rate of turnout, which was double over ew 0 
that of 1949, seemed too good to MENS CLOTHIER 

last It was feared also that un- 

certainty over color might hurt the 

market. 

How long the industry can con- 
tinue at its present high rate of Piyoin critics say "bout “Let's! 
operation is now the big question. }| Make an Opera” opening tonite | 
Recently, following cutbacks on Plat Golden? Big tip-off will be! 
critical metals by the National jaudicnee reaction to its own 


Production Autherity, an RTMA Jf] finger in pie... 
spokesman estimated that TV set 

output may be affected by as much 
as 50°? within the next six months. 
Whether this happens will depend 


IEivery man to his trade ear 
“Let's Make a Tuxedo” is mine! 
and my star performer is. silky- | 


smooth Barathea . . . a luxury | 





on efforts to develop substitutes J} fabric that drapes beautifully) 
for certain essential materials and : . gives dinner jackets that | 
utilization of components for radio J} ©®8U@l man-about-town-look my | 
or video ‘ triends call savoir faire 


, ‘ ‘ P —_ The saving's fair, t 
One thing is certain: with TV vita oe ee 
cities making new sales records as }j You Save practically 20°, off th: 


buyers flock to the market to get J[Pesular $65 price (12.50 in U, S. | 
sets while there's still plenty, the JJ™0"°) Paying me only 52.50) 


My low-rent 2nd floor ele- | 
vator locale means a saving in: 
rent for me, a saving in cost for 
you! 


| 
Hours: 9 to 6; Thursdays to 9 
Closed Saturdays 


GRAYSON | 


18 Kast 46 St.—2d floor | 


manufacturers will have every in- 
centive to turn out every receiver 
that military priorities will per- 
mit. 


NEW VIDEO DISTRIB 
STARTS WITH 100 PIX 


Hollywood, Dee. 12. 
Distribution of films in the video 
field will be handled by Hollywood 
Television Inc., newly- 
organized outfit which already has 
acquired rights to some 100 pix. 
Firm currently is -dickering for | 
video rights to other feature films 
which have made the «rounds of 
theatres but haven't vet hit tele. 
HTS is headed by Earl Collins, 
who resigned last week as Los An- 
geles branch manager for Republic. 
Associated with him are Mort Scott 
and Lester Nelson. They plan to 
maintain offices in New York, 
Chicago and Hollywood. 
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On Location Making «@ 
Picture 


“Double For Della’ 


Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 




















Kansas City—L. H. “Tex” With- | conan 


erspoon, formerly general man- ‘ 
ager and president of KPRS, Attention TV Producers 
; . 2 


Olathe, Kans., has returned to ac- 
tive duty in the Navy. A lieutenant 


A Complete Film Act Service Is 
commander, he has been assigned 


Available to You by Calling 


to the Olathe Naval Air Station. Cl 6-2426 
Witherspoon had headed up KPRS J animation, Story Boards, Slidefilms 
for a year and a half, being a Special efx. 


itounder of the station. ' 
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Chicago 














Giant: “Can You Top This,” Maid- 
en Wine; “Red Grange Predicts, 
Florsheim; “First Nighter,” Cam- 
pana, and ‘Sandy Strong,” Wander 
Co. 

Probably the busiest time ped- 
dlers in town have been the NBC- 
TV salesmen, working under sales 
chief Gene Hoge. They've lined up 
$4,060,000 in new web billings this 
season. Leading the parade of new 
accounts is Quaker Oats, which has 
jumped onto the NBC tele band- 
wagon to the tune of $1,130,000. 
Cereal company has bought the 
Chi-originated ‘Zoo Parade” and 
Gabby Hayes show, both Sunday 
afternoon half-hours, and the new 
Haves Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
aay quarter-hour davtimer. 

New season tele programs sold 
out of the Chi NBC office include: 
“Stars Over Hollywood,” Armour; 


*“Smilin’ Ed McConnell,” Brown 
Shoe: “Comedy Hour,” Frigidaire; 
“Four Star Revue,’ Norge. Major 
renewal handled was the “Kraft 


Television Theatre.’ 
NBC's New $2,000,000 Biz 

Chi NBC AM sales crew under 
Paul McCluer scored with $2,000,- 
000 worth of new biz this fall. Big- 
Pest single package was the Armour 
purchase of the quarter-hour, cross- 
the-board morning Dave Garroway 
strip. Also sold here were the Swift 
buy of the Red Foley cross-the- 
boarder on 48 southern stations 
and the General Mills pickup of 
the Cal Tinney strip on a 12-sta- 
tion regional web. Credited to the 
Chi office, too, was the switchover 
to NBC from ABC of the Sunday 
afternoon “Hormel Girls.” 

Trend toward daytime use of ra- 














Eileen BARTON 


ORIENTAL, Chicago 
3rd Week 
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dio is carried through at CBS, 

| whose biggest sales were the Toni 
and Pillsbury cross-the-board ex- 
panded spread on the Arthur God- 
frey show, totaling $1,800,000. Also 
new this fall is the 25-station mid- 
west hookup for Hamms’ sponsor- 
ship of Ed Murrow’s nightly news- 
cast and the full net Sunday night 
Eric Sevareid newscast sold to 
Campana. 

On the CBS tele side, major ac- 
counts handled by George Arkae- 
das are the alternating half-hours 
on the “Godfrey and Friends” 
show: “Betty Crocker” daytimer 
for General Mills and the Johnson 
Wax “Starlight Theatre.” Also 
lined up are two undisclosed bank- 
rollers slated to move into the 9:30 
to 10 p.m. Friday night period on 
an alternating basis and the Satur- 
day night 7:30 to 7:45 spot. 

Mutual CBS veepee Carroll 
Marts last week came up with a 
nice sale to Kraft, with the food 
company picking up “‘Queen For a 
Day” for a quarter-hour twice 
weekly and the five-minute “Bobby 
Benson” show, also twice weekly. 
MBS Central Division swung the 
Derby Foods shift of “Sky King” 
from ABC and the Kellogg pur- 
chase of the two weekly quarter- 
hours dropped by Quaker when it 
cancelled out “Challenge of the Yu- 
kon.” Beltone, Amurol and Im- 
drine buys of variots segments ef 
the Gabriel Heatter newscasts were 
also credited to the Chi office. 

Indications are that there are 
several more potential or former 
Chi advertisers who withdrew from 
the radio picture pending clarifica- 
tion of the international situation, 
now waiting in the wings for a ra- 
dio andor teevee entrance. For 
example, International Harvester, 
Which dropped its “Harvest of 
Stars” on AM, is eying both medias 
again. Likewise, Muntz Television 
is giving thought to network radio. 


: Richards 
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structions to Fitzpatrick by means 
of the letters. FCC Counsel Fred- 
erick W. Ford said the government 
is considering the letters as in- 
structions, no matter what the wit- 
nesses say. 

That remark brought Defense 
Counsel Joseph Burns to his feet 
with this objection: “You can’t con- 
clude they were instructions if the 
persons to whom they were ad- 
dressed did not so consider them. 


“This man (Burns indicated Fitz- 
| patrick) did not consider them as 


omen | instructions, and neither did other 











Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international) 
Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


| station managers at KMPC, Los 
' Angeles, and WGAR, Cleveland.”’ 
Earlier, Burns had objected to 


maintaining that “Certainly, Rich- 
ards has the right, as does any citi- 
zen, to discuss his political beliefs” 
Under questioning regarding 
“Victory F.O.B.,” a wartime pro- 
gram WJR fed to the entire CBS 
network, Fitzpatrick admitted that 
he told Richards he ‘‘was becom- 
ing anxious about the anti-New 
Deal trend the program was taking 
and wanted a better balance.” 
FCC Examiner James Cunning- 
| ham asked Fitzpatrick: “Do you 








| recall if Richards ever told you to 











ABC-TV 


Offers television sponsors 


| Lower Production Costs due 








to its “flow chart’ service 


and production facilities 


| 


nea 
| equalize. the balance so both sides | 


entering the letters as evidence, | 


| powered by legislation to regulate | 
,radio and to act as the 


would be heard?” Fitzpatrick re- | 
‘plied: “No, I recall I was never 
‘urged to do that.” 

On Friday (8), Fitzpatrick testi- 
| fied that he believed Richards “had | 
'a definite psychosis.” Fitzpatrick | 
said: “The man (Richards) had a 
definite psychosis built up because | 
of his illness. He __retailiated 
against me. He had built up an 
antipathy toward me w hich, I un- 
derstand, is one of the reactions 1n 
a heart condition of that kind. I 
think his illness made a changed 

man out of him.” 

The two parted “amicably,” in: 

1946, Fitzpatrick said, after Rich- 
ards bought his stock in WJF. 


~ CBS FM Pact 
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Mount Event 
was hailed in a full-page ad which 
plugged 16 top Columbia shows to 
be aired by the station. Recogni- 
tion of WFMA by the network, 
said the ad copy, “marks the trend 
over the nation to turn to the su- 
perior radio.” Readers were also 
urged to purchase FM sets. 

Horn cited a survey showing that 
40° of the homes in the area have 
FM sets. He claimed that his 33 
kw transmitter, “without interfer- 
ence and _  wnon-directional,” will 
provide the best signal for CBS 
shows in eastern North Carolina. 

WFMA is the second exclusive 
FM station to affiliate with a ma- 
jor network. Recently, WASH in 
Washington, owned by Everett 
Dillard, signed up with Mutual. 
However, the web's programs are 
also carried by the 5 kw AM sta- 
tion, WEAM, in Arlington, Va. 


L.!. Airer 
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Sunday Telegram. 

















en 
That it is again in an editorial tilt 
with the LIRR is commendable, 
particularly since other outlets 
haven't taken up the cudgels for 
a revamp of the road. 
it’s an unhappy 


However, 
note that such a} 
campaign was not launched before 
a disaster of major 
shocked the community. 
A companion editorial offensive 
was launched by the station after} 
the “Big Blow" of Nov. 26, when 
the storm knocked out electric and | 
telephone service for thousands of | 
Long Island _ residents. These | 
pieces were directed at the Long 
Island Lighting Co. and called for | 
| installation of underground cables. | 
‘That recommendation was urged 


proportions 


in a documentary series WHLI; 
beamed two years ago. 
Broadcaster deserves solid | 


kfdos for ils public service orien- | 
tation and its frequent repetition 
| of its editorial message. That 
it pays off in respect from listeners — 
is indicated by the heavy mail it 
received commending its job and 
in the hundreds of requests for 
. copies of the pieces. Bril. 











: TV Bootleggers 
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S eenemnmiantl 
be that illegal boesters could op-) 
erate without being observed. But 
probably not for long. 

Technically, it was explained, it’s 
possible that a tower built by an 
individual to serve merely as an, 
antenna to bring in television from | 
a great distance, might throw suf- | 
ficient radiation to serve other 
people in an area. It's also pos-| 
sible that well-heeled Texans, par- | 
ticularly in the oil regions, may 
have constructed such towers and 
that they have been mistaken for 
boosters. | 

Despite the desire for TV in non- 
TV areas, the public resents illegal 
operations, according to the FCC, 
and advises its field offices of them. 
Also, the bootleg transmitter uses 
a channel that may have been as- 
signed to somebody else, and while 
it may be too far away to be steal- 
ing an audience, the authorized 
station won't like it. Besides, the 
latter’s operation may not have 
been built up to full power and 
might increase its coverage. 

The bootleg TV booster is a rep- 
etition of the early days of broad- 
casting when Uncle Sam was em- 


“traffic 








‘Shangri-La’ 
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ton residence and the local radio 
station, ZBM, also played host to 


| the group. 


It’s a safe conjecture that the 
time buyers and account 
from the major agencies will find 
a warm—and lucrative—spot for 


the Westinghouse chain in future | 


client deals. 
“Operation 
made up of the following: 


Francis C Barton, Federal Agency; 
Joseph E. Baudino, KDKA; Walter E 
Benoit, Westinghouse Radio Stations; 
Lewis F. Bonham, Mennen; Edwin R. 
Borrof!, Westinghouse Radio Stations; 


Philip G. Bowman, Young & 
Francis X. Brady, 


Rubicam; 
McCann-Erickson; Vera 
Brennen, Duane Jones Co.; William W 
Bryan, Free & Peters: Frank Burke, Ra- 
dio Daily; Hale N svers, Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn. 

Eldon Campbell, Westinghouse 
Stations; Howard M Chapin, 
Foods; J. B. Conley, KEX; John A. Cory, 
Free & Peters; Frank Coulter, Jr., Young 
& Rubicam: Wayne Coy, FCC; Joha 
Crandall, Sherman & Marquette; Lowrey 
H. Crites, General Mills 

Jane Daly, Earle Ludgin & Co.; 


Radio 


Duftield, WOWO; Mary Dunlavey, 
B. Cohen. 
E G Eisenmenger, Leo 
Evans, Westinghouse Radio Sta- 


Harry 


Walter 
tions 

Mildred Fulton, Biow 

Carl Georgi, J:., D. P. Brother & Co.; 
R. E. Gifford, General Motors; Patrick H 
Gorman, Philip Morris; Richard C. Gral, 
Wim. Esty; Robert M. Gray, Esso; Lloyd 
Griffin, Free & Peters 

Horace Hagedorn, Kiesewetter, Asso- 
ciates; Kathryn M. Hardig, Ralph H 
Jones Co.; Paul Holder, McCann-Ericksoa 

Ruth Jones, Benton & Bowles 

J. S. Keck, Henri, Hurst & McDonald; 
Nicholas Keesely, Lennen & Mitchell; Kay 
Kennelly, Olhan Advertising Co.; Lucy 
Kerwin, Kenyon & Eckhardt; Wilfred S 
King, J. M. Mathes; John Klatt, McCann- 
Erickson; Edgar Kobak, Business Con- 
sultant; John E. Kucera, Biow, 

Geneyieve Lemper, Foote, Cone & 
Belding 

Herbert C, Masse, WBZ-TV;: James V. 
McConnell, NBC; John McCorkle, Maxon; 


Thomas J McDermott, N Ww Ayer; 
Newman F McEvoy, Cunningham & 
| Walsh; George MecGivern, Frant; Jane 


McKendry, Needham, Louis and Brorby; 
( M Meehan, WBZ; Paul E Mills, 


WOWG; Martin J. Murphy, Young & 
Rubicam 

John C. Nayler, Jr., Gardner Advertis- | 
ing Co.; James J. Neale, Dancer-Fitzger- 


ald-Sample; Linnea Nelson, J Walter 
Thompson; Louis J. Nelson. Wade; J. H. 
North, Aubrey, Moore & Wallace 

Arthur Pardoll, Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles; Preston H. Peters, Free & 
Peters Curt Peterson, Marschaik and 
Pratt: Charles H. Philips, NBC; Elizabeth 
Powell, Geyer, Newell & Ganger; Robert 
H. Prigmore, KEX 

L. R Rawlins, KYW; Sherwood J 
Reekie, MacManus, John & Adams; R. G. 
Rettig. Whitehall Pharmacal; Robert M. 
Reuschle, MeCann-Erickson: Marion Reu- 
ter. Young & Rubicam; Ray H. Reynolds, 
Rogers & Smith: Harold R. Rorke, J. Wal- 
ter Thompson; George B. Rosen, Vartery 

Eienore Scanlon, Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborn; Stanley Schloeder, Ruth 


rauft? & Ryan; Regina Schuebel, Duane 
| Jones: Tucker Scott, Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn: Jones Scovern, 
Free & Peters; Lillian Selb, Foote, 


Cone & Belding; Jayne Shannon. J. Wal- 
ter Thompson: Holly Shively, Ruthrauft 
& Ryan; Frank Silvernail, Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn; Chester Slaybaugh, 
Morse International; F. M. Sloan, West- 
inghouse; W. C. Swartley, WBZ-A, WBZ- 
TV 


Sol Taishoff, Broadcasting; Robert H. 
Teter, KYW; Helen A. Thomas, Street & 
Finney; William T. Tieman, Atherton & 
Currier; George D. Tons, KDKA; Ken- 
neth Tergerson, Knox Reeves Advertis- 
ing. 

Evelyn Vanderploeg, Schwimmer & 
Scott; Frances Velthuys, Price, Robinson 
& Frank. 

Edward Whitley, Badger & Browning & 
Hersey; Charles M. Wilds, N. W. Ayer; 
Richard Wilson, Westinghouse Radio Sta- 
tions; Russel Woodward, Free & Peters. 


Pitt Ex-Model in AM-TYV 
Switch for ‘Mail Box’ Airer 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

Margaret Petyo, former model 
who did “The Charm School” pro- 
gram on WWSW for some time a 
couple of vears ago, has switched 
to teevee and is now running the 
daily ‘“‘Mail Box Magic” program 
on WDTV every weekday after- 
noon at 3:15. It’s sponsored by the 





_ Gaylord mail order outfit and was 


placed by Richard Lando agency. 

As a matter of fact, it was the 
first across-the-board live show on 
WDTYV after the station opened up 
its own studios. Miss Petyo is as- 
sisted by announcer Nick Perry 
and a model, Ida Wakefield. 


execs | 


Shangri - La” was 


Burnett; | 


‘Dale Quits DuMont Show 


For WCBS-TV Cross-Board 


| Singer Alan Dale is scheduled tao 
_ bow out of his current DuMont 
; show to launch a new cross-the- 
| board series on WCBS-TV, CBS’ 
|; outlet in N. Y. Series is to be 
slotted at 6:30 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays and will be either 
15 minutes or a_ half-hour in 


length, depending on other pro- 
| grams during the week. Dale will 


be backed by a girl singer and an 
instrumental trio, yet to be select- 
| ed, and will also have guest celebs 
from time to time. 

Singer will fill the spot being 
vacated by Bob Howard, who's 
exiting WCBS-TV after almost 
three years. Both Dale and How- 
ard, incidentally, are regular cast 
members on CBS’ “Sing It Again” 
simulcast. 


General 4 











| WIL 


William | 
!C. Dekker, McCann-Erickson; Robert G 











Ce Continued from page 35 
giving the outlet a program re- 
vamp, Starting with the new Bob 
Sweeney and Hal March 6:30-8:15 
a.m. disk jock show, which is a big 
coin outlay. Joe Franklin this week 
started an 11:15 p.m. to 12 mid- 
night platter-chutter stint from 
Jack Stark's restaurant, placed via 
William Warren, Jackson & Dela- 
ney. 

Besides having a local angling, 
new shows are being geared fot 
music and easy listening. Reason is 
that ABC research reveals that tele 
set owners, when they listen to 
AM, prefer musical offerings. Ober- 
felder feels that with tuners the 
station will be better able to 
weather tele inroads, Publicity, ex- 
ploitation, advertising and special 
events are also to be used to stress 
the new local format. 





Greensboro—NLRB election for 
announcers was ordered for WIBG, 
Philadelphia, not WBIG, Greens- 
boro, as erratumed in Variety, 
Nov. 29. WBIG is aot involved in 
a bargaining dispute. 











For Sponsorship ! ! 


SHIRLEY TEMPLE in 
“THE LITTLE WOMAN” 


30 Min. Situation Comedy 
Series, AM and TV 


"GEORGIE JESSEL TIME”’ 


New 15-min. Series—AM 


“KEEP UP WITH THE KIDS” 


Parent-Kid Quiz, AM and TV 
(Formerly on Mutual) 


PRESENTLY ON TV: 
“STAR OF THE FAMILY” 


with Morten Downey, C8$-TV 
(Created Format: 

















Contact: GON A. DAVIS 
PEERLESS FILM & RADIO PROD. 
in N.Y. In Hollywood 
CO §-2525 GL. $618 

















STARTING SATURDAY—DEC. 16 


“SEVEN COME 11:30" 


For a Pleasant Saturday Nightcap! 
wweRt 
NEW YORK 

Ed Cooper 

















PEABODY 
AWARD WINNER .. , 1953 


Seeks Job as Writer-Production Awe 
sistant in Radio-TV. 

Top Publicity, Magatrine, Newspaper, 
Film and Radio-TV experience. 


Write Box V-9277, Variety, 154 West 
46th Street, New York 19, 



































DANNY O'DAY 


“The Mahogany Kid" 
Assisted by JIMMY NELSON 
and his new pal 
HUMPHREY HIGSBY 


“'Neatest ventriloquism technique 
yet seen.’’—Variety 


“Nelson is perfection.” 
The Billboard 





OPENING 
Dec. 20—Hotel El Ranche Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nevede. 
Jan. W— Riverside 
Reno, Nevada. 
Feb. 1—Ciro’s—Hollywood 
and 
ROXY THEATRE, New York 


Casino 














cop of the ether.” But the big dif- 
ference is that the TV bootlegger 





is gasier to track down. You can 
see him. 





Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicage 
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ro of ‘a substantial number” of | 


VHF channels and “an adequate | 
number” of UHF. “I am aware, 
he said, “that once facilities have 
been made available, a great deal 
work Will have to be done be- 


| 


| 


f : wat. | 
f . firstrate educational and cul- 
ore “ | 
tural programs are presented to the 
pu 


he problem of financing will 
to be solved. Our educational 
tutions and community organi- 
will have to exercise great 
nation and initiative to meet 
» exacting needs of this new 
These problems can be 

i out in time. But any dis- 
of them now would seem 
e quite irrelevant, unless some | 
nerete plan can be drawn to 
cate television channels and sta- 
‘or the use of these groups.” 
O:hers from Congress who sup- 
ported the proposal were Senator- 
elect A. S. Monroney (D., Okla. ) 
Rep. John M. Verys (R., Ohio). 

Grownups Need Aid 

G ve Meany, secretary-treas- 
er of the American Federation 
urged in the event chan- 
reserved for education, 


Ke ¢ 


ei 


of Labor, 


rie are 
1 sponsorship of facilities be en- 
couraged “on the widest possible 
_, bv broadly representative 


( ttees, or under the joint aus- 
of several educational insti- 


testified that the use of 


on, so far, for general edu- 
cational and community programs 
‘ been, to say the least, rather 
limited.” He asked the FCC, in 
exercising its responsibility in al- 
locating TV channels, to ‘protect 


the nation’s children and its grown- 
ups from the over-commercializa- 
tion to which they are now sub- 
jected. We want our children to 
learn something more from tele- 
vision than singing commercials.” 
“by, associate professor 


Kermit 


of social seiences at the U. of 
Chicago, told the Commission that 
once channels are allocated, “spe- 
cit vyrants’ can be obtained for 
tations. “It might even be 


possible.” he said, “for other sister 
versities to do as Chancellor 

Robert) Hutchins did—de-empha- 
sive football in favor of adult educa- 
{ threugh television.” 

Eby thought “the publie would 
be the gainer if commercial tele- 
Vision received the stimulus of the 
competition of educational institu- 
Charles Russell, chairman of the 
Dept. of Education of the Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History in 
New York, said the museums of 
New York could cooperatively sup- 
port a non-commerical cultural sta- 
tion if a band were allocated. 

Union Pitch, Toe | 

Speaking in behalf of a group of 
Museums with a combined annual 
aitendance of 13,600,000 persons, 
he testified: “We are unanimously 
agreed that we appreciate’ the 
Values and needs for continued par- | 
Ucipation in commercial broadcast- 
Ing on TV, but feel with equal 
strength that there are further re- 
sponsibilities for cultural education 
Mat can only be developed through 
stations that are not devoted pri-, 


marily to commercial purposes, 
that are free from censorship, 
‘hich provide equal opportunity 


lor different points of view, and 
“re capable of presenting an un- 
or d view of our whole cultural 
lerifage.” 

Morris Novik, radio consultant 
'o Various union-owned | stations, | 
Suggested that the allocation of 
Channels for non-commercial sta- 
lions not be restricted to educa- 
‘ional institutions. “The best in- 
surance of better programming will | 
“ome.” he said, “when the diversi- 
ication of licensees includes not. 
only commercial TV broadcasters, | 
Non-commercial educational TV | 
broadcasters, but equally impor- | 
‘ant, non-profit public-interested 
‘'evision broadcasters. The Com- 
Mission should also consider the 
advisability of a reservation for 
‘hose who desire to operate TV 
‘'allons On a non-profit basis, such 
4s labor unions, who. may _ not 
hecessarily qualify as educational , 
broadcasters,” . 4 
Novik urged that the -Commis- 
1 not judge the educational ra- | 
~y Stations of 1950 with those of 
» Sears ago. “They have grown 
Pp. he said. “They have seen the 
7 .. . I dare say that budget- 
edueeteae for dollar, the 1950, 
ty cational and non-profit stations 
on any level, with all of the ob-' 
‘acles — parttime operation, day- 
ve operation, clear channel 


S 


Strong Support for Educ’l TV 


ees CONtinued from page 37 aoe 
da statement urging reserva- dimitation — can hold their heads 








high professionally, educationally 
and certainly public service-wise.” 





Robert Engler, of the National 
Farmers Union, told the Commis- | 
sion it would be a major step for- 
ward if it would take action “to| 
insure that the programs offered 
to the public would more accurate- | 
ly, than is true at present, reflect 
the diverse interest and tastes of 
our nation.” 

With their own stations, he sald, 
producers of educational programs 
“would no longer find themselves 
being squeezed out in face of the 
bids of high-powered and _ well- 
financed soap companies for de- 
sirable and expensive radio time.” 





Dallas—Bob Wills and his Texas 
Playboys will present a full-hour 
telecast Saturday nights direct 
from The Ranch House, which is 
owned and operated by Wills. In 
addition, Wills is heard in a two- 
hour jamboree on WFAA each 
Saturday night. 


600% Gain for Year In 
Minn. Household Sets 
Revealed in News Poll: 


Minneapolis, Dec. 12. 
Minneapolis Sunday Tribune 
poll, just completed, shows that 


of TV sets in Minnesota households 
increased from 19,500 to 125,900, 


| again of more than 600°. Poll also 


reveals that five out of every six 
TV sets in home use are concen- 
trated in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
metropolitan area—the Twin Cities 
and their suburbs—the_ indicated 
total in this area being 105,100 sets 
today, as compared with 18,000 a 
year ago. 

Poll points out that in the fall 
of 1949 approximately six families 
in every 100 in the Twin Cities area 


= 





| had TV sets, and another 17 fami- 


lies in every hundred reported they 
expected to buy sets in the year 
ahead. “That would have meant 
that 23% of the households in the 
area would have had TV sets this 
fall, but actually. latest survey find- 
ings are that 36° of the house- 
holds in the area now have TV 
sets,” the poll declares. 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Detroit—Direciors of WJR, the 


‘Goodwill Station, Inc., have voted 


a dividend of 40c a share to be 


‘paid Dec. 27 to shareholders of 
dising /record at the close of biz Dec. 18, 
| within 12 months’ time, the number 


it was announced by 


president 
John F., Patt. 


Albany—Michael Danyla, Jr., one- 
time Troy newspaperman, has been 
appointed continuity director for 
WPTR. He had recently been a 
salesman at WPTR. Danyla suc- 
ceeded Beth Lee, who resigned to 
freelance. Gus Dahns is a new ac- 
count man on WPTR: Bob Dare, 
Jr., a new studio engineer. 


Pittsburgh — Gwen Haaz has 
joined the KQV staff as assistant 
to comptroller Walter Jones, and 
Gloria Sokol is a new secretary in 
the sales department... Bill Bab- 
cock has landed a new five-minute 
news show every morning on 


| WJAS at 9:55 for a local brewery. | 


... Ed Bartell, former WPGH an- 
nouncer, has been hired by KQV 
to replace Al Nobel. He’s fallen 
heir to Nobel’s' old hour-long 
afternoon ‘Juke Box” program, 


| pleas court 


only now it’s known as the “Ed 
Bartell Show.” Nobel recently 
resigned when he was placed under 
exclusive contract by Wilkens 
Jewelry Co. for its TV and AM 
“Amateur Show”... B. J. Smart, 
of the WCAE staff, is daughter of 
Judge Walter Smart of common 
William Nesbit, 
formerly with WERE in Cleveland, 
has become a KDKA announcer, 
He replaces Phil Cross, who has 
gone with WWJ in Detroit. 





Pangborn Vice Halff As 
San Anton’ WOAI GM 
San Antonio, Dec. 12. 
Hugh A. L. Halff, prez and gen- 
2ral manager of WOAI and WOAI- 
TV here, will be succeeded by 


Arden X. Pangborn as general man- 


ager of the outlets, effective Jan, 
15. 

Halff retains presidency of 
Southland Industries, Inc., owners 
and operators of the AM and TV 
outlets. Pangborn comes here from 
Portland, Ore. 
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Give the Paying Public Its Music 


Straight, Vet Clyde McCoy Stresses 


| Best British Sheet Sellers 


| 
| 
' 
' 


(Week ending Dec. 2) 
London, Dec. 5. 
Rudolph Reindeer... Chappell 











Jocks, Jukes and Disks 








, Goodnight Irene. ..... Leeds | By HERM SCHOENFELD 

| Mona Lisa....... New World | se a on one ae ae ak ; 
y 1INN j andi DEN | ' Georgia Gibbs: “I Still Feel the “Guys and _ Dolls, has some 
By JOHN QUINN with couples standing 10 deep; yj qay 4 Puddy Tat..Connelly oe Me + You"-"Get Out Those| chances. Excellent number is de- 

fancas Citv. Dec. 12. around the bandstand. i ae , ;same About you - Ge u O80 | Fone ith : Pen 
Kansas City, ‘ pee : a Sam's Song@...<.....; Sterling eae “eae ee. livered with a good feel for the 
There’s no business like the He also believes in playing the Told Y¥ Leed | Old Records” (Coral). A strong! conse of the lyrics, Hugo Winter- 
ae , notes as they are written and in| Have I Told You...... e€eCS ‘coupling by a solid songstress. halter’s orch backing up with usual 


music business, and it needs noth- 


featuring the melody. The arrange- 





Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 


| Using the current Patti Page vogue 


competence. Bottom deck has a 


ing so much as to be treated like ments may be intricate and diifer- Autumn Leaves Maurice of duetting with herself, Miss Stronger potential. It’s a lightly 
a business. Such is the theme on ent, but his band always plays the Silver Dollar ..Pic Music — a bounced tune with a catching 
7 aod like Clyde Mc melody. People like to sing and Xmas in Killarney Connelly Gibbs sells “Same About You” on jqga 
. > ‘rs like ivae i oJ " . ] , Tt . ¢ ’ ’ 
which bandleade ie ; ; led hum to themselves as well as pick Ashes of Roses Connelly a slow, sinewy beat Tune has a lane Russell: “Can't Get 
Coy and Ralph Flanagan soundce¢ up the beat with their feet. he ex- Only Saw Him Once Unit big potential. “Records” is also Started’’-“Dear, Dear, Dear” (Lon- 
off here recently plained to a Kansas City Star re- handled okay but the Guy Lom- . hele spines, S90, Russell, 
Within recent months there nas pol ter. ; ; Second 12 bardo cut for Decca and Al Mor- “ = | “ — KCC o a out her 
arisen a cry from various sources There you have it: no duet but . site a gan’s version for London will be other p “gree assets, S 10WS a sur- 
capi ie *F a duo on the same theme. A vet- My (¢ hristmas Wish Reine tough to beat Owen Bradley Prisingly good voc al attack on this 
as to what’s wrong with the musi¢ eran of over 20 years, a brand new Orange Colored Sky. ..Morris combo backs Miss Gibbs in ace disk. She heaves over the stand- 
business, things are not as 8004 newcomer, both drawing big money lf I Were Blackbird Box & Cox style ard, “Started,” in a solid torch 
as they were a couple of years 880, jn the band business. Both seem to If | Loved You Williamson F k DeVol Orch: “Teardrops mood. In a change-of-pace, she 
and all that, according to McCoy, ¢think that playing for the public is Bewitched Sterling se og E yee “Tp a 8 rh yme bounces across a rhythm number 
veteran leader and “Sugar Blues’ the ke te. , Daddy's Little Girl Yale From My byes -"its a Lonesome on the reverse with lots of snap. 
ra ey re Keynote. Tena Tzena Tzen: Leeds Old rown iCapitol) Helen Solid iazz backer ke heel 
king. who just played his annual fzena Tzena Tzena seeds ce | Solid jazz backgrounds help 
nth-long stand in the Terrace We'll Keep a Welcome Cox O’Connell, former Tommy Dorsey - 
een gen ae nl bach a ° e In English Garden Sun vocalist who recently came out of Album Reviews 
rill ot otel Mueniebdach. Pie mates at Ab: nod tana : i . ; ‘ess 
: If there is something wrong MaMbDIen Finding ul Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo...Disney | retirement. continues to Canital Dinah Shore-Paul Lukas-Russell 
. ; . 4 , ih : ‘business Once in a While Magna with her latest side for Capitol. Nype-Galina Talva: “Call Me 
With che see Seo” os Dream is a Wish Disney Again working with Frank DeVol’s Mata (Winters gst ar Pt map 
one place the experts can look fot ElFlosos ay : ‘ ; sne} Iadam” (Victor). In pinchhitting 
og ‘ 3 —— . “ Sas 


the source of trouble is the orehs 





orch, she socks across “Teardrops” 


and feel that 


for the star in this otherwise origi- 


. ; ‘ e may ; 
Stuart Hamblen, Columbia Rec- with a bounce ~ nal cast album of “Call Me Mad- 
: . " ar va ali amvoien, lf) la 1e¢ ‘ 9 . } : : : < a « a Vie Wla 
themselves. In the period around aaa : eo : N It P dd T t 7 once again lift her to the top of the |“, 2 - om : ank Wiha 
the end of the late war, there was ords’ folk singer and composer, ove y ul y a une Seine votetiate’ ranks. She rates am, Dinah Shore may lack Ethel 
: be: ce who cleffed the current religioso ; aa te oe “N10; Merman’s verve and brass but she 
a good deal of veering off from the ey arn top billing right now. Oldie on the 


established beats, experimenting 


click, “It Is No Secret,” is finding , 


Surprise Click in Eng., 


flip is sharply arranged by DeVol 


adds to this set's musical quality. 
Miss Shore’s style is better keyed 


: “-_ rag his works in great demand cur- i ami ; ; : 
with stylized music, “ licks and en Bi Ba sich a Sania ae Bg eso Megptelien a aed to wax, although show-goers will 
improvising, in the belief it was Je Mee aan eae R ( I] Re t Makers handlins € Voce ikelv associate > ri i 
ee Richmond’s Cromwell Music re- e onne y orts fashion, " ee See ee ee 


what the public wanted. It didn't 

take long to find out that a little 

of that stuff goes a long way with 

the paying public, as McCoy sees it. 
Concert Styles 


cently picked up “The King of All 
Kings” while Duchess Music got 
the rights to ““My Life With You.” 

Duchess, which handles “Secret,” 
has also picked up four other Ham- 


British music publisher Reg 
Connelly (Campbell-Connelly and 
Connelly-Witmark) is in New York 
for two weeks, before meeting his 


Bobby Wayne: “The Vision of 
Bernadette’-“Ave Maria” (Lon- 
don). Wayne's delivery and back- 
ground production on “Bernadette” 
makes this deck one of standout 


tunes with Miss Merman’s stage de- 
livery. That’s particularly true of 
“The Hostess With the Mostest” 
and “Can You Use Any Money To- 
day.” On the ballads, however, 
such as “The Best Thing for You,” 


There is a place for the concert blen numbers for future release. wife in Nassau, B.W.I., for the entries in the current cycle of re- Miss Shore shows the superiority 
styles and unusual music, but it isidiilatiisiabbiiasiadDhcane Xmas holidays. They return to! ligieso numbers Wayne's pop of her pipes. Rest of the original 
is not for the general public. The A cNapegaee fa ear flavor against a church choir back-' cast registers well in this set with 
Kentons, Coles, Hermans, Shaws Grove Vs Glaser In New York thereafter for another ground make for a highly com- Paul Lukas’ pipes having compen- 
and the like have their place to be ie business sojourn before: returning mercial item. On the reverse. sating personality in his solo, “Wel- 
sure, but a comparative few of N.Y. Court Jan. 10 to Londoa Wayne shows excellent pipes in come to Lichtenburg.” and his du- 
those are enough to meet public The long-standing sui . tow a , _ his handling of the Bach-Gounod ets with Miss Shore. Russell Nype's 
demand for music out of this world. Grove ys Joe poral Suit of izzy Connelly reports a surprise hit “Aye Maria.” fine baritone shows up strongly on 

The stylized music is all right, 4, trial -_ Oe en nally comes for his new C-W firm in “I Taw a Kitty Kallen-Richard Hayes: “It “It’s a Lovely Day Today,” a duet 

le Sly pincer t _. to trial Jan. 10 in N. Y. supreme Puddy Tat.” a lisping throwaway 77 Secret”-“Ge Those Old With Galina Talva, who also sings 
but too often the musicians go for eoyrt Suit involves fees which sales . 4aY Is No Secret’”-“Get Out Those Ok oT} Seutina® taey tie tka” 
it more than the public. The earli- novelty from a Merrie Melodies Records” (Mercury). Another re- re Ocarina, ley Like € 


er trend gave a lot of young musi- 


leaders and sidemen alike, for he 
foots the total bill, the Tennessee 
trumpeter avers. 


‘Play to the Public’ 


“An awful lot of people in the 
band business can’t seem to get 
back. to that idea,’’ McCoy said. 
“They want to play like Kenton 
and get Lombardo money. Except 
for a few, it doesn’t work that way. 


Grove alleges Glaser did not pay 
him on bookings of Lionel Hamp- 





and Gus Fischer was unopposed for 
office of secretary-treasurer. 

Board members elected were Vic 
Mondello, Sam Tully, Hugh Mur- 
phy, Harry Zigman and Louis Wein- 
er. 


RIETY 


Se ee ie i en ee 


cartoon (Warner Bros.) which, be- 





Feel the Same About You,” they 
worked together with Teresa Brew- 
er on the London version of the 
number. Reed, incidentally, was 
pacted as a solo vocalist by Joe 
Delaney, Londo. artists and reper- 
tory chief, several months ago. 


10 Rest Sellers on Coin-Machines 


ligioso item on which there’s been 


even be a bit too flawlessly smooth 
for maximum impact. Flip is an- 
other pretty ballad nicely vocalled 
by Miss Hogan. 

Don Cornell: “Sue Me”-“Velvet 
, Lips” (Victor). Cornell's cut of 
“Sue Me,” from Frank Loesser’s 


Week of Dec .9 


0999 $4444644 64660 


is handled in rousing style by Pat 


Harrington, Ralph Chambers and 


: > wr ¥ ; he cause of the Mel Blanc interpreta- a stack of wax, “Secret” gets its 
cians the wrong idea, led them tO ton and Billy Holiday. tion on a Capitol recording. has’ freshest treatment in this duet, Jay Velie. Most of the 13 numbers 
believe modernized cleffings were ni on on a Capitol recording, has freshest treatment in this duet. : eg ee oe i telely 
for the public at large As a result Louis Nizer is legal rep in swept England. “Christmas in Kil- Hayes and Miss Kallen work nice- !" this five-c isk set Gpee Srey 
" t of sidemen todas “are off on Grove’s corner with Emil K. Ellis' !arney” is another current click ly together but it’s that Salvation — a eo gh oo 
ea SS ae is : ,. to act as trial attorney for Glaser, for the new firm which he and Army-type background that should Jay acktem Girects tne — 
a tangent from what is good sale- =a We ; , a a “Rarordc” ground orch and chorus. 
able ARS MeCoy points out head of the Associated Booking Herman Starr, head of WB music. sell this side Records” gets an- ‘ : a 
ag ying wa te : wd which are Corp. interests, had set up only a few’ Other solid slice on the reverse Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters- 
Aside from i: SER Wace One — months ago. with a warm ragtime flavor in the Dorothy Kirsten: “Mr. Music 
concert followers, the paying pub- H b EI ‘ Ni k oes: background. Number has big juke ‘Decea). Seven numbers from the 
lic pretty much wants its music - "ove ickerson potential. Jimmy Carroll orch Paramount pic, “Mr. Music,” scored 
straight. The old one-two beat, the Boston, Dec. 12 1e ; accomps by Johnny Burke and Van Heusen, 
: ‘ . 7 eo ‘ rT < . . ° 7 . . 
sweet melodies, the standard tunes Bert Nickerson, acting head of Reed Manning Double + Victor Young Orch: “Be My "e <p eg in this strong Decca 
é > curre ; are good a ; Ags Toes a)? _6orn “re n> set. Cresby delivers them all, team- 
and the, current een 600d Hub's Local No. 9, American Fed. As London Vocal Duet Love -' Too rouns (Decca, Sas Gan Aeneeee weaiee on 
> e , . P Bais : . riti as saa | saove, rom the Metro pic, “The ..;7. "S325 9) cow 8 36 
wants the kind of music he can eration of Musicians, since acci- Songwriting team of Don Reed Toast at Mew Orieens Ae an- High on the List,” and “Life Is 
ance h a little. reminisce dental deat] , ” ,, and Dick Manning are now dou- nee af Ui a So Peculiar” and with Dorothy Kir- 
dance to, hum a little, reminisce dental death of Ralph Scott, has pling as a vocal d other one of Victor Young’s smooth ia 9” 
‘ Laltig blic which bee lec 7 ling as a vocal duet on London, ~~ : ; sten on “Accidents Will Happen 
about, especially the public which been elected prez of the organiza- Records under the nom de disk 2!Ta"gements, with Louanne Ho- 24g «xtilady.” “Peculiar” and the 
pays at the ballroom, club and box- tion for the ensuing two-year term of the Two adams "| gan and Joe Graydon teaming on duet with ‘Miss Kirsten on “Acci- 
offices. This is the guy who should Pat LaSelva won the veepee post Cleffers of the new pop. “I Still the vocal against a string and gents” are the standout sides. Vie- 
> 97 7 ; * ieic > rar [a + , 2 ° a ‘ . ‘ » » . reor Nt aw A c ote ‘ “ve 
get major attention from musicians, over a field of seven candidates. choral background. Side may tor Young orch and the Ken Lane 


Singers furnish the backgrounds. 


Platter Pointers 


London Records has come up 
with a potential novelty click in 
“Hullabaloo,” delivered in boister- 
ous backroom style by The Buck- 
eye Boys ... Capitol’s version of 
the same number by Paul Neigh- 
bor’s orch which is also good but 
falls short of the rousing quality on 





ada oo ae ae ra suhiae 1. THE THING (3) (Hollis) 5... ...,, cccccees scccedoses FREE TEPTU. csccceccess«- COP the London side . . . Columbia has 
thet pave.” ; 2. TENNESSEE WALTZ (3) (Acuff-R) ...........0. seseccccee Patti Page ....se006...Mercuiy % | Added to its “Piano Moods’ series 
IP en db : 3. HA ’ 7 ; with long-play disks by Teddy Wil- 
Likewise, there’s plenty of room - HARBOR LIGHTS (8) (Chappell) ........ sécesksancaseceees Be B..si0ns Ce son and Jess Stacey, two standout 
- a = ry a a the ~— 4. ALL MY LOVE (14) (Mills) ......... eT ee rT eee ee ae caneees erty jazz keyboard artists. Lots of num- 
oO virtues of show business—to | ; 4 re bers are available for jock play in 
smile he _ — oe in a 5. NEVERTHELESS (6) (Chappell) ......... bo eeeeseeeeseseas a — Pi tnhonnene B dome these disks .. . Guy Lombardo has 
ceptable fashions, and play the; ¢ awn , 5 a : peg tape re a pleasing version of “Use Your 
notes like they are written. Some | ; 6. ORANGE COLORED SKY (7) (Frank) ceveecccesccesesee King Cole-Stan Kenton. Capitol 3 Imagination,” for Decca . . . Some 
major attention to plain, simple + > I LL NEV ER BE FREE (11) (Valando) ee ee Kay Starr Tenn, Ernie Capitol +. more brilliant chile rhythms by the 
facts such as these would go a long ~ 8. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (15) (Valando) .......+eeeeeeeee. Ames Bros. ‘an ... Coral 3 Perez Prado orch in “Mambo Del 
way towards re-attracting the mu- 4 wee i... eee ae Papelero” and “Cuban Mambo 
sic-follawing public. The orchestra ; 9. THINKING OF YOU (3) (Remick) __......... eter er waas rick oe eeccecees De cca (Vietor) Abbey Records has 
business could do a lot to pull it- Sos tte sitinen kek ee ie Fis ver. TeTT TT Teer \ ictor — a flock of sides by Lawrence 
self up by its own bootstraps by 4 . sa Ws E YOU (4) (Famous) ............... wae. GE BEEPS sk dcndeseca Capitol og —— ang his piano rolls = 
simply tending more to business, ; Second Group Slowing Bubbles * “Taat Old Cees 
according to McCoy. of Mine” +} _ 
: ; Mine” and other standards ... 
Always known as a good head in ¢ it te : nee i Ts! 
the music business, McCoy is par-| ¢ OH BABE (Alamo) ............ hie SOE EE. «+ a0 00: Corat “my Vou . A. a me Victor) 
ticularly hepped on the theme late- | 3 TO — . ae . oi ai tits i Louis Prima es eees Robin Hood -“ ce ‘yay ge dade el 
ly since he has had to make a num- R' THINK YOU’VE CHOSEN ME (Valando) (essesvessdsecss Bear Bowerd wees. Mercury novelty, “T Taut. I Taw 8 Pudcw 
ber of personnel changes because if THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) __ { Ames Bros. ée6eese Coral Tat,” which could be childish 
the boys just wouldn't measure up. | 4 Reh es. Decca enough to become a standout hit 
It’s a measure of more than just| $4 MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (Massey) ......... secessceeeeess Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbi Tondon) ; . . Oseag Brand's cut of 
the current instance, however, hej 3 aad ic Me Bi Miah. eek , “The Roving Kind” for a new la- 
is quick to point out. As a vet of | 1 4 BUSHEL AND A PECK (Morris) 0. .o.o6ooeoeeoecoccececce,. ) Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 3 bel, Crest, is not commercial from 
more than 20 years among topflig!it | z LA VIE EN = | Betty Hutton Perry Como. . Victor either a talent or technical point 
orchestra ranks, McCoy claims in | » ic 2 EN ROSE (13) (Harms) se eccccesecccccscccsecceess Lony Murtir Victor eee Magno Rem eng on cond 
his experience ther rer was ale a seiiititi eS Coie a. . se cli OP aes | ers some of superlative keyboar 
time when such practices weren't |¢ CCODNIGHT IRENE (17) (Spencer) ............sosescorsessee +} prone aimee ine weavers, Decca | artistry on “Red Sails in the Sun- 
; an Sais oat oe res «tere oes me set” and “Margie” for Mercury. . . 
ood for the music bu: Ss i . ‘ 4 : a ae . vs 
fhe men in en 2412 MONA LISA (20) (Paramount) ...... secevseescadnonenncesscess | gee meee ttee ess SAN @ | SNE eee cee — 
Flanagan is at the other end of |} paTRICIA (BVO) Neste Coe gees Bee... ie ee 
the scale, experience-wise, although | 2 eaiias & anes ree Vso s eset ee eeeeeneeeneees Perry Como ....ecee.... Victor '“Timeless” strongly for Columbia 
among the top name bands today | ¢ AT TLE DREAM (Words & Music) .........00.. eooes Frankie Loine ........Mercury Tiny Hill orch has two fine 
after a gn rise in less than| { MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) _...... sececeececesesees Vaughn Monroe . Victor sides in “Country Wedding Day” 
a year. Like McCoy, he too, has | ¢ we tet el and “Melange i * (Mercury) 
been forced to some personnel | ~ MUSIC MAESTRO PLEASE (6) (Bourne) ..........csscceeeeee.) prambic, Laine ........Mercury } Vie Schoen orch’s slice of “Walking 
changes, and sounded off in a sim-| 4 PETITE WALTZ (Duchess) UPORY METER. ..-00000.... Victor >| with the Blues” rates spins .. . 
flar vein when he played a one-_ Se eee Sere = 92 ehasitene steeeeesccccceseeeeesss Guy Lombardc ......... Decca Bill Kenny, of the Ink Spots, comes 
mighter at the Pla-Mor ballroom! ~ OUR LADY OF FATIMA (Robbins) | Kitty Kallen-R. Hayes Mercury J|UP With two religious songs, “The 
bere. A date which earned sock ¢ eS Decca ee s Prayer” and “Ave Maria 
Money, incidentally. + BONAPARTE’S . . in his usual tenor style (Decca) .. . 
Flanagan thinks a dance band 3 S RETREAT (10) (Acuft-R) .........sseeeseeeee. Kay Starr Capitol Eve Young delivers nicely on 


“Somewhere, Somehow, Someday,” 
backed by the Two Adams, for 
London. 


fhould play music for dancing and | + LFigures tn parertheses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) 
@ot try to put on a vaudeville show | POFFO 490600000050466666640666600608 FHSS HHFSFHESPP SPSS FFOO+ $6656664464646664 
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Plug’ Song Winning Disker Favor 
Instead of Former Exclusivity 


Recording executives in the pasty 
few weeks have begun to show a! 


preference for the “plug” song in- 
stead of that all-coveted “exclu- 
cive.” Thinking by artists and rep- 

rtoire staffers has undergone a 
chanee to the point where they 
are now insisting that a publisher 
throw his weight behind a song, 
rather than give it to the diskery 
on an exclusive basis and “see what 
happens.” 

The change, while a welcome one 
to major publishers, has brought 
to consciousness a problem that has 
been troubling most major pub- 
lishers in the past year or SO. 
Question is: What constitutes a 
plug campaign? The problem has 
been intensified by the success of 
new exploitation methods that 
many of the majors aren't equipped 
or ready to use, 

Change of thought by the a&r 
men about exclusives has come 


about mainly through the fact that | 


as a whole the system hasn't 
worked. The record men, in order 
to get out an exclusive, took songs 
that were of poorer quality, just 
«o long as they alone had them. 


A loss of face by top artists and | 
a loss of sales by the diskeries led | 


them to the conclusion that they 
would be better off recording a 
song that the other firms had, and 
competing on the basis of ability 
rather than exclusivity. Another 
consideration, of course—and a 
major one—was that if the weight 
‘Continued on page 62) 





Hill-Range Using 
Animated Vidpix To 
Exploit Their Songs 


Hill & Range is going into ani- 
mated vidpix as a song exploitation 
method on a big scale. 
a successful experiment with tele- 
vision cartoons of their ‘Frosty the 
Snowman,” they have just complet- 
ed a cartoon vidfilm of ‘Peter Cot- 








British music publisher 
Reg Connelly 
reevaluates 
The Disk as a Means to 
Promote Hit Songs 


x» * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Beneke Loses 
Miller Rights In 
Haynes Split 


Tex Beneke has split with his 
manager, Don Haynes, following 
termination of the bandleader’s 
exclusive contract with Master 
Musie Corp., jointly owned by 
both men and their wives. As a 


‘result of his pulling out of Master 


j Glenn 


Music, Beneke lost rights to the 
Miller arrangements in 
band’s library. These were with- 
drawn by Helen Miller, leader's 


, widow, who though not a member 


Following | 


tontail,” their spring plug song, | 


which they will distribute free to 
video stations all over the country. 

“Frosty” cartoon, which was dis- 
tributed free to every video sta- 
tion, was a three-minute, 16m film 
in Walt Disney animated style. 
Soundtrack was done in the capella 


method, in which voices are used | 


to sound like musical instruments, 
thus keeping the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians out of the pic- 
ture. 

_According to Hill & Range offi- 
clals, response of the stations and 
the publie “was terrific.” Carteon 
Was used as a spot, on adult shows, 
as a film feature filler and espe- 
Clally on kiddie shows. On some 
shows, soundtrack wasn’t used and 
live talent sang the song in accom- 
Ppaniment to the film. 

“Frosty,” incidentally, is the only 
new Christmas song this year that 
has developed into a full-scale hit. 
Gene Autry’s Columbia record has 
sold about 600,000 copies, and 
Other diskeries report strong sales 
on their versions. Song is among 
the top five on sheet sales. In ad- 
dition, an entire line of Frosty the 
Snowman toys are being marketed 
'n Major department stores. 





Decca Rushing Cast 
Album of ‘Guys’ 


With rave notices for the legit 
Musical, “Guys and Dolls,” on the 
record, Decca execs are rushing 
their original cast album of the 
musical with the hope that the 
“Wax set will repeat the click 
Scored by the cast album of “Okla- 
homa.” Both musicals are held to 
be similar from the point of view 
of wax sales because of their lack 
of top names. 

Decca, which cut the show 10 
days ago, is aiming to hit the 
counters next week in time to cash 
'n on the Christmas trade. Set is 
ing packaged in three speeds. 

‘th the long-play version on a 
l2-inch platter, 


of the corporation, received 25°% 
of the band’s profits through an 
arrangement whereby she leased 


the late batoneer’s original library 


to the orch. 


When Beneke took over the) 
Miller band in 1946, following the | 
bandleader’s death, it was owned | 


by Mrs. Miller and Haynes, with 
Beneke working on a salary deal. 
It was agreed when Beneke’s name 
superseded Miller's in band’s bill- 
ing that it would become his orch, 
with Mrs. Miller and Haynes shar- 
ing in the profits. Beneke and 
Haynes went on a 50-50 split of 
corp.’s remaining coin after Mrs. 
(Continued on page 60) 





Fran Warren Teamed 


With Pinza on Pic Score 


Fran Warren headed for the 
Coast this week to do an RCA Vic- 
tor album with Ezio Pinza around 
numbers from the Metro pic, “Mr. 
Imperium,” in which Pinza stars. 

Since the film score has only 
three tunes, the three disks in the 
Victor set will be backed by stand- 
ards, 


“Marek was accompanied by the 
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DECGA’S LEA 


A general 10c boost in the con- 
sumer cost of pop disks became a 
virtual certainty this week as 
major and indie companies indi- 
cated they would follow Decca’s 
lead in hiking prices. Decca took 
the initiative late last week under 
pressure of mounting material and 
production costs, and in anticipa- 
tion of a sweeping price freeze 
once the U. S. preparedness econ- 
omy starts rolling. 

Decca’s new price schedule is 
expected to set the pattern for the 
rest of the industry. Disk com- 
pany has raised its pop line from 
75¢ to 85c, plus 4c tax, for both 78 
and 45 rpm platters. In the 33 
rpm long-play field, Decca has 
boosted the price of its 10-inch 
disks from $2.85 to $3, without, as 
vet, revising prices of its longhair 
long-play line which currently 
sells at $3.85 and $4.85. New 


schedule goes into effect Friday | 


15). 

It's understood that Columbia 
will be among the first of the 
major companies to follow suit. 
Columbia reportedly will extend 
the price boost to include its long- 
hair LP line, although Col refuses | 
to comment on any aspect of its) 
price policy. | 

RCA Victor announced that it 
was “studying” the price question, 
but indicated it was favorably dis- 
posed to a price boost. Victor, like 
Columbia, is also reportedly con-' 
sidering a general hike that will 
include its Red Seal as well as p 
line. Among the specific prob- 
lems under Victor’s consideration | 
was the alignment of prices for its 

‘Continued on page 58) 
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Marek Named To — 


‘Suber, Elected Local 802 Prez, Mans 
Fight to Ban Disks on Radio, Video 





SONGSMITH 


Charles Tobias 
cautions his fellow ASCAPites 


Listen, You Dope, Ya! 
Do You Expect 
Utopia? 

* * * 
another byline piece in the 
upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


LP Price War 
By Retailers 
In N.Y. Spread 


While major record companies 
are planning price increases on all 
record lines, with minor firms set 
to follow suit, New York record 
retailers are in the midst of a 


price-cutiing war on long-playing 
\disks. The price war is a direct 











result of a court action two weeks | 


ago nixing Columbia’s attempt to 
enjoin several discount houses 
‘from retailing records below the 
| price set by a September fair 


| trades agreement. 


Retailing picture has major de- 
partment stores, chain stores and 
discount houses reducing their LP 


| pricetag by as much as 30°, with 


New Victor Post 


| 
In a move to strengthen the pro- 
motional and organizational phases 
of RCA Victor’s pop operations, | 
George R. Marek has been named | 
as overall artists and repertory | 
chief of the company’s longhair and | 
pop divisions. Marek, who has been | 
acting as head of the longhair de- | 
partment and assistant to general | 
manager Paul Barkmeier since 
joining Victor last March, moves 
into his new post Jan. 1. 
Creation of the new a&r post for 


wholesale shift of top Victor execs | 
from Camden to the N. Y. head- 
quarters. Move was made to bring 
together the company’s widely 
spread echelons with the aim of 
effecting a closer alliance between 
the creative and commercial ends 
of the Victor operation. Among 
the execs slated to headquarter in 
N. Y. shortly are Lawrence Ka- 
naga, general sales manager; David 

(Continued on page 58) j 


,Guy Lombardo will 


smaller but  well-located shops 
trying to hold the price line. A 
number of larger and staider re- 
tailers, chief among them the Lib- 


erty Music Shops, are also attempt- | 


‘Continued on page 64) 


Lombardo Breaks Up 
N. Y. Date With Concerts 


For the first time in recent years. 





Roosevelt Grill, N. Y., in the mid- 


‘dle of the winter season. Lombar- 


do is set for a concert tour that 


‘will take him away Feb. 17 for 10 


weeks. He returns for two months, 
however, beginning May 1. 

No replacement has yet been set 
for Lombardo. Hotel had talked to 
Sammy Kaye, but they couldn't get 
together on terms. Meanwhile, the 
Three Suns are set to go into the 
room for late winter and spring, 
but hotel will book a band in with 


‘them. None has been set to follow 


Lombardo after his June 30 clos- 
ing. 
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Following his election to the 
presidency of American Federation 
of Musicians’ Local 802 last week, 
Sam A. Suber declared that he 
planned to follow through to the 
hilt on the rank-and-file demands 
for a wholesale ban on use of disks 
on radio and television. Suber 


told Variety that he also planned « 


to extend the ban to all restaurants 
and cafes now using jukeboxes for 
dance music and would appeal to 
New York City authorities to il- 
legalize installation of jukeboxes in 
spots now holding cabaret licenses. 

Suber was elected to the New 
York Local’s top post in a near- 
complete victory for the adminis- 
tration’s Blue Ticket. Running in 
the place of Richard McCann, who 
resigned as prexy, Suber piled up 
3.750 votes against 3,200 votes for 
William Feinberg, Unity group’s 
candidate, and 2,150 for Al Ma- 
nuti, independent. Two other 
candidates in the field, Christos 
Vrionides and Murray Stark, re- 
ceived about 750 votes between 
them. 

Charles R. Iuuci, reelected sec- 
retary, led the Blue Ticket by 
amassing over 4,900 votes as 
against 3,000 for his nearest rival, 
Henry Maccaro on the Unity slate, 
and David Freed, indie candidate. 
Other top posts were won by Blue 
Ticket candidates Jack Downey, 
vice-prexy, and Jack Stein, treas- 
urer. 

Max L. Arons, one of the leaders 
of the Unity group, was one of the 
two members of his faction to es- 
cape defeat. Arons, @ popular fig- 


(Continued on page 62) ‘ 





Meyer Proposal Seen 
Having Inside Track 
With Writers on Payoff 


Writers classification committee 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers is 
continuing its intensive powwows 
on finding a substitute plan to the 
new and controversial 60-20-20 sys- 


_tem now in operation. It’s under- 


stood that the George Meyer plan, 
which gives increased weight to the 
factors of availability and seniority, 
has the inside track in the writers’ 
consideration, but the ASCAP com- 
mittee is leaving no stone unturned 
before submitting a new distribu- 
tion system to the Government. 

ASCAP'’s committee has arranged 
for Ned Washington, Coast cleffer, 
to come to New York in order to 
present his plan to a committee 
meeting today (Wed.). L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert, ASCAP’s Coast rep, has al- 
ready been in N. Y. for two months 
to attend the committee discus- 
sions. Meeting today will also hear 
plans to be submitted by Jacques 
Wolfe and Robert MacGimsey, in 
behalf of the standard writers, and 
by Mack David and Stanley Adams, 
for the pop writers. Otto Harbach, 
ASCAP prexy, is closely following 
the discussions. 

For the past few weeks, the clas- 
Sifications committee has’ been 
working continuously on the appor- 
tionment of the 12!2° fund, which 
was not distributed at the time of 
the last October dividend. Much 
of this coin has been apportioned 
to standard writers, many of whom 
have been badly hit by the new ac- 
cent on performances. 





T. Dorsey’s Reactivated 
Co. to Book His Band 


Following expiration of his Music 
Corp. of America contract last 
Thursday (7), Tommy Dorsey's of- 
fice announced the band will be 
booked through Dorsey’s reactivat- 
ed Tom-Dor Enterprises, with Lee 
Carroll, ex-MCA Coast one-night 
booker, handling the dates. 

Carroll is currently lining up 
dates, with the first location jobs 
beginning in January. Meanwhile, 
Dorsey will play a one-nighter Fri- 
day (15) at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y., for a private party of 


| insurance underwriters. 
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Strong Yuletide Disk-Sheet Selling 
Drowns Out Regular Pop Market 


A strong Christmas recording 
and sheet music trade has all but 
drowned out the regular pop mar- 
ket, with one notable exception. 
“Tennessee Waltz,” especially the 
Patti Page recording on Mercury, 
has withstood the Christmas rush 


and is registering heavy sales and | 


performances. 
Most pop tunes have been shoved 
out of the picture until after the 


New Year, however. And strangely | 


enough, most new Christmas and 
seasonal pops haven't been selling 
too strongly either. Most of the 
business is being racked up by 
songs that have become identified 
as Christmas standards, and, in 
the disk field, by Christmas pack- 
age items, likes Decca’s “A Crosby 
Christmas.” 

Standout among the new Christ- 


mas tunes from the point of view | 
of sheet and record sales and per- | 
Range’s 


formances is Hill & 
“Frosty the Snowman,” which has 
gotten major recording coverage 
and is among the top five sheet 
sellers. “Frosty” has 
itself as a near-standard 
much as “Rudolph the Rednosed 
Reindeer” did last year. 

Other new Christmas tunes 
which have been making some dent 
on the market are Remick’s 
“Christmas in Killarney,” mainly 
via Percy Faith’s Columbia version 


and Dennis Day’s slicing on Victor; | 


Billy Eckstine’s M-G-M record of 
“Blue Christmas,” and Mills 
Music’s “Sleigh Ride,” which Le- 


roy Anderson wrote last year but | 


which had lyrics by Mitchell 
Parish added this year. 


Strongest business, apart from | 
the album packages, is being | 
racked up by the standards. Most 


astonishing is St. Nicholas Music’s 
“Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer,” 
which this year is expected to 
double both its sheet and record 
sales of last year, when it was in- 
troduced. Already, Gene Autry’s 
Columbia version has hit the mil- 
lion mark in sales. Sheet sales 
this year will probably reach 400,- 
000, also twice that of last year. 

Irving Berlin's ‘‘White Christ- 
mas,” is, of course, among the top 
Christmas sellers and performance- 
garnerers, Others in strong con- 
tention are “Winter Wonderland” 
and “Let It Snow.” 

In the straight pop field, “Ten- 
nessee” is dominant, with Miss 
Page's disk having hit the 900,000 
mark. 
guin even more momentum after 
the end of the year. Other pops 
which started to move a couple of 
weeks ago have been pushed into 


the background, but it’s anticipated | defend the rival American Society St. Louis on Jan. 14 and another 
that these, too, will regain momen- | of Composers, Authors and Pub- in Miami Feb. 3. 


tum. Aside from that, diskeries 
have been saving mounds of pop 
niaterial for the end of the year, 


CAESAR MULLS SUIT VS. 
NEWSMAN ON RED ANGLE 


Lyricist-publisher Irving Caesar 
has contacted his lawyers, Schwartz 
& Frohlich, concerning possible 
legal action against Hearst col- 
umnist Frank Conniff over the 





latter's column in Monday's New . 
Column / 


York Journal-Amertcan. 
attacked Caesar personally and al- 
Jeged he was a pro-Communist in 
regard to the songwriter’s discus- 
sion of the world crisis _ last 
W ednesday (6) night on the Barry 
Gray program over WMCA. 

Caesar said no action would be 
taken until he secures a tape re- 
tording or transcription of the 
show, in which he discussed the 
Korean situation, He asserted that 
he was misquoted by Conniff, and 
that he stood by what he actually 
did say on the program. 


Cap Denied Judgment 


Vs. Mere on Masters 


_ Judge Gregory F. Noonan in 
N. Y. Federal court last week de- 
nied a motion made by Capitol 
Records for summary judgment 
against Mereury Records. Disk 
companies are vying for rights to 
& number of classical masters origi- 
nally pressed by Telefunken, Ger- 
man wax firm. 

Both Capitol and Mercury claim 
Sole ownership for use of the mas- 
ters in the U. S. Capitol’s suit 
and Mercury’s counter action will 





likely go to trial, inasmuch as | 
Judge Noonan has ruled that there | 


are 
determined. 


established | 
item, | 


Several issues of fact to be) 


+ 


Paris Conclave of Jazz 
Gets Longhair Preem 


Paris. Dec. 5. 





celin-Bertholot here. 
treated with longhair 
, Session was inaugurated by Pierre- 
Olivier Lapie, the Minister of Na- 
tional Education. It will mark the 
50th anni of jazz which is coinci- 
dental with the birth of Louis 
Satchmo Armstrong in New Or- 
leans. Also affiliated with the fes- 
tival is the World Congress of Hot 
Club Federations. 

There are daily showings of jam 
session films featuring Louis Arm- 
strong, Duke’ Ellington, Count 


Basie and other name bands. Jazz 
disks will be available to visitors. 





'Wallenstein’s Royalty 
Proposal Gets Brush 
From AFM Officials 


Proposal by Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonie Orchestra maestro Al- 
fred Wallenstein, that U. S. musi- 
|cians record at lower fees in re- 
‘turn for royalty payments on disks 
met a completely negative reac- 
tion from American Federation of 
Musicians circles this week. Wal- 
|lenstein made his suggestion at a 
Columbia Univ. forum Saturday 
|{9) as a way of beating competi- 
; tion from Europe in the longhair 
| field. 

Union officials declared 
,they would never give up their 
|current high standards on a gam- 
ble that the royalties would make 
up the difference. They pointed 
out that U. S. musicians would 
have to accept drastic cuts, rang- 
ing from 500° to 1,000, in or- 
ider to bring the level of U. S. 


‘rates down to the prevailing Eu-. 
Such a retreat, they | 


| ropean scales. 
| said, would not only be a blow 
|against the musicians, but the 
| whole U. S. trade union move- 
ment as well, , 

Sidney M. Kaye, general coun- 
,sel of Broadcast Music, Inc., ad- 


It's expected that it will | dressed the forum on the growth | 


,of the property right in intellee- 
| tual creations and analyzed the 
, functioning of the copyright law. 
At one point, Kaye was forced to 


| 
| 


lishers, when both BMI 
ASCAP were attacked for neglect- 
ing the serious composers, 


A conclave devoted to jazz music | 
opened Dec. 3 at the Centre Mar- | 
Jazz is to be | 
solemnity. | 


that. 


and | 


Top Songs on TV, 
(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Dec. 1-7 
‘Based on copyrighted Au- 
dience Coverage Index and 
|; Audience Trend Index, pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 
Ine., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director ) 
Button Up Overcoat Crawford 
Lovely Day Today..... Berlin 
Nevertheless Chappell 
Rudolph Reindeer. St. Nicholas 
eS A A ok cans ue Paxton 
5 Top Standards 
All Things You Are.Chappell | 
Baby Face .. 





| ...... Remick 
Give My Regards....... Vogel 
EVER oo a cca boars Famous 


Santa Claus Is Comin’.. . Feist 








London Maps 
Expansion In 


Longhair Field: 


las an 


RCA, Reconciled to Two Speeds, 
Abandons ‘Long-Playing 45° Plans 








Loesser Sued by Trio 
On ‘Bushel’ Writing 


Three songwriters who claim 
they authored “Bushel and a Peck,” 
unpublished copyrighted 
work, last week brought suit in N.Y 
Federal court against Frank Loes- 
ser, Susan Publications, Inc., Ed- 
win H. Morris & Co., Guys & Dolls 
Co., as well as various reco. ding 


outlets. Damages, an accounting 
and an injunction are asked. 
Plaintiffs are Edwin E. Holden, 
Charles S. English and Otto Nihoff. 
The trio, according to the com- 
plaint, wrote a number called 
“Bushel and a Peck” prior to July 
7, 1950. and copyrighted it as an 
unpublished work. 
that Loesser infringed upon the 
Holden-English-Nihoff song by 





London Records, which up to 
now has been only handling the 
i Classical music catalog of its par- | 
ent company, British Decea, is map- 
ping a major expansion into the 
longhair field on its own hook with | 
American symphony and concert | 
groups. Initial step in the new de- | 
parture was the inking of'the San 
|! Antonio symph orch, under Max 
| Reiter’s direction, and the Cincin- 
| nati symphony orch under the bat- 
|on of Thor Johnson and guest con- 
| ductors. 

London is bringing over British 
engineers and equipment in March 
to cut works by these longhair 
| groups under British Decea’s full 
| frequency range recording (FFRR) 
technique. Remy Farkas, London’s | 
, longhair repertory head. is han- | 
| dling the U. S. company’s entry | 
| into this field. 

As part of its new accent on 
American artists, London will also | 
release new works by American | 
composers Aaron Copland and} 
Samuel Barber next year. Barber | 
is cutting three of his symphonies | 
with the New Symphony Orchestra 
of London shortly. These disks will | 
be made under British Decca’s op- | 
eration. London Records has also | 
inked a fiock of singers from the | 
, La Seala Opera Co. in Italy. British | 
| Decca, meantime, has arranged to 
| wax the annual Wagnerian Fes- | 
|tival in Bayreuth, Germany, in, 








1951, 





Kosty’s Symph Concerts 
| Andre Kostelanetz will be guest 
-eonductor of the St. Louis Sympho- 
ny Orch in two concerts, one in 





His wife, coloratura Lily Pons, 
,will be guest soloist in the Miamt_ 
| concert. 


using the same title. Upon Loes- 
ser’s consent, the complaint alleges, 
Susan and Morris licensed the 
other defendants. 


Madriguera Band Set 
For Goodwill Tour Of 





+ RCA Victor has 


e 


companies, radio stations and TV} 


It’s charged | 





permanently i. 
, shelved its project to establish its rig 
/45 rpm system as the disk indus- ; 
try’s sole speed of the future via 
introduction of a 45 rpm platter 
that could play up to 25 minutes 
on one side. It’s understood that 
Victor, which put up a bitter strug- 
gle against the adoption of the 
33 rpm speed, is now reconciled 
to letting the latter system dom- 
inate the longhair field with 45s 
covering the pop field and longhair 
singles. 
Victor decided to call off the 45 
rpm push because of two reasons. 
Firstly, the shortage of materials 
due to the country’s military pro- 
gram has reduced the possibility 
of turning out the large quantities 
of new equipment that would be 
needed to play the larger-sized 45 
‘rpm disks. Secondly, equally im- 
portant, Victor fears a storm of 
public protest if it attempted to 
upset the status quo. With RCA 
currently battling Cclumbia Broad- 
‘casting System over their respec- 
tive color systems, Victor execs 
opine that one such fight at this 
time is enough. 
If the war economy doesn't block 
all advances in the disk industry, 
Victor strategy now tends towards 
ithe belief that recordings via tape 
will be the next big development 
in the disk industry. That, how- 


Latin America in Govt. Tie ever is @ project ‘of the future, 


Enric Madriguera orch has been 
set for a goodwill tour of Latin 
America, starting Jan. 30. Band has 
been invited by the governments of 
several South American countries 
to play at concerts, carnivals and 
government performances. Unit, 
currently at the Capitol theatre, 


N. Y.. leaves the country in mid- | 


January and is scheduled to return 
by the end of April. 


Band plays five weeks in Uru- 
guay, one or two weeks each in 
Brazil and Argentina. Plans also 
include appearances in the capitals 
of as many Latin American coun- 
tries as can be squeezed in. 

Invitations spring from the 
awarding of a scroll some four 
years ago by the Pan-American 
Union and the U. S. State Dept. 
to Madriguera for helping to intro- 
duce Latino music into the U. S. 


and for helping to cement inter- | 


American relations through music. 
Madriguera first came to the U. S. 
with a Cuban band in 1927; later 
he headed Columbia Records’ for- 
eign recording department. 





Decca Renews Jordan 

Louis Jordan has been inked to 
another three-year pact by Decca’s 
vice-prexy, Dave Kapp. 

Bandleader-vocalist recently 
wound up his 13th year with the 
company. 
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CHI LOCAL 10 GOES ON 
O-DAY WEEK DEC. 24 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 

Members of Local 10, AFM, will | 
go on five-day week Dec. 24 at 
same rates they now receive for 
six days, according to prexy James 
C. Petrillo. Union head explained _ 
action as ‘“spread-the-work move,” 
giving fill-in bands and small units 
more playing time. 

Hourly rates, Petrillo said, will 
be increased so that take - ho..A:e 
pay remains same. Former scale 
of $18 will be increased to $21.60, 
he said. Prexy recently boosted 
jobbing rates from $16 to $19 for 
three hours’ playing time at hotels 
and niteries, and $14 to $17 for 
major ballrooms. 





| Joseph N. Weber, Longtime | 
Prez of AFM, Dies on Coast | 
| 


| Joseph N. Weber, Hungarian- 
‘born musician who helped to or- 
ganize the American Federation of 


Musicians in 1896 before rising to 
the presidency in 1900 for a 40- 
‘year term in that office, died in 
retirement in Beverly Hills yester- 
‘day ‘Tues.) at the age of 86. 
Weber, who led the AFM through 
|four decades of struggles against 
various threats to “live” music, re- 
‘tired in 1940 in favor of the union’s 
‘present chief, James C. Petrillo. 
Then 76 years old, the AFM gave 
him the post of honorary president 


and general advisor at an annual 
stipend of $26,000, the same as i 
Petrillo’s salary. a 


Weber was the second AFM 
prexy, succeeding Owen Miller 
who, together with Weber, was 
chiefly instrumental in organizing 
the musicians union. When Weber 
assumed office in 1900, the AFM 
had a membership of 9,600 in 96 
locals. When he retired, the AFM’s 
membership had grown to 134,000 
in 723 locals. 
| Before the first World War, 
Weber led a successful struggle 
against the use of foreign contract : 
labor by winning a tightening of 
the immigration laws. His struggle 
against “canned music,” however, 
was not marked with success des- 
pite the AFM’s pouring of an esti- 
mated $1,000,000 into a campaign 
during the 1930s against sound * 
films. 
Weber served continuously in 
office except for a one-year leave 
of absence due to a nervous break- 
down. His method of organizing | 
musicians, via riding from towa™ 
to town on boxcars to save money, 
has become a legend among AFM 
veterans. His thick Hungarian ac- 
cent was another standout hallmark 
and it’s been said that when the 
AFM exec board wanted to jam 
through a resolution on a conven- 
‘tion floor, they kad Weber present 
it so that the delegates couldn't 
be too clear about the resolution’s 
/meaning. 








Weber is survived by his wife. 1 
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BIG SHOW’ SIGNOFF | 
COPPED BY LEEDS 


“May the Good Lord Bless and 
Keep You,” a signoff number com- 
posed by Meredith Willson for the 
NBC “The Big Show,” has been 
copped by Leeds Music following 
some hot bidding by leading pubs. 


It’s understood that Willson re- 
ceived a substantial advance, in 
the neighborhood of $3,000, for 


the tune 

Number rated big because of the 
unusual plug it gets each week on 
the NBC show, when all of the 
guestars sing it cooperatively, with 
each taking one bar Number is 
skedded for release on disks in mid- 
January 


Don Cherry Gets New | 
3-Year Decca Contract | 


Singer Don Cherry last week was 
awarded a new three-year contract | 
by Decca Records, replacing his old 
one, which had about 10 months to 
run. Terms of the new pact grant 
Cherry a “substantial increase.” 
Chief reason for the new setup is 
the successful sales of Cherry’s ver- 
sion of “Thinking of You.” 

In addition, the vocalist has been 
signed for an additional 13 weeks 
on ABC-TV’s “Penthouse Party.” 
Cherry, booked by Associated 
Booking Corp., is currently doing 
a round of theatre dates, and is 
prepping a tour of appearances 
through Decca to tie in with the 


company’s distribs in 25 cities. 


McAllister Leaves 
Col. for B&B Agcy.’ 


Ken McAllister last week re 
signed as director of advertising | 
and promotion for Columbia Rec- | 
ords to take an executive post with | 
Benton & Bowles advertising agen- 
cy. No replacement has yet been 
decided upon. Resignation is effec- 
tive Friday (15). 

McAllister has been with Colum- 
bia since 1941, and has been ad- 
vertising and promotion director, 
since January, 1949. 





Gardner to Apollo 
Apollo Records, N. Y., has signed 
coloratura June Gardner to a 
three-year contract. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Songwriter-publisher Irving Caesar and head of Tommy Dorsey's 
office, Irving Chezar, have been getting each other's mail for years, 
especially since they’re both located in the Brill building, N. Y. But 
last week they experienced an incident that topped all the others. 

Since reactivating his publishing outfit, Caesar has secured a reissue 
on Coral of an old Jimmy Dorsey Decca recording of “If I Forget You.” 
Caesar ordered 100 disks of the song, and the package arrived at the 
Dorsey office addressed to Chezar. ; 

Caesar's professional manager, Jack Fine, wondering what had hap- 
pened to the disks, checked with the Dorsey office and found the 
records there. But the office staff refused to give them up, pointing out 
that they had been addressed to Chezar. Finally, Fine convinced them 
the disks were his, and carried them off. Then, to cap it off, Fine dis- 


| covered that the song on the other side was “I Should Care,” which is 


published by Dorsey Bros. Music Co., which works out of Chezar’s 


office. 





Some of those classic swing arrangements from the band business’ 
heyday are beginning to find new uses and large new audiences. Tele- 
vision dancers are using the jump arrangements as background music 
for their terping, borrowing the original arrangements almost intact. 

Two of the chief users of swing for their terping are the Hamilton 
Trio of NBC-TV’s “Your Show of Shows” and the team of Jimmy 
Russell and Aura Vainio of “Garroway at Large,” also NBC. In the 


| past couple of weeks, the Hamilton unit has used the original recorded 


arrangements of Woody Herman's “Golden Wedding” and Artie Shaw's 
“Concerto for Clarinet,” while Russell & Vainio have used Tex Beneke’s 
“St. Louis Blues March” and Herman's “Bijou.” Hamilton arrange- 


| ments, in fact, are complete even to the long clarinet solos featured in 
| the originals. 


Upbeat in the nationwide acceptance of western and folk disks was 
highlighted. over last weekend when country artists were given guest 
spots on several bigtime radio and video shows originating in New 
York. Eddy Arnold, one of Victor's biggest sellers in the folk field, 
appeared on the NBC “The Big Show” while the Sons of the Pioneers, 
a western group, were spotted on the Arthur Murray TV show. 

Pioneers, incidentally, are slated to cut numbers together with Perry 
Como and the Fontane Sisters for Victor next week, further accenting 
the falling barriers between the pop and western disk formats. 

The click of Mercury’s cut of “Tennessee Waltz,” on which Patti 
Page sings the two-part harmony, is launching a new cycle of duets, 
or more, by single artists. Latest to come up is Georgia Gibbs, who 
duets with herself on “I Still Think the Same About You” for Coral. 
Technique of dubbing different takes onto one master isn’t new but 
promises to blossom out in force during the next few months, with a 
flock of other diskeries planning to use their top femme vocalists in 








| 


Similar form. 
parts for a guitar ensemble effect. 


Recently, Les Paul, on the Capitol label, played eight 





Originally written as a theme song for a Metro film, “Mrs. O’Malley 
and Mr. Malone” will get an all-out treatment in an effort. to make it 


one of the top novelty tunes of the year. 


M-G-M Records currently 


is working overtime to get platters on the market in time for Yule 


buying. 


Ditty, by Adolph Deutsch and Paul Webster, originally was 


used in the film of the same name, as a gag theme behind the main 


title credits. 
length. 


For popular consumption it has been expanded to full 





Col Building Jazz, 
jazz repertory. Columbia Records 
has wrapped up the Jimmy Rush- 
| ing orch for a couple of sides to 
/be etched next week. Formerly 
, vocalist with the Count Basie 
/orch, Rushirg includes several 
|sidemen from the old Basie band, 
{namely Buck Clayton, horn, and 
| Walter Page, bass. 


Columbia has also inked the 
| Slam Stewart trio for several sides. 


| 


BRITISH DECCA SETS UP 


Sets Rushing Orch NEW CO. IN GERMANY 


| In a buildup of its swing and 


British Decca has set up a new 
company in Germany to manufac- 
ture and distribute its own and 
Telefunken Records in Germany, 
New outfit, Teldec Records, is con- 
trolled jointly by British Decca and 
Swiss interests, with E. R. Lewis, 
British Decca serving as chairman 


' of the board. Martin Schwab, Tele- 


‘Stewart has been freelancing on, 


| disks recently. 
| 


Marek 


Continued from page 55 














J. Finn, ad-promotion chief; Rob- , 


|ert M. MacRae, merchandising 
| manager; Edward O. Welker, sales 
{planning manager, and Edward 
| Dodelin, field sales supervisor. 

| Under the new setup, Victor will 
be concentrated in the Interna- 
| tional Building of Radio City, with 
| suites to occupy the 32d floor. 
Company execs originally planned 
to move the platter execs into the 
24th street building, where the stu- 
dios are located, but space was not 
available. 

Marek’s appointment, it was an- 
nounced, will not affect the status 
of Charles Grean, who remains as 
repertory chief of the pop depart- 
| ment. Grean, who returns to the 
|N. Y. homeoffice Thursday follow- 
| ing a trip to the Coast, will per- 

form the same functions as before, 
with Marek supervising the busi- 
| ness end. 

| Marek, who was vice-prexy of 
the J. D. Tarcher ad agency before 
| joining Victor, will specialize in 
promoting the pop division via the 
mapping of sales and advertising 
campaigns in conjunction with the 





partment, Markew initiated the pol- 
icy of promotional tie-ins with the 
personal appearance tours of the 
top Red Seal artists. Payoff of the 
technique in the longhair field may 
cue its extension into the pop field, 
also under Marek’s guidance. 








| Joseph D’ Andrea, “society” 
bandleader, left Monday (11) for 
|an engagement at the 
| Islands hotel, in the Virgin Is- 
jlands, 


new releases. In the longhair de-| 


Virgin, 


funken vice-prexy, is vice-chairman 
of the new company. 

Disks released in Germany un- 
der the Decca label will be handled 
in the U.S. and Canada by British 
Decca’s U. S. subsid, London Rec- 
ords. Capitol Records, however, 
will continue to release the Tele 
funken company product in the 
U. S. under its deal with the latter 
company. 


| 


| 








Disk Price Rise 


Continued from page 55 











45 and 78 rpm albums once the 
singles are boosted. Currently, the 
price differential on the same 
selection favors the 45 rpm sets. 


General rise in the price of disks 
_is the first in the wax industry 
since 1943, when Deccg once again 
took the lead in boosting prices 
from 50c to 75¢c. Decca’s policy 
seven years ago paid off in a war- 
time spending era, when essential 
consumers goods were in_ short 
supply and customers bought prac- 
tically any disk in sight. 

Currently, however, retailers are 
not expressing any enthusiasm 
over the projected general price 
boost. Several retailers voiced the 
fear that their sales volume would 
fall off at the present time because 
the general inflationary pressure 
on the consumers now tends to 
squeeze out the so-called luxury 
items. Disk industry, however, is 
banking on the public’s adjust- 
ment to the higher prices over the 
next couple of months. 

Execs of the other platter com- 
panies, such as Capitol, M-G-M, 
| Mercury and smaller indies, are 
studying Decca’s move with the 
likelihood they will hike their 
prices shortly. In 1943 it took 
about six months for the whole in- 
dustry to fall in line on the higher 
} price level. 








Wednesday, December 13, 1950 


—— 





59 











> we 


ia la oe 
fe A atiot at onic ards ai ia 


‘se é6¢F 


et FS eUmn"hlUm UP 


Tm & ese 


o/s SS UN 


t wm bee 


—@ & .* 


20-3955—47-3955 (45 RPM) 


e 
e 
e 


Ss 


2 


= 
il 


‘es 
‘ 


is) 


—S@®oeae 





1a 


You pe: 
er 


EDDIE FISHER 


| ® RCA VICTOR Records ~ 








Wednesday, December 13, 1950 

































































































































































































































































































CA‘ 


© p EG 


= Sélling -Records | 


-America’ s- Fastest: 








attorney for Mrs. Miller, that hel 
wishes to continue a profit-sharing 
setup with her. However, no deal | 
has been worked out as yet. 

Beneke crew is currently play-| 
ing one-niters enroute to the Coast | 
for a five-week Palladium ballroom | 
engagement beginning Dec. 19. | 
Band is being booked by Music| 
Corp. of America, with Beneke | 
currently holding down the ane 
gerial chores. 


745 5th Ave. 


ARVELL SHAW VELMA MIDDLETON 
OASIS, LOS ANGELES, Dec. 15 thru Jan. 1 
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12 cities and showing com a =| 3 = Eiel Sia Elo 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z/'O! wl! iO ini#@#!lotea = in! & ~ 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
1 2 “Tennessee Waltz”—5534........ 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 2 7 90 
ALBUMS ~ PHIL HARRIS (Victor) 
2 1 “The Thing”’—20-3968B......... 3 212 232 13 § § 83 106 4 gg 
~~ GENE AUTRY (Columbia) 
' 3 12 “Rudolph Reindeer’—38610..... © @ Bg x a ee ee 1 1 ‘64 
. « » Songs from G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col.) 
4 - “My Heart Cries For You”—39067 + 4 .. 6 ona mga GS 5 35 
4 | ~ SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) ; 
f f 5 4 “Harbor Lights” —38963 Terre 10 eA area er 1 5 : oe ee 32 
~ BING CROSBY (Decca) ‘i 
6 16 “Harbor Lights”—27219  essecees oo. eee 3 ie ee ae, ee eee 24 
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7 3 “Bushel and a Peck’ lamEGEBeGecs 0 «as #0 20 os 6s 6 . a, Pee 8 21 
, PE RRY COMO (Victor) 
Now ... By Popular Demand! 84 7  “Patricia”—20-3905 ............ g : y 6 8B 17 
~ —s« SO. STAFFORD (Columbia) : : ia 
8B 17 “Tennessee Waltz”’—39065....... oa i ae ee a ee ee a ee ee 
ME MADAM” ~~ P)ON CHERRY (Decca) — % 
l2 SONGS FROM CALL SA § “Thinking Of You’ ’"—27128 err. 2 ae ee ee ee ee 4 Wis 4 gl os 16 
. 9B 15 “Be My Love”’—10-1561A........ .. ma “a . ae eS ee eS eee 
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a MARINERS (Columbia) 
Selections Include: ‘ 10 “Lady of Fatima”—39042....... ae ae ae eee i ne 
The Hostess With the Mostes' On the Ball ETHEL MERMAN and PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
Can You Use Any Money Today? GORDON JENKINS 114A 7 “All My Love” —5455. se eeeteees 6 Pg aoe eer eee 11 
=a eee -———pEAN MARTIN (Capitol) ; 
si sic Aisin: Whee . 11B 6 “Stl Always Leve You"—1028... .. 8 .. .. @ .. «2 os os «oe B «oe 
The Best Thing for You ci i Bo coe ON tnd ee 
i ETHEL MERMAN d GORDON JENKINS KAY STARR-T. ERNIE (Capitol) 
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Decca 27357 and *9-27357 G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col.) 
snetinetetiomnia — 15 “Roving Kind”’—39067.......... a a ee, ee a ee a ee ee 7 
eer . BING CROSBY (Decca) 
i GORDON JENKINS aa 1s ” n> es 
They Like Ike Decco 27358 and °9-27358 16 ‘Silent Night —237 v7 See eee a ae ae ee ee ey ee eS ee 6 
*Indicates 45 RPM Version DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
; 17...‘ “If I Were A Bell”—39031....... a a ee a ae a ee 
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ai ae —_ 18B “Think You’ve Chosen Me’—5517 .. .. .. «. 8 1.) wk ce cw ce ee ee 3 
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Selected SONGS FROM CALL ME MADAM Label nr — — ne on vom 
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| VOICE OF XTABY 
i FIVE TOP worDs 
~ The Best Thing for You ETHEL MERMAN and Broadway Cas} Bing Crosby Ethel M 
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Something to Dance About ETHEL MERMAN with GORDON JENKINS _ ; 
Decca 27317 and *9-27317 SS . a = a rn = 
a — | Decea shifted distribs in Toledo " Pelemmnste Records, N. Y. classi- 
It's a Lovely Day Today DICK HAYMES and EILEEN WILSON from Kane Co. to the Benarr Dis-| cal LP diskery, has Poe the 
Once Upon a Time Toda DICK HAYMES | tribution outfit. ' WQXR, N. Y., String uartet. 
" E Decca 27318 and *9-27318 | Beneke Loses _ 
Renee * to the Music of ) The Ocarina | Continued from page 55 | 0 a a an ae «an a ee 
(1) It's a Lovely Day Today Decca 27319 and *9-27319 | | Miller had received her cut. In| 9 » 
iti » > > at s 8 
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DL 5304 ©10-in. Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record ® Price $2.85 of business necessities. | m fe 
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After 15 Years | am finally 
out of the clutches of 


YOU KNOW WHO. 


| am being Booked exclusively by. . . 


TOMDOR ENTERPRISES, Inc. 


1619 Broadway - Circle 6-4865 + New York 19,N. Y. 
~ for all available dates please contact the above. 
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Loft Reportedly Gets 
‘Substantial’ Payoff In 
Campbell Settlement 


Partnership dispute between 
Solly Loft and Nick Campbell, 
which has been threshing about in 
N. Y. supreme court for more than 
a year, has been settled and dis- 


when Campbell assertedly “fired” 
Loft. 

Loft’s version of the discord is 
that he and Campbell had been in 
business together prior to July 1, 
1948, under the name of Campbell 
Music. On that date, the partner- 
ship was dissolved. Campbell is 
said to have agreed to pay Loft 
' $3,500 in installments. When 
| Campbell later brought Loft back 
{into his organization, the $3,500 
| represented Loft’s new interest in 





AUTRY-STAFFORD IN 
COL. POP TEAMING 


| Columbia Records has teamed 
'Gene Autry and Jo Stafford on a 
couple of pops, “My Heart Cries 
for You” and “Teardrops from My 
Eyes.” Pair will probably combine 
on pops in future. 

Waxing of “Heart,” incidentally, 
is unusual for Columbia since the 
diskery has already released one 


} 


Blind Femme Composer’s 
Tune Bought by Marks 


Cleveland, Dec, 12. 
Mrs. Irene Kitchings, blind re- 
tired musician who Once toured in 
‘her own orchestra under name of 
Irene Wilson, is shortly hav‘ng one 
of her own ald ballads published 
by Edward B. Marks Co. Tune, 





continued, according to papers | a fresh partnership. However, this pop version of the song, by Guy | “Some Other Spring,” was written 
filed with the court by the liti-! association was broken by the Oct. |Mitchell and Mitch Miller's orch.| by her back in 1940 and recorded 


gants’ attorneys. Loft brought suit 
against Campbell after the latter 
allegedly refused to permit him to 


participate in the operation of 
Campbell Music and Cornell Mu- 
sic 


While terms of the settlement 


were undisclosed, it’s understood | Aythors and Publishers won a sum- | 


that Campbell turned over a “sub- 
stantial” sum to Loft. In Loft’s 
O¥iginal complaint, he sought to be 
declared a full partner in Camp- 
bell and Cornell. In addition, an 
accounting of the two firms’ finan- 
tial operations was also asked. 
Impasse between the individuals 
came to a boil on Oct. 7, 1949, 


7, 1949, “firing.” 


'ASCAP Wins 2G Verdict 
Vs. Defunct Paradise Cafe 


American Society of Composers, 





| (Tues.) in N.Y. supreme court 


| against the defunct Broadway nit- 
|ery, the Paradise, operated by Paul 
| Schlosser and Beckman & Pransky. 
| ASCAP charged the nitery ops 
| with failure to pay music perform- 
‘ance license fees. 











|mary judgment of $2,000 yesterday | 


yoecord 


~~ report 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS 








IN + iT iS NO SECRET 
Stuart Hamblen 


(Victor) are in demand; and Ozie Waters | 
(Coral) is up with the winners, 


HEAVY 
DEMAND 
"pick"; Elton 
BILLBOARD'S *” HOT ROD RACE 
CHOICE 


Lad 


novelty. 


SPIKE > ¢ 


JONES 
CLICK 
sales. 


BREAKING *« IF YOU'VE GOT THE MONEY, I'VE GOT THE TIME | 
(Peer)—Breaking big and comes out of the 


BIG 
folk category 


bia) release in the van. 


lists this among "Tomorrow's Hits." Tiny 
Hill (Merucury) and Arkie Shilley (Gilt 
Edge) were first out with this 


(Duchéss)—In the wake of 


*s (Columbia) smash, others 
are hitting the wave. The three Suns (Vic- 
tor) have a great disc; Bob Houston (Lon- 
don) rates “Sleeper of the Week" from Cash 
Box; Bill Kenny (Decca) lands a Billboard 


| 
} 


Britt and Rosalie Allen 


xe & k& & & & 
(Four Star) — Billboard 








| 


*"hot® 


* & & & & 


MOMMY WON’T YOU BUY A BABY BROTHER 
(Arena Stars)—Spike Jones (Victor) is 
riding high and alone with this ditty which 
is giving "THE THING"® a close race in 


6 kekkket 


with Jo Stafford'’s (Colum- 
Among 14 lubels 


are top-ranking versions by Texas Jim Rob- 


ertson (Victor), 


Ernie Lee (Mercury), 


June Hutton (Decca), Joan Shaw (MGM) and 


Kenny Roberts 


DRAWS ++ A MAN AIN‘T NOTHIN’ BUT A WOLF (Duchess) — | 
Margaret Whiting (Capitol) introduces a 


FAVOR 
tune that has 


where. 


DOWBEAT — AIN'T IT AWFUL 
freshness try spinning Art Van Damme's 


SAYS 


(Coral). - 
ze ekekekt 


been drawing favor every- 


x*nweekekkt 
(Beechwood)—For novelty 


(Capitol) platter. Downbeat rates it four 


° @ jazz 


calypso played with great distinction... 
lots of humor and displays Art's flashy 


eek & & & 


T ‘* WHO KICKED THE LIGHT PLUG (Out of the Socket) 


oe i) 
TOPS checks, “tops,” and says ".. 
accordion technique.”® 
“BES 
BET" 


(Tri-Boro)—Dolores Dell (Jubilee) and 


her Two Sparks introduce aclever and amus- 
ing novelty with bounce. A Cash Box "Best 


Bet." Tune 


also provides Betty Hutton 


(Victor) with a strong vehicle. 


xe ek k kk 


POTENTIAL % LOUVISA (Wemar)—"A new ballad with a lot 


of potential 


is dished up here by George 


Nolan,” (National) is how Cash Box calls 
attention to this likely item. Try it out. 


ca keke he 
HAIR CHARTREUSE (Goday) — 


Another of those hot jump ditties by the 
one and only Louis Jordan (Decca) in his 


Gordon MacRae (Capitol) and 


the Ewing Sisters with Frank DeVol's Orch. 


on another platter that will go. 


| HOT 4 YOU DYED YOU 
, NOVELTY 
ww ‘ 
sump best groove, 
give the tune 
OMe 
Ay \ 7 
OO. Broanc 
4 107 & 


TaAurtisa ty : 
7 td 


their own special treatment 


ast. Music, Inc.’ 


580 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19 N.Y 
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|It’s not often that Columbia cuts 
}a pop more than one way, espe- 
|cially where the artists concerned 
'are pop artists. 


Seattle Symnh Cancels 
Concert in Season Crisis 


Seattle, Dec. 12. 
The Seattle Symphony Orchestra 
cancelled its Monday (11) subscrip- 





tion cencert here because the or- | 


chestra’s sustaining fund reserve 
has been depleted, and there is 
some chance that the entire season 
may be nixed. 

Concerts so far this season have 
had the largest audiences ever, but 
admission charges as low as 50c. 
per concert are blamed for the 
financial crisis. John H. Hauberg, 
Jr., executive vice-president of the 
orchestra, says that all funds left 
are season ticket receipts and he 
said that that fund would not be 
tapped further. He also said: ““We 
raise the money to complete the 
season or we have none at all. The 
whole symphony is off until money 
is raised.” 





Walker Catches Vauders, 
Signs "Em for M-G-M 


A vaudeville vocal duo was 


| signed to an M-G-M recording con- | 


tract after the company’s general 
manager, Frank Walker, caught 
the pair’s routine at the Palace 
theatre on Broadway. Paul Sears 


'and Johnny Heymer, the singers, 
| will cut their first sides for the 
plattery at the beginning of the, 
| year. 
M-G-M also announced the pact- 
Edwards, | 


ing of vocalist Tommy 
who has already recorded his first 
sides for January release. 


Sacks, Durante Huddle 


Manie Sacks, RCA artists rela- 
tions vice-prexy, planes to Chicago 
tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Jimmy Durante and a general 0.0. 
of the Chi talent picture. 

Sacks will return to New York 
| next week. 








Charles H. Hansen Music Co. 
bringing out “Norman Broken- 
shire’s Barber Shop Songs” this 
week. Tome contains some 20 
standards selected by the radio 


announcer, e 


Plug Song | 


Continued from page 55 jee 

















of a publisher campaign were 
thrown behind a good song, all 
the record companies would, in the 
long run, come out ahead. 
What Is the Plug Song 

Major publishers, while willing 
to back their songs, have run head- 
on into the problem of what con- 
stitutes a plug campaign. It’s al- 
ready accepted by publishers that 
radio remotes have lost their im- 
pact and that radio commercial 
shows are more important for the 
performance coin they provide than 
for actual exploitation methods. As 
for television, it’s still, in the main, 
an unproven exploitation field. 


Most publishers today have been 
convinced by the methods exempli- 
fied by Howie Richmond that the 
key to exploitation is disk jockey 
contacting. Richmond, who former- 
ily was disk promoter, applied this 
|method almost exclusively to his 
‘publishing activities, with great 
success. He went after disk jockeys 
alone, disregarding radio and video 
plugs. In the end, he got more than 
| his share of radio and teevee per- 
| formances. 
| The publishers, almost wearily, 
/admit that with the proper record 
interpretation, a good song can be 
,made a hit via the disk jockey. 
| Most of the older outfits, however, 





.| aren't geared to this type of ex- 


| ploitation and won’t be for some 
time, Practically all of them de- 
plore the method, since it leaves 
judgment over the quality of a song 
to the deejay, in most cases a lay- 
man. But all the publishers admit 
| that eventually they’ll have to use 
|that type of operation, unless tele- 
vision becomes a proven hitmaker. 


| by Billie Holiday and Teddy Wil- 
son for Columbia, but was never 
released. 

Arthur Herzog, Jr., composer’s 
friend, who wrote lyrics for the 
| number, was chiefly responsible for 
taking it off shelf and selling it to 
Marks. Herzog also got Columbia 
re-interested in the ballad, which 
wasn't considered to have enough 
sales appeal in the early 1940s. 
Holiday and Wilson platters are to 
be released shortly. 





A number of other old friends of 


Mrs. Kitchings, former wife of 
Teddy King, jazz pianist, are com- 
ing to her rescue upon hearing she 
has been blind for several years. 
Doctors who examined her say 


i 
| 
| 


hope for a cure lies in cortisone | 


Disk Execs, Maestri 
Named Judges In 
Nat’! Music Contest 


A number of top recording exec- 
utives and conductors have agreed 
to act as judges in the projected 
nationwide music contests being 
planned by Jack Robbins and 
Paul Whiteman. Under the plan, 
students in American high schools, 
colleges and universities would 
submit musical compositions, best 
of which would be published by a 
firm, as yet unnamed, owned by 
Robbins and Whiteman. 


Already set to act as judges are 
Whiteman, conductors Andre Kos- 
telanetz and Russ Case, and artists 
and repertoire men Mitch Miller 
of Columbia Records and Tootie 
Camarata, formerly with London. 
Currently being contacted on the 
preject are Gordon Jenkins, Hugo 
Winterhalter and Mercury’s Coast 
a&r man, Harry Geller. 

Project, according to Robbins, is 
to stimulate the development of 
authentic American composers. 
“With exceptions like George 
Gershwin and Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein we have no composers 
who have captured the basic folk 
melodies of the American spirit 


and special treatment at Johns | and culture. We've got men like 
Hopkins hospital in BaltimorerHer | Ferdi Grofe, Morton Gould and 
second husband, Elden Kitchings, | Leroy Anderson who have caught 
an Ohio state probation officer, has some of the American spirit, but 
spent all his money trying to have | their works aren't basically drawn 


for talks with | 


her cured here. 

With some _ advance _ royalty 
checks beginning to roll in, the 
composer is now beginning to bank 
'more strongly on that long-post- 
|poned trip to the Baltimore hos- 
pital. It may come sooner than she 
expects, since Benny Goodman is 
reported to be planning a wax ver- 
sion on “Some Other Spring.” 
After looking it over on a recent 
trip here, Austin Powell and his 
| Cats and Fiddle unit made a Decca 
recording of it last week. Billy 
Eckstine is said to be interested, 
too, in the ballad, which local pro- 


fessionals are dubbing the “S.O.S. 


Song.” 





Kalmanoff-Baer Tunes In 


| 





N.Y. Town Hall Concert | 


Kalmanoff will be featured tonight 
(Wed.) at Times Hall, N. Y. About 


half the tunes in the program are 
music set to the poems of Atra 
| Baer, daughter of Arthur “Bugs” 
Baer, Hearst columnist. Miss Baer 
is Kalmanoff’s wife and is herself 
|a reporter on the N. Y. Journal- 
American. 

Also on the program are the 
song-cycle, “Metropolitan Folk- 
Songs,”" written by Miss Baer at 
her father’s suggestion and dedi- 
| cated to him, and excerpts from the 


contest, “Fit for a King,”’ music of 
which is by Kalmanoff and lyrics 
by Miss Baer. 


Program of the songs of Martin 


Featured artists are | 


from folk lore and folk melody,” 
Robbins declares. 

“As for the more serious con- 
temporaries,” he goes on, “they 
haven’t been able to cut their ties 
to European culture. Their music 
is still fashioned after that of Eu- 
rope. We've got to develop come 
posers to write American music.” 

Under the project, a prize would 
be given for three compositions 
each year, one for solo instrument, 
one for band and one for orches- 
tra. More important, the works 
would be recorded and played, 
since recording execs and con- 
ductors would be sitting as judges. 
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Hear PHIL HARRIS on RCA Victor 
HOLLIS MUSIC, INC 
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soprano Nancy Kenyon and bari- 


| winner of the Robert Merrill opera 


tone James Beni, with Kalmanoff 
accompanying on piano. 


SPA Elects Alter 


} 





Lou Alter last week was elected | 
| to the 21-man council of Songwrit- | 


| ers Protective Assn., replacing Ray 
' Henderson, who resigned because 
| of other activities. 

Henderson was reelected to a 
three-year term at the beginning of 
November, 


| 
| Suber Elected 
| Continued from page 55 
jure in the union’s ranks, 
‘named one of the local’s nine-man 
‘exec board. In getting elected, 
| Arons received the second highest 
| total, 4,700 votes. Cal Fleisig also 
| blocked the incumbent sweep by 
| being elected to the nine-man trial 
| board. 
| The administration also won the 
| key posts of delegates to the next 
AFM international convention, 
with Iucci and Stein getting the 
nod. Iucci and Jerry Alexander 
| were named delegates to the Cen- 
|tral Trades and Labor Council, and 
Jack Fidelman was elected dele- 
gate to the United Hebrew Trades. 
Less than 10,000 of the union's 
regular membership of 30,000 cast 
votes last Thursday (7) but the dis- 
appointing turnout was ascribed to 
the bad weather. Although one of 
the 80 voting machines broke down 
during the balloting, no other in- 
cidents were. reported in one of 
the most peaceful elections in the 
local’s history, 
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1619 Broadway New York 19 
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NEW REVIVALS 


‘I Don’t Mind 
Being All Alone’ 


‘Exactly Like You’ 
— 


Standards by 














Jimmy McHugh 











DREAM AWHILE 


recorded and featured by 
FRANK DE VOL & HIS ORCH, 
Capitot 
RICHARD HAYES—KITTY KALLEN 
Mercury 
THE INK SPOTS 
Decca 
HERB LANCE 
Columbie 
VAUGHN MONROE 
RCA Victor 


MEL TORME 
M.G-M 
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THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE FOR 


PEGGY LEE 


and the DAVE BARBOUR ouartet f 
: at the : w///, 


~ \ World Famous Cocoanut Grove ph yy 


in the AMBASSADOR HOTEL, LOS ANGELES 22." 


























“We feel that Peggy Lee and the Dave Barboyr Quartet 
have scored a great personal triumph in our Cocoanut Grove.” 


Ashton A. Stanley, Manager 
Los Angeles Ambassador Hotel 


Press Relations 


Personal Managément . CENERAL ARTISTS CO senne sncueies. 
CARLOS GASTEL aL eNOS Caeser GENE HOWARD 
cideniteiaieiniimnia sateiniientaiion MILTON KARLE k 
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On the Upbeat 





. Carroll, opera singer who has been 
New York |teaming with Harpo Marx, leaves 
publishing execs | for Europe later this month to wax 
Florida vacations! @ set of arias for Remington Rec- 


Number of 
heading for 





aay as time. They in- ords .. . Stan Kenton orch, follow- 
around Christmas time. y ing a two-week stand at the Rustic 
clude Jack Bregman, of Bregman.' Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J., hit 


Voeco & Conn; Murray Luth of the road on a one-nighter swing 
Paramount, 3ernie Pollock of | through New England. Band opens 
Mills, and Mark Schreck of South- | at the Click, Philadelphia, Dec. 20 
ern. Songwriter Bernie Wayne off; | | June Hutton booked into N. Y. 
on South American cruise Dec. 21) Paramount early next year .. . 

Contactman Bob Baumgart! Nellie Lutcher to Hollywood fol- 


switched from Mutual Music | lowing windup of her date at the 
to Chappell Jack Osfeld,| Harlem Club, Philadelphia, last 
vet contactman, in Rooseveit weekend ... John Kirby’s Carne- 
hospital with heart attack, gie Hall concert, Dec. 22, with | 
second in the Nast couple , Juanita Halli, will be beamed to} 
of years . . Sam Donahue, with’ Korea by Armed Service Radio. | 


new band, goes into Glen Island Sammy Kaye begins a_e short} 
Zasino, New Rochelle, N. Y., nights vacation in Havana Saturday 
of Dec. 16 and 23 and New Year's (16), to be followed by a 
weekend Goddard Lieberson, week's stay in Miami Beach. 
Columbia Records exec veepee, en- | While in Havana bandleader 
ters the hospital for observation expects to pick up some _ La- 
this weekend . Milo Boulton do- tino tunes for incorporation in 


ing a nightly deejay stint over) his band’s catalog ... Columbia 
WPAT. Paterson, N. J NBC Records songstress Rosemary 
“The Big Show” is becoming an Clooney resuming her television 
important stop for jazzmen each} chores on CBS-TV's “Songs For 


week. with Louis Armstrong, Joe Sales’ and 
Bushkin, Bobby Hackett and Billy Show” 
Holiday lined up for guest shots tion. 

: Jacques Kluger, head of the 
Brussels affiliate for Peer Inter- 
national, returned yesterday 

(Tues.) from a tour through the Hollywood 

midwest and Canada for huddles Desi Arnaz reoptioned through 
with Ben Selvin, Peer’s genernl next Tuesday (19) at Ciro’s ‘ 
manager, on the pubbery’s 1951! Red Norvo inked for a four-week | 
schedule . . .Mal Mitchell has re- stand at the Encore, starting Dec. 
placed Norman Schnell on piano 27... Muggsy Spanier, originally 
with Gene Krupa’'s orch ... Clark booked for a_ two-week stand, 
Dennis, Capitol 
headed for the Coast . 


“The Robert Q. Lewis 
following a minor opera- 


.. Christina | this time through Dec. 23... 


“Tie Wanlatgar 


is the instrument I’ve been 


- waiting for.°° 
Lawrence Welk 











the "Champagne Maestro” 





sepee : 
Lawrence Welk, shown here at the console of the new Wurlitzer 


Organ recently purchased for his home, ts currently featured 
on the Miller High Life program, ABC network. 


“It’s a wonderful instrument,” said Lawrence Welk, “the 
first organ I’ve ever played that permits so many of the 


‘champagne’ effects I like to put into music. > 


“Its lively action, range of tone and great variety of 
orchestral voices make it a splendid instrument for the 
professional, an ideal choice for places of public entertain- 
ment. I really enjoy playing it at home.” 

See and hear this new Wurlitzer Organ. Two full 61-note 
keyboards, 25-note pedal clavier, more than 1000 different 
tonal colors. And it’s the lowest-priced standard two-manual 
organ you can buy. 

The Series 30 illustrated is only one of the complete line 
of Wurlitzer Organs. When are you going to hear them? 


co — ae a eran 


The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company 


| | 
WoRLiIZE moo 


World's lorgest Moi Please send me free illustrated and descriptive 


of Organs and Pianos 








Under One Nene booklet on the Wurlitzer Organ. 
e Name 
For complete information, {Street 
mail the coupon, Be 
| City__ — State 
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Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Retail Sheet Bes: Seller 
“Rudolph the Reindeer” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“The Thing” 

Best British Seller 


‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s log of broadcast performances, compiled on basis 
of varying point ratings for plugs on commercial ana sustaining pro- 
grams logged in each of the 3 major territories, New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles. Both groups of songs are alphabetica.ly listed. 





“Rudolph the Reindeer” 














i band to Chase 
| Dec. 31 for three weeks . 


| feted 


Records vocalist, held over again at Tiffany Club, | 


Louis Armstrong set for a one- 
nighter at Stanford, Feb. 2 : 
Red Ingle orch started indefinite 
stand at Charley Foy’s San = Fer- 
nando Valley Supper Club 

Harold Stern all-string orch moves 
into the Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
Thursday (14) to backstop Toni 
Arden Geri Galian inked to 
etch four sides for Azteca Records. 





Chicago 


NBC will one-shot Frank York 
band from Porterhouse of Hotel 


| Sherman on New Year’s Eve... 


Bob Berkey band set for Casa 


| Loma ballroom, St. Louis, Dec. 19 


for two weeks ... Charles Grean, 
Victor topper, in town on lookover 
: . Lawrence Welk band set to 
play Home Show, Davenport, Ia., 
Feb. 13 for five days ... Bob Mil- 
ler, head of contactmen’s union, 
in for huddles .. . Eddy Howard 
hotel, St. Louis, 
.. Dick 
Records topper, 
orchster Bernie Mann _ at 
cocktail party ... Don Reed band 
to Peabody hotel, Memphis, Dec. 
18 for three weeks. He follows at 
Music Box, Omaha, Jan. 17 for 
one week, then to Rice _ hotel, 
Houston, Jan. 26 for one month... 
Harmonicats set for Club Lido, 
South Bend, Ind., Dec. ll... Leo 
Pieper currently one-nighting in 
midwest ... Dr. John C. Kendel 
of Denver named veepee of Amer- 
ican Music Conference. Outfit, to 
stimulate music consciousness, is 
headed by Louis LaMair . . . Max 
Miller held over for four more 
weeks at Vic’s, Aurora, IIl. 


Bradley, Tower 


Pittsburgh 


George Shearing Quintet booked 
into Johnny Brown's Club in East 
Liberty week of Jan, 15 ...Asa 
result of their recording sessions 
with Al Morgan during his en- 
gagement two months ago. at 


tured at Shamrock Room flew to 
New York last week to cut 20 more 
sides with Morgan. They're going 
to be used in the forthcoming Al 
Morgan Albums. Bickel’s Trio is 
also scheduled to do some addi- 
tional waxings with teevee and 
recording name after the holidays 
... Robert Norris band opened in- 
definite engagement at William 
Penn hotel’s Terrace Room Thurs- 
day (7), replacing Joe Sudy outfit. 
Latter goes into Statler, Detroit, 
after some one-nighters . .. Pat 
McCauley threesome into Bill 
Green’s Cocktail Lounge for two 
weeks ... Luke Riley, pianist and 
conductor of Casino house orch, is 
jobbing around until burlesque 
resumes there at Christmas time 
. . . West View Park picked up 
Xavier Cugat for a one-nighter last 
Friday (8) at the last minute on his 
way back to New York. 


Cleveland 


Russ Carlyle’s Capitol-recording 
orch moves into Hotel Cleveland's 
Bronze Room Dec. 
hotel date in leader's hometown, 
although he has played all the ball- 
rooms here. Replaces Billy 


Galveston .. . Bob Manners’ four- 
piece combo into Eddie Sindelar's 
Skyway Club, for winter, with 
Charlie Barrett’s unit doing week- 
end dances .. . Glovers-Shore Trio 
plus Gloria Gale, doing a vocal 
single, brought in by Theatrical 
Grill .. . Abbey Albert’s orch tak- 


Hotel Syracuse, Syracuse, Dec. 16 
after closing at local Statler Ter- 
race Room, 


Kansas City 


Willie Shore plays a return en- 
gagement at El Casbah, Hotel Bel- 
lerive, following Liberace; he opens 
Dec. 15 .. . Liberace takes off for 
the Coast and a holiday vacation 
before returning to TV dates in 
New York and a stand at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria beginning late in 
January ... Clyde McCoy closes 
at Hotel Muehlebach here Dec. 13 
and moves to the Trocadero, Evans- 
ville, for two weeks beginning 
Dec. 15. He follows that with the- 
atre dates in the midwest before 
heading for Florida and a six-week 
stand at Club 86, Miami... Ter- 
race Grill of the Muehlebach has 
lined up Bernie Cummins, Griff 
Williams and Joe Reichman bands 
in succession for its bandstand dur- 





ing next couple of months 


Copa, Bill Bickel’s Starliters, fea- | 


26 for first | 


Bishop’s band, which heads for | 


ing Jeanne Harvey, formerly singer | 
in Horace Heidt’s road show, to} 


prices, but may have to push them 


First Group 











Songs Publishers 
A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Dolls” ......cceccceseecs. Morris 
All My Love BN Se ek eae ee ee pe areca Mills 
A Marshmallow’ World ......... ewe erry eee errr rr Shapiro 
Autumn Leaves .. OTe oe Tee eee eee Capitol 
Best Thing For You—*“Call Me Madam” .......e-ceeeseeees Berlin 
Can’t We Talk It Over ...... ere et. Oe ee re ee Remick 
COURS Bir MEPEOMOY 56 kk ss ANWS KK RRaeC eMC CRUR SEO HON ; Remick 
Popeam &. baer pereei GE DEO 65s cs. cscs case seseanves eds Words & Music 
Frosty the Snow Man Oe re ye ree ee Hill & R 
Harbor Lights Wee Tee eee eee ee Chappell 
If I Were a Bell—*“Guys and Dolls” ........ccceccccccevecs Morris 
I’m Im the Bereaie GF & RiGGle .... ... i cciseccesarceccns .....Robbins 
I See a Million Peaple eee Ree OTe Ce ee Mellin 
It’s a Lovely Day Today—*‘‘Call Me Madam” ,............-.; Berlin 
eons Tee @ CG CO Wer ov. csc osc cesses wcnswaass Lombardo 
iC As SRO Rs occ bk His (AOC RNS OME eS Santly 
Nevercneiess——T" 2 nree LAIC WOrds” cies vecsicecescdoeees Crawford 
ne REIN I a Xoo 316 9.5 A Gad 4 4 RM RR als Frank 
eee ede Siisshe ass Wy pea See WIA RS GAS Wee RE BVC 
Petite Waltz Cee TL Cre ere ee ee Dutchess 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer ..........ceceeveceees St. Nicholas 
Silver Bells—7"“The Lemon Drop Kid” ........ hae we Paramount 
Sleighride Se eee ie Sa Ae et eet ee te eer eee ee ieee Mills 
EPI A URE 2 3S lahd Bk ide Wek Sid exe Bea wins WR OS ROE a Acuff-Rose 
The Thing . ee SOE EE RT EEE SR ee Ce Te Hollis 
Thinking of You—7“Three Little Words” ............ re Remick 
Re Bee ee POT COE a. 555 6s 8 0 5a.< 3 6 OORT OD Se aw Paxton 
RRC Ie Se IRREEM OG FANS Biri each « sil “i, ge Bek rae oR Ee esau Berlin 
YOu, Love Me—t"“West Point Story” © iis si60e0ac ss seasons Witmark 
You’re Just In Love—*“Call Me Madam” ........cccceccvecs Berlin 

Second Group 
POCImettn Wet SIRO ee car cis Bch ca RS FAWKES WR Burke-VH 
Be My Love—t“Toast of New Orleans” ..........cceeee. Miller 
ENE RINEERENN 205 2) ech Seca Al cuir eens i Sik ete SOE ei oa Sa Rhee Miller 
I Am Loved—*‘Out of This World” eee rr ree Chappell 
I'll Always Love You—i‘‘My Friend Irma Goes West” ........ Famous 
Ree Bee ae CMR ocd k's Sate ea acne be RA EE EEE Kn ee Bourne 
ES eS ns ee er ea eee ener Era Disney 
La Vie En Rose ... ’ PRR’ CRE CREASE SEE OA Harms 
Life Is So Peculiar—it“Mr. Music” ..........ccee0ee ere Burke-VH 
Mona Lisa—t“Capt. Carey, USA” SV ee Se ee ‘ Paramount 
Nobody’s Chasing Me—*“Out Of This World” .............. Chappell 
bo 0 ME ere Pca G unr ee eine aie ee es Alamo 
|Rainbow Gal ...... RT er Pe rn goer por eae Ne Jefferson 
| Santa Te errr errr ener Feist 
Snowy White Snow and Jingle Bells .............cccccsceee: Gallico 
ete MCR aoe ny ara NSS tang Sis bel on ects ea Witmark 
Sweet Angie the Christmas Tree Angel ............cee00. ...-Blossom 
7 Bee re Gee DD. ... ks vo cw ce cee wecddoevdce Valando 


Use Your Imagination—*"“Out Of This World” revere ye ere Chappell 
SS Sig aa eee ed eet y See eee wees a one cid BVC 





t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 








to a higher level than previously 


‘RCA Fetes ‘25-Year Club’ | '°. i ( 

| ; existed. Consumer reaction, he 
RCA Victor held its annual! said, will be highiy unfavorable. 
| shindig in Camden, N. J., last Sat- | An added factor, of course, is the 
| urday for members of the “25 year | Price increase being planned by 
Club,” for which employees whe | platteries right now, which 


| may bring LP prices back to their 
have been with the company for | previous level at least. 





25 years or more are eligible. Some 





100 new members were inducted 
this year. 


This Year anewann * 


° 





Mary Mayo’s Longhair 


Mary Mayo, new Capitol Records 
| pop vocalist, will pull a switch 
Sunday (17) when she appears as 
| soloist in a longhair concert at 
powen Fischer Hall, N. Y. 





MOTHER'S 


CHRISTMAS 


[ip price war |) yp tt 


ooo Continued from page 55 


























BLASCO MUSIC, INC. 


ing to hold the price line, at least | HBPys0C7eil ae. CRA Ae 


for the moment. 














Macy’s and Gimbel’s, plus a 
number of other department 
|stores; Davega and Vim's and 
other chain stores are among those 
selling at discounts. Stores, while 
not advertising the price cuts in | 
newspapers, have posted signs in | 
their stores. Some stores, in an) 
effort to compromise the situation, | 
are offering discounts to quantity | 
purchasers. | 

A Liberty spokesman said his | 
organization would not cut its 
prices. Asked if Liberty would 
lower prices if the pressure be- | 
came too great, he replied, “We're | 
not anticipating anything. We'll | 


THE WINTER SENSATION! 


SLEIGH 
RIDE 


PROGRAM NOW! 
“| DON’T MIND 
BEING ALL ALONE” 


(When I'm All Alone With You) 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway New York 19 














see what happens.” 








Department and chain slere com- 
petition should the cuts last, is 
virtually certain to force the small- 
er shops, most of whose income is 
derived from record sales, to lower 
their prices. In fhis respect, how- 
ever, one diskery chief pointed out 
that the cuts may backfire in view 
of the fact that the vinylité situa- 
tion is approaching a critical point. 
He declared that in a couple of 
months, supply of vinylite, basic 
ingredient of the LP, may be so 
short that diskeries won't be able 
> meet consumer demand for 

s. 


Then, he asserted, the retailers 
will not only have to push up their 








1 Wonder 
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NY. Cafes Optimistic on New Yr's, Biz 
With Tariffs Ranging From $8 to $25 





New York bonifaces expect New + 


-. eve business this year to be 
var with last year. They expect 
cellout or near sellout crowds de- 
spite some drawbacks. The fact, 
according to cafemen that the eve | 
is ‘on a Sunday night will not af- | 
rect the celebrations. ‘People | 
won't be working on the holiday, 
hy should that make any dif- 


SO VM 





ference?” they ask. They admit 
Saturday night (30) business may 
drop some, aS many won't go in| 
for two nights of expensive enter- | 
tainment in a row. 


Another obstacle is possibility 
that the New Year’s eve television 
shows may keep many at home. 


rhey feel, however, that New | 
Year's eve is traditionally an eve- | 
ning for outside festivities and tra- | 
dition will carry on as usual. | 
Reservations are coming in 
clowly, but most generally come at 


the last minute. | 

Prices will be on the same level 
.< last vear. The Copacabana’s tar- 
“Y will be $15, $20, $25. Same 
cale will prevail at the Latin 
Quarter. Versailles’ rates start at) 
<>) per: Leon & Eddie's, $8, $10, | 
$12: Diamond Horseshoe, $12, $15, 
¢)(). The Waldorf-Astoria hotel’s 
Wedgwood Room will start at $20. 


in addition, hotel will open its 
Sert Room and will hold celebra- | 
tions in various cafes throughout 


the hotel. The Blue Angel’s mini- 
mum will be $20. 
Deposit Insurance 
in all cases, the price in-| 
cludes supper and a drink. The 
majority of niteries are asking 
either advance payments or sub-| 


stantial deposits before okaying a 
reservation. 

The Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., | 
will relight for the eve only.) 


Place had been damaged con- | 
siderably during the recent gale. | 
Most of the windows were shat- | 
tered and it will take consi | 
erable coin to put it in shape 
again. Loss was covered by insur- | 
ance. Last year, the spot didn’t 
do too well on its holiday take. 
This year a more concerted effort 
will be made to fill the room, 





Canzoneri, Plant Split 
With Adams, Form New 
Trio With Lou Nelson 


Vaude team of Joey Abou, | 
Mark Plant, Tony Canzoneri was 
dissolved last week. Adams _ will 
hereafter work solo, while Canzo- 
neri and Plant will team with Lou 
Nelson. Musie Corp. of America 





will continue to handle Adams, but ‘two albums for Decca prior to het , 


new trio will be booked by the Ken- | 
neth Later Agency. 

It's been known for some time | 
that the Plant and Canzoneri | 
haven't been hitting it off with 
Adams, primarily because comic’s 
radio activities don’t permit him 
to take on too many other engage- 
ments. He's currently on the CBS 
airer, “Rate Your Mate.” 


Nelson, Plant & Canzoneri are 
rehearsing a new act, some of! 
Which has been written by Eli 
Baase, 

Canzoneri & Adams had been | 
teamed for about 10 years. Plant 
Joined the act several years later, 
when they were booked as two sep | 
arate turns into Leon & Eddie's, | 
N.Y. Trio worked out various bits | 


during that run and continued to |P 


play jointly afterwards. Canzoneri 
is the former featherweight champ. | 





Douglas Managing Ripley 


Museum in Florida 


Ed Douglas, former manager of 
Loew's State, N.Y., has been 
named co-administrator of the | 
Robert L. Ripley “Believe It or, 
Not Museum,” St. Augustine, Fla. | 
Other administrator is Ray Ettel, 
a vet film exhibitor. 


Museum was opened last week 
(9) by the John Arthur Exhibitions, 
Ine. and is located in Castle War- | 
den, the former home of novelist, | 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. 





Julie’s Houston Date 
; Houston, Dec. 12. | 
Julie Wilson opens a two-week | 
ensagement at the Emerald Room | 
®t the Shamrock hotel on Tues-. 
day (19), 
Carl Brisson is currently at the 
Swank spot. Also new on the band 


stand is Nick Stewart orch, succeed: | 


ing Henry King combo. 


| tures 


Theatre Wing Reviving 
Nitery Talent Auditions 


American Theatre Wing will re- 
vive its talent auditions for agents, 


bookers and cafe operators. ATW, | 


which held its first audition some 
years ago, started preliminary au- 
ditions yesterday (12), 


Judges of acts to take part in 


| the final showcasing will be comic 


Mervin Nelson, who directed “Tick- 
ets Please;” comedienne Nancy An- 
drews and dancer Zachary Solov. 





Monte Proser Dickering 
Takeover of Paradise, N.Y., 
For Theatre - Restaurant 


Monte Proser is mulling takeover | 


of the Paradise, N. Y., as a theatre- 
in-the-round for the presentation of 
operettas and 
Proser, who retains an interest in 


the Copacabana, N. Y., has been | 


seeking a site in which to stage 


full-length musicals in a nitery op- | 


eration. At one time he planned 
leasing the Rainbow Room, atop 
RCA building, N. Y. but deal was 
negated by longterm lease to the 


, Union News Co. 


Should Proser acquire’ the 
Paradise, he plans to incorpo- 
rate both cafe and theatre fea- 
into the venture. Proser 
would charge an admission of 
$3. and would run two shows 
nightly. He’s long been interested 


in opening a cafe with a music. 
;comedy and ballet entertainment 


format. 


If Paradise deal goes through, 
it would be Proser’s second Broad- 
way cafe venture, other being the 
Beachcomber. 

Paul Schlosser, Al Beckman and 
Johnny Pransky, who operated the 
spot at time of its foldo, had planned 
to reopen cafe in time to cash in 


on New Year's Eve business, but | 
it’s now unlikely they'll go through | 
B&P are currently oc- | 


with it. 

cupied with the handling of the 

Liquor Industries 13-day cruise to 

start out Jan. 18. They’re book- 

ing the cruise and talent for the 

= Y. Metropolitan Liquor Dealers 
ssn. 





Mimi Benzell’s Heavy 
Disk, Nitery, TV Sk 


musical comedies. | 


Walters Sets Tour For 
Latin Quarter Unit 


Lou Walters’ “Latin Quarter Re- 
vue,” a touring cafe unit, opens at 
the Lookout House, Covington, Ky., 
Jan. 15 for four weeks. It follows 
with the Desert Inn, Las Vegas, 


Reno, March 20. Other dates are 
being set to follow. 

Unit will include Frank Libuse, 
| Margot Brander, Kanazawa Trio, 
Hurricanes (4), Ralph Young, Toni 
Carroll, Piroska, and a gal line of 








AGVA-ARA Tift 
Over Club Cod 


Trouble over the clubdate code 
is brewing between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and 
Artists Representatives Assn. and 
| Associated Agents 


Feb. 21 and the Riverside hotel, | 





| 





of America. | 


Union is currently refusing to give | 


the agents of both these organiza- 
tions the same deal recently given 
to the Entertainment Managers 
Assn. because of the contention 
that the members of former groups 
are agents and not producers of 
clubdate shows. Union is demand- 
ing individual contracts plus a 
$1,000 bond from each agent. 


ing a series of meetings in an ef- 
fort to resolve the situation. Prior 
to the confabs, ARA sent out a 
directive to its membership urging 
individual agents not to pact for the 
deal. So far, all agents with one 
exception have been adhering to 
rthe ARA dictum. 

Single exception is Benn Paust, a 
| percenter who was said to be 
forced into signing in order to 
go through with a show booked for 


| AGVA threatened to stop the show 
and had the backing of the 
| auspices. Consequently, agent had 


| te accept AGVA'’s terms in order , 


, to play the date. 


Chi’s EMA Nixes AGVA 
Tax, Bond on Clubdates 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Entertainment Managers Ass’n in 





omy to members in smaller towns 
' asked that local bookers in midwest 


ARA and AAA have been hold- 


Miami Cafes Prep for Lush Season 
Expecting Competish From Hotels 





{ 
Golden Gate, S.F., | 
Trying Spot Vaude 

San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

The Golden Gate theatre, here 
has set two spot shows. First will 
be headed by Freddy Martin Orch, 
starting Jan. 18, and other will be 
built around singer Billy Eckstine, 
Feb. 14. 

Both displays have been booked 
by Dan Friendly, RKO talent pac- 
ter in New York. Others are to be 
set depending upon availabilities. 





New Horseshoe Show 
May Decide Future Of 
New York Nightclub 


The new show preeming at the 
Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., on 
Christmas night may decide 
whether the spot will renew lease 
which expires next September. The 
cafe, like many others, has been 
hard-hit during the current slump. 

Operator Billy Rose is expected 
to invest more heavily in talent in 
order to make the new show a fair 
test of the spot’s potentialities for 
the next year. It’s likely that he'll 
draw on name acts. Joe E. How- 
ard has already been signed and 
others are still to be pacted. A 


headliner is currently being 
' sought. 
Rose, during previous slumps, 


a shindig by a retail clerks’ union. | 


' has been content to let the Horse- 


shoe ride along. Because of the 
generally low cost of the show, 


‘losses haven’t been too heavy and 


| anced off weeks. 


periods counterbal- 
For the greater 
part of its existence since 1938, the 


prosperous 


| cafe has been a moneymaker. | 


a move to grant wider local auton- | 


centers appoint a candidate who) 


| will be on the board of Chicago 
directors. In addition, designee will 
also be empowered to make deci- 
sions on local matters between 
EMA members and unions. Some 
| of the towns represented are New 
' Orleans, Kansas City, Des Moines. 

EMA came out strongly against 


f 


Mimi Benzell will cut her first 4GVA’s proposal of 10% tax on all | 


engagement at the Palmer House, 
Chicago, starting Jan. 25, Former 
Metopera singer is also slated to 


do a repeat at the Radisson kotel, 
‘Minneapolis and has been pacted 


for a two-week stint at the Thun- 


|derbird hotel, Las Vegas, as well 


as an additional appearance on Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town” and 
the Paul Whiteman 
show. 


Miss Benzell has also been set , 
| Juan, Puerto Rico, opens its sea-' 


for a series of concerts for Na 
tional Concerts and Artists Corp., 





Paul Steffen Dancers, recently 
returned from an extended tour of 
Europe, will play the Desert Inn, 
Las Vegas, Jan. 12. 


Goodyear | 


dates, urging the national group to 
| nix any such deal. It was also point- 


| ed out that in Cleveland and Den- | 
| ver that bookers on clubdates were | 


_asked to furnish bonds by AGVA. 
' Chicago agents, who book the ma- 
jority of clubdates in the country, 


said it would be impossible finan- | 
‘cially to guarantee salaries for 


these affairs. 


ACTS SET FOR PUERTO RICO 
The Caribe-Hilton hotel, San 





| son Dec. 26 with the Anita Velez 
dancers. Group will be followed 
by Miguelito Valdes and later by 
| the Lunds. 


Bookings were set by Merriel 


| Abbott, talent booker for the Hil- | Room of the Hotel Plaza, N. Y., 


! ton chain. 


, mont’s ‘“‘Whistle at Eaton Falls.” 


| 


Whether Rose’s health will be a' 
factor deciding the cafe’s future 
isn’t known yet. Boniface last 
week suspended his syndicated | 
“Pitching Horseshoes”. colymn, 
which brought him $100,000 an- 
nually. | 

Whether his retirement from 
writing activities indicates Rose | 
will relax in other fields is a moot | 
question. He still operates the | 
Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y., which is. 
currently housing the legit hit. 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 





Debbie Reynolds, Carpenter 


Team for Vaude Date 


Debbie Reynolds and Carlton | 
Carpenter, Metro filmsters teamed | 
in “Two Weeks With Love” and, 
“Three Little Words,” have been | 
set for two theatres dates. Duo. 
are booked for a 12-day stand at 
the Capitol, Washington, starting 
Dec. 30 and will follow with the 
N. Y. Capitol, Jan. 11 or 18 for, 
two weeks. Deal was set by Sidney 
Piermont, Loew’s talent booker, | 
with Metro exec’s blessing. 

Carpenter returned to the Coast 
after being on location in New 
Hampshire for Louis de Roche-, 








Kyle MacDonnell, songstress, 1s. 
scheduled to go into the Persian, 


Dec. 21. 
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| considerable. following he’s 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 
Miami Beach, Dec. 12. 
Annual cafe sweepstakes gets 
underway here this week (15) with 
as heavy a lineup of lures for the 
tourists’ buck as in previous years, 
despite fact that all gaming ca- 


sinos are shuttered. As usual, 
Copa City leads in» name _ buys 
(now that Beachcomber’s Ned 


Schuyler has joined Murray Wein- 
ger in the C. C. operation) with 
rest of the spots grabbing what 
availables are around after Copa 
has skimmed the top. 


First of the clubs to teeoff (15) 
will be Alan Gale’s new Celebrity 
Club in heart of the beach. He’s 
chancing a -new idea—working 
himself with other ofay acts for 
the dinner show to attract the 
built 
in the past two seasons. To get 
the tourists—as well as residents 
—he's installing an_ all-colored 
show policy for the midnight ses- 
sions, acting as host rather than 
emcee. Initial lineup has himself 
and Freddie Stewart, plus a dance 
team for the dinner session. At 
midnight Sara Vaughan and Negro 
talent takes over. On the same 
idea, Sam Singer, Atlantic City op 
who bought Kitty Davis’, plans to 
reopen the place in mid-month as 
the Cotton Club, with an all-sepia 
revue featuring Marion Bruce, Lar- 
ry Steele, Jimmy Smith and others, 
Plus a line. 

Copa City, bowing Dec. 21 will 
have Sam Levenson, Borrah Mine- 


'vitch’s Harmonica Rascals, Copsey 


and Ayres, plus a lavish production 
setup. Other names to follow are 
Jimmy Durante Dec. 29 for a four- 
day stay, then Jane Froman: So- 
phie Tucker, Joe E. Lewis and Billy 
Daniels on Jan. 20; others tenta- 
tively set, if clearance can be ar- 
ranged, are Danny Thomas and 
Tony Martin. 


Hotels’ Competish 


From the hotel front, the Casa- 
blanca, opening the 20th with Sa- 
cassas orch; plus a name still to be 
set, will offer competish in a 400- 


(Continued on page 68) 


Ohio Board Rules All 
Fairgrounds With Race 
Events Must Pay Taxes 


Columbus, O., Dec. 12. 

Decision of the Ohio Board of 

Tax Appeals that a county fair- 
grounds partially supported by 
money from gambling cannot be 
exempt from property taxes is ex- 
pected to be studied carefully by 
county officials throughout the 
state. 
_The board ruled on an applica- 
tion of the Franklin County Agri- 
culture Society for tax exemption 
for 1950 on the county fairgrounds 
at Hilliard, O. The group asked 
exemption on grounds that the 
fairgrounds is a public institution 
designed for public instruction, for 
education purposes and for promo- 
tion of agriculture. 

The board said that the fair- 
grounds was rented out for harness 
racing for 39 days during 1950 at a 
daily rental of $200, and that pari- 
mutuel betting is allowed at the 
racetrack. 

Board added, “If it (betting on 
horse races) has any education 
value it lies in the teaching that 
one cannot get something for noth- 
ing.” It ruled that the major use 
of the fairgrounds is for the “pro- 
duction of income by renting it for 
horse racing” and that it “permits 
gambling from which it shares in 
the profits.” 








Cafe License Suspended 


For Showing Stag Films 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

The liquor license of Arthur 
Cordie, owner of a small bistro in 
Belleville, Ill., near St. Louis, was 
suspended for three weeks last 
week by Mayor H. V. Calhoun after 
complaints that immoral films had 
been shown in the place. Follow- 
ing the beefs cops visited the spot 
and later reported the films were 
shown several weeks ago in the 
presence of a group of men and 
teenage girls. 

Cordie offered no defense at 
the hearing. 





Jack Catheart’s Continentals, 
vocal quintet, begin an engagement 
at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s 
Wedgwood Room Dec. 28. 
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Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, Dec. 7. 
Bert Wheeler, Luba Malina, Hal 
LeRoy. Martin York, Arden- 
Fletcher Girls (8), Dave Lester 
Orch (8), Don Rico Quartet; $3 
minimum. 


Entertainmentwise, current lay- 
out stacks as pretty close to top 
of heap for L.Q. presentations this 


season, with three principals turn- 
ing in solid individual perform- 
ances to neat customer reaction. 

3ill gets off lively with solid 
hoofing of Hal LeRoy. who man- 
ages to retain youthful appearance 
and seems to get better each-time 
around. Guy is plenty nimble, his 
tap and soft shoe routines grab- 
bing good response. Bit of terping 
while seated in a chair and fast 
jitterbug routine round out slick 
turn 

Luba Molina, sultry thrush, in 
repeat here, whams across several 
effective special numbers, which 


she handles with sly humor. Opens 
with “I'd Heve Baked A Cake” ala 
3erlin ard j.odgers & Hammerstein 
following with a pitch for a well- 


heeled daddy, lyrics set to “You 
Can't Have Everything.” Also in- 
cluded are “I Love the American 
Man,” “Queenie,” the plaint of a 
burley queen, and “Cant Afford 
That Man.” Stint is solid all the 
was 

Comic Bert Wheeler, with his 
sandwich munching and _ laconic 
line of gab, grabs yocks teaming 
with LeRoy in a couple of zany 


bits. VVinds with Miss Malina Join- 
ing on vocal of ‘““Embraceable You” 
for hefty applause. 

The Arden-Fletcher girls cavort 
through several production num- 
bers aided vocally by Martin York 
Dave Lester orch handles siow- 
backing neatly, and alternates with 
Don Rico combo for customer terp- 
ing. Biz fair. Elie. 


Emerald Room, Houston 
(SHAMROCK HOTEL) 
"Houston, Dec. 5. 

Brisson, Nick Stuart’s 
$3.50 mintmum. 


Carl 
Orch: 
Handsome and apparently age- 
less Car! Brisson opened in The 
Shamrock’s nitery, to provide the 


first Continental flavor since Hil- 
degarde appeared there a year 
af£o. 


Brisson does a single. reminis- 
cent of a nightclub Ezio Pinza or 
a Scandinavian Maurice Chevalier. 
Despite the inevitable comparisons, 
he has a style of delivery all his 
own which clicks particularly well 
wiih the o'der ringsiders. 

Brisson’s showmanship and per- 
sonality are tops. On a naughty 
number about a Texan, or the pert 
“Lillette.” he is entertaining. When 
he gives a helping of “Song of 
Norway” songs, or gets serious 
with “The Angelus” complete with 
bells, it makes for a neat change 


of pace. 

The singer’s hand - shaking 
rounds with the audience provides 
a nice warmup. Show is a solid 
hour of singing, which holds the 
audience e!]l the way and sends 


him awav to boff applause. 

Nick Stuart, in for six week's 
during regular bandsman Henry 
King’s holiday tour of Texas, pro- 
vides faster tempo than the Emer- 
ald dancers are accustomed to. 
However, he sticks mainly to the 
“sweet” brand, interspersing sev- 
eral bouncy Latin numbers which 
are particularly good. 

His singers are Loraine Daily 
and Allen Simms, who vocalize 
throughout the evening, with spot- 
light numbers prior to Brisson’s 
stanza. Fraz. 





Flamingo Rm... Las Vegas 
(HOTEL FLAMINGO) 
Las Vegas, Dec. 6. 

Lo.is Armstrong’s All-Stars (6) 
with Jack Teagarden, Earl Hines, 
Cozy Cole, Barney Bigard, Arvell 
Shaw. Velma Middleton; Pinkie 
Lee, Moro-Landis Dancers (10), 
Garwood Van Orch (12); no cover, 
mo micvimum. 


Just as Louis Armstrong sticks 
to tradition according to jazz, so 
does Hotel Flamingo adhere to 
their long-standing tradition — at 
least one fortnight yearly set aside 
for the king of trumpets and his 
all-star combo Appearance marks 
his second at this nitery within a 
12-month frame, and he’s packing 
em in. The remarkable Armstrong 
embouchure is still tough. He al- 
Jows no abberation from the New 
Orleans jazz style within his select 
circle. performs it faithfully toss- 
In‘ in gravel throated blues pathos 


an’ earthy wit. 

His \ll-Stars hit high also. 
Jack Teagerden flaunts a virtuoso 
contoured “St. James Infirmary” 
using a drinking glass in place of 
tram bell Earl Hines take. the pop 
ballad “Bewitched.” makes it so 
With agile §88ing. Barne, Bigard’s 


liquid Clarineting bubbles forth on 
( Jam solo 


Arvell Shaw rags 
the bass alongside of Bigard onl 


‘course 


“Jam” waxing slaphappy plucking, 
and Cozy Cole, ate drummer. man, 
paradiddles for boffos. 

Louis’ featured thrush, Velma 
Middleton, pipes a husky “blues,” 
sends customers in the Flamingo 
room with her “Big Butter and Egg 
Man” duo with Armstrong. In spite 
of some 300 pounds heft, gal terps 
into neat split finis to draw cheers 
from ringsiders. 

Mellow Armstrong trumpeting 
foregrounds nsemble arrange- 


ments, drives combo home. on 
codas. while famous disk solos 
“Struttin’ With Some Barbecue,” 
growly choriling of “Blueberry 
Hill” earn terrif returns and beg- 
off. 

Coast's teevee comic Pinkie 
Lee’s firct turn is ringside rendez- 
vous with femme customers to get 
in some bussing during “Beautiful 


People.” He ambles on through set 
up including “Life of Pinkie Lee.” 
followed by abortive xylophone 
whemmin*, to sock over a legit 
“Whispering.”’ Encore is terp sesh 
with comic inviting table sitters to 
name their poison. He offs to good 
ret''rns. 


Moro-Landis Dancers grab at- 
tention with Tiller skill under 
strobs. Costumes are standouts. 


Garwood Van's orch handl 3 show- 
backin? neatly and plays smart In- 
terim terp sessions. Will. 





Emnpiee Fterecem. Chi 

(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Dec. 7. 

(3). DeLeon & 
Graciella. Jon & Sondra Steele, 
Merrie! Abbot. Dancers (10), 
Eddie O'Neal Orch (14); minimum 
$3.50. cover $1. 

Current offering here is slow, 
except during those turns in which 
the fine hard of Merriel Abbott 
asserts itself. These are the two 
production numbers, both of which 
are deftly terped by her dancers 
and colorfully garbed by costumer 
John Bauer. Headliners Jon and 
Sondra Steeie open with a duet 
of “Begin the Beguine,” then shift 
to a couple cf parodies, one con- 
cerning video’s hampering the true 
of marital love, and other 
about the advantages of married 
life. None of the material is very 
special or new. 

Husband-frau team work for the 
most part under a spot to give an 
illusion of intimacy. It’s an under- 
taking coziness that Mrs. Steele 
doesn’t come off. And her exag- 
gerated attempts at continental 
faire, in which she is obviously 
aping finer purveyors of the art, 
becomes almost ludicrous. It’s only 
when the thrush plays straight with 
a “South Pacific Melody,” does she 
score with the seatholders. She 
comes back for a neat treatment 
of “Can't Seem To Laugh Any- 
more” and “Dem Bones” which are 
solid. Pianist-Steele has little to do, 
but rates gooc mitt with his 88ing 
on “Valse Durant.” 

Brother-sister act, the Rudells 
score with some colorful trampo- 
line work. Gal augments brothers’ 
to little avail, but she’s sexy to 
watch. Team perform some stand- 
ard feats, then garner neat recep- 
tion at the close, after one brother 
performs a difficult double som- 
mersault thrcugh a hoop while 
jumping rope. It’s a sock closer. 

De Leon and Graciella rate nice 
response with some lively Latin 
terping. They're particularly adept 
with castnets. Though Miss Ab- 
bott’s production numbers have ap- 
parently been derived from other 
of her numbers, they're both lively 
and fill the bill in smart fashion. 
Eddie O’Neal backs the show cap- 
ably and handles emcee chores 
okay. Mel. 


The Rudells 


Golden. Reno 
Reno, Dec. 8. 
The Continentals (6), Joe Cappo, 
The Kings and Their Ladies (7), 
Dick Hyde, Les Parker’s Orch (6); 


no cover, no minimum. 


The Continentals, male quintent 
with their arranger-accompanist 
Jack Cathcart, are the solidest 
singing act Reno has ever seen. 
The fivesome open with “The 
Continental,” and slips smoothly 
into a French number. 

A classic intro takes them into 
nifty “Donkey Serenade,” and 
then a Gershwin medley of “Sum- 
mertime,” “I’m Bidin’ My Time,” 
“IT Got Rhythm,” and “But Not 
For Me” for hefty returns. Encore 
with “Shiek of Araby,” “‘Por Que” 
anr “Smitty From Trinidad” for 
additional plaudits. 

Comedian Joe Cappo clicks with 
gab and imitations, topped by vivid 
impresh of Charlie Chaplin in a 
scene from “The Gold Rush.” 

The Kings and Their Ladies are 
a dance duo back log five girls 


who are mostiy just ornamental 
drapery for the Kings dancing. 
Latter get nice applause for a 


couple of slick acrobatic routines. , 


Dick Hyde emcees and handles 
a song in the opening stanza. 
Mark. 


5 O°Clock., Miami Beach 


Miami Beach, Dec. 10. 
Phil Foster, Carlos Ramirez, 
Mary Kaye Trio, Frank Linale 
Orch: minimum $3.50. 


This mid-beach intimery has the | 


best lineup of talent since appear- 
ance of Martha Raye some weeks 
ago. 

Although marquee values are not 
of the “big name” class such as 
lush mid-season shows project, the 
triple act idea is paying off. Phil 
Foster in the comedy slot is well- 
known to the vacationers here. The 
eas\ king comie gets them from 
walkon with his amiable style and 
self-effacing manner. Depending on 


WoOl 


his former slick routines he’s 
solidiv effective. He’s added some 
new stuff to his character types 
for potent results. Standouts are 
“how modern Moms name their 
kids” and a panto on a sculptor 
designing a gal’s figure. Offs to 
heavy plaudits. 

Carlos Ramirez hasn't’ been 


around since his appearance at the 
old Copacabana (where, incidental- 
lv, Foster also made his last local 


' tosses 


showing). The voice and Latin 
charm are still potent. However, 
his penchant for straight series of 
slow songs, without regard go bal- | 
ance. somewhat negates what | 
would be smash reaction. Withall, 
he keeps them miftting via his ! 
wide range baritonine of “Gra- 
'nada,” “Besame Mucho,” Caruso’'s 
concert number “Sentimente” and 
Latino tunes. 


Almost covping top honors is the 
teeoff act. the Mary Kaye trio. In- 
strumentalls (accordion, guitar, 
ukelele, bass and piano) they’re 
expert. Vocally, their harmonies 
are sure and colorful manner for 
optimum reception. Added factor is 
the fresh and vouthful quality, as 


' | 
factotum.” Latter is screwball turn Thunderbird. 


iwith about income tax woes. 
Following a Jolson coupling on 
. “Rockabye My Baby,” an 


’ 


“Swanee.”’ Price wends his show- 
wise way back along the years 
grabbing plenty of boffs from an 
impresh of Jessel and Cantor, 
in some hoofing to earn 
solid mitt on final bows. 


! 
Dorothy Dandridge in black se-| fel Torme as topliner, along with 


quins gown, opens the bill with a 
brace of nicely gauged tunes. 
Shapely sepia thrush, and a looker, 
scores with -“Lover Man,” and 
“Something I Dreamed Last 
Night.” Between these, chirp tosses 
in a slightly blue “Mimi,” adds a 
touch of terping to put her over. 
Gal draws plenty of attention, 
shows good training. She should. 
Her mentor is Phil Moore, who con- 
ducted opening night, got her off 
to a good start. 

Opener, Meribeth 
acro controtion atop a table, with 
patrons gasping and applauding 
simultaneously while she ties her- 
self in knots. 

Cover Girls raise and lower the 
curtain with a couple of chirp, 
terp routines. Sterling Young Orch 
backs okay. also providing dance 
tempos betwwen shows. Will. 


Old clicks in 





Cafe Gala. H’wood 
Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Bobby Short, Robert Clary, Bev- 
erly Alber. Dick Hazard and Julie 


Jerome; $1.50-$2 minimum. 
Jim Dalan, who took over this 
intime hillside bistro over a year 


ago when John Walsh moved down 
the Sunset Strip a piece to turn 
Dave's Blue Room into the Deau- 
ville, has brought in Beverly Alber 
to accentuate the motif of keeping 
the customers posted on what 
went with Gershwin, Porter and 
Rodgers & Hart 20 years or so 
ago. Especiaily those songs that 
never became hits. It’s a bright 
device, and biz is good. 

Miss Alber, an alumna of Goth- 


Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Dec. 7. 

Mel Torme, Richard & Flora 
Stuart, The Romanos (3), Gil 
Johnson, Kathryn Duffy Dansations 
(7), Barney Rawlings, Normandie 
Boys, Al Pellegrini, Al Jahns Orch 
(11); no cover, no minimum, 
at this nitery with 


New show 


its diversified bill, may fill up 
table gaps during the pre-Xmas 
lull nicely. Biz has been off for 


the past 10 days in several places 
up and down the resort hotel strip, 
prompting some bonitaces to ride 


out the annual lull with medium 
budget shows. Thunderbird’s out- 
lay however, seems to be generous 
and will garner enough midweek 
support from townspeople to keep 
it in the black. 

Youthful Mel Torme_ returns 


after interim of nine months to this 
same room. He’s more stylized, 
nevertheless, and ignites plenty of 
spark. Cognescenti go for his hep 
way of bending musical phrases, 
his keen ear and sense of that 
beat even on a ballad. Lukewarm 
viewers might cavil with his hand 


flipping and sometimes contrived 
mike stance. In spite of differ- 
ences, Torme can sell a song— 


|does sell, and that’s aplenty. 


;am’s Blue Angel, though possibly | 


well as inserting comedy biz in 
their numbers. Miss Kaye is fea- 
tured and wisely. Her vocals are 
topdrawer, and when she takes up 
the uke for “Twelfth Street Rag” | 
she wraps up and brings encore 
demands. Other highlights are 


“Harbor Lights” and “The Monkey | 


Song.” 


;not summa cum laude, nonetheless 


} 


Frank Linale combo backs cap- ! 
| gratiating fashion that fits right in 
| with the Gala’s chi-chi atmosphere. 


ably. Lary. 


Village Vanguard. N. Y. 

Irwin Corey. Marie Young. Ed 
McCurdy, Clarence Williams Trio; 
minimums $2. $3. 

The Village Vanguard's operator, 
Max Gordon, who gave Irwin Corey 
his first major showcasing nearly 
a decade ago, has enlisted the com- 
ic to lift business out of the normal 
pre-holiday deldrums. It appears 
though Corev is capable of 
turning the trick. He's achieved 
somewhat of a name status in the 
interval. His type of humor is 
especially appealing to Village 
nabitues, 

Corey returns here with virtual- 
ly the same act as on his first 
Vanguard stand. The absent- 
minded professor characterization 
is still good fo~ laughs, and his 
act is most potent when he sticks 
to that formai. The professor gam- 
bit has good comedy content and 
it virtually slavs the diners. His 
French dissertation is also a potent 
bit of business. But when he strays 
into a Biblical discussion, he’s a 
bit off-base. His discourse into Old 
Testament readings is jarring and 
not conducive to a_ nitery floor. 
With the elimiration of that bit, 
his routine would put has zanyisms 
on a much higher level. Corey was 
on for the better part of an hour 
and despite his sole deflection, he 
walks off to hearty salvos. 

Remainder of the show has been 
at this spot ac various times during 


as 


the season. Marie Young, who made | 


a strong impact on her initial ap- 
pearance, returns here for a week 
until Hope Foye comes in. Miss 
Young, in this instance, has a batch 
of unfamiliar tunes which while 
excellently sold, require too much 
concentration to provide relaxation, 
A reshuffling of her catalog would 
serve her more effectively. 
Balladeer Ed McCurdy, a hold- 
over, seems to be improving. He’s 
also revamped his repertoire con- 
siderably so that there’s greater 
all-around interest. The Clarence 
Williams Trio showbacks capably 
and fills the dance floor. Jose. 


Roundun iin.. Las Vegas 
(HOTEL EL RANCHO VEGAS) 

Las Vegas, Dec. 6. 
Georgie Price, Dorothy Dand- 
ridge, Cover Girls (6), Meribeth 
Old, Sterling Young Orch (10); 
no cover, no minimum. 


Top marquee name here is an 
oldtimer in show biz, Georgie 
Price—who by his admission and 
matter of record, started singing 
and hoofing in Gus Edward's Kid 
Cabaret. A great part of Price’s 
vocal and terp gesticulations con- 
sist of recalling those days, It all 
garners good reception. 

_ Price leads off with “Can't Take 
it With You” and impresh of 
|Pinza’s “Enchanted Evening” and 
i garnering good yocks for “Largo al 


dispenses such items as “Little 
Girl Blue” and Joan Merrill's hit, 
“How Did He Look”. in an in- 


She works sans mike and displays 
a potent penchant for grabbing at- 
tention and holding it. 

Bobby Short, still the big draw 
after a 29-month run, keeps the 
nostalgia churning with “Harlem 
on My Mind,” “Who Cares?,” “Just 
One of Those Things,” “I Can’t Get 


Started With You” and the like. 
Sepia star takes over the joint 
completely with his breezy per- 


sonality, keyboarding and smartly 


| phrased songalog, copied in many 


jular here by visiting U. S. 


instances from old waxings (same 
arrangement of “Harlem,” 
stance, as Ethel Waters’), but it’s 
all sparked with his own brand of 
sharp song salesmanship. 

_ Robert Clary, gnome-like French 
import who has etched some arias 
for Capitol Records, gives it all a 
Pigalle touch that pleases. Agile, 
rubber-faced singer bounces up 
and down in the small space al- 
lotted entertainers here and 
perches betimes on one of the twin 
Steinways, the while doing a 
pleasingly assorted repertoire 
spanning “La Vie en Rose” and 
“Orange Colored Sky.” 

Owner Dolan emcees amiably. 
Dick Hazard and Julie Jerome 88 
the accompaniments and between- 
acts ramblings on popes and semi- 
classics that call for weeping in 
the beer. No dancing. Mike. 





Bagatelle. London 
London, Nov. 29. 
Beverley Sisters. (3) Edmundo 
Ros & Rhumba Band, Arnold Bailey 
Swingtet; minimum $3. 


After a session of American acts, 
the Bagatelle is now spotting Brit- 
ish talent with a return booking 


, Charlivels. 


After warmup ‘‘Wonderful You,” 
The Fog revives “Nevertheless,” 
gets gabby on intro to “Let’s Fall 
in Love,” but punches lyric in- 
nuendoes over for ribtickling re- 
sponse.’ “Blue Room" is surfeited 
with Torme’s brand of breathless- 
ness, while “All of Me” switches 
to pixie. Sender is his own “Xmas 
Song” with nice tribute to Nat 
“King” Cole; then into “Jamboree 
Jones” complete with college boy 
props, for a begoff. 


Richard and Flora Stuart, terp 
duo, win favor with first two 
whirls, but really sock over with 


“Bolero Cape Dance.” Adroit twirl- 


ing of satin capes coupled with 
deft footwork sells act big. 


Openers, the Romanos, are des- 
tined to be a sleeper and will cause 
favorable buzzing around town, 
Their jet-propelled setup of acro 
comedy stuff is a reminder of Les 
However, Romanos 
many similar 


seem speedier on 


'flippings. Injection of slapstick aids 


, frame. 


ee 


} 


‘sparkle, although 


setups, with constant motion keep- 
ing customers eyes rolling. Act 
isn’t content to let the heartstop- 
ping three high and forward fall 
close the turn,’ but go on for hand 
and chair balancing, flipovers, half 
and double forward and_ back 
twists sans hand assist. Running 
applause throughout isn't dimmed 
at close, when patrons award hefty 
mitts. 

Gil Johnson's terping aids Dansa- 
tions’ routines both times on. First 


for in- ‘is “On the Town” spotted from the 


Bernstein score in. Sailor, gal 
theme. Finale is holdover from last 
Barney Rawlings’ emcee 
work is favorable and in song 
chores with Normandie Boys on 
production numbers. Al Pellegrini, 
Torme’s pianist and conductor, 
gives capable assist. Al Jahns pilots 
musicrew for other acts, lends okay 
interim tempos for dansapation. 
Will. 


Blue Room. N. 0. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Dec. 6. 
Joe Reichman Orch (14), Con- 
nie Haines, Bobby Laine & Claire, 
Sharkey’s Kings of Dixieland (6); 
minimum $3. 


bill 





Current has plenty of 


leaning heavily 


‘on the musical and vocal side. 


for the Beverley Sisters, a chirp-. 


ing trio who first played this cafe 
on their return from America some 
time ago. In stvle and presentation 
their act remains unchanged, but 
its content has been varied and 
some new sparkling lyrics intro- 
duced, 

The Beverleys adopt a technique 
and treatment already made pop- 
acts. 
They harmonize effectively, score 
strongly with a few saucy numbers, 
but are somewhat out of their 
idiom on a ballad. 

In the first o, their two spots, 
they tee off neatly with “Three 


-a melody 


tomers happy is 
‘warm personality and 


Little Dreams” and follow through | 


with an attractive “Cruel. Cruel 
World” and “1 Hate Men.” By way 
of variation.they contribute a “Cin- 
derella” medley which they recent- 
ly recorded for Columbia and wind 
with “Teasin, " which is their best 
number. In their second show this 
tune is also their topper, proves 
to be a repeat but they also score 
with a punchy ‘Only for Ameri- 


| cans.” 


The Arnold Bailey Swingtet pro- 
vide nice backgrounding. Edmundo 


Ros crew handles rhumbas expert- | 


ly . Myro. 


The rollicking Joe Reichman’s 
adroit pianoing sparks it and gen- 


erates plenty of audience enthu- 
siasm. There's never a _ letdown 
from the moment he takes over 
to emcee proceedings until the 
finale. Leader is great favorite 
here. 


He’s a past master at making the 
customers feel right at home. His 
nimble-fingering at the keyboard 
impresses, while the rhythmic 
quatity of his band keeps the floor 
crowded with dancers. 

The Reichman crew 
sweet, dreamy Latin and bouncy 
music with equal ease but does 
not indulge in the urge to smother 
under weird arrange- 
ments. The bouncing maestro’s 
handling of the group is expert 
and the way he keeps the cus- 
a tribute to his 
showman- 


. 


produces 


ship. 

Topping the floor shows is viva- 
cious Connie Haines, also paying a 
return visit tothe Blue Room. She 
is a singer whose evident enjoy- 
ment of her work is communicated 
to her listeners. Thrush was given 
an excellent reception. A dynamo 
of vitality and a top song stylist, 
the winsome gal clicks with “Keep 
Your Sunnyside Up.” “Tt Can't Give 


You Anything But Love,” ‘Choo, 
Choo Idaho” and “La Vie En 
Rose.” 


Bobby Laine and Claire display 
versatility and agility in a_ fast- 
(Continued on page 68) 
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BUD REDDING 


Booked for 2 WEEKS and 
HELD OVER FOR 8 WEEKS 


MAISONETTE 





Hotel St. Regis, New York 
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Ice Show Review ! 








International Tee Revue ure skating champion and later 


Troy, Dec. 7. 
International Sports presentation 
of revue in two acts. Stars Eileen 
Seigh; features Jerry Relfield, Bob 


& Peggy White, Eddie Brandstetter, 


Leonard Furnas, Nick Dantas, Bob- 
by DuRay, Johnny Flanagan, De 
Witt Twins; production planned by 
Miss White and Rehfield; choreog- 
raphy and staging, Dorotlie Little- 
field; costumes, Miss White and 
Mrs. J. E. Luffman; setting, B. A. 
Butterworth; lighting, J. William 
Butterworth: musical director, Ed- 
die Ackland. At R.P.I. Field House 
Troy, Dec. 5, 50; $3.60 top 
Entertaining though not preten- 
tious revue is the realization ot an 


idea which White and _ Rebhfield 
formulate last spring at the con- 
clusion of a Canadian and New 


York State tour with Barbara Ann 
Scoit in “Skating Sensations of 


1950.” A number of the principals 
appeared in that show. Rehearsed 
last summer at Cobourg, the 
troupe has been playing the 
smaller spots in Canada for three 
months. Troy is the only Ameri- 
can engagement booked; Quebec 
is to follow Rehfield said that 


“International Revue” is a co-op 
venture, one of the few in the field. 

A small audience in the spacious 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Field House the second night of 
the engagement warmly received 
the 105-minute show. It lacks the 
size, elaborate production, spec- 
tacular costuming and_ brilliant 
lighting of better known ice dis- 


plays. In spots at least, the pres- 
entation also lacks their speed, 
sureness and precision, although 


the unusually large RPI rink may 
contribute to this impression. The 
show, however, has a group of 
talented principals, who perform 
with skill, polish, daring, enthu- 
siasm and good humor. The line 
—12 girls and four boys—is not 
large, but is young, lithe, attrac- 
tive, flexible and eager. 

Miss Seigh, former amateur fig- 


ROY DOUGLAS 




















Sie Sinn 


Featuring 


EDDIE-ECHO 


CASINO Theatre 
Toronto, Canada 


Matty Rosen 























Puppet Artistry by 


SID KROFFT 


Opening December 14 
TERRACE ROOM 


HOTEL 
NEW YORKER 


New York ; 


‘featured in “Howdy Mr. Ice” at 
the Center Theatre, N. Y., shares 
honors with the fine adagio team 
of the Whites, Rehfield and Brand- 
stetter. Miss Seigh appears four 
times: as the snow queen in the 
opening “Frozen Fantasy”; with 
Rehfield in a “dream waltz” cli- 
maxing the first-half closer, ‘““Seire 
De Vienne’: in a tambourin num- 
ber for “Gypsy Revelry,” and 
leader of promenade at end 
closing “Canadian Hoe Down” 
there are 21 on the ice for former. 
“Hoe Down” is not the flashiest 
bit, but it gives the line the best 
opportunity for precision skating 
and draws heaviest applause. Miss 
Seigh, blonde, adept and daring, 
is a fine performer. Her figure 
work is splendid; the spins and 
twists. including one-and-a-halfs, 
are arresting 


as 


ot 


Good looking, California-born 
Rehfield does a reasonably spec- 
tacular “Serenade” in “Soiree” 
before joining Miss Seigh for slick 
team skating He also registers 
solidly as “Caravan Master” ih 
“Gypsy Revelry.”’ and in dress 
clothes, with Leonard Furna an- 
other capable icer) as Debonairs 
in “Rhapsody in Rhythm.” 

The Whites score in “Poetry of 
Motion” and “Danse Rituelle de 
Feu.” Man is a fine skater and 


superb understander. Woman does 
breath-catching dips. swings and 
spins, including an attention-hold- 


ing one-arm pivot. Theirs is an 
outstanding act. Brandstetter 


skater comedian, 
humorous 


talented acrobatic 
pairs with Furnas for a 
“A Hunting We Go” bit after the 
opener. He also performs in the 
neat “Studio of Dance” number, 
which dovetails into “Ballet Blah,” 
with Furnas and Oscar Dussault. 
In second half Brandstetter cuts 
loose in “Ten Too Many.” aided by 
spotlight men, who keep him out 
of focus, for laughs. 

Others coming through nicely 
are: Nick Santos, in a high-skating 
‘routine, Bobby Du Ray, in hand- 
' stands, flips and somersaults titled 
“Jack in the Box” De Witt Twins; 
Jack Flanagan (unprogrammed) in 
a funny “Charwoman” solo spot. 
| Farmerettes in “Hoe Down” are: 
Roslyn McCleary (captain), Shirley 
Andrews, Shirley Luffman. Marga- 


,ret Chenier, Maureen Nickolas, 
Grace Wood, Monique Metivier. 
Irene Luteck, Betty Shand, Mar- 


garet Goddard. Joan Skinner, June 


| Solter, Jean De Witt, Joan De 
| Witt, Joan Hyland, Margarete 
Chenier. Bill Cunningham and 


| Art Nickolas also appear. 
Bruce Mapes, Jr., was an added 
| Starter in “Smooth Siyling.” His 
| Skill and grace caught on. despite 
| One ice-slip Mapes turned in ex- 
| cellent radio and television promo- 
‘tion for local date. 
| Five traveling musicians, ba- 
toned by Ackland, supplemented 
by five locals play the score well. 
Troupe ran into two bad breaks: 
heavy rain opening night and no 
coverage by Troy or Albany pa- 
| pers. Extensively-equipped Field 
House was a little on the cool side 
during second half. Jaco. 


) * ’ 
Skelton’s Midwest P.A.’s 
. < : . >] . 
Tied to ‘Birdie’ Film 
* Hollywood, Dee. 12. 

Red Skelton will hypo the initial 
midwest openings of his new Metro 
film “Watch the Birdie,” with per- 
sonal appearances. 

Comic has been set by William 
Morris office to open at the Loew’s 
State, St. Louis, for a week start- 
ing Dec. 28, and follow it with one 
week at the Chicago, Chicago. In 
each case, p.a. will coincide with 
film bow. 
































A BOX OFFICE 
ATTRACTION 
PLAYING 
MAJOR SPOTS 


Just concluded, Chez Paree and 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago: 
Prince George Hotel, Toronto; Ed 
Sullivan’s “Toast of the Town,” 
CBS-TV. 


DANNY O'DAY 


“The Mahogany Kid" 
Assisted by JIMMY NELSON 
and his new pal 
HUMPHREY HIGSBY 











OPENING 


Dec. 20—Hotei El Rancho Vegas 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


ll—— Riverside 
Reno, Nevada. 


Feb. 1—Ciro’s—Hollywood 
an 
ROXY THEATRE, New York 


dan. Casino 











Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 
































AGMA Sets Stars for Its 
Annual Benefit Concert 


Imogene Coca, Todd Duncan, 
Robert Merrill, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Gladys Swarthout, Patrice Munsel, 
Yehudi Menuhin, Elisabeth Schu- 
mann, George Balanchine and Fritz 
Reiner will headline annual bene- 
fit concert of the American Guild 
of Musical Artists at the Met Opera 
House, N, Y.. Jan. 7. Union is pro- 
moting the event under title of the 
“Concert of the Year.” 

Others to appear include Eugene 
Conley, Thelma Votipka, Fedora 
Barbieri, Cesare Siepi, Gyorgy San- 
dor, Aldo Parisot, Elena Nikolaidi 
and the Philharmonic Piano Quar- 








ete. Deems Taylor will be emcee 
and Wilfred Pelletier musical di- 
rector. 7 
ar fos P | 
| Miami Cafes Prep | 
| 
__—— (Continued from page b=! 
seater nitery. On the agenda for 
future date. are Patti Page, Jack 


Cole Dancers and Gloria DeHaven. 
Saxony hotel will feature name 
orechs such Miguelito Valdes, 
and Teddv Powell. Plan now Is td 
trv to book in solo star attractions. 
Same idea is being used by the 
Sans Souci hotel, where Jose Cur- 
belo is current, plus acts 

Harold Minsky has leased the 
Beachcomber from Ned Schuyler 
and preems his glorified burlesque 


as 


(same unit which clicked in Las 
Vegas in recent weeks) the 19th. 
Clover Club has the Vagabonds, 


Rose Marie, and Gene Baylos for 
Dec. 29. Jackie Miles will succeed 
Baylos in January on a 10 week 
deal. Chez Paree reopens Dec. 29 
with Max Furman and a modified 
burley policy until late February, 
when Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
come in a three-week run. They 
will be only top names featured in 
that room. 

Art Mooney, bandleader, has 
taken over the La Boheme, former 
casino, and rebuilding spot for a 
late December opening. Mentioned 
in plans for show policy are Gigi 
Durston. Noonan and Marshall and 
a disk jock broadcast. Mooney isn’t 
figuring on bringing his band in 
until he sees how the idea clicks. 
Leon & Eddie’s is now featuring 
the Ha Ha Club revue (temme 1m- 
personators) the Jewel Box, 
now at the old Frolics Club, with 
Jackie Maye heading show there 

Intimeries such as Park Avenue 
Club and Bill Jordan’s Bar of Mu- 
sic, both moneymakers, are doing 
well with their fresh young talent 
idea, buttressed by Jordan at his 
spot and vet Charlie Farrel! at the 
Park Ave. Rest of clubs around the 
area are all pitching for trade via 
strip gals. There are some 20 of 


as is 


them in outlving and city locations, | 


most getting by, and expecting lush | 
returns when the tourists hit town. | 

Hotel cafes are expected to si- | 
phon off a good bit of the early 
trade. But despite extension of 
hours by city offcials they still can 
put on only one show nightly, 
because of the law.which makes 
one ayem the closing hour for mu- 
sic weekdays and 2 a.m. on Satur- 
days. 

Copa City’s Suit 

Meantime, Copa City ops are ex- 
pecting hotel owners to join them 
in their suit to enjoin the city from 
allowing the new Municipal Audi- 
torium manager to rent the place 
to private enterprise such as Au- 
ditorium Attractions, Inc., and oth- 
er organizations booking in “unfair 
competition” in the way of musical 
shows such as ‘‘Brigadoon” and per- 
sonalities such as Eddie Cantor. 
Walter Jacobs of the Lord Tarle- 
ton was first to agree with Schuy- 
ler and Weinger of the Copa, and 
others are meeting with them to 
discuss the problem this week. 
Laurence Schwab, co-producer with 
St. John Terrell of the Music Tent 
shows here (a click last season) en- 
tered into the controversy with a 
statement that he believed any sort 
of attraction should be booked into 
the auditorium, on the theory that 
potential audiences for same 
abound in the area especially the 
thousands who cannot afford a 
nightclub but can pay to see a pop 
priced show. From looks of things 
now, it adds up to solid publicity 
break for any amusement op in the 
| area who wants to get into the act 
with the matter being fought out in 
the local press long before the 
judiciary arrives at a decision. Hotel 
, owners now have a heightened in- 
terest. Most have signed with Amer- 
‘ican Guild of Variety Artists for 
, minimum basic wage contract, after 
stalling when the Guild reps first 
, contacted them on the a¢re*ment 
| several weeks ago. All hostels now 
in the entertainment business. are 
involved in such controversies. 


| 


| Shelburne Lounge, 
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: Night Club Reviews 














embarked on a show-plus-dancing, 


paced dance turn that includes |20 Cover, no minimum policy, ap- 


intricate tapping, 
adagio routines for good results. 
As an added attraction, Sharkey 


acrobatic and |Parently hasn't 


been able te 
establish a set entertainment pat. 
tern for itself. Room used two 


Bonano and his Kings ef Dixieland Combos and a singer in its first 


practically bring down the 
with rousing examples 
New Orleans jazz. The 
sextet has feet stomping all over 
the place. They open in chorus, 
pass the solos around and display 
plenty of drive with “When the 
Saints Come Marchin’ In,” “Hada- 
col Boogie’ and other’ two-beat 
rhythms. 

“Pork Chops’ and “Kidney 
Stew.” colored dancers featured 
with Sharkey, scored heavily with 
their footwork and patter. 

The Reichman band also makes 
some outstanding musical and vocal 


band 
house 
genuine 


contributions of their own. They 
open with ear-caressing medley 
from “South Pacific,” and close 


show with a stirring musical trib- 
ute to George Gershwin. 
Capacity biz when caught. 
Liuz. 
Oval Room. Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA) 
Boston, Dec. 8. 
Margaret Phelan, Eileen & Car: 


ver. Harry Marshard Orch (9), 
Bob Taylor Trio; c er $2-$2.50. 
Margaret Phelan, with new rep- 


ertoire stressing special material, 
is in for’a two-weeker at this plush 
room, and is grabbing neat cus- 
tomer response for her vocal stint. 
Gal, a looker clad in a svelte black 
gown, 

Tees off with straight version of 
“You Do Something to Me.” She 
injects several “naughty” ditties, 
“My Darling Business Man,” “Love 
s a Cheat,” which she tabs a 
“gypsy song to end all gypsy songs” 
the admonition to spinsters that 
“You Can’t Take It With You” and 
her self-styled guide for 
“Since I Became a Hussy for My 
Husband.” Lyrics are cute and 
saucy with customers plenty at- 
tentive. Stint is interspersed with 
change of pace vocalizing of stand- 
ards “Can't Help Loving That Man” 
and “Wonderful World” which she 
handles in pleasing minner show- 
casing her classical training. Winds 


with semi-operatic treatment of 
“Lover” for neat bowoff. 
Eileen and Carver, solid terp 


duo, open bill with three nifty rou- 
tines winding with fast bolero, 
male holding femme aloft in one 
hand lift while executing a rapid 
whirl. Gets solid response. 
Harry Marshard orch furnishes 
neat 
rhythms for custome: dancing. Bob 
Taylor Trio fills lulls. Biz fair. 
Elie. 


Bal Tabarin. S. F. 
San Francisco. Dec. 6. 
Flora Duane’s “‘Gambols of 1951” 
with Harry Savoy, Verner & 
Draper, Cass. Owen & Topsy, Karl 
& King, Bill Clifford’s Orch (11); 
cover $1. 





The perennial quality of this 
miniature revue which, keeping 
abreast of changing moods, has 
evolved from the “Grandfather's 
Follies,” produced in 1937 (an 
essentially Gay 90s compote) to 
the current standard. ‘‘'Gambols” 
in its 51 minutes of fast moving— 
in some instances too fast—tempo 
succeeds in holding attention 
throughout. Show ranges from the 
mildly funny to the gayly spicy, 
with an adequate display of gams 
to please the wine imbibers. 

There are 16 varied items in this 
melange, including dance routines 
with eight girls and four boys, the 
roustabout ballrooming of Verner 
& Draper, the knockabout comedy 
of Cass, Owen & Topsy and the 
novelty ventroing of Karl & King. 
who manipulate six dummies 
simultaneously for a solid hand. 
Weaving in ard out of the revue 
is Harry Savoy whose brand of 
nonchalant humor is pleasant, but 
lacks the verve which the revusical 
needs. In the effort to spark the 
tempo at a racy clip some of the 
numbers are inclined to become 
jumpy, particularly the Floradora 
Sextette item in which smoother 
pacing would be more effective. 
This detail, however, is easily cor- 
rectible and detracts little from 
the sum tota! which is pleasing 
entertainment. 

Girls are attractive, costuming 
colorful and unit works well. Music 
by Bill Clifford orch is oke for 
both show and terping. Ted. 





wives, | 


backgrounding and purveys, 


Shelburne Lounge. N, Y. 


(HOTEL SHELBURNE) 

Jan Arden, Joan Kibrig, The 
Spotlighters (3), Ram Ramirez, 
Milton Page; no cover, no mini- 
mum. 





which has 


show of the season; now it’s got 


of two singers and a combo, plus a 


pianist and organist. While the 
singers are a lad and femme and 
have different styles, and while 
their stints are broken up by piano 
and organ solos, the wisdom of 
booking is dubious. 

The singers, both 
good and show 


of whom 
promise, are Jan 
Arden and Joan Kibrig, who are 
reviewed as New Acts. Vocalists 
are accompanied by Ram Ramirez, 
who also does a solo piano stint 
and shares the intermissioning with 
organist Milton Page. Ramirez en- 
countered a bit of trouble in his 
accompaniment of both = singers, 
but this will probably be ironed 
out with work and_ rehearsals. 
Page, who tries a little too hard to 
dress up his arrangements, is a 
bit too loud for the small room. 
He would do well to soften his 
volume and play his tunes a bit 
more simply. 

The Spotlighters, an instrumen- 
tal trio con»prising guitar, bass and 
vibes, do their own stint and sup- 
ply the dance music. As a dance 


are 


unit, their rhythms are a bit too 
much on the two-step side, and 
though brisk, lack smoothness. 


Their feature turn, in which they 
play with phosphorescent effects on 
instruments and gloves, is colorful. 

Show as a whole indicates a com- 


. plete lack of organization and di- 


rection, With Ramirez in the role 
of an emcee—a job he’s unsuited 
for—cues were missed, some songs 
unscheduled, and the entire pro- 
ceedings marked by a_ looseness 
amounting to sloppiness. It’s obvi- 
ous that someone is needed to di- 
rect the bill here. Chan. 


RUSTY 
FIELDS 


“The One Man Show” 


Now Appearing 
with Mae West in 


“DIAMOND LIL’’ 


Direction: AL DVORIN 


54 West Randolph St., Chicage 
FRanklin 2-4980 























DICK 


COURT and 


GENIE 


SAUNDERS 


“Courtship in Song” 


New Hastings Theatre 


Vancouver, B. C. 


Thanks to JOE DANIELS 
Placed by EDDIE SMITH OFFICES 














HELD OVER!! 


THIRD WEEK 


OVAL 
ROOM 


COPLEY 
PLAZA 
HOTEL 
BOSTON 


FILEEN we CARVER 


CALL 


Want at once—Girl musicians, all in- 
struments. Prefer those who double, 
sing harmony, both pop and Western 
(no hillbilly), do specialties and dance, 
for compact variety unit. Must have 
youth, be neat, and have TALENT. 
All interviews New York City. Write 
C.A.B., Box 864, c/o Variety, 154 W. 
46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 



































Wally Overman | 


GAYETY THEATRE 
MONTREAL, CANADA 





WEEK NOV. 27 
Mgt.: MATTY ROSEN, N. Y. 
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Russell Swam Set for AGVA Carpet 


For Blasting Union's New Dues Setup | 


Henry Dunn, American Guild of + 


Variety Artists administrative sec- 
“ has filed charges of con- 
unbecoming a member 
magico Russell Swann for 
on the air to ask for the 
recently enacted 


retary, 
duct 
against 
going 


ecall of the 


»nion proposal to base its dues 
ct ture on Il‘6@ of performers 
earnings. 


Cyann contended that once the 

starts this type of taxation, 
vercentage becomes increas- 
higher as the union accrues 
expenses, and ultimately an 
cill be donating a healthy slice 
er earnings to the guild. 

Syann voted against the edict, 
enacted at the recent AGVA na- 
tional board meet in Cleveland, as 
ubstitution of a previous idea to 
operators 5° of the 


on 


tax nitery 


ws budget to bolster its wel- 

e fund. 

nion claims that in order to 
on properly and_ provide 


eater welfare and hospitalization 
vices to its members a $700,000 
al budget is needed. The 1¢ 
hite is expected to bring the guild 
+ $500.000 annually. Remainder 

he made up from initiation fees 
other forms of revenue. 

on’s expenses, it’s claimed, 
were enlarged by attempt to or- 
the outdoor field. which re- 


ganze 
‘ ed an additional staff. 
on. however, is still mulling 
limit figure on the 1° nick. 
ead of setting up a large ac- 
counting staff to keep track of 
embers’ earnings. a top figure 
be set. Thus, if a performer 
cuch as Bob Hope earns $50,000 
for one week. union may decide 
to collect less than $500 for that 
qaate 
Swann went on the air this 


ek on the Barry Gray show on 


WMCA and spoke against the 
plan The Philadelphia AGVA 
branch board had_ protested the 


and passed a resolution favor- 
ng continuation of the 5° nitery 


budget tax which it had intro- 
duced at last yvear’s convention. 
However, it later withdrew its ob- 


tions. The Chicago branch ot 
proposed a resolution 
levy, but that, 


on also 
condemning the 1°¢ 
too. was shelved. 





Vocalist Teresa Brewer, one of 
London Records’ top sellers, is on 
the road on her first personal ap- 
pearance tour. She’s currently at 
he State theatre, Hartford. 














Appearing 


‘GOOD-EVANS’ 
Show 


ENGLAND 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


Aa An Branches of Theatricals 


c.asows FUN-MASTER 
THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. } thru 35 @ $1.00 each a 
ere ‘Sold in Sequence Only) 
CIAL—FIRST 13 FILES POR $10 
_ ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. per book $16 
: MINSTREL BUDGET .. $25 ° 
sow tac KouT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
GIANT cLassivios tne" 
NCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth over @ thousand. 
NO C.0.D.’$ 


; PAULA SMITH 
00 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-133@ 
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Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


i158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
| WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


“TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 
| ‘Dupticate Prizes Awarded in the Case ef Tie) 
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Lynn, St. Loo, Folds, 


Acts Paid Prom Bend 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

Lynn theatre here folded last 
week after a two month attempt 
by Paul Stroud to establish a 
vaude policy. Acts salaries for 
closing week were paid off from 
bond posted with American Guild 
of Variety Artists. 

Spot was the former 400 Club, 
once one of town’s name locations, 
subsequently remodeled as a the- 
atre. 


Todd in Boff Preem As 
Gab Impresario With 
Thomas, Jr., N.Y. Lecture 


With Tibet currently page one 
news as a result of the recent Red 
Chinese invasion, Lowell Thomas. 
Jr..’s current lecture tour dealing 
with that mountain region looks 
set to pull in strong returns at the 
b.o. Public interest undoubtedly 
hyvpoed by the Far Eastern situ- 
ation, was shown by the reception 
which greeted Thomas’ appearance 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Dec. 
The 2.760-seater, scaled from $1.20 
to $3.60. was completely sold out 
for the date. with the gross hitting 
around $6,100, and a few hundred 
people reportedly turned away. 
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DANNY O’DAY 
“The Mahogany Kid” 


Dynamically 


ussisted by 


Higsby. 
Opening 

Dee. 20, }ietel kl Rancho Vegas, 
Li = Ver Ss, Ney 

Jan. J1, Riverside Casino, Reno, 
NEV. 

keb. 1, Ciro’s Hollywood. 

Roxy, New York, in March. 


Mgt. LOUIS W. COHAN 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 


Set Roller Derby 
As House Units 





Of the coin taken in, $750 w ent | 


for use of the hall on a four-wall 
deal, while $500 was spent for ad- 
vertising and another $150 for 
Stagehands. Current tour, which 
started about two months ago. is 
being managed by legit producer 
Michael Todd, in latter's first en- 
trv into gabber handling. 

Stint, which runs about two 
hours. constitutes showing ot a 
film. in color, with an accompany- 
ing on-stage narration by Thomas. 
Titled “Out of This World—A 
Journey to Lhasa.” program deals 
with Thomas’ expedition to the 
capital of Tibet. on which he was 
accompanied by his newscaster 
father. Before actually going into 
the showing of the film, Thomas 
makes a few introductory remarks, 
recites a humorous poem by Ogden 
Nash and generally manages to in- 
gratiate himself with the audience. 

Picture itself is a neat technical 
job. and does much to eliminate 
some of the mystery surrounding 
Tibet. The Thomases were the 
first Americans given permission 
to travel in the Himalavan region, 
and were accorded every possible 


, assist from the Tibetans. Film af- 
fords viewers a looksee at the 
country, its inhabitants, and the 


primitive lives led by them. It also 
offers a colorful picture of an an- 


, nual summer festival. 


Some good dramatic moments 
are also offered, of which an in- 
jury sustained by the elder 
Thomas on the return trip is 
standout. The commentator had 
to be carried on a stretcher a good 
portion of the way back. The pub- 
lication of a book dealing with the 
expedition and a series of articles 
and pictures in Collier’s mag also 
resulted from the Thomases jour- 
ney into Tibet. Tape recordings 
were also made and relayed back 
to India while the expedition was 
in progress. Gros. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 12. 

Sisterhood of the Jewish Com- 
munity Center has extended invi- 
tations to the following patients of 
the Will Rogers hospital to attend 
their dinner in the downtown 
colony: Jack ‘RKO) Wasserman, 
Otto Hayman, Ben Schaffer. Wal- 
ter (CBS) Romanik, Larry Garber 
and Genie Reed. 

Helen Pelechowicz, ex-Rogerite 
who cured here, has joined office 
staff of the Variety Clubs hospital. 

After long bed routine. Lee 
Klimick ‘Republic Pictures) has 
been upped for meals. 

Albert Bagdasarian, who did a 
rest routine in Arizona, back at 
the mike at WNBZ, local station. 

Kiddies of the actors 
here getting a real break this win- 
ter, the William Morris Memorial 
Park having installed an ice skat- 
ing rink, sponsored by the Lions 
Club. 

Al Crane, who made the grade 
here. now at Don’s Melody Lounge 
on Hammond organ. 


Write to those who are ill. 





colony ' 


A.smaller edition of the Roller 
Derby. adaptable for theatres, has 
been formed. New group, labelled 
the Roller Speed Derby, is slated 
to’open tomorrow (‘Thurs.) at the 
Metropoiltan Opera House, Phila- 
delphia. Unit is designed so that‘ 
it can play smaller houses. In 
most cases, track will be cut down 
to fit the stage and in some cases 
several front rows will have to be 
eliminated to accommodate the 
skaters. United Booking Office 
will tour the unit which will com- 
prise a company of 30 which in- 
cludes two teams of five each, 
six subs, plus attendants. 

Nut of the new show is geared 
at $3,500 weekly exclusive of ads, 
and will include board of the per- 
formers as well. New Derby will 
shy away from the spots controlled 
by the Arena Managers  Assn., 
which has a tie-in with the Roller 
Derby. Seven shows weekly are 
planned. 

Because of existing tieups with 
networks, the Roller Speed Derby 
will seek local television outlets 
and iocal sponsors. Officers in 
the ‘new organization are Al 
Munch, president; Fred Thiele, 
veepee, and Saul Richman, mana- 
ger. 


Credit CBS Buildup For 
Jan Murray's Par Boast 


From $1,750 to $4,000 


Jan Murray credits his CBS 
buildup, as emcee of “Songs For 





Sale.” for more than doubling his 
longtime N. Y. Paramount salary. 
Although he had been brought 


back for several years straight at 
$1,750. when Murray returns Dec. 
20 he will get $4.000 weekly. He 
is in with the Bing Crosby “Mr. 
Music” picture and Louis Prima’s 
band. 

Incidentally, for the first time, 
Murray has a personal manager in 
Jack Bertell, which coincides with 
the tilt from $1,750 to $4.000. 


SEPIA REVUE PACTED 
FOR MIAMI NITERY 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 12. 


Larry Steele, former Pittsburgh 
showman. will take his all-colored 





revue, “Smart Affairs of 1951,” to! 


Miami Beach to open Sam Singer’s 
new Cotton Club there. 
first completely sepia show ever to 
play a Beach spot. 


Cotton Club is the former Kitty | 


Davis club which Singer took over 
after his deal to buy the Click in 
Philadelphia fell through. He’s the 
owner and operator of Atlantic 
City’s Harlem Club, where Steele’s 
“Smart Affairs” ran all of last sum- 
mer 

Since then. 
ing theatres and cafes, having re- 
‘cently played Bill Green’s here. 


Jimmy } 
Nelson with his new pal, Humphrey | 





5) Theatre Bookers on Spot With Less 


Vaude Time, Higher Talent Prices 





Ken Robey Reprising 
N. Y. Carnegie Hall Show 


Ken Robey will again set a New 
Year’s Eve show at Carnegie Hall 
N. Y. Because of illness, Felix 
Gerstman is ir charge of the show 
and agent Eddie Smith will book. 

Set so far are Joey Adams, Jean 
Carroll and .ted Buttons. Total pro 
motion expenses are expected to 
run to $5.50G Scale from $1.50 to 
$4.80 will obta‘n. 


Ringling Circus Makes 
Final Payment Of 
Claims to Fire Victims 


Hartford, Dec. 12. 
Checks covering a final $690,- 
612.43 payment on claims growing 
out of the disastrous 1944 circus 


‘fire will be in the mail sometime 


next week. A last satisfaction of 
judgment collected from 676 clai- 
mants, signed Saturday (9) morn- 
ing, makes the payment automatic. 
This brings to an end what mem- 


bers of the legal profession hail 
as the most successful disaster 
litigation settlement in American 


legal history. 

In accepting the final payments. 
claimants waived their rights to 
interest on the claims. They did 
so on advice of attorneys and in 
doing so facilitated payments that 
might have been held up for years. 

After the fire on July 6, 1944, 
in which 169 persons lost their 
lives and hundreds of others were 
injured, hundreds of claims and 
attachments were levied against 
the Ringling Brothers, Barnum 
and Bailey Combined Shows. Inc. 
The show was helpless to reorgan- 
ize and resume business _ until 
some formula was found to release 
it from litigation which threat- 
ened immediate bankruptcy. 

An arbitration agreement was 
worked out by the Hartford Coun- 
ty Bar committee. Consent judg- 
ments were entered for claimants 


after hearings before an arbitra- 
tion panel. Claims under $200 
were paid by the circus “out of 


pocket” and the 676 claims which 
remained were in excess of $200 
each. 





Former Spitalny Vocalist 
In Albany Tuneup Date 
Albany, Dec. 12. 
Maxine, formerly featured with 
Phil Spitatny’s “Hour of Charm” 


, femme orchestra, and scheduled to 


It'll be the 


unit has been tour- 





play a principal role in “Of Thee 
I Sing” at Malcolm Atterbury’s 
Playhouse during the Christmas 
week, will play a tuneup date in 
the Empire Room of the Ten Eyck 
hotel Thursday (14) through Satur- 
day. 

She’s in Albany for rehearsals of 
the musical. 


+ 


Theatre bookers are faced with 
a double-edged problem during 
these days of declining business. 
For the first time in some years the 
talent pacters are fearful of pact- 
ing top headliners on a 50-50 basis 
and at the same time feel that ter- 
rific guarantees demanded by these 
acts doesn’t always pay off at the 
boxoffice. 

Bookers are generally able to 
open up more time, especially 
around the Christmas holidays, but 
are stymied this year due to un- 
availability of names at “reason- 
able prices.” 

One booker pointed out that in 
one of his situations it cost the 
house $14.000 weekly to keep its 
doors open. With music, stage- 
hands. picture and talent costs to 
be added, the house must do at 
least $45,000 to make profit on a 
90-50 deal. In these times, he said, 
he’s afraid to make any such com- 
mitments for fear that theatre 
might not make out on the propo- 
sition. 

The only solution. according to 
bookers, are deals for reasonable 
guarantee plus a percentage to start 
at a figure where the house breaks 
even. However, too many top 
names are calling for high guaran- 
tees, 

\gain, television is the villain, 
it’s claimed. The bookers say they 
can't blame the attitude of acts 
since several video dates equal a 
week’s salary in theatres, but at the 
same time they're embittered at 
the idea that these huge demands 
will eventually eliminate vaudeville 
as a source of revenue to them as 
well as others who need this busi- 
ness. 


NEW HAVEN HOTEL 
OPENS 114 SEAT CAFE 


New Haven, Dee. 12. 
Plantation Room in central Hotel 
Oneco, town’s newest nite spot, is 


stepping along okay in its fifth 
week of operation. 
Bonifaced by Lou and Dave 


Gherlone, 114-capacity rendezvous 
offers two shows nightly, except 
Sunday, with a $2 weeknight mini- 
mum and $3 on Saturday. 

Guy Masella Orch (4) doubles on 
dance music and show accompani- 
ment. 

















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


HELD OVER 


CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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NINO MARTINI 


Songs 
40 Mins. 
Terrace Room, Cleveland 
For supper club bow of Nino 
Martini, concert and former Met 


Hotel Statler shifted 
schedule to 9:30 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. so that the 
tenor wouldn't have to compete 
with rattling silverware. 

All the gingerbread window- 
dressing for his initial Statler 
appearance, at something reputed 
to be better than $3,000 per week 
on hotel chain, is in graphic con- 
trast to of his vocal 
stvle and repertory. . 

“Martini’s program of operatic 
standards and several pop num- 
bers seems to be geared to a sure 
fire denominator. Yet he sings 
such oldhat stuff as “O Sole Mio, 
“Oh, Maria.” and “Sorrento” with 
fine appealing effect without shak- 
ins roof off its supports. 

\lthough he stands away from 
mike, which he doesn't need, his 
superbly clear and high-ranged 
tenor is surprisingly modulated. 
He still doesn’t have the physical 
flexibility of his voice. Sometimes 
appears a bit stiff or self-conscious 
when he lets down his operatic 
hair in a simple little French ditty 
or “I Carry You In My Pocket,’ 
but these numbers lend more 
human warmth to his repertory. 

It ranges from “Santa Lucia” to 
“World is Mine Tonight,” “Vous 
Dansez Marquise” (“You Are 
Dancing, Marquise’), ‘“Estrellita, 
“Amapola,” “Musme,” and *“Mat- 
tinata.’” some of which are cut 
into his supper show. Both Mar- 
tini and his excellent piano accom- 
panist, Ted Haig, do act in formal 
dress but with an intimate musical 
approach nicely calculated to dis- 
arm cafegoers who won't take 
long-hair stuff. 

Tenor rang up a couple of extra 
encores to satisfy crowd, which 
kudoed him, and 40-minute act 
didn’t seem too long to his fans. 
Abby Albert’s orchestra build up 
a showy fanfare in introducing 
Martini and bow him off in smart 
fashion. Pull. 


Opera singer. 
its nightly show 


simplicity 





ADRIEN ADRIUS 
Songs 

35 Mins. 

Ruby Foo’s, Montreal 

Long a strong fave with Mon- 
treal’s French-speaking audiences, 
Adrien Adrius moves uptown to 
the Starlight Roof at Ruby Foo's 
and works his bi-lingual material 
on a predominantly Anglo-Amerl- 
can crowd with plenty of savvy and 
success. Short of stature and 
built on plump, jovial lines, Adrius 
sharpens his broad musichall ap- 
proach in neat fashion, adapting 
his stage tricks to the intimery and 
his heavy Gallic accent builds 
rather than detracting from offer- 
ing. 

Teeing off with a song hello, 
Adrius maintains a hot pace, in- 
terspersing vocals with French and 
English patter that scores and 
draws plaudits for his “Monsieur 
Plume” 
talk in a comedy songalog that 
brings out the best in this sock 
performer. 

For a begoff, Adrius reprises 
“Signor Spaghetti,” which has 
almost become his theme song and 
is most requested number in col- 
lection. The nitery value of this 
tune is questionable; played with 
too much hokum and costume gim- 
micks, it is overdone and could 
stand general overhaul without los- 
ing effect. Act throughout is 
breezy and solid showmanship is 
evident during session in manner 
in which he handles a room and 


choice of song for any type of pa- | 


tron. 

Interchange of languages makes 
act a natural for television and 
vaude showings and with necessary 
tightening and trimming, the guy 
is a cinch in the better class clubs. 
‘ Newt. 


LEE MARX 
Juggler 

7 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

While Lee Marx apparently has 
been around for some time, he 
isn't listed in VaRIETY’s New Acts 
file. Marx has a fine juggling turn, 
embracing most of the standard 
routines plus a couple that are 
farely seen. Following some 
routine pin and ball work which 
he enhances with a sort of droll- 
ery, he juggles pins while balanc- 
ing atop a large rubber ball. As 
a topper, he moves the ball up and 
down a see-saw and then moves 
in and around several posts set up 
on the stage. 

His work is characterized by an 
ease and sense of humor that sells 
strongly. A good booking for any 
vauder. Chan. 


and his reaction to bop | 


SANDRA DEEL 
Songs 
20 Mins. 
Normandie, Montreal 

Sandra Deel, from musicomedy 
ranks, makes her initial Montreal 
appearance in current Normandie 
layout. Gal has the voice and 
stvle that augers well for future 
nitery appearances. Well-groomed 
brunet has a freshness and charm 
that made her an immediate hit on 
opening night plus a set of pipes 
that carried a varied song list with 





finesse. 
With roles in ‘Miss Liberty, 
“Annie” and “South Pacific” to her 


credit, Miss Deel wisely stays with 
show tunes for most of her num- 
bers. Setting the pace with a 
trusty, “Got the Sun in the Morn- 
ing” for her opener, she veers 
slightly to try a pop ballad, which 
slows routining because of over-ar- 
ranging and then gets back on safe 
ground with “It's Wonderful” for 
salvos. A medley of oldies midway 
in offering clicks and she gets off 
to a hefty reception for her interp 
of “Honey Bun” from “Pacific.” 
Mike technique at times leaves 
something to be desired on the bal- 
lad type song; she would do bet- 
ter staying on a show kick, leaving 
the torchants for the sultry chan- 
toosies. Newt. 


JAN ARDEN 

Songs 

20 Mins. 

Shelburne Lounge, N. Y. 

Jan Arden, younger brother of 
singer Toni Arden, has been lim- 
ited to a couple of television ap- 
pearances, With this his first nitery 
stint. He’s got an unusual voice 
that with time and maturity will 
probably register as one of the bet- 
ter in the pop field. And he’s got 
a style, modelled iargely after that 
of his sister. 

Voice has a quality of softness 
that attracts and holds attention. 
He also has an ability to hold and 
sustain notes, and back of the soft- 
ness, an occasional burst of power 
that enables him to change his 
pacing and tone. This, plus a good 
musical sense, should make him a 
strong contender in the pop field. 

His songs when caught were 
largely pops, including “‘My Fool- 
ish Heart’ and ‘‘La Vie en Rose.” 
He handles a couple of rhythm 
items and “Sorrento” nicely, and 
does a fine job with “Autumn in 
New York.” 

Arden is neatly dressed and his 
overall appearance is personable. 
However, he has a couple of ner- 
vous mannerisms, which he will 
have to get rid of, but generally 
he handles self nicely. Chan. 


PEGGY MANN 
Songs 

11 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 


| A veteran band and radio vo- 
calist, Peggy Mann is caught here 
for the first time as a single. She’s 
an extremely competent pop 
singer; has poise, good looks and 
dresses well. Yet, she doesn’t 
evoke more than a moderate re- 


sponse. 
Principal reason seems to be 
that she falls into the routine 


category of pop singers. She sings 
a couple of current pops and some 
standards no differently than 
dozens of other good chanteuses. 
Chirp is an okay vaude bet, but 
| she’ll have to achieve some dis- 
'tinetive styling or get different 
_material to hit better potential. 

Clean. 





DANNY CAPRI 


| Songs 

/8 Mins. 

| Strand, N. Y. 

| Danny Capri is a personable 


‘youngster with a strong, pleasant 
voice and a feel for pop and show 
tunes. He’s the opening act on the 
Strand bill and clicks solidly. Sings 
a rousing “I’m Gonna Live Till I 
Die,” then into a deliberate ver- 
sion of ‘‘Nevertheless.” He takes 
too many liberties with the lyrics 
and rhythm of his closer, “All My 
Love,” however. 

| Capri should stick to straight 
and simple arrangements on his 
pops. His selection of tunes as 
constituted is okay. He’s got poise 
and an easy movement on the 
stage. Right now he’s good bet 
for the better class vauders. 





Chan. 
NIPSEY RUSSELL 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Nipsey Russell, Negro comic, 


seems out of element when play- 
ing a theatre date. His material is 


strictly of burlesque wheel idiom | 
family theatre | 


and unsuited for 
audiences. Russe!l would do better 
confining his talents to local niter- 
ies where he’d probably register 
‘strongly. Comedian presents an af- 


fable personality and nice ward- 


robe. 

Act constitutes yarns and fast 
quips, most of which fall into the 
excessively blue category. He also 
'does a song bit about a kid hyp- 
notist that draws heavy mitting. 

Gros. 





JOAN KIBRIG 

Songs 

20 Mins. 

Shelburne Lounge, N. Y. 

Joan Kibrig, doubling at the 
Shelburne Lounge from the Shu- 
bert theatre, where she’s appear- 
ing in “Kis Me, Kate,” is a 
natural for the intimeries. Pert 
blonde, whose voice is tailor-made 
for showtunes and_ sophisticated 
ballads, has all the mannerisms and 
subtleties that go over in the inti- 
mate rooms. 

Her opening 
Colored Sky,” 


number, “Orange 
could be dispensed 


with, but following that, she’s ex- 
cellent on tunes like “The Boy 
Next Door,” “My Funny Valentine” 
and “Call It Love.” Has lots of 
poise, is nicely gowned and a 
pleasing personality. Chan. 
LOUISE HOFF 

Songs 

8 Mins.: One 

Palace, N. Y. 

Louise Hoff, formerly partnered 
with comic Mickey Deems, and 
now on her own, shows promise as 
a singing comedienne. Gal, a 


looker, has some good material 
which, with sharper. projection, 
should set her in the deluxe thea- 
tres and swank cafes. 

She has a good dissertation on 
dance instructresses and an amus- 
ing parody on “Nevertheless.” Lat- 


ter needs some pointing up to 
achieve optimum — effectiveness. 


Generally, she indicates 


for most media. 


promise 
Jose. 


PROF. KELLER’S JUNGLELAND 
Animal Act 

12 Mins.; Full 

Palace, N. Y. 

Prof. Keller claims to be onh 
trainer who works lions, leopards, 
panthers, tigers and other big cats 
in the same cage. He starts with a 
fairly lengthy dissertation most of 
which could be modified, but once 
into the cage, he paces charges 
through some arresting routines. 

While the tricks aren't unusual, 
they hold interest. He controls 
the cats for the greater part of 
routine sans whip or chair, but 
fires a revolver for signals. 

Jose. 


CLAUDIUS YOUNG 
Songs 

4 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Negro singer Claudius Young is 
making his pro debut at the Apollo 
after winning an amateur contest 
at that house. Lad has nice ap- 
pearance and average singing voice. 
| However, he'll need more than top 
standing in an Apollo amateur 
tourney to draw bookings outside 
of this Harlem vauder. 

Current stint is confined to one 
number, ‘‘Mona Lisa.” Gros. 


‘TWO BELLHOPS 
Songs-Instrumental 
8 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Decked out as bell-hops. this se- 
pia male duo, comes on with a gui- 
tar and bass fiddle for some okay 
tunes. Team augments with some 
light vocalling that adds to the 
act's effectiveness. Make good ap- 
pearance with guitarist, especially, 
demonstrating some nimble finger- 
work. 

Tunes offered, all of which are 
given vocal accompaniment by the 
duo, are “Coquette,” “Tea For 
Two” and “In The Mood For Love.” 

Gros. 








RICARDO & NORMA 
Ballroom 

8 Mins.; Three 

Palace, N. Y. 

Ricardo & Norma indicate that 
they've been around for some time. 
They are experienced ballroomers 
with a good sense of values, hav- 
ing some good dance designs in the 
straight terp passages, sparked by 
good lifts and spins. 


They're nicely groomed and 
work hard. The gal sometimes ap- 
pears aloof. A more relaxed 


stance would give a warmer aspect 
to the team. Jose. 


LOU WILLS, JR. 
Dance 

10 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Lou Wills, Jr., has been around 
| for some years, but he hasn’t been 
|recorded in VartetTy’s New 
files. He’s one of the better 
younger dancers, having a good 
conception of routines, occasion- 
ally spiced with humor and acro 
stunts to point them up. 

Wills has an amusing impression 
of Ray Bolger which is probably 
, one of the best of the routine. He’s 
/an energetic terper who should be 
| good for most visual media. Jose. 


Act | 
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Numerals in connection with bills pelow indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (MD Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll) (T) Tivoll; (W) Warners 
(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 


Capito! (L) 13 
Enric 
Renald & Rudy 
Charles Fredericks 
Trini Reyes 
Paul Regan 
Music Hall (i) 14 
Martha King 
Bettina Rosayv 
Roy Raymond 
Leonard Sues 
Kanazawa 3 
Sharkey 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 


Palace (R) 14 
Collegiatones 
Bobby Whaling & 

Yvette 
(6 to fill 
Paramount (P) 13 
Nat King Cole 3 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Mickey Deems 
Tong Bros 

Roxy (f) 15 
Elsa & Waldo 
Gautiers 

Steeplechase 
Jean Hyldoft 


Madriguera O 


& Brent 
Ribla 
(W) 15 


Romayne 
Gertrude 
Strand 
Lee Marx 
Peggy Mann 
Tommy Wonder 
Dave Apollon Co 
Danny Capri 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 15 
Satishers 
Eddie Peabody 
Johnny Morgan 
Consuela & Melba 
Oriental (1) 14 


15 Skylarks 


3 Stooges 
Eileen Barton 
Perry Franks & J 


{Sherman Hayes Ore 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City (P) 15 
Mills Bros 
Ethel Smith 
Jay Lawrence 
Colstons 
Lang Tp 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 14 
Church & Hale 
Don Cumming 
Weavers 
3 Switts 


AUSTRALIA 


MELBOURNE 


His Majesty’s (1) 11 


Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 

Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim de Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 


Alice Bronimann 
Cissy Trenholm 
Tivoli (i) 11 

Guus Brox & Myrna 

M & H Nesbitt 

Wally Boag 

Babs MasKinnon 

Marquis & Family 

Detroy 

lleana Sazova 

Rob Murray 

Eugene's Flying 
Ballet 

Celebrity 8 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1!) 11 


Frank Fox Terriers 


Marjorie Scott 
Les Jones 
J D Sis 
Maurice Keiry 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (f) 11 
Anton Karas 
Winifred Atwell 
Anna & Alexis 
A & V Farrell 
Doreen & Victor 
Alan Clive 
Evy & Everto 
Harry Bailey 
Mills & Belita 
BOURNEMOUTH 
Hippodrome ii) 11 
Dickie Arnold 
Josephine Russell 
Hal Gerrard 
Mickey 
Lopez 3 
8 J G Girls 
Jean Hobson 
Bill Young 
Balageurs 


BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 11 
Amazing Chevalier 
Oo 
Johnnie Kayes 
Flying Dernos 
Ranleighs 
Liberty Horses 
Oscar Spuds Co 
BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 11 
Pauline Penny 
Wally Dunn 
Les Biancas 
Brockways 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 11 
Vie Oliver 
Steve Conway 
June Manton 
Dorothy Caston 
Sylvia Campbell 
Maureen Power 
| Douglas Argent 
Ernie Brooks 
Laurie Watson 


Warren 


Les Rayner & Betty 


Girl Friends 
I & S Davis 
EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan 
Jack Lewis 
Dawkes & Rose 
Melody 6 
Arthur Knotto 
Pete Taylor 
Ralph Humber 
James Regan 
Eric Marr 
Bert Yates 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 11 
Joe Stein 
Max Carole 
7 Ashtons 
Fred Sloan 
| Jack Farr 
| Ronnie Stewart 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 11 
Roger Smith 
Reid & Squires 
3 LeRoys 
Jimmy James Co 
Jack Milroy 
Mischa Auer 
Annell & Brask 
3 Adairs 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 11 
Rhodes & Lane 
Neal & Newington 
Tony Vaughn 
Tommy Dee 


Caroline & Richards 
Parisienne Peaches 


J & A Grant 

| LEEDS 

| Empire (M) 11 
Scott Sanders 
Deep River Boys 

| Delly Kin 

Max Bacon 

Swan & Leigh 
Noni Nita & Dody 
Helga Barry 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (i) 11 
Reid Twing 
Syd Amoy 
| Ford & Lenner 
Danny O’Dare 
Lilian Brown 
Les Hotley 3 
MONTREAL 
| Gayety (I) 11 
| Lee Davis 
i'Thompson & 


i Scott & 


Johnny Lawson 3 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 11 

Billy Cotton Bd 

Foster 

Leslie Sarony 

Forbutt 

Elizabeth 

Billington 


& Collins 


; Duo Marno 


NORTHAMPTON 

New (1) }1 

Sam Costa 

| Nitwits 

| Bobby Breen 

| Curzon 3 

Martell Sis 

Nixon & Dixon . 

Ron Parry 

Hamilton & Vassl 
NORWICH 


Vernon Sis 


Hippodrome (i) 11 


| Jackson Earle 


| Valerie & 
| Wallace 





(> VW 


Davis 
Delise & 
Janet 
P & F Naylor 
Annette Duval 
Billy Eves 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 11 
Jackley & Jee 
Booth & Ziegler 
Jack Melville 
Suzette Tarri 
Olga Varona 
Herschel Henlere 
Joe Black 
Carsony Bros 
Bebe & Belle 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 11 
Maurice French & 
Joy 
Anne Shelton 
Floyd & B’Nay 
Charles Warren & 
Jean 
Rov & Ray 
Dolinoffs & Raya 
Sis 
Archie Glen 
Dick Henderson 
Henri Vadden Co 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 11 
Woods & Jarrett 
Eddie Williams 
Pep Graham 
WANSEA 
Empire (M) 11 


Gis 


| Eddie Connor 


} 








McAndrews & Mills 

Eric Corrie 

Roberts & Phillips 

Paul Gomez 

Les Trois 
D’Artagnans 

John Corrie 

Berry Cameron 

Marie De Vere 
Lovlies 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (I) 11 

Benny Lee 

Pop White & 
Stagger 

Ringle Bros & 
Renee 

Bega 3 

Max Seymour 

Annette Duval Tp 

Terry Scott 

Harry Benet 

WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 

Hippodrome (1) 11 

Arthur English 

Weston Bros 

Val Merrall 

Frank Marks & Iris 

Jimmy Smith 

Rosa & Rosita 

Francis Coudrill 

Kerns & Lou 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 11 

Jon Pertwee 

Bernard Miles 

Pat Hyde 

Semprini 

Chan Canasta 

Bartlett & Massey 

Roger Carne 


Dorothy Gray Co 


CANADA 


Richards 
Rowena Rollins 
Judith Sargent 
Hayden & Rose 

Marie 
Morris Graham 
Frank Stevens 
Mario & Adrian 
Jerry Merchant 
Will Skinner Orc 

Roxy (1) 11 
Roxy Follies 


Raoul & Suzy Toto 
Lucien Vandry | Barabara Hoyt 
Diane Arthur Griffith 


Steve Dwyer Maude Marly 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiano 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Bud Johnson 
Bud Powell 3 
Billy Taylor 4 

Blue Angel 
Connie Sawyer 
Bill Hayes 
Wally Cox 
Stuart Ross 
Harold Cooke 
Barbara Cook 
Eadie & Rack 
Chittison 3 

Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Mae Barnes 











Les Zoris 

Genia Mel 

Wilson Morrelli 

| Calvin Holt 

Ralph Young 

Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruwan Bleu 

Bibi Osterwald 

Hugh Shannon 

3 Ritts 

Ronnie Graham 

Norman Paris 3 

Julius Monk 

Little Ctub 

Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth ave 

Louise Howard 


Ghostley & Wood Erik Rhodes 

| Norene Tate Downey & Fonville 

Garland Wilson fraze) Webster 

Ellis Larkin 3 | Old Knick 
Cafe Society Jerry Bergen 

Josh White Arthur Barnett 

Beatrice Howell | Harry Fleer 

Leonard Conner Denise Griffin 

Cliff Jackson Fred Ardath 


J Windhurst Ore Old Roumanian 


Copacabdane Sadie Banks 
Henny Youngman | Jackie Winston 
Luba Malina Buster Burnell 


M Durso Ore 
Giovanni 
Skylarks 

| Jean Caples 
Chuck Brunner 
| Betty Harris 
Mickey Devine 
F. Alvares Ore 


Alverda 
Mary Mon Toy 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
Gioria Elwood 
Scotty Graham 
Charlie Stewart 





|; Diamond Harseshoe Penthouse 

| Ross & LaPierre | Paul Taubman 

| Rudy Cardenas Hotel Ambassador 
W. C. Handy | Jules Lande Ore 
Billy Banks | Hotel Biltmore 
Gloria LeRoy Harold Nage) Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore Hotel Edison 


Chic Morrison Ore Henry Jerome Ore 


Rigoletto Bros | Hotel New Yorker 

Jack Spoons Ray Robbins Ore 

Frank Evans Rookies 

rommy King | Carol Lynne 

Harry Meehan Farrar & Carter 

Billy Banks Ozzie Wells 

Harry Armstrong | B. Pennington 
Havana-Madrid Arthur Johnson 

Baer & Rosenbloom Hotel Pierre 

Lily Ann Carol De Marcos 

Roy Kirk Robert Maxwell 

Pupi Campo Ore Stanley Melba Ore 

Jerry Cooper Manuel Jiminez Ore 

Vierra Monkeys tel 


° 
Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 3 


tceland 
Alfred & Lenore 


Jack Palmer Ore Hotel Plaza 

Habibi Victor Borge 
Lota Artini & Consuelo 
Bracha | Nicholas Matthey 
Hillel & Aviva Mark Monte 

El Chico | Dick La Salle Ore 
Rosita Rios Hotei Rooseveir 
Los Gitanos Guy Lombardo Ore 
Pilarin Tavira Hotel St. Regis 
Sarita Herrera Jane Morgan 
D’Alonso Ore Milt Shaw Ore 

L’Aigion Horace Diaz Ore 
Harvey Grant | Hotel Shelbourne 
Lynne Bretton Aaron Payne 


Joan Kibrig 
Ray Ramirez 
| Spotlighters 
Hotel Statler 
Ray Anthony Ore 


Dolph Traymon 3 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Louise R Harris 
| Peggy O'Neil 


Rusha Holden Hotel Taft 
Myron Bell Vincent Lopez Ore 
Jimmy Dale Versailies 


La Commedia 
Jo Hurt 

La Martinique 
Herkie Styles 


Edith Piaf 

Emile Petti Ore 

Panchito Ore 
Village Garn 


| Mary Hatcher | Bourbon & Bayne 
| Peggy Fears Tex Fletcher 

| Johnny Conrad | Jane Abel 

| James Hawthorne Peter Rubino 
Ralph Font Ore | Village Vanguard 


Val Olman Ore 


Irwin Corey 
Latin Quarter 


Hope Foy 





bg Clarence Williams 3 
Sarah Ann McCabe | Waldorf-Astoria 
Christiani Troupe | Lisa Kirk 


Mila Raymon | De Mattiazzis 


Vikings ‘ Emil Coleman 
Nirska Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Johnny Alladin Ore 


“Roaring Twenties’ | H Edgewater Beach 
Susan_ Scott | Honey Bros 

Joel Friend | D Hild_Ders 

Connie Baxter Orrin Tucker Ore 
Henry Brandon Orc | Hote! Stevens 


Cher Pfaree ati x 
sam Cover | Sea ds 
Herb Shriner | Jerry Mapes 
| Francis Faye | ‘Jack Pee onl 
Helene & Howard | \; 


Mac MacGraw 

| Reed Williams 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Blvdears 
Jo Barnum 

| Jack Spoons 

Chordmen (4) 
Buddy Rust 


D Dorben Ders 

Manuelitto Ore 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Palmer House 

J & S Steele 

DeLeon & Graciella 

Rudells (3) 

M Abbott Ders 

Eddie O'Neal Ore 


Bill Perry 
Georsia Geen Leighton Noble Ore 
Jayne Walton | Vine Gardens 
Billy Chandler Ore Myron Cohen 
Hotel Bismarck Carter Sis (2) 
Norman Martin | Minda Lang 
Trude Adams | Susan King 
Lee Morgan ‘Mel Cole Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hotel Ciro’s 
Peggy Lee Desi Arnaz Ore 
Dave Barbour 4 | Joe Carioca 
Barbara Perry | Maryce 


Marco Rizo 


Eddie Bergman Orc 
. | Jesse, James & 


Geri Galian Ore 


Biltmore Hotel | Cornell 
Sonny Howard | Joyce Bryant 
Hoctor & Byrd | Mocambo 
| Vic and Adio Benny Payne 


| Anita Aros Latin-Aires 
| Russ Morgan Ore Eddie Oliver Ore 

| LAS VEGAS 

| Desert Inn | Harold Stern Ore 

| Romo Vincent Chuy Reyes Ore 
|Cariton Hayes Ore | Garwood Van Ore 
| EI Rancho Vegas Last Frontier Hotel 
|Gordon MacRae | Phil Spitalny Ore 
Anthony, Allyn | Nick Stuart Ore 

|, & Hodges | Thunderbird Hotel 
| Sterling Young Ore | Carol Bruce 

| Flamingo Hotel (| The Redheads 
Toni Arden Jacqueline Hurley 
The Kings Al Jahas Ore 
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Cepitol, N. Y. 


Enric Madriguera Orch (18), 
Renald & Rudy, Patricia Gilmore, 
paul Regan, Trini Reyes, Charles 
Fredericks; “Watch the Birdie, 


. 


(\M-G), reviewed in Variety Nov. 
29, ’50. 





Capitol’s current bill is generally 
pleasing for a pre-holiday layout. 
While acts are in the minor-budg- 
eted class and there is, aside from 
Enric Madriguera, no real name, in- 
dividual stints range from okay to 
strong, and overall pacing 1s good. 

Renald & Ruby are a smooth- 
working hand - balancing team. 
While few of their tricks are out 
ef the ordinary, they work .in a 
iow motion that builds suspense. 
Costumes, or lack of them—they 
wear only tights—add_ to their 
effectiveness. Patricia Gilmore, who 
vocals with Madriguera’s _ band, 
delivers okay versions of “Orange 
Colored Sky” and “Adios,” and 
also registers with a Latino novelty 
modeled somewhat after ‘“Man- 
ana. 

Paul Regan clicks strongly with 
his impersonations. While most are 
based on stock characters of stand- 
ard impressionist fare, Regan has 


developed a physical delivery that | 
socks them over. He’s also gotten | 


some fairly good material, and his 
stint is a pleasing one. Trini Reyes 


sells her flamenco dances solidly, | 


retaining a sense of authenticity 
while capitalizing on most of the 
commercial tricks. Gal is especial- 
ly effective in an unaccompanied 
turn. 
Charles Fredericks has a 
baritone, he opens with an operetta 
piece and then a spiritual and a 
standard. While his singing is good, 
he fails to register strongly. How- 
ever, when he sits at the piano 
and sings an expurgated version 
of “Foggy Foggy Dew” and “The 
Thing,” he gains a good deal of 
warmth and loses some of his 
stiffness. His closer, “The Lord's 
Prayer,” is especially effective. 
Band plays a couple of flashy 
Latunes and closes with most of 
the company in a salute to various 
Latin American countries. It also 
backs the show neatly. Chan, 


Cirele, Indpls 
Indianapolis, Dec. 9. 
Ralph Flanagan Orch, Patti 
Page, 4 Evans, Alan Carney; 
“Admiral Was Lady” (M-G). 





Ralph Flanagan and his orches- | 


tra and vocalist Patti Page are mak- 
ing friends on their first stop at 
the Circle. They both put 
emphasis on the music and less on 


personality and the customers seem | 


to like it that way. The non-musi- 
cal acts, the dancing Four Evans 
and comedian Alan Carney also 
hold up their end of the bill. 

Carney, however, has run into a 
funny 
on what's coming as_ television 
spreads. The management received 
a number of complaints from 
ticketholders who said they had 
seen him do the same stuff he 
offers in his act on a TV program 
here lately. This reaction wasn't 
keneral, however, as his material 
paid off in plenty of laughs. 

Miller-styled orchestras are no 
longer a novelty here, but Flana- 
gan freshens the formula with 
some youthful ideas that give it 
pace and variety. He treats a tune 
with respect and he keeps things 
noving fast. His vocalists, Harry 
Prime, Lynn Tilton and the Sing- 
ing Winds, make a nice impres- 
Sion, . 
Miss Page’s appealing sincerity 
and lack of stylish pretense make 
her friends with the customers 
right off. They took her warbling 
of “Tennessee Waltz,” “All My 
Love,” “Back In Your Own Back 
Yard,” “With My Eyes Wide Open” 
and “I Don't Care If The Sun 
Don't Shine” big, and would have 
stood for a lot more. 

lhe Evans family makes a bright 
splash with its dancing variety. Biz 
Wasn't too good when caught. as 
the weather was bad. Corb. 





Fox, Detroit 
Detroit, Dec. 8. 
Dick Contino, Martha Stewart & 
Blackburn Twins, The Ravens (4), 
+ & Flo Vallett, Martells & 
a ignon (3) House Orch (16); 
Dial 1119” (M-G), 


‘ This is a smooth, neatly paced 
ow with plenty of variety that 
‘eps the audience applauding. 
twit opens with fancy _baton 
Ty ring by Ted and Flo Vallett. 
‘de. n, Martha Stewart and Black- 
1 Twins combine happily in 
song and dance routines. 
waa hanging the mood are the Ra- 
mole a quartet who sing on the 
tri, ow side. They divide into a 
Une ns one mike and solo bass 
ere the other to produce visually 
Clive harmony. 
*eaturing a high tenor and a 
fop papP8S8, gets strong applaise 
* “Don't Look Now,” “I'm So 


sur- | 
prisingly varied turn. A_ polished | 


more ' 


one that may be a tipoff: 


Crazy for Love,” “Old Man River,” 
and “The Whiffenpoof Song.” 

Dick Contino walks on to ecsta- 
tic squeals and shrieks of dist- 
affers in audience. His musician- 
ship has improved tremendously 
since last appearance a year ago. 
He can make accordion sound like 
a pipe organ or an entire band. 
His numbers, “China Boy,” ‘“Mam- 
‘bo Jambo,” “Sorrento,” “Mona 
Lisa,” and “Lady of Spain” win 
him a beg-off. 





adagio team of Martells and Mig- 

non, three men and a girl, whose 

nifty routines are amply rewarded. 
Tew. 


. Strand, N. Y. 


Danny Capri, Lee Marx, Tommy 
Wonder, Peggy Mann, Dave Apol- 


lon (4), Florian Zabach House 
Orch; “Highway 301 (WB), re- 


viewed in VARIETY Nov. 29, ’50. 





| Strand’s pre-holiday offering is 
,an okay bill that’s smoothly paced 


‘and well-slotted. While there’s a 
preponderance of musical acts, this 
is somewhat compensated for in 
that Dave Apollon’s stint is a mix- 
ture of music and comedy. 


While none of the acts are espe- 
cially strong, each is individually 
pleasing. Singers Danny Capri and 
Peggy Mann and juggler Lee Marx 
are reviewed under New Acts. 
Tommy Wonder contributes a neat 
dance turn that’s distinctive for 
its flash and inventiveness. His bit 
with a lifelike female dummy is 
accomplished and amusing. 


Apollon is once again working 
with two Filipinos and a Hawai- 
ian. Instrumentally, the unit com- 
prises Apollen on his mandolin and 
a guitar, Hawaiian guitar and bass. 
Most of the humor revolves around 
the backgrounds of the personnel 
and their use of the English lan- 
,guage. Musically, their turn ranges 
from Apollon’s mandolin work on 
Liszt’s “Second Hungarian Rhapso- 
dy” to one of the boys’ crooning of 
“Mona Lisa.” By far the better 
part of the act is musical portion, 
especially Apollon’s remarkably 
nimble fingering of the mandolin. 

Florian Zabach is his usual genial 
self in the emceeing chores, and 


(‘he plays a couple of fine violin | 


;arrangements. The band does an 
excellent job of backing the show. 
Chan. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 8. 


Duke Ellington Orch (15), with 
Joe Chisholm, Al Hibbler, Howell 





& Bowser, Sarah Vaughan: “The 
Killer That Stalked New York.” 
(Col). 

This is one of the few band. 


shows that this house uses through- 
/out the year. The only trouble with 


extraneous 
enough Ellington. As one of the 
few real jazz bands left, with each 
member of the band a standout 
soloist on his own, more 6f the 
Ellington library would certainly 
make for greater impact. 
Ellington starts off show with a 
medley of his fave tunes, but to 
the avid fans, it’s almost a slough- 
off, just a few bars of the com- 
positions before segueing into the 
next number. However, it does 


serve to introduce the members of , 


the band. Joe Chisholm makes a 
baton do tricks that a drum major 
never thought possible, interpolat- 
ing a few dance steps as he flips 
the wand back and forth. He gets 
a big hand for his one-finger twirl- 
ing climax. 

Johnny Hodges and Lawrence 
Brown step down to pace each 
other respectively with 
trombone on “Sunny Side of the 
Street” for neat reception. Trumpet 
section, five strong, come forward 
for “Blue Skies” and Al Hibbler 
takes over the mike for one of 
Duke’s top compositions, “Do Noth- 
ing Till You Hear From Me.” How- 
ever, vocalist is working under 
handicap of a cold, and doesn't 
get his usual warm mitt. He 
follows with “Supposin.” with band 
jamming behind him, Maestro takes 
over at the baby grand with all 
the brass riding behind him for a 
“Happy Go Lucky” jam session. 

Howell and Bowser get laughs 
by berating each other for attempts 
on the uke and violin. While the 
quips may be hoary they get 
plenty laughs with one of them 
scoring with falsetto rendition of 
“Stay in Your Own Back Yard” 
and “The Nearness of You.” Off to 
nice returns. 

Sarah Vaughan, f 
swerves from her idiom slightly 
on bouncy opening number but 
gets back to it with solid “Summer- 
time.” Niftily garbed songstress 
gets in more pop groove with “i 
Love the Guy,” and then swings 
back with “Thinkirg of You” to 
her fans liking and closes sirong 
with bop treatment ef “Perdido. 
; Zbe. 


song stylist, 


— | 
Winding show in fine style are! 


the package is there is too much) 
material and_ not) 


sax and, 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 

“The Nativity;” “Starbright,” 
\with Martha King, Bettina Rosay, 
| Sharkey, Leonard Sues, Kanazawa 
Trio, Roy Raymond, Rockettes, 
‘Corps de Ballet, choral ensemble, 
‘symphony orch directed by Ray- 
;mond Paige; produced by Leon 


| Leonidoff; settings, James Stewart | 


(M-G), reviewed |No showstoppers, but get good re-, 


|\Morcom; “Kim” 
in VaRIETY, Dec. 6, 1950. 





The Music Hall’s Christmas lay- 
out, like at Easter time and July 4, 
has turned into a traditional cere- 
mony for the clientele of this Ra- 
.dio City showcase. For this holi- 
|day’s trade, the stage production 
repeats all the pomp and spectacle 
‘which has become typical over the 
years for this quasi-religious pag- 
eant. As usual, the show is com- 
posed of two parts, with the latter 
portion switching to a more secular 
Xmas spirit. 

Framed by the customary elab- 
orate stage trimmings and the 
choral ensemble, Martha King 
handles the soprano role in “The 
Nativity,” with Norman Wyatt act- 
ing as narrator and Raymond Paige 
batoning the massive house sym- 
phony orch. Although 
every year, this 10-minute produc- 
tion still has tremendous impact. 
For the hinterlanders who have 
never seen it before, it sums up 


all the technical wizardry and | 
richness of which this house is 
capable. 


- 
Second half of the show com- 
prises standard production items 


by the ballet corps, with Bettina | 


Rosay as the ballerina in a Christ- 
mas card number; the Rockettes 
with some more of their precision 
routines, and the glee club in some 


musical highjinks revolving around | 


a greeting motif. Miss King, during 
a production number set in a 
winter resort, delivers, for some 
strange reason, the torch standard, 
“My Bill,” which is out of key with 
the prevailing mood. 

Two regular vaude turns spotted 
in the show are sock. Sharkey, the 
trained seal, performs brilliantly in 
his juggling and balancing routine. 
It’s a perfect attraction for the 
kids who will be flocking to the 
house during the holiday vacation. 
Adults, too, find the intelligence of 
‘this mammal to be of an uncannily 
human quality. Certainly, this seal 
‘has the soul of a ham. 
| The Kanazawa trio, another vet 
vaude combo, deliver one of the 
;}most skillfully executed acro turns 
,in the business. Routine is com- 
posed of risleying of barrels and 
ithe smallest member of trio with 
some smart “misses,” which are 
good for laughs. Herm. 


Capitol, Wash 
Washington, Dec. 9. 
Mary Raye & Naldi, Don Cornell, 
Pitchmen (3), Bobby Whaling & 
Yvette; “Mrs. O’Malley & Mr. 
_Malone” (M-G). 





Current Capitol lineup lacks 
bounce, possibly because of absence 
of comedy. However, it comes off 
smoothly and has enough appeal 
to send payees out happy. 

Terp team of Mary Raye and 
Naldi earn their headline billing 
with a finely executed routine. 
Their’s is an effortless perform- 
ance, with one sequence following 
another so naturally that effect is 
more restful than stimulating. Terp 
technique is flawless, and numbers 
are on the sophisticated side. Per- 
sonality of team manages to pro- 


repeated | 


and a kazoo. Illusion of string in- 
struments is particularly convinc- 
ing. Act registers well, though it 
never achieves the belly laughs for 
which it aims. “Flight of the 
Bumble Bee,” with a broken down 
fiddle and a clothes hanger as 
bow, and a “‘zither” version of the 
“Third Man Theme” are best bets. 


turns. e 

Bobby Whaling & Yvette fill the 
curtain raising slot with a comedy 
acro routine on a bike. Open with 





| some inanities on a trick wheel, | 


| which falls apart, then go on to 
some neat cycling. Does okay with 
payees. Lowe. 


Apolle, N. Y. 
Ruth Brown, Willis Jackson Orch 





|(13), Nipsey Russell, Tamara & 
Orloff, Two Bellhops, 3 Chocola- 
|teers, Juanita Pitts, Claudius 
Young; “Lonely Heart Bandits” 
(Rep). 

With Ruth’ Brown currently 


among the top blues and rhythm 
sellers with her Atlantic recording 
‘of “Teardrops From Your Eyes,” 
present sesh at the Apollo should 
get neat b.o. play. Gal headlines 
bill along with Willis Jackson 
orch. House by-passed a_ stage 
show last week in favor of a 
double-feature because of the lack 
+ iypeaie to make up a worthwhile 
ill. 


Current layout spotlights the 
usual run of acfS, except for one 
that’s way out of bounds for thea- 
tre bookings. Comic Nipsey Rus- 
sell (New Acts), besides emceeing 
|part of the show, comes on for a 
solo stint with material that might 
prove embarrassing to most pa- 
trons. 


| Jackson’s orch holds down band 
assignment with some sizzling ar- 
‘rangements. Bandleader, especially, 
{gives as frenzied a demonstration 
of sax playing as has been seen 
at this Harlem vauder. Jackson 
| bounces all over the stage, rips 
off his jacket and gives the general 
‘impression of being in a tantrum 
_while handling his instrument. Ag- 
igregation. composed of three 
\rhythm, five reed (including Jack- 
ison) and five brass, open with a 
‘snappy “On My Own” and also 
|provide satisfactory backing for the 
irest of the show. 


! @e se 
| Cut down to a sextet, musicians 
;are spotlighted near stanza’s wind- 


iup doing three numbers, all in a. 
Composed of maestro | 


| jump vein. 
/On sax, a piano, bass, drums, horn 
iand trombone, crew gives out solid- 
ily with “Call of the ’Gators,” 
“Sorrento” and “ ’Gator Tail.” 

A_ short 


| however, fails to demonstrate any 
/special footwork in the little stage 
time she takes up. Tamara & Orloff. 
|Okay adagio team, click with their 
‘roughhouse antics, while the Three 
'Chocolateers register in comedy- 

acro turn. Two Bellhops’§ and 
‘Claudius Young are reviewed 
| under New Acts. 


' In closing slot Miss Brown takes 
the spotlight for throaty renditions 
of “Same Mistake,” ‘Teardrops 
‘From Your Eyes,” “So Long” and 
‘a blues number for an apprecia- 
tive hand. However her excessive 
‘mugging could be modified. Gros. 


Stars on TV 











ject across the footlights. though | 


terpings are handled straight, sans ' 
by-play or chatter. Opening num-' 


ber, a slow, dreamy waltz. sets a 
mood which 
fast, bright bit. The Latin flavor 
and hep adagio of “Begin the Be- 
guine”’ send couple off with a burst 
of enthusiasm. 

Singer Don Cornell, new RCA 
Victor click scores best with 
payees who welcome him on basis 
of his disk fame and cheer him 


along. Cornell's delivery at show | 


caught impressed as spotty. There 
is an unevenness about his presen- 
tation which can well be the re- 


sult of some nervousness, since it. 


disappeared by the time he bowed 
off with a very winning version 
of “Because.” Opens with “My 
Blue Heaven.” which seemed strict- 
ly stock, then went all out, and 


showed up much better in “There’s , 


No Tomorrow,” dressed up with 
the original Italian version. Does 
a series of takeoffs. with some 
identifying chatter, but never the 
names of the originals. However, 
there was never any doubt in the 
minds of the informed about latter, 
as vocal caricatures of Frank Sinat- 
ra, Vaughn Monroe, Frankie Laine, 
Ink Spots and Crosby 


quence, but went all out for the 
pure Cornell version of “It Isn’t 
Fair,” the tune which put lad on 
the list of juke faves. 

Pitchmen combine music with 
some laughs in a watered 
down Spike Jones routine. With 
one man doing the piano chores, 


other two go down the line of, 


torch instruments via zany dummies 


is contrasted by a' 


followed | 
each other. Pavyees liked the se- | 








Continued from page 1 =e 


are the most vehement against 
TV. First two companies, in fact, 
have recently edicted that not even 
their producers, directors, writers, 
'ete., can appear on TV programs. 
(One of the few exceptions is 20th 
producer George Jessel.) M-G 
doesn’t mind letting the video 
audiences get a peek at its exec 
personne! and technicians once in 
a while but. so long as it can gain 
the TV say in its star contracts. 
will not permit any of its marquee 
names on video. 

These studios, along with others 
in the industry, have come to real- 
ize that TV can be a potent adver- 
tising medium for their product. 
As a result. they are following the 
trend towards use of video trail- 
‘ers, spot plugs, ete. But, they 

maintain, even if a star could 
throw in a lengthy plug for his 
latest film on a TV show, the bene- 
‘fits to be gained would never com- 
pensate for the simple fact that 
the public was seeing the star in 
_action on a screen in their homes. 
| Studios, of course, cannot invoke 
the bans against freelance talent. 

Once television develops its own 
stars, around whom can be built as 
much glamor as the public now as- 
_sociates with the film names, then 
the studios realize they will have 
a real fight or their hands. Until 
now, many of the most popular 
video personalities have been 
carryovers from pix, legit, vaude 
‘and other show biz media. 


tap bit is offered by | 
Juanita Pitts, an okay looker. Gal, 


, Pianist 


Palace, N. Y. 


| Lou Wills, Jr., Two Valors, 
|Louwise Hoff, Jackie Bright, The 4 
Buddies, Ricardo & Norma, Sena- 
tor Murphy, Prof. Keller’s Jungle 
Land, Don Albert House Orch; 
“High Lonesome” (E-L) reviewed 
in VARIETY Aug. 14, ’50. 





Strategic routining gives the cur- 
rent Palace show some good play- 
ing values. Acts are spotted to 
maintain interest. 

Of the newcomers on this bill, 
Louise Hoff (New Acts) shows up 
extremely well. She was previous- 
lv teamed with Mickey Deems, cur- 
rent at the nearby Paramount. 
Other acts in the New Acts column 
are Lou Wills, Jr., Ricardo & Nor- 
ma and Professor Keller’s Jungle 
Land. 

Two Valors, hand-balancers, pro- 
vide rather a slow opening. Vet duo 
show some standard hand-to-hand- 
ing and depart from the usual with 
the understander’s double-jointed 
lifts. It makes for good audience 
values, but results in uneven ex- 
ecution. However, they're off to a 
good hand. 


Jackie Bright, a repeater at this. 


house, has a good audience par- 
ticipation turn. He gives things 
away amusingly. Most of the au- 
dience volunteers have to work for 
their gifts. Three of them indulge 
in a doll-diapering contest and five 
are cast for a hat-passing routine. 
Bright’s line of chatter is good, but 
should refrain from_ ridiculing 
those aiding him. Garners neat ap- 
plause. 

The Four Buddies, singers on 
Savoy disks, are an_ unusual 
quartet. They’re grouped around 
two mikes with the bass using one 
and partners the other. The bass 
gives virtually all the color to their 
offerings, counterparting the others 
with solid motifs. The basic tunes 
are okay, but their stage deport- 
ment is sub-par and there’s not 
enough physical color to place 
them above an average song group. 

In the next to closing spot, 
Senator Murphy delivers his usual 
spiel -on the political and social 
didoes. It’s virtually the same rou- 
_tine he’s been doing for several 
decades and one that the Palace 
oldsters still revel in. 

The Don Albert Orch, as usual, 
showbacks excellently. Jose. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 
Ink Spots (4), Ella Fitzgerald, 
Jackie “Moms” Mabley, Holmes & 
Jean; Frankie Juele’s House Orch 
(16); “Surrerder” (Rep). 
| 





The Ink Spots are making their 
,annual appearance headlining new 
Earle show. The act is a* solid as 
ever in its presentation, its har- 
monizing and rhythm, but the pre- 
holiday lull seems to have de- 
-scended. House was virtually full 
at the Saturday night show, but 
there were no_ standees. Billy 
Kenny, as usual, is the pacemaker 
for the combo and employs his 
effective head tones on_ such 
lachrymal items as ‘Time Out for 
Tears” and “You Left Me Every- 
thing But You.” In contrast to the 
‘lanky Kenny, stubby Bil! Bowen 
steps out for a comedy rendition 
of “Everybody Loves My Baby.” 
Harold Francis gets a 
chance to show his keyboard stuff, 
during the group’s chanting of 
“Sometime” and they make the 
getaway to their first great record- 
ing hit, “If I Didn’t Care,” for a 
surefire finale to the show. 

Billi is nicely setup and opens 
with the fast and fairly amusing 
footwork of Jean & Holmes, mixed 
duo. They are followed by Ella 
Fitzgerald, who is always solid with 
‘the customers here. She did four 
numbers at the show caught and 
could have easily come on for 
more. Her selections are neatly 
varied and include “It’s a Marsh- 
mallow World.” “Can Anyone Ex- 
plain.” “Don’t Get Around Much 
Any More” and the current fast 
number “Orange Colored Sky.” 

Jackie ‘Moms’ Mabley. well 
known on the cafe circuits in this 
area. goes over well in the big 
vaude house with her casual. throw- 
away style and material that skirts 
the blue. She has a new gimmick 
to her routine, a candidate for a 
seat at the U. N. Her spiel is 
largely concerned with what the 
girls and elder women can do to 
hold the boys and their men in 
this country. The femme activities 


recommended are largely non- 
political. Bob Bon, former band 
singer and nitery act. does a 


straight emcee job in introducing 
the acts: and both .4iss Fitzgerald 
and the Ink Spots went out of 
their way to beg for kudos for the 
nice backing by Frankie Juele’s 
house band. Gagh. 





Tong Bros., acro act, have work- 
ed as a trio since coming to this 
country over two years ago. A 
New Act review last week erra- 
tumed in saying they had previous- 
| ly worked as a duo. 
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et’s SRO B'way-Slanted Fledermaus’ 
Looms Season's Most Unusual Work 


The Metropolitan Opera, which? 


has already provided a number of 
items of unusual interest under its 
new managerial regime this fall, is 
coming up next Wednesday (20) 
with probably the most unusual and 
interesting production of them all 
in its new version of Johann 
Strauss’ “Die Fledermaus.” It 
will be the first “Fledermaus” in 45 
years at the Met. 

Third new 
season (“Don Carlo” and “Fly- 
ing Dutchman” were the other 
two). it already practically 
sold out, despite its upped tariff as 
one of three operas this season 
sold in a package as “first nights.” 
Popular interest in the presenta- 
tion is strong, because the produc- 
tion is more operetta than opera, 
and as much at home in legit as in 
longhait It was done on Broad- 
wav as “Rosalinda” in 1942). Espe- 
cially does the Met’s new offering 
appeal to Times Square habitues 
because of its strong Broadway 
touch. 

Playwright - director Garson 
Kanin was called in to stage the 
work, in his first try at opera (and 
the Met’s second bid to a Broad- 
way director this season, Margaret 
Webster being the first, with “Don 
Carlo” Kanin was also asked to 
supply a new book, or libretto, 
which he did by going back to the 
Haftner-Greene German libretto, 
used by Strauss, and to the Meil- 
hac-Halevy French farce on which 
that was based, and coming up 
with a new version in English. 
Kanin called in film exec-Broad- 
wav lyricist Howard Dietz to do 
new lvrics. 


production of the 


is 


Jack Gilford, seen on Broadway 
eariter this season in Kanin’s “The 
Live Wire,” was hired for the im- 
portant third-act, non-singing 
comic role of the jailer Frosch— 
the first Broadway comic to have a 
role in a regular Met repertory 
production. Rolf Gerard, who did 
scenery for both ‘That Lady” and 
“Caesar and Cleopatra” on Broad- 
way last season, was called in for 
costumes and sets. 

More Odd Angles 

There are other unusual angles 
about the production. Eugene 
Ormandy, for many years director 
of the Philadelphia Orchestra, will 
conduct the first few performances, 
in his first appearance with the 
Met Opera. (Ormandy will also 
conduct recording of the Met's | 
version for Columbia Records.) , 
Antony Tudor of Ballet Theatre has 
devised new choreography. Open- 
ing night's all-star cast will in- 
clude Liuba Welitch, Rise Stevens, 
Patrice Munsel, Nana Gollner, Set: 
Svanholm, Richard Tucker, John 
Brownlee, Hugh Thompson, Paul 
Franke and Gilford. | 


No Wide Application Seen | 
In Wildberg-Leonard Suit | 


On Producer’s Film Cut 


Decision of N. Y. Supreme Court 








Segasture Grabs ‘Wives’ 
For B’way Production 


Jack Segasture. whose produc- 
tion of “Sodom, Tennessee,”’ by 
Howard Richardson and 
Berney, is announced to go into 
rehearsal shortly, has also acquired 
the U.S. rights to “Young Wives’ 
Tale,” Ronald Jeans play 
ran 45 weeks in London last 
son. He hopes to present 
Broadway in the fall. 

Robert Perry is 
“Sodom.” 


seca- 


it on 


set to stage 





Two Musical Tents Now 
Set for St. Petersburg: 
More Skedded for Mass. 


St. Petersburg. Dec. 12. 

This Florida’ resort, already 
slated to have one musica! tent this 
winter, is now scheduled to have 
another. The latest setup. called 
the St. Petersburg Operetta, will 
be operated by pressagent Pat 
Hurley, with Wilbur Evans as pro- 


duction manager, Joseph Macauley | 


co-director and Roland Fiore 
musical director. 

Spot will be located outside the 
town proper, but in the opposite 
direction from the Treasure Island 
Music Circus already being 
readied by Richard Aldrich & 
Julius Fleischmann, in association 
with St. John Terrell and Laurence 
Schwab. Also, through the latter 
group’s tie with Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein, it will have access to a 
number of properties not available 
to the St. Petersburg outfit. so 
the two projects may not be in 
direct competition. 

The St. Petersburg Operetta will 
open about Jan. 15, probably with 
Evans and Victoria Sherry co-star- 
ring in the initial presentation. 
Among the shows listed for 
production during the season 
are “Merry Widow.” “Vagabond 
King,” “Naughty Marietta.” ““Rosa- 
linda,” “Blossom Time,” ‘Rose 
Marie” and “Student Prince.” The 
$50,000 venture is being backed by 
a group of Philadelphians, includ- 
ing John B. Kelly, brother of play- 


wright George Kelly and father of | 


actress Grace Kelly. 


North Shore Setup 


Boston, Dec. 12. 

Musical tent, for in-the-round 
presentation of operettas and musi- 
cal comedies, will be operated next 
summer by Louis Stern, Louis 
Richmond and Ben Washer at 
Magnolia, Mass., on the north shore 
between Salem and Gloucester. 
Spot, on the Casine grounds, was 


under option for a while to band- | 
leaders Ruby Newman and Sammy | 


Eisen, but they lost it and the new 
trio took over. 

In contrast to the original plans 
of Newman and Eisen, the opera- 
tion will be independent of an- 
other new musical tent to be man- 
aged by Richard Aldrich at Co- 


William |} 


as | 








which | 


JAY ROBINSON 
to 


has appeared good ad- 
vantage in New York in “As You 
Like It” “Gayden” and “The Shop 
At Sly Corner” will start rehearsing 
soon in the leading role in Shepard 
Traube’s production of “The Green 
Bay Tree.’ 


| Who 








Stirs Up Kaycee 


9 


Kansas City, Dec. 12. 

Jam of bookings in the city- 
owned Music Hall last week has 
given rise to a running controversy 
over which shall have preference 
in the hall, road shows or concerts. 


During the week the 2,562-seat hall | 
housed eight performances of “Kiss 


Me, Kate,”’ and three performances 
by the Kansas City Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

“Kate” plaved Dec. 2-9, with mat- 
inees Thursday and Saturday, and 
racked up a whopping $44,000 un- 
der the banner of the John An- 
tonello booking agency. The Phil- 
harmonic, on Tuesday-Wednesday 
(5-6), played its regular subscrip- 
tion concerts and Thursday after- 
noon gave a children’s concert. 

This necessitated starting the 
evening concerts a. 7:30 p.m., too 
early to suit most music lovers, 
and delayed the curtain on “Kate” 
till nearly 10 p.m., too late for 
majority of showgoers. In addition, 
it caused no end of crowds and 
jams in the Music Hall, with one 
| audience filing out one door while 
|a second came in another. 
| Whole affair boiled up Thursday 
| evening (7) when Clarence Hoff, 
‘manager of the Municipal Audi- 
torium, which includes the Music 
Hall, announced that a new plan 
would be put into effect next year. 


(Continued on page 76) 





Al Fresco Xmas Play 
| Set by College Femmes 


An open-air production of the 
Nativity play will be offered in 
| Westchester County, N. Y., com- 
‘munities by Sarah Lawrence Col- 
lege students. Presentation will be 
|offered prior to the Christmas 
| holiday via a horse-drawn wagon, 
| which serves as a stage. Per- 


Judge Kenneth O’Brien last week hasset, Mass., on the south shore. | formances will be given in parks 
in the John Wildberg-Claire Leon- | Latter spot will be run by Aldrich | and village squares. Towns sched- 


ard suit, is not expected to have 


ing producer Wildberg the $14,000 


representing the agent’s commis-, 
_architect and summer resident of 
_ Cohasset. 
/South Shore Music Circus and, 


sion on the producer’s 40° share 
of the $350,000 film sale of “Anna 
Lucasta,” the court’ specifically 
noted that the deal was not a 
“real” one, since the author, Philip 
Yordan, had purchased the film 
rights himself, so no agent was 
required. 

Whether agent Miss Leonard, the 
defendant, and attorney Herbert 
Silverberg, who was a co-pleader 
in the case, will appeal, has not 
been definitely determined. Since 
the judge’s opinion hinged on a 
narrow aspect of the film sale, it 
isn't regarded as applying to most 
such contracts, in which the stand- 
ard terms of author-agent agree- 
ments’ protect the  percenter’s 
rights. 

In the “Anna Lucasta”’ case, Miss 
Leonard's contract with Yordan ap- 
parently didn’t specifically cover 
the angie of the author himself 
buying the film rights. Even so. 
the judge’s decision didn’t affect 
her commission on the author's 
60°; share of the purchase price. 

_The subsequent deal, in which 
Yordan resold the rights to Colum. 
bia, was not involved in the dis- 
pute, 


‘more or less in conjunction with 
wide application in legit author-| his Cape Cod Music Circus. 
producer-agent dealings. In award- | 


at 
Hyannis, Mass. The South Shore 
setup is owned by a group headed 
by Charles D. Maginnis, a Boston 
It will be called the 
| like the Hyannis operation, will be 
affiliated with Music Circus of 
| America, the St. John Terrel-Lau- 
rence Schwab-Richard Rodgers-Os- 
_car Hammerstein, 2d. outfit. 





Fla.’s Artillery Stock 


| Set for Fifth Season | 


St. Augustine, Dec. 12. 
The Artillery Lane Piayhouse 
Florida’s oldest winter stock com- 


pany, will open its fifth season here | 
Jan. 5 under the management of | 


Patricia Dutton and Jane O'’Con- 


nor. Following the policy started | 
last year, the Equity outfit will play | 


road dates at several towns within 
a 100-mile radius, as well as con- 


tinuing its regular schedule at the 


local Playhouse. 


Misses Dutton and O'Connor will 
alternate as stagers for their 12- | 
week season, with Hal Shafer as | 
resident designer, Dolph Attionese | 


as assistant, John Haney as elec- 
trician, and Charles N. Mooney 
| business manager. 


'uled to see the offering are Yon- | 


kers, Dec. 11: Mount 
Dec. 13; Scarsdale, Dec. 15, and 
White Plains, Dec. 17. The clos- 
ing performance will be given on 
jthe Sarah Lawrence campus, 
Dec. 20. 

' The college’s travelling theatre 


Vernon 


_is part of the school's theatre for 


the community course conducted 
|by Madalyn O’Shea and John 
Blankenchip. During the past 
summer, eight students toured 
| Westchester with the theatre-on- 
wheels. 





Marks Levine 


(Pres. of the National Concerts & 
Artists Corp.) 


evaluates 
| nis es 
| Television Vs. Live 
| Concerts 
* 


* * 


another editorial feature in the 
forthcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


| “ARIETY 











Legit-Orch Jam ;: 


names. 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Complexity of the ANTA Play Serles setup, with two separate pro- 
ductions being presented in the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., at different 
hours of the day and evening, is indicated by the multiple payroll for 
the house. According to Jack Schlissel, business manager of the operas 
tion, there are five different payrolls, containing a total of about 160 
Company of “Tower Beyond Tragedy,” presented at the thee 
atre on a regular evening schedule, includes 43 names. “Cellar and the 


| Well” troupe, doubling on the same stage on a late-afternoon schedule, 


/numbers 23. 


In rehearsal are productions of ‘Twentieth Century,” 


| with a cast of about 24, and “House of Bernarda Alba,” with a company 


of 25. 


The house staff and crew comprise the balance of about 45. 


| Rex Harrison, who has a run-of-the-play contract as co-star of “Bell, 
| Book and Candle,” with his wife, Lilli Palmer, has the right to with- 
| draw from the John van Druten comedy on four weeks’ notice, effective 
;early in February, in order to fill a verbal agreement to star in a 
| Gabriel Pascal film production of Shaw’s “Androcles and the Lion.” 
However, the uncertain status of Shaw’s estate, pending filing of his 


will, may delay the screen project indefinitely. 


Otherwise, Harris and 


Miss Palmer are set to remain with the Ireme M. Selznick production 
at least until next May 31, when all run-of-the-play contracts automate 
ically expire under Actors Equity regulations. 


Backers of “Four Twelves Are 48,"" the Richard Aldrich, Richard 
Myers, Julius Fleischmann and Otto Preminger production of Joseph 
Kesselring’s new comedy, include Coast writer Mac Benoff, $1,000; 
stage manager John Effrat, $500; Fleischmann, $5,000; L. Boyd Hatch, 
of Atlas Corp., $1,000; May Kirschner, sister and production assistant 


of playwright Sidney Kingsley, 


star Watson Washburn, $1,000. 


of 


$1,000; producer Malcolm Pearson, 
$2,000; Preminger, $5,000, and theatrical attorney and former tennis 
The venture is capitalized at $50,000. 


Katharine Cornell, in her native Buffalo last week for the premiere 
“Captain Carvallo,” combined her visit with private business. She 


attended a meeting of the trustees of the $1,700,000 charitable trust 


fund provided in the will of her father, Dr. Peter C. 


‘ 


Cornell. Her 


cousin, John Cornell, stage manager for the Theatre Guild and just 
appointed to the same position with “Anna and the King of Siam,” 


also attended. 


Channing Display Ads 
On ‘Blondes’ Seen Unique 


For Non-Starred Player 


ads the New York 
Monday (11) 
of Carol Channing to 
the lead of “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., 
is believed to be the first such 
recognition for a non-starred 
player in years. The ad billed 
the comedienne’s name above the 
show's title, and in larger type. 
Miss Channing had been out of 
the show more than a week for 
a tonsilectomy. 

Ad indicated that although the 


Display in 
dailies 


the return 


Indpls, Nat Has, 


announcing | 


Likes Legion Show 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12. 
“Red, White and Blue,” the Le- 
Roy Prinz-Owen Crump musical 


| show sponsored by the American 


actress-singer doesn’t get star bill- | 


ing in the musical, producers Her- 


man Levin and Oliver Smith re- | 


gard her as a definite boxoffice 
factor. 
Management will probably make 
a strenuous effort to keep her with 


Legion, came near making its pro- 
rata nut in four performances aft 
the Murat (2,000) Dec. 5-8, despite 
a blizzard that held down attend- 
ance opening night. Take of $14,- 
150 was best yet on tour sprung 
from Los Angeles after the Oce- 
tober preem. Weekly overhead is 
figured at $31,000 when outfit plays 
without guest star, as it did here. 
Attraction shapes up at this date 
as a fast-paced, elaborately staged 
vaude revue, bigger and more lav- 


| ish than oldtime units in film pres- 


It also suggested that the, 


the show beyond the expiration , 
date of her contract, next May 31.) 
It’s figured she may be given the 


star billing at that time. 


| After “Blondes” opened _ to 
i/smash notices a year ago, with 


entation houses but constructed 
along the same lines. Much of the 
deadwood in it seems to have been 
eliminated en route. It now of- 
fered about two and a half hours 
of streamlined entertainment at a 


| $3.60 (with tax) top. 


“punches on. standard 


Miss Channing getting rave men- | 


tions, the question of upping her 
ito star status was. considered. 
| However, Levin and Smith wanted 
her to extend her contract for a 
second season in return for the 
bigger billing. When she turned 
down the proposition, the manage- 
‘ment figured that it would be un- 
wise to build up her name fur- 
‘ther, since she might become so 
closely identified with the musical 
that it would be that more diffi- 


| proval. 


It still depends for its heftiest 
nitery and 
vaude turns, plus handsome pro- 
duction numbers with plenty of 
feminine charm, and tunes that fit 
the show despite lack of hit pa- 
rade material. Audiences here 
gave it enthusiastic response, 
critics varying in degrees of ap- 
But attendance seemed to 


‘have been largely the result of the 


Legion's own efforts. 

Light appeal to general theatre- 
goers is attributed to the fear that 
it will hit them with a lot of 


cult to replace her when her con- | propaganda, which it doesn’t, and 
| the fact that they never heard of 


itract ran out, 

During Miss Channing's absence, 
as on a previous such occasion, 
Bibi Osterwald played the part. 





‘Basil Sydney Into ‘Tree’; 
| Ist B’way Spot in 15 Years 


| 
| 
| 


Basil Sydney is set for the Mr. 


Dulcimer role in Shepard Traube'’s | 


forthcoming revival of Mordaunt 
Shairp’s “The Green Bay Tree,” 
according to the producer-director. 
The part was played by James 
Dale in Jed Harris’ original Broad- 
way production. An_ established 
London star, Sydney has not ap- 
peared in the U. S. in about 15 
years. 

Jay Robinson had _ previously 
been set for the part of Julian, 
played originally by Laurence 
Olivier, but the role of the butler, 


‘which Leo G. Carroll played in the 


Harris presentation, is not yet cast. 


| Chi Catholic Conference 
Chicago, Dec. 12. 
| Catholic theatre conference will 
_be held at Mundelein College here 
next June 13-16. Besides the legit 
theatre, 1,000 delegates will discuss 
various aspects of films, radio, and 
video. 

Five major dramatic productions 
will also be presented during the 
seminars. 





| New 


it before. It's freely admitted at 
Legion national headquarters here 
that a mistake was made in open- 


| ing it in Los Angeles rather than 


York, where it would have 
been publicized through the usual 
channels. But feeling is that it will 
do okay, now that word is getting 
around that they have a_ show, 
Optimism also is based on the fact 
that it’s now in showtown country 
and that shorter jumps will help 
cut operating expenses. 

Show probably needs a suitable 
name to help sell it to the public 
and to put the finishing touch on 
otherwise rousing first and second 
act finales. Bob Crosby helped 
with this chore in Kansas City and 
Topeka. Efforts are being made 
to sign up Rochester for Cincin- 
nati and Detroit engagements and 
Virginia Mayo and Michael O’Shea 
are to join the cast for the Chicago 
run at $7,500 a week. * 

Equipment could be trimmed 
without hurting the show any. It’s 
said to have drops and curtains 
which haven't even been hung and 
use of lights probably could dupli- 
cate marching effect of last act 
finale at much less expense than 
1l heavy treadmills, which stages 
in some spots haven't been able to 
accommodate. Show is said to have 
weekly payroll of $16,000, about 
double that for most big touring 
attractions. 
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Equity Welfare Fund Seen Netting 


$40,000 This Season 


Actors Equity expects to get+ 


about $60,000 this season for its 
welfare fund from benefit per- 
formances of Broadway shows. 
The fund has thus far netted 
$9,818 on the first three show- 
ings, of “Call Me Madam,” “Af- 
fairs of State” and “Black Chif- 
fon.” It’s planned to let all such 
coin accumulate until a bankroll 
of around $500,000 is on hand, 
after which the income will begin 
to be used. That may take about 
five years. 

Next scheduled benefit, Jan. 14, 
will be “Bell, Book and Candle.” 
Thereafter, the special showings 
will be scheduled for alternate 
Sunday nights, with “Country 
Girl’ and “Lady’s Not for Burn- 
ing” slated so far. A total of 20 
such performances will be given 
this season. The initial benefit, 
given by “Call Me Madam,” Nov. 
26 to standee attendance, made a 
net profit of $5,746 for the Equity 
fund, while the Dec. 3 showing of 
“Affairs of State” added $2,905 
and last Sunday’s (10) edition of 
“Black Chiffon” got another $1,167. 

Administration of the fund will 
be directed by a committee com- 
posed of five (or possibly seven) 
representatives each from Equity 
and the League of N. Y. Theatres, 
with one member from the gen- 
eral public. Equity’s nominees 
have been appointed by the union's 
council, but their identities won't 
be revealed until the League’s 
representatives are selected. 

Just what form the welfare ac- 
tivities of the fund will take is 
still indefinite, but the advice of 
insurance brokers will be sought 
on the possibilities of issuing re- 
tirement payments, sick benefits 
and unemployment support. 


Phoenix Pre-Film Test 


On ‘Story’ With Douglas 
May Cue More ‘Tryouts’ 


Phoenix, Dee. 12. 

As a warmygp for Paramount's 
film edition, iliam Wyler will 
present a stage edition of Sidney 
Kingsley’s “Detective Story,” with 
Kirk Douglas in the starring role 
he will play on the screen, at the 
Sombrero Playhouse here during 
the season opening Jan. 9. Several 
other players set for the picture 
version will also appear in the 
stock presentation, which William 
Shorr will stage. 

The project, suggested by Ann 
Lee and Richard Charlton, Play- 
house operators, may lead to other 
such “tryouts” of legit properties 
slated for filmization. 
this winter resort is within easy 
plane - commuting distance of 
Hollywood, so that many screen 
personalities vacation here and 
various stars have played guest 
dates at the Playhouse, lends prac- 
ticality to the idea. 

Only other bill set for the sea- 
son is “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
with June Havoc as star. “O Mis- 
tress Mine,” in which Miss Lee 
appeared in the original Broadway 
production with Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne, is also planned, 





Fact that | 





ZIEGFELD'S BOSWELL 


Bernard Sobel 


reprises an intimate closeup on 
The Real Billie Burke 


* * *# 


an interesting byline feature in the 
forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Brattle May Do 
Gingold Revue 


The Brattle Theatre Co., 
rently partnered with the Theatre 
Guild in the presentation of “The 
Relapse,” at the Morosco, N. Y., 
may produce its first musical in 
|the spring, with British comedi- 
'enne Hermione Gingold as star. 














The show, consisting mainly of ma- | 


terial from Miss Gingold’s three 
London revue hits, “Sweet and 
' Low,” “Sweeter and Lower” and 
“Sweetest and Lowest,’ would be 
‘cast and rehearsed in New 
York, tried out at the Brattle’s 
home’ theatre, in Cambridge, 
Mass., with scenery and _  cos- 
tumes made there, and brought 
to Broadway for a commercial run. 
It is tentatively budgeted at 
$60,000. 


ee 


starred in the recently-abandoned 
Peter Cookson-Mary K. Frank pro- 
|}duction of “Lily Henry,” has re- 
| mained in the U. S. with the idea 
of appearing in a revue with the 
sketches and songs from. the 
i\“Sweet and Low” series, which 
i she controls. 


Jed Harris Takes Over 





756 ‘Sun’ for B’way Prod. 


Jed Harris, who was brought in 


_ by Lee Sabinson to stage the play, | 


| has taken over as producer of “A 
| Piece of the Sun,” atom bomb 
melodrama by Edith and Samuel 
Grafton. 
the play on Broadway this season, 
at an estimated cost of about $75,- 
, 000. 


After getting script revisions ac- 
| cording to his ideas, Harris report- 
| edly told the authors that he'd pre- 


' 


| fer to produce the show as well as 
| direct, 


| linquished his option. 





New Secunda Musical 


Leo Fuchs and Edmund Zayenda 
will co-star in and present a new 





From Bway Shows 


Store, will direct the second pro- 


cur- | 


Miss Gingold, who was to have | 


He intends to present Der ; 
_ union office and get acquainted. 


Dallas Dept. Store Head 
As Local Stock Stager 


Dallas, Dee. 12. 
Arthur L. Kramer, Jr., prez of 
A. Harris & Co., local department 


duction of the new Civic Playhouse, 
'“Detective Story,” in February. 

| Edyth Renshaw will direct the 
first play, “The Madwoman of 
Chaillot,” slated to open Jan. 17. 





New Chorus Equity 
- Complaint Setup 


Arrangements to handle emer- 
gency calls 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week have been made by 
Chorus Equity. By means of a 
phone-answering service, members 
working in New York or with tour- 
|ing shows will henceforth be able 
| to take up urgent problems with 
the union executives at any time. 
Setup, similar to one adopted 
| nearly two years ago by the parent 
| organization, Actors Equity, is ex- 
pected to remedy a long-standing 
complaint, particularly on the part 
of chorus performers on the road. 

System, which goes into effect 
next weekend, calls for officials of 
the union, in rotation, to be on 
duty over weekends. Whichever 
exec is available will phone the 
answering service at noon and 6 
, p.m. Saturday and Sunday, pick up 
any messages that have been re- 
ceived in the interim, and call the 
member who has reported an 
emergency problem. In most cases, 
it’s figured, difficulties can prob- 
ably be solved in a couple of calls. 
If not, a hurried meeting of the 
, executives can be called at the 
union office next day to dea! with 
the matter. 


In addition to the phone-answer- 
ing service, Willard Swire, acting 
'executive-secretary, doubling from 
‘his permanent job as_ assistant 
executive-secretary of Equity, can 
be called at home at any time on 
urgent business. And as another 
step to provide increased adminis- 
trative service, Paula Purnell, a 
member of the CE executive com- 
mittee, has been appointed acting 
| assistant executive-secretary. 
| Also, the union’s grievance com- 





| mittee has been reactivated with | 


| the idea of giving quick attention 
'to cofhplaints by members. And 
the various members of the com- 
mittee are visiting the choruses 
backstage at all Broadway shows 
in order to explain the new setup. 
Finally, in a move to establish bet- 
ter relations between offieials and 
the general membership, all mem- 
bers are being asked to visit the 





Cleve. Critic McDermott 
On Leave After IIness 


Cleveland, Dee. 12. 
William F. McDermott, vet 


whereupon Sabinson re-| drama critic of Cleveland Plain 


Dealer, is slowly recuperating 
from a critical operation involving 
peritonitis, that may keep him out 





of circulation several months. Re- 
viewer was rushed to hospital for 
| emergency surgery after getting a 


but no stars have been signed for | da, “Two Guys From Brazil,” at the | &bdominal abscess. 


it. Arthur Sircom will be resident 


| Public theatre, N. Y., Dec. 22. Fea- 


During his absence, W. Ward 


director, Alice Sircom ‘his sister) tured players include Yetta Zwerl-. Marsh, film editor, and Glenn C. 
will be pressagent, Irving Stiefel ing, Lucy Gehrman, Lilly Lilliana,; Pullen, his assistant, are pinch- 
will be business manager and Rob- | Max Willner and Rebecca Richman. | hitting on the legit beat. 


ert Soule designer. 

Miss Lee and Charlton also op- 
erate El Teatro, Santa Fe, in the 
summer. 





Hyams Quits Hurok After 


14 Years to Stay in Legit 


Barry Hyams has resigned from 
the Sol Hurok concert office to de- 
vote all his time to legit. He’s now 
production associate, as well as 
general press rep, for the Robert 
Whitehead Productions. He’s cur- 
rently p.a. on “Member of the Wed- 
ding,” and will do press on Donald 
Ogden Stewart’s “The Kidders,” as 
well as the Harold Clurman-Walter 
Fried production of S. N. Behr- 
man’s “Let Me Hear the Melody,” 
both of which are now in the cast- 
ing stage. 

Hyams was with Hurok office for 
14 years, mainly handling public- 
ity, but also doing some manage- 
ment, such as being manager on 
the combination legiter-longhair 


“Cabalgata” of two seasons ago. 
He's also credited with much of 
the success of the Sadler’s Wells 
Ballet last season and this in the 
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Offer ‘Moon’ to Guild Subscribers: 
D.A. Brushes Bway Ticket Hassle 








Met Op's G.M. 


Rudolph Bing 


observes that 


Opera’s Becoming 
More Secure in U.S., 


Cites TV as Aid 


* * * 


an editorial feature in the 
upcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


London ‘Roberts 
May Fold Soon 


London, Dec. 12. 

With Tyrone Power and Jackie 
Cooper due to leave the cast Jan. 
20, at the expiration of their con- 
tracts, the London production of 
“Mister Roberts” will probably 
fold at the Coliseum as of that 
date. During his recent visit here, 
producer Leland Hayward first 
figured on engaging another major 
name to succeed Power in the title 
part, but he’s now understood 
planning to close the play, since 
business has been running just 
about the break-even point and any 
slump would put it into the red. 
The venture has nowhere near re- 
covered its production cost. 

As Power has a film commitment, 
there is no chance of his remain- 
ing with “Roberts” more than a 
few weeks beyond the Jan. 20 
deadline. .Cooper is not known to 
have any definite assignment, but 
will probably return to the U. S. 


Buloff Back to Yiddish 


| 














Joseph Buloff will return to the 
Yiddish-language stage as star of 
“Death of a Salesman,” in which he 
appeared last season in Buenos 
Aires. The Arthur Miller drama is 
being produced by Goldberg & Ja- 
cobs. It opens next week, Dec. 22, 
at the Parkway theatre, Brooklyn. 

Translated and directed by Bu- 
loff, the play will be presented 
there for an indefinite run, with 
| Luba Kadison, Nathan Goldberg, 
| Hanna Hollander, David Allen, 


Sonia Zomina, Lewis Norman, Max | 


| Rosenblatt, Sam Gertler and Yacob 
_Susanoff among the cast. 


| “Salesman” is the fifth Broadway 
play which Goldberg and Jacobs 


have brought to the Yiddish stage. | 





Oldtime Jefferson City 


| Opera House Burns Down 
St. Louis, Dec. 12. 





| stopover between Kansas City and 
St. Louis of legit road companies, 
' was destroyed by fire last week. 

| The building hasn’t been occu- 
‘pied in recent years. 
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+ Possibility of the Theatre Guild 


ultimately expanding its subscrip- 
tion setup in New York to include 
“bonus” selections of shows of 
other managements is seen in the 
organization’s action this week in 
offering its members a chance to 
buy tickets to Gilbert Miller’s pro- 
duction “Ring Round the Moon” 
at a 50c. discount. Guild officials 
point out that the organization has 
at various times previously given 
its subscribers an opportunity to 
purchase tickets to non-subscrip- 
tion presentations, notably in the 
ease of last season’s “Madwoman 
of Chaillot” and several seasons ago 
with the Cheryl Crawford-John 
Wildberg revival of “Porgy and 
Bess.”” They minimize the prospect 
of making it a regular practice. 
Other producers, including one 
member of the Committee of The- 
atrical Preducers, have suggested 
that the Guild might readily widen 
its subscription setup to offer its 
clientele voluntary bonus selec- 
tions of shows of other manage- 
ments. Such an arrangement, sup- 
plementing the regular Guild sub- 
scription season, might include a 
specific number of added shows, or 
be left subject to the availability 
of suitable presentations. In any 
case, it’s pointed out, the Guild 





Stage in ‘Salesman’ 


The Jefferson City, Mo., opera’ 
Yiddish musical by Sholom Secun- | thorough checkup that revealed an house, 50 years old and once the | agency. 


has already launched a somewhat 


|similar plan in its sponsorship of 
| “bonus” 
| scribers in road cities. 


productions for its sub- 


Apparently fearing that such a 
plan might undercut her Show-of- 
the-Month Club, Sylvia Siegler was 
concerned yesterday (Tues.) over 
the Guild deal for “Ring Round 
the Moon.” Fact that Guild sub- 


(Continued on page 76) 


Fridolin Sets Strong 


| Terms With Shuberts 
On Broadway ‘Rooster’ 


Deal for Fridolin (Gratient Ge- 
linas) to co-present his own play, 
“Ti-Coq” (‘Little Rooster’) on 
Broadway in association with Lee 
and J. J. Shubert, calls for the 
| French-Canadian star to get a slid- 
ing scale of 5-712-10% of the 
gross as author, 10% as actor and 
1% as director, plus 25% of the 
profits from the production. Com- 
edy-drama, originally written in 
French and first presented in Eng- 
lish last season, is current in Mont- 
real, plays the week of Jan. 8 in 
Toronto, opens the week of Jan. 15 
in Chicago and is due on Broadway 
some time in February. 

Play in two acts, with 12 scenes, 
has scenery designed by Joan 
Fournier de Belleval and incidental 
music composed by Maurice Black. 
burn. Various managements, in- 
cluding the Theatre Guild, Her- 
/man Shumlin, Saint Subber and 
Guthrie McClintic reportedly 
sought to bring the show to Broad- 
| way, with Arthur Schwartz at one 

point having a deal sewed up, only 
to break down over a difference in 
terms. 
| Fridolin was represented in the 
negotiations by the William Morris 





‘Cleve, Stock Co. Set To 
Fill in Roadshow Blanks 


Cleveland, Dec. 12. 

Broadway and Hollywood names 
are currently being sought for the 
stock company formed here by Ray 
Boyle. young strawhat producer, 
and Winsor French, theatrical col- 
umnist on the Cleveland Press. 
All-equity company will offer peri- 
odie productions at the Hanna here, 
filling in the lapses between road- 
show presentations at the house. 
Plays will be put on under the ban- 
ner, “Milton Krantz Presents,” us- 
ing the theatre manager’s name. 
Initial production, set to run for 
one week beginning Dec. 25 with 
Bill Veeck, former prexy of the 
Cleveland Indians baseball club, in 
the leading role, will be “The Man 
Who Came to Dinner.” 

Boyle, who directed the Ring 
Theatre’s eight-week summer sea- 
son at the Hotel Allerton here last 
summer, is now in N. Y. on a talent 
hunt. He’s also understood to be 
dickering with Charles Boyer to 
appear in “The Constant Nymph,” 
Lee Tracy for “Idiot’s Delight,” 
John Carradine for “Tobacco 
Road” and Van Heflin for “Berke- 
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Plays Out of Town 


Little Seandal 


Pasadena, Dec. 8. 
Pasadena Playhouse production of com- 
edy in three acts (six scenes) by Florence 
Ryerson and Alice D. G. Miller. Directed 
by Lenore Shanewise. Set by Scott Me- 
Lean. At Pasadena Playhouse, Pasadena, 
Cal., Dec. 7, °50; $2.40 top. 


ain Carvalloe | 


Buffalo, Dec. 7. 
i i f comedy 
atharine Cornell production o ( 
tn tee acts by Denis Cannan. Stars Miss 
Cornell, Cedric Hardwicke, John Buckmas- 
ter, Nigel Bruce. Robert Emhardat. Direct- 
ed by Guthrie McClintic; scenery by Rolf 
Gerard; costumes by Motley. By arrange- 
ment with Laurence Olivier. Erlanger, 
ec. 6, 1950; $5.60 top. 
} ge — ee aks Hope Cameron 
Smilja Darde , Ratharee ges 
T aro! Nige ruce 
teeter ¥ i Cedric Hardwicke 


Capt 


Activities of UN personnel pro- 
vide a new springboard for the 
familiar mistaken-identity plot re- 
volving around the parenthood of 


Private Gross —.-erees Walter Starkey : F a" “Tt rr : 
Captain Carvallo John Duckenas es a _seemingly-illegitimate child in 
Caspar Darde Robert Emharat this new Florence Ryerson-Alice 
— D. G. Miller script. It’s a near- 
If the American premiere of this miss for Broadway, but “Little | 
are Brit h importation, which is Scandal” has all the elements of 
satest gessron tieall iaheled “a Pleasing strawhat fare and might 
eee Ce ea? ia. ionificant easily make a_ laugh-provoking 
traGition veh ar ¥ that Katharine film. Good comedy writing is 
ee lorn vehicles have stretched a trifle too thin for big- 
Cornell fPimcae ggg ) for her’ time success in its present form, 
SciCOM Prove sn alich humor. stage, but careful rewriting might pro- 
ee een ees better than it @uce the desired tightness to make 
OF ove ked un to be. Only the latter it @ homey comedy click. 
~r Sheg it onl ecount for the Laughs stem from the return 
et Tine Cannan’s ineptly- home, after two years abroad, of 
peel aig ite aate its fourth UN worker Angela Pettigrew. She 
Veen oe don with Diana Wyn- brings with her a_several-day-old 
month in London ss orn baby — and even her own family 
yord feacurecr  ececion. billed as finds it bard to believe her story 
rag ger a phage so lee: “production,” that she smuggled the infant in 
CRD n uninspired piece of from Paris when its mother died in 
pivhephur egg Prceten y eniry, di- Childbirth. The father is a wildcat 
Sees gee a pag ioe hn pilot, currently somewhere in the 
ECT ee ee end with strong overe| Wud blue yonder. The town, of 
ee * arks the return Course, is wondering whether An- 
were Oe betes seo) ‘of Miss Cor- ela hasn’t been carrying world co- 
oe Ee Se ee tips -asons wit!) Operation a little too far. Every- 
agra hse Pag eee Ta coed bv thing gets straightened out in 
the tras ee ee FE en ge ee proper order after Angela has a 
this aetiene age = Tt e first fight with her diplomat-fiancee, 
aoe eee ee ee tl it staves off an attempted kidnapping 
act hi oe Ser co as wna by baby black-marketeers and de- 
passages, tae oe “igs ole n_ livers the tot to its father in time 
slapstick — = BE yeie-stosa to make the final curtain clinch 
chad dies pinta ee —— with her diplomat. 
MP S08 SO Sven ~ f yi ~~ “we Laughs flow freely during the 
Pac = ot Ras ‘Le _—— on first and second acts, but action is 
A sali a retireiggy ~ slowed considerably when _ the 
army calls at a farm van gh * script attempts to bridge a few 
myihical European country 4 his serious moments. Authors have 
range a billet for hi — ste: base beautifully captured the flavor of 
aide. — be indsome i ene oh smalltown life and the clubwomen 
rng Pci a ox tall. oy ond characterizations are devastatingly 
ee wee eee’ wee Po accurate. 
jee him ong a ghd oper Well-selected cast gets the most 
eatn ae the hands i ‘ Salis, ines u or hes 
hone her doltish husband is a out i are — Resieraoct ot 
sader. she turns the tables’ by ——~ “ ig -saheeae +s arce os : ! 
leader, rection. Paul Maxey and Madge 


seducing him into an all-night as- 
sitnation 
The billet 


Blake are comfortably at ease as 
Angela’s parents, to score solidly. 
Genevieve Johnson earns attention 
as a bookish spinster-neighbor, and 
Sally Parr and John Milton Ken- 
nedy are appealing as the leads. 
Production, 358th on the Play- 
house’s Main Stage, boasts another 
fine Scott McLean set. Kap. 


is blown up but he 
emerges safely from her bedroom 
next morning. When he offers to 
desert to be near her, she repulses 
him and sends him ruefully on his 
way. <A philosophic teacher of 
biology caught up in the partisan 
plottings. and a pair of young lov- 
ers complete the roster of onstage 
goings on. 





Plot and motivation are jerry- 
built and flimsy. Guthrie Mc- College Plays 


Clintie directs the agen to — i 
recical strokes, utilizing most | ‘ 
ge stock tricks of rnin with | Too Hot for Toddy 
doors, closets, under-table antics | Princeton, N. J., Dec. 7. 
and similar pieces of stage busi- Princeton U. Triangle Club production 
ness for guffaws. There are also: of revue in two acts (19 scenes), with 
some touches of fantasy in the di- 
rection and acting which lend an 





H. Bunce, C. Robert Jennings, Edward J. 
Streator, Walter H. Lieberman, III, and 








} 
! 
} 
| 


| cellent. 


prolog. Book by Bruce H. Kennedy, Peter | 


atmosphere of unreality to the John H. Smith. Music and lyrics by Vin- 
ak? raw . . cent M. Hogan, Ford Van Hagen, G. Don- 
presentation. Whether or not this | 314 murray, Roger S. Berlind, Craig A. | 


is helpful to the overall effect is 
largely a matter of taste. 

There isn’t much in the role of 
the wifely heroine which is worthy 
of Miss Cornell’s talents. War Is 
war, but her mature charms seem 
scarcely calculated to stir the 
romantic captain, although a cou- 
ple of fetching peasant costumes | 
by Motley are a decided assist in 
accomplishing the job. 

Miss Cornell, as usual, surrounds 
herself with distinguished players, 
but here it seems like a waste of 
talent. The wisdom of some of the 
casting is moot. Cedric Hardwicke’s 
professorial partisan is a ribbon 
of bright comedy characterization, 
although it’s disconcerting to see 
him relegated to dark closets, un- 
der tables and to low comedy busi- 
ness for comic relief. 

Robert Embardt_ projects” a 
shrill-pitched Dickens-like carica- 
ture as the querulous husband. The | 
romantic Carvallo is limned by} 
John Buckmaster with a skipping | 
touch. Nigel Bruce draws a stand- | 
ard portrait of a gamey old baron. | 
The junior love interest is satis- 
factorily handled by Walter Star- 
kev as Carvallo’s obtuse aide and 
Hope Cameron the heroine's 
addieheaded maid 

Somewhere between London and 


Nalen, Walter Clemons, Jr.; John F. Ball, 
Edwin G. Snyder, Streator and Jennings. 
Directed by Mark Lawrence. 
ography, Fred Kelly; settings, Edwin G. 


gan. At McCarter theatre, Princeton, Dec. 
7, ’50; $3.90 top. 


As college shows go, “Too Hot 
For Toddy,” 59th annual Triangle 
Club’s production, turns out to be 
a fairly amusing revue. However, 
it doesn’t rate among the Trian- 
gle’s long list of past hits. 


act—a sharp contrast to Act II 
| which, on the whole, proved to be 
more evenly paced. It needs 


The plot revolves around a 
fantasy trip in the year 2,000 A.D. 
_Gloomy Gus and Happy, two 
Princeton men who escaped freez- 


through a series of zany adven- 
tures accompanied by Peaches— 


Choreography definitely proves 
| to be good—and the show’s best 
feature. Outstanding routines in- 
clude the finales of both acts and 
“Steamroller Operators Ball.” E. 
, Howard Harvey's neat tap dancing 
rates special mention. 


as 


America. by the injection of an| Top skits included “I! Bottle- 
overdose of dialog and extraneous, topera,” a satirical singing duel 
comedy business. the script seems between the cohorts of Pepsi-Cola 
to have gone off the.dramatic| and Coca-Cola, and the Newark 
beam. However, with a single set,, Airport sequence in which Robert 
small cast and Miss Cornell's faith- A. Shaw as “Toddy” Cranston, (the 
ful retinue of cash admirers, it| Great Hollywood Lovey whose 
should be able to stick around for name is the magic unfreezing 
a while. For pictures, il ean be word) does a side-splitting take- 
scored as a loud and emphatic no. off on a jug-eared gentleman of 
3urt. the screen. 


Leo Kopp. director for the St. 
Pau! Civic Opera Co. and Chi- 
cago's Grant Park Symphony, has 


standing. Best of the lot are 
“Love’s in Town,” “One Touch of 
been signed by the Detroit Civic You” and “Where There’s a Song.” 
Light Opera Assn. to conduct its, The latter was composed and is 
orch for the 10-week operetta sea- sung by Jack F. Ball, who scored 
son starting Dec. 25. ‘as Sally in last year’s show and 


‘ 


Chore- | 


Snyder; costumes and makeup, George W. | 
Lewis. Musical direction, Vincent M. Ho- | 


The | 
production sags badly in the first | 


| plenty of tightening and revision. | 


ing in the great cold of 1955 (by) 


‘drinking plenty of anti-freeze), go! story of Carl 


turns in another standout perform- 
ance, as a Slightly rattle-brained 
music coach, here. | 

By college thesping standards 
the hard-working cast and well- 
trained chorus are definitely above 
average, and 
C. Robert Jennings, as 
Peaches, turns in an exceptionally 
fine performance, while Hugh H. 
Wilson and Robert S. Goldman are 
well cast as Gloomy Gus and 
Happy. 
isters favorably 
performance as 
Gerard. 

Both costumes and settings are 
colorful and eye-appealing. Revi- 
sions are still being planned. 

Shane. 


the dim-witted 





Budda Knows Best 
Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 8. 

Hasty Pudding production of musical 
in two acts with book, lyrics and music 
by William S. Wheeling, William Wiggin 
and Sidney Stires. Directed by James 
MacAlien. Dances by James Venable; cos- 
tumes, Paul Etter; sets, David Hays. At 
Clubhouse, Cambridge, Dec. 8, °S0. 


This one isn’t up to the level of 
other productions put on by this 
famed Harvard theatrical outfit, 
but is serves to get enough laughs 
from the in-the-know audience to 
make an entertaining evening. 

Main defect of “Buddha Knows 
Best,”’ which seems to have some- 
thing to do with the search for a 
jade eye in the exotic jungles of 
Burma of somewhere, is the book. 
Apparently pretty heavy with plot 
at the outset, the book got thrown 
out along the line, with the result 


that the confusion as to what is 
going on is considerable. Thus 
with all chance for situation gags 
gone, wisecracks come out of no- 
where, when there are any, and 
there is no sustained buildup. 
The boys weren’t too much 


happier with their music this year, 
either, most of the songs being too 
derivative, the lyrics unpointed 
and ordinary and the rhythms 
persistently beguine-ish through- 
out. Nearly all the songs are set 
in too low a key, too, which 
always mars an effect. 

In other departments, sets, 
costumes, lighting, ete., the Pud- 
ding show is well up to previous 
standards, and the talent through- 
out excellent. Frederick Gwynne 
as Henry Atwater, the head of the 
mission hunting for the jade eye, 
has a comic deadpan style, and 
Nicholas Benton as the princess, 
makes a sock femme lurer. Sharps 
bits are contributed by Kerry Lyne 
as Isabel Taylor (who draws the 
show's best tune, “Love and the 
Night’); Lansing Lamont, Dick 
Button, Andrew Sisson and James 
Wood, with top honors going to the 
solo dancers Lawrence Osgood and 
Roger Butler. bet 

The show is well directed and 
paced and draws laughs -from 
somewhat blue material, but it 
needs a good deal more work on 


Se 


James D. R. Harder reg-| 
with his skillful | 


| Equity Library Theatre to become 


: iby U. S. circuit court of appeals 
in some cases ex-| | 


the book and at least two more top | 


songs and a couple of dance 
Production numbers by the chorus 
are well conceived and smartly ex- 


ecuted. Show uses a student or- 


chestra of no great capabilities and | 


the conductor might give the do- 
ings on the stage a little more 
leadership. Elie. 


The Tender Branch 
Philadelphia, Dec. 7. 


| “*Maggie,”” comedy by Caesar Dunn, 


Legit Bits 


Decision was reserved last week | 
justices Harrie B. Chase, Thomas | 
W. Swan and Learned Hand in the | 
suit of Carl E. Ring against the} 
Dramatists Guild. Both sides had | 
appealed the finding of the lower | 
court .. . Allyn McLerie, the orig- | 
inal Amy of “Where’s Charley?,” | 
will resume the part in support of | 
Ray Bolger when the Frank Loes- | 
ser musical opens its tour Dec. 25) 
in Boston Actress Dorothy 
Storm resigned as publicist of the 


p.a. for Pat Hurley’s St. Peters- 
burg (Fla.) operetta festival . : 
Edwin Lester is dickering for 
“Call Me Madam” as the principal 
production of his San Francisco 
and Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
season next spring. The deal may 
be for him to produce the show, 
which would revert to Leland 
Hayward’s management as a tour- 
ing attraction after the two Coast 
engagements Vincent Sorey, 
who operates the Sea Cliff (L. I.) 
strawhat, has leased the Newark 
Opera House and is seeking to 
book it as a road stand. 

Saint Subber and Lemuel Ayers, 
producers of ‘Kiss Me, Kate” and 
the incoming “Out of This World,” 
posted $40,000 in bonds in order to 


obtain a delay until January of 
the trial of agent Richard LaMarr’s 
suit against them for a share of 
the “Kate” profits ... Betty Field 
apparently changed her mind and 
is now set to co-star with Elliott 
Nugent in the Playwright’s Co. 


production of “Not for Children,” 
by her husband, Elmer Rice 
Frank Smith, recently company 
manager of “Edwina Black,” will 
be house manager of the National, 
N. Y., for the engagement there of 
the Louis Calhern revival of “King 
Lear.’ He’s president of the Assn. 
of Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers Robert Lewis, who 
staged the Alan Jay Lerner-Fred- 
erick Loewe “Brigadoon” for 
Cheryl Crawford, reportedly asked 
for 2° of the gross, plus 5% of 
the profits to direct their new 
musical, “Paint Your Wagon,” 
Lee & J. J. Shubert, already 
scheduled to present the Fridolin 
show, “Ti-Coq” (“Little Rooster’’) 
on Broadway next February, are 
also announced as planning the 
production of ‘Mrs. Candy and 
Saturday Night,” the Joseph Field- 
Irving Elman dramatization of 
Robert Tallant’s novel ... Arthur 
Schwartz, producer of Samson 
Raphaelson’s “Hilda Crane,” star- 
ring Jessica Tandy, has already 
optioned a new, untitled play be- 
ing written by the same author... |! 
“Clash by Night,” the, Clifford 
Odets drama of 1941, has been’! 
purchased by film producers Jerry 
Wald and Norman Krasna for 
$40,000 . . . Martin Manulis and 


S¢ ial | Philip Langner planed yesterday 
specialties to uphold the tradition. | 


(Tues.) to Nassau, B.W.I., to close 
a deal to present a 10-week winter | 
stock season, starting late in Janu- | 
ary, at the British Colonial Hotel | 
there Screen rights to} 


have been acquired by Paramount | 


| for $25,000. The play was never, 


produced on Broadway, but was} 


| tried out two seasons ago in Ft.) 


Little Theatre Club of Swarthmore Col- | 


lege production of drama in three acts 
(11 scenes) by Eugene Lerner. Directed 
by Barbara Pearson Lange, assisted by 
Lerner. At Clothier Memorial Hall, 
Swarthmore, Pa., Dec. 7, ’50. 


The author of “The Tender 
Branch” has something to say and, 
at times, he says it well, but there 
are other times, especially in the 
earlier portions of the play, when 
the action is so jumbled and over- 
wrought as to show little hope of 
remedy. The pacifist theme, right 
now, at any rate, is loaded with an- 
ti-boxoffice dynamite. 

“The Tender Branch” tells the 
Randall, a mid- 


| westerner, son of a violent social- 


the gal who can unfreeze anyone. | 


Though adequate on the whole, 
no numbers in the score are out-| 


ist and unbeliever, who grows up 
just as bitter and radical as his 
dad. When the U.S. enters World 
War II, Randali goes to a con- 


|Cusack ... 


scientious objectors’ camp rather 


than take up arms. 

Even his loving, faithful wife 
cannot accept the decision, and her 
last meeting with her husband, at 
the camp, finds her in a WAC uni- 
form. After two years as a C.O., 
Randall is so disgusted and 
frayed by the monotony and lone- 
someness that he changes his mind 
(if not his deeply-routed convic- 
tion) to the extent of enlisting as 
a common soldier. Later he is 
killed in the South-Pacifie and be- 
comes a much-lauded hero. 

The Swarthmore college 
dents who take part—this is inter- 


Lauderdale, Fla. | 


Ted Goldsmith pressagent on 
the “Where's Charley?” tour, in-| 
cluding Coast engagements as a San 
Francisco and Los Angeles Civic 
Light Opera Co. presentation 
Cloris Leachman, who scored a 
personal click in “Story for a Sun- 
day Evening,” has turned down a’ 
picture bid for an undisclosed legit 
show due in January ... Follow- 
ing his current date at the Capitol, 
N. Y., Charles Fredericks will re- 
sume his TV series. He has no im- 
mediate plans for returning to his 
home on the Coast Standard 
Light Opera Corp. has been char- | 
tered in Albany by Franz Steinin- 
ger, George P. Clere and John T. 
Leland Hayward, 
producer of ‘Call Me Madam,” 
“Mister Roberts” and co-producer 
of “South Pacific,” is due tomor- 
row (Thurs.) on the Queen Mary 
after a European vacation. 

Backers of ‘King Lear” have 
been notified to put up a 20° over- 
call on the $80,000 production .. . 
Betsy Blair (Mrs. Gene Kelly) will 
play the Queen in the N.Y.. City | 
Center revival of “Richard II,” star- 
ring Maurice Evans Author 
Samuel Spewack sailed yesterday 
(Tues.) on the LaGuardia for 
Israel. Before returning he will 
go to London to direct Jack Hyl- 
ton’s production of “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” for which he and Bella 


. 


| (Mrs.) Spewack supplied the book 


stu- | 


curricular, as there is no regular, 


dramatic group here — deserve 
plenty of credit for their industry, 
sincerity and ambition. Barbara 


Pearson Lange has staged the play 
(with the author’s help) with con- 
siderable imagination. 


and Cole Porter the songs ‘aap 
John van Druten’s “Bell, Book and 
Candle” will be published Jan. 18 
by Random House Carol 
Channing, who returned last week 
as femme lead of “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” after being out for 
a tonsilectomy, is conferring with. 


Waters. | Anita Loos about playing the 


| the 
‘dents of a grubby South Side Chi- 


title part in the latter’s contem- 
plated dramatization of her own 
novel, “Effie Huntress” ... Nan- 
cy Andrews, understudy to Ethel 
Merman in ‘‘Call Me Madam,” will 
double into the Maisonette, N. Y., 
in March, following Julie Wilson’s 
engagement there Phyllis 
Perlman and Theron Bamberger 
celebrated their 20th wedding anni 
recently. 

Arthur Edwards, who appeared 
in several productions at St. John 
Terrell’s Musical Circus in Lam- 


| bertville, N. J., last summer; Car- 


oline Richter, who sang at the 
Lyric Theatre, Houston, during 
the strawhat season, John Malcolm 
and Harold Mehaffey have been 
engaged to appear in “Of Thee I 
Sing,” first musical production at 
Malcolm Atterbury’s. Playhouse in 
Albany. Show will run three 
weeks. Duncan Baldwin and At- 
terbury will be among the regular 
company handling principal roles, 
Gordon Seaman, WOKO, Albany, 
musical director, will conduct. 

Maude Adams, whom the man- 
agement of the current “Peter 
Pan” revival was trying to locate 
recently in connection with the 
production setting a new perform- 
ance record, is living in a convent 
on Long Island, adjacent to her 
old home ... The ANTA costume 
ball has been postponed from Dec. 
31 to Jan. 15 in New York 
Hume Cronyn returned to 
Coast over the weekend to com- 
plete a film scripting stint and 
confer about a screen acting offer. 
He and his actress-wife, Jessica 
Tandy, decided not to lease a house 
at Greenwich, Conn., as previously 
planned Pressagent Robert 
Hector has gone into hiding to 
work on a play Actress Mer- 
cedes Gilbert has published a mu- 
sical pageant titled ‘Cavalcade of 
Negro Music in America,” for 
presentation by civic and college 
groups. 


the 





Play on Broadway 








The Cellar and the Well 


American National Theatre & Academy 
presentation of George Freedley and R. L. 
Stevens production of drama in three acts 
(four scenes) by Phillip Pruneau. Staged 
by Henderson Forsythe; scenery and light- 
ing, Paul Morrison; costumes, Ruth Mor- 
ley. At ANTA Playhoyse, N. Y., Dec. 10, 
*50; $3 top (membership rate). 


Maureen Mayo Ann Dearing 
Grandma Mayo Eda Heinamann 


Theona Pringle...... .... Helen Harrelson 
Maud Sree: Dorothy Sands 
SEE eee Edgar Grower 


Miss Triumph 
Mr. Hubble ere 
Robert Francis Mayo 


res keehin cs Mary Finney 
Henderson Forsythe 


..Eric Mattson 







BETO, DOTIOP ooccesccce Florence Beresford 
Mrs. Dennis..... eee een Kathleen Bolton 
Mrs. Lofab .. ... Hannah Toback 


Young Woman.. 


Alice Winston 
Her Husband. 


...Gerry Walber 


Mrs. Flynn e es Susan Steel 
Mrs. Haggerty............Fay Sappington 
Mars, MEAD 6-4:60600060004 Frank Rowan 





As the second bill in the ANTA 
Play Series, George Freedley and 
Roger L. Stevens have produced 


Phillip Pruneau’s “The Cellar and 
the Well,” which had previously 
been presented by several stock 
companies and little theatre groups 
around the country. Perhaps its 
chief interest in the present cir- 


| cumstances is its novel perform- 


ance schedule, being offered at 


' 5:30 p.m. on the same stage where 
| “Tower 
| initial 


Beyond Tragedy,” the 
bill in the ANTA Play 
Series, is being played at the reg- 
ular theatre hour, 8:30 p.m. 

If such a setup were to prove 
practical, it might offer a valuable 
method for spreading theatre 
rental over a greater number of 
shows. But it may require con- 
siderable playgoer education, be- 
sides involving technical problems 
and possibly prohibitive expenses 
for shifting and storing scenery, 
re-setting lighting, etc. Regardless 
of whether the experiment pans 
i however, it’s a commendable 
ry. 

_ As for “Cellar and the Well,” it 
is a down-at-the-mouth study of 
ragtag Irish-American resi- 


cago apartment. The author ap- 
parently intended it as a sort of 
combination “Street Scene” and 
“Awake and Sing,” but the script 
falls considerably short of such a 
Standard. It’s a sprawling yarn 
about an assortment of drab and 
relentlessly unsympathetic charac- 
ters who rant and quarrel without 
assuming dimension or conviction. 


As a prospect for commercial 
presentation, “Cellar and_ the 
Well” is negligible, and it is a 
disappointing item in the ANTA 
series. The writing is labored and 
disordered, the staging is chaotic 
and the performances are under- 


Standably (under the _ circum- 
stances) distraught. The cluttered 
layout of the multiple setting 


apparently stems from the script 
specifications, Hobe, . 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRtEty’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 28th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 
Number of shows current 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 
Total gross for all current shows last week 


This Last 

Season Season 

nO ee : 24 29 
544 511 

$589.400 $612,900 


Total season's gross so far by all shows... .$12,744,000 $13,065,900 


Number of new productions so tar...... ee 30 20 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock, Ice Shows and Outdcor) 
Number of current touring shows reported 22 21 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.. 
Total road gross reported last week...... 


Season’s total road gross so far 


478 430 
$448.500 $399.100 
$10,823,700 $9,199,200 








Stormy Weather Sloughs Chi B. 0, 
But ‘South Pacific’ at SRO $51,200 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Snow and sleet hit Chicago 
starting Wednesday, turning into | 
a blizzard Thursday night. With! 
the exception of “South Pacific” | 
other two. attractions were hit 
badly, 


“I Know My Love,” with the 
Lunts. opened very strong yester- 
day (11) for a_ five-week run. 
Sadler's Wells Ballet has a two- 
week SRO sign up before it starts 
Dec. 18. “Rose Tattoo’ debuts at 
the Erlanger Dec. 29 and will go 
into an extended engagement if it 
catches on. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Sel- 
win (5th wk) ($3.80; 1,000). 
Weather dropped this to $11,100. 

“Diamond Lil,’ Blackstone (12th 
wk) ($4; 1,358). 


with $15,000 garnered. 

“South Pacific,’ Shubert (4th 
wk) ($5: 2.100). Musical registered 
sinash $51.200. 


World $41,800, 
Death 24'56, Hub 


Boston. Dee. 12. 

Legit fare this stanza consists of 
“Out of This World.” in its third 
sock week at the Shubert, 
“Death of a Salesman,” strong at 
the Colonial. Only legit skedded 
between now and Christmas is 
“Second Threshold,” bowing into 
the Plymouth. Dec. 18. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Death of a Salesman,” Colonial 
‘Ist wk)- (1,500; $3.60), Near ca- 





pacity, but gross held down by 

Guild subscriptions. Healthy | 

$24,500. | 
“Out of This World.’ Shubert 


(1.750; $4.80); $6 weekends.) (2d 
wk). Complete sellout last week 
and this; over $41,800. 


Lunt-‘Love’ Fine $30,700 
In Second Detroit Week 


ad Detroit. Dee. 12. 
rhe second week of “I Know My 





T.o\ e” did a fine $30.700 at the 
Cass. First week was held to 
$26.800 by Theatre Guild sub- 


scription, 

Current are “Captain Carvello,” 
With Katharine Cornell and Cedric 
Hardwicke, at the Cass for a 
week, and “Brigadoon.” scheduled 
for a fortnight at the Shubert. 


‘Okla.’ $32,400 in Series 
Of Midwestern Stands 


Burlington, Ia., Dee. 12. 

‘Oklahoma,’ the Richard Rod- 
£ers-Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, per- 
ennial, put on a_ pre-Christmas 
Mop-up in a series of short stands 
last week, winding up at the Me- 
moriai auditorium here Saturday 
night (9) with a gross of almost 
$32,400. Previous dates were Sun- 
day-Tuesday (3-5) at the Shrine 
Mosque, Peoria, and Wednesday- 
Thursday (6-7) at the Orpheum, 
Springfield, Il. The Theatre Guild 
production didn’t play a perform- 
ance Friday night :8). 
, The current week is being split 
»eiween Des Moines, Omaha, Colo- 
rado Springs and Pueblo. 


‘Roberts’ $15,200, Prov. 


Providence, Dec. 12. 








The touring “Mister Roberts,” | 


wan Tod Andrews in the title part. 
rad tough pre-Christmas sailing 
ast’ week, grossing only a mild 
$15.200 at the Victory here. 

ej nomas Heggen-Joshua Logan 
Cick is playing the Court Square, 
~pringfield, Mass., this week. 


+ 


South loop loca- | 
tion was hurt also by the elements, | 


and | 





‘Sheba’ $14,800, Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 12. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” with 
Shirley Booth and Sidney Black- 
mer, is town’s sole legit, with “If 
You Please,” the Frank Fay opus, 
having shuttered after six per- 
formances at the Curran. “Sheba” 
which preemed last Monday (4) at 
the 1,550-seat Geary, garnered 
kudos frem all crix, but chalked up 
only $14,800. House is scaled to 
$3.60. 


HEPBURN-‘LIKE’ 276 





AS BARD RULES IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 12. 

Shakespeare dominated the local 
scene last week, but only Katha- 
rine Hepburn proved a draw. First 
week of ‘As You Like It” at the 
Biltmore registered the only good 
business in town. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“As You Like It,” Biltmore (lst 
wk) ($4.20; 1,636). Slim gallery biz 
kept it from SRO figures, but 
week's $27,000 was very pleasant. 

“The Man,” Las Palmas (lst wk) 
‘$3.60; 388). Unenthusiastic notices 
greeted advent of the Gladys 
George-John Dall starrer Tuesday 
(5). First five days only so-so 
$2,300. 

“Twelfth Night,’ Century (1st 
wk) ($3.60; 380). Dour $1,000 for 
first three nights, disastrous for a 
production that cost 25.000. 
Notices didn't help, but it 
hold, 


‘Consul’ Light $14,500 
In Full New Haven Week 


New Haven, Dec. 12. 
Despite a fine critical reception 
und good word-of-mouth, “The 
Consul” failed to hit a sturdy pace 
at the Shubert last week (4-9). Pre- 
Xmas slump, plus the general war 
news uncertainty, held the eight- 
performance, $4.20 top stand to a 
light $14.500, which meant a slight 
dip into the red. 
Current attraction Is preem of 
“Second Threshold” (13-16), only 
booking until “The Innocents” 
comes in Dec. 29-31. 


may 








Colgate U. in Ist Arena 


Production With ‘Earnest’ 


Hamilton, N. Y., Dec. 12. 
The Masque and Triangle, under- 
graduate dramatic organization of 
Colgate U., offered their first 
theatre -in-the-round production 
here with Oscar Wilde’s “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest,’ Dec. 


8, 9, and 10. 
Male roles were done by stu- 
dents, women’s parts by taculty 


wives or ladies in the nearby com- 
munity. Two of the cast were 
professionals. Stephen Daley (John 
Worthing) has played in summer 
stock with Barter Theatre and 
sung club dates in New York. 
Mrs. Natalie Hall Rowe (‘Lady 
Bracknell) sang leads with the 
American Opera Co., with St. 
Lovis Muny, and in London. 

Production was directed by Rus- 
sell Speirs, of the Colgate faculty. 
Organization plans several “round” 
preduction in the spring, includ- 
ing “Twelfth Night.” 


‘Blossom’ $12,400, Tor. 


Toronto, Dec. 12. 
Considering the bad war news, 
plus Xmas_ shopping, “Blossom 
Time” did a better than expected 
$12,400 at $° top at the Royal 





Alexandra (1,525) here. 
This is $1,000 better than last 
‘season's engagement. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
_CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
|M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
| “Apple Of His Eye” ‘C) (Road) 
— Thomas Hammond, 
Jerome Mayer, dir. 

“Captain Brassbound’s Conver- 
sion” ‘C)—N. Y. City Theatre Co., 
prod.; Morton Da Costa, dir. 

“Darkness At Noon” ‘D)—Play- 
wright’s Co., prod.; Sidney Kings- 
ley, dir. 

“Enemy of the People” (D) — 


Lars Nordenson, prod.; Robert 
Lewis. dir. 
“Four Twelves Are 48” (Cc) — 


Aldrich & Myers, Otto Preminger. 
Julius Fleischmann; prod.; Pre- 
minger, dir. 

“House of Bernardo Alba” (D)— 


ANTA-Stewart Chaney, Boris 
Tumarin, Lily Turner,  prods.; 
Tumarin, dir. 

“King Lear” ‘D) — Robert L. 
Joseph and Alexander H. Cohen 
prod.; John Houseman, dir. 

“Rose Tattoo” ‘(D) — Cheryl 


Crawford, prod.; Daniel Mann. dir. 
“Twentieth Century” ‘(D) — 

ANTA, prod.. Jose Ferrer, dir. 
“‘Where’s Charley” (MC) (Road) 

—Cy Feuer-Ernest Martin, prods. 


Bless’ $37,700, 
G&S 16146, Phila. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 12. 

There will be exactly one legit 
house lit here on Xmas day, which 
breaks all modern’ records for 
booking scarcity at Holiday time. 
The sole active legiter will be the 
Shubert and its attraction will be 
a repeat—"The Consul,’ which 
preemed in the same theatre a 
year ago. 

On Tuesday night (26). the For- 
rest will re-light after two dark 
weeks with the world preem of 
Sidney Kingsley’s new drama, 
“Darkness at Noon” and on Thurs- 
day (29) the Walnut. which has 
only had two attractions (four 
weeks in all) this season, is sked- 
ded to get Maurice Schwartz and 
his Yiddish Art Theatre in “River- 
side Drive,” bi-lingual play in for 
nine days. The Locust, after a 
month’s inactivity, opens again 
Jan. 1 with the tryout of “4 Times 
12 Is 48.” The Erlanger, indie, 
has no bookings in sight. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Bless You All,” Forrest (3d 
wk) (1.760; $4.55). Tryout revue 
continued te travel on high in 
third and final local stanza. $37,700 
quoted. House dark until Dec. 26 
when “Darkness at Noon® has 
preem. 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., 





Shu- 


bert (1.870; $4.55). Very disappoint- 


‘ing $16,500 in second 


week and 
company has cancelled intended 
fourth week, winding up three 
weeks’ stand this Saturday (16). 
House dark next week with “The 
— (return) listed for Xmas 
ay, 


SNOWSTORM, COLD NIPS 
ST. L. ‘BRIGADOON’; 136 


St. Louis, Dec. 12. 

Heavy snowstorm and freezing 
temperature hurt the one-week 
stand of “Brigadoon” that wound 
up at the American Saturday (9). 
The house was scaled to $4.27 and 
the gross for eight performances 
was approximately $13.000. The 
show had opened the 1950 muny 
al fresco operetta season with a 
10-night stand. 

House is shuttered until Jan. 7, 
when Mae West in “Diamond Lil” 
is skedded for a week's engage- 
ment. The house also was dark 
for two weeks prior to the “Briga- 
doon” visit. 


‘Streetcar’ 126, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 
Although “A Streetcar Named 
Desire” got off to a painfully slow 
start last week at Nixon, it wound 
up big and grabbed an okay $12,- 
000, at a $2.50 top ‘tax excluded). 
Show had been booked in for a 
fortnight but in view of conditions 








locally, that was cut in half. Nixon 


is currently dark until Xmas Night. 
when the D’Oyly Carte Co. comes 
in. 





‘Innocents’ 12G, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 12. 
Adverse weather was reflected 


in the fairish $12,000 draw of! 


Sylvia Sidney in “The Innocents” 
last week in the 1.300-seat Cox the- 
atre at a $3.69 top. 

“Red, White and Blue” revue, 
tied in with American Legion 
posts’ sponsorship, is showing this 
week in the indie 2.500-seat Taft 
at a $3.60 top. 





prod.; | 


and 


Bway Spotty in Seasonal Trend; 
‘Tower 156, Ring’ 24G, Bell’ $27,600, 
‘Blondes’ $44,300, ‘Lady's’ $26,600 


Despite an expected seasonal 
slump last week, grosses on Broad- 
way generally held about even 
with the previous week. Business 
was somewhat spotty, however, 
with some moderate draws regis- 
tering small gains and others slip- 
ping a bit. In the case of some 
of the newer entries, theatre 
parties were a factor in profitable 
totals. As usual. the solid sellouts 
were unaffected one way or the 
other. 

The total gross for all 24 
shows last week was $589,400, 
or 76.31°° of capacity. The 
previous week’s total for 25 
shows was $595,500, or 75.5% 
of capacity. 


There were no _ closings last 
week, but at least two. “Golden 
State” and “The Relapse,’ are 


thus far slated for this week. Two 
other current productions laying 
off next week are “South Pacific” 
“Pardon Our French.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 


“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(12th wk) (C-$4,.80; 1,012; $26,484). 
Had the limit of standees again, 
but party commissions held down 
the gross to $26,400 ‘(previous 
week, $26,500). 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more (4th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,066; 
$28,060). Topped capacity, but 
party commissions held the gross 
to $27,600 (previous week, $27,- 
400). 

“Black Chiffon,” 
(8th wk} (D-$4.80; 
About $15,000 
$16,500). 

“Call Me Madam,” Imperial (9th 
wk) (M-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). Over 
$52,500 again. 

“Cocktail Party,’ Miller (47th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21,600). 
Reached $10,500 ‘previous week, 
$10,300). 

“Country Girl,’ Lyceum 
wk) (D-$4.80; 995; 322,845). 
$21,400 ‘previous week, 
$21,600). 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (53d wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48.244). Almost $44,300 ‘previous 
week, $44,000). 

“Golden State,” Fulton (2d wk) 
(C-$4.80; 995; $24,666). Nearly 
$8,700 ‘previous week, $10,500); 
closing Saturday night (16). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 


48th Street 
925; $22,165). 
(previous week, 


(5th 
Over 
almost 


(3d wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $39,500). 
Almost $40,100 (previous week, 
$40.700). 

“Happy Time,’ Plymouth (46th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1.063: $29,019). 
Nearly $24,200 ‘previous week, 


$23,800). 

“Hilda Crane,” Coronet (6th wk) 
(D-$4.80; 1.027; $26,800). About 
$17.300 ‘previous week, $15.500). 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (100th 
wk) (M-$6; 1.361; $40,857). Over 
$29.900 ‘previous week, $31.400). 

“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Royale 
(5th wk) (C-$4.80; 
Almost $26.600 
$25.600). 

“Membe. of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (48th wk) (D-$4.80; 1.082; 
$24.000). 
week, $15.000). 

“Mister Roberts,” 
wk) ‘(CD-$4.80; 1,360: 
About $13.900 ‘previous 
$14,200). 

“Pardon Our French,” Broad- 
way 10th wk) ‘R-$6; 1,900; $55.800). 
About $24,300 ‘previous week. 
$26.900): laying off Saturday (17) 
and resuming with the Sunday 
matinee, Dec. 25. 

“Peep Shew,” Winter Garden 
(23d wk) (R-$7.20; 1.519; $53,400). 
Reached $37,700 (previous week. 
$34.300). ; 

“Peter Pan,” St. James (33d wk) 
(M-$4.80; 1,571; $34.500). About 
$23,200 ‘previous week. $24,000). 

“Relapse,” Morosco (3d wk) (C- 
$4.80: 914: $24.300). Almost $14,- 
400 ‘previous week, $13,500); clos- 
ing Saturday night (16), and after 
laying off pre-Christmas week. 
reopen Dec. 25 in Boston. 

“Ring Round the Moon,” Beck 
(3d wk) ‘(C-$4.80; 1.214; $28.000). 
Tipped $24.000, with parties a pos- 
sible factor ‘previous week, 
$20.800). 

“Season in the Sun.” Cort ‘11th 
wk’ (C-$4.80; 1.056; $24,967). 
About $23.690 ‘previous week. 
$22.500). 

“South Pacific.” Maiestic (86th 
vk) (M-€6: 1.659; $50,185). As usual, 


(previous week, 


Alvin (142d 
$34,276). 
week, 


1,035; $27,100). . 


Nearly $14,000 (previous | 


all the house will hold; over 
| $50,800. 
Stock 
“Arms and the Man,” Arena 


8th wk) (C-$3; 500; $10,606). About 
$4,100 (previous week, $4,300). 

“Tower Beyond Tragedy,” ANTA 
Plavhouse (2d wk) (D-$4.80; 924; 
$23,168). Eight-performance week 
registered about $15,000, including 
$2,000 for the final showing at the 
membership scale of $3 top (pre- 
vious week, at membership $3 top, 
$17.000); house is currently play- 
ing late-afternoon performances of 
“Cellar and the Well.” 

Openings 

“Bless You All,” Hellinger (R- 
$7.20: 1,543; $55,000). Revue with 
songs by Harold Rome, sketches 
by Arnold Auerbach, starring Jules 
Munshin, Mary McCart; and Pearl 
Bailey. presented by Herman 
Levin & Oliver Smith; production 
was financed at $200,000, cost 
about $190,000 (excluding approxi- 
mate break-even on the tryout and 
bonds of $24,000) and will break 
even at around $35,000; opens to- 
morrow night (Thurs.). 

“Cellar and the Well,” ANTA 
Playhouse (D-$3; 924; $19,700). 
Play by Phillip Pruneau, present- 
ed by George Freedley and Roger 
L. Stevens, under the sponsorship 
of the American Nationa! Theatre 
& Academy; production was budg- 
eted at $15,000, cost about $9,000 
(excluding $3,000 in bonds) and 
can break even at around $10,000; 
opened Sunday night (3) to six 
unfavorable notices (Atkinson, 
Times; Barnes, Herald Tribune; 
Chapman, News; McClain, Jour- 
nal-American; Pollock, Compass; 
Watts, Post) and one non-commit- 
tal (Hawkins, World- Telegram & 
Sun). 

“Let’s Make an Opera,”’ Golden 
(M-$4.80; 769; $19.000). Audience- 
participation musical, with score 
by Benjamin Britten and libretto 
by Eric Crozier, presented by 
Peter Lawrence and Show-of-the- 
Month Club: financed at $60.000, 
eost about $54,000 (excluding $15.- 
000 tryout loss and $6800 in bonds) 
and will break even at around $14,- 
500; opens tonight ‘Wed.). 


Future Dates 

“Out of This World,” Century, 
Dec. 21 (trying out). 

“Twentieth Century,’ ANTA 
Plavhouse, Dec. 24 ‘rehearsing). 

“King Lear,’ National Dec. 25 
(rehearsing). 

“Captain Carvalla.”’ unsvecified 
theatre, Dec. 26 (trving out). 

“Captain Brassbound’s Conver- 
sion,’ City Center, Dec. 27 (re- 
hearsing). 

“Enemy of the People,”’ unspeci- 
fied theatre. Dec. 28 (rehearsing). 

“Second Threshold,” unspeciiied 
thestre. Jan. 12 (trying out?. 

“House ef Bernarda Alba,” 
ANTA Playhouse, Jan. 7 (rehears- 
Ing). 

“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin, week 
of Jan. 11 (rehearsing). 

“Royal Family,’’ City Center, 
Jan. 10. 

“Four Times Twelve Are’ 48,” 
unspecified theatre, week of Jan, 
15 (rehearsing). 

“Ancel in the Pawnshop,” un- 
specified theatre, week of Jan. 21, 

“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 
Feb. 25. 


‘BORN’ $12,400 IN FINALE 
OF 3-WEEK D.C. STAY 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

“Born Yesterday” did a $12,400 
final week at the Gayety theatre 
last week, for a total take of $45,- 
800 during its three-week stand in 
Washington. The oldie had never 
played D. C. before. 

“The Consul” opened last night 
(11) to a strong advance, which 
indicated that its single week 
booking might be the biggest since 
the house reopened for the fall 
season. Gayety goes dark next 
week and then reopens Dec. 26 
with Edward Arnold in a revival 
of the oldie, “Apple of His Eye.” 








Correll-‘Carvallo’ Fair 


$12,300 in Six at Buffalo 


Buffalo, Dee. 12. 

Katharine Cornel!, co-starring 
with Cedric Hardwicke in Denis 
Cannan’s London drama, “Captain 
Carvallo,” pulled a moderate gross 
of over $12,300 in six performances 
at the Erlanger here. 

After breaking the production 
in here, the actre:s - manager 
moved to the Cass, Detroit, for 
the current week. 
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Actors Fund Mulls Drive for Coin, 
Members to Offset Resources Dip 


The Actors Fund of America, * 


through prexy Walter A. Vincent 
and its governing board, is cur- 
rently mulling ways of bringing ad- 

itional revenue into 
oa charity for the past 68 
vears has cared for the ill and in- 
digent of the profession. Several 
blueprints for a drive by the Fund 
to increase its endowment are un- 
der consideration. 

While the Fund’s resources are 
depleted, Vincent admits it to be 
plenty solvent. But expenditures 
are topping receipts for the first 
time, and since he doesn’t want to 
dip into the principal, he feels it 
better to air the financial needs 
now than to wait until the condi- 
tion becomes more alarming. Pro- 


posed campaign will include an 
all-out drive for new members, 
but. as Vincent agrees, other 


sources of revenue will be needed 
to bolster the financial structure 
of the Fund 
The charity dispersed $253,000 
last year to the ill and needy. This 
figure includes sums distributed for 
direct relief, medical care, hos- 
pitalization and upkeep of the 
Fund's home in Englewood, N. J. 
This summer, about $32,000 above 
income was expended; in October, 
$9,000, and $6,000 last month. 
National Aid Stressed 
In the proposed national cam- 
paign, Vincent says, the Fund will 
stress that it’s a national and not a 
local charity, which he claims most 
of the uniformed are inclined to be- 


lieve. He’ll point up that although 
the major relief caseload comes 
from New York and environs, a 


considerable number of out-of-town | 


applicants are also cared for. An- 
other point to accentuated will be 
that more than 80c of every dol- 
lar of revenue received, is ear- 
marked for charity work. Vin- 


cent’s chief aides in such distribu- | 


tions are Robert Campbell, secre- 
tary, and Alice Ryan, asst. secretary 
and investigator. 

Fund's main source of revenue 
has been bequests and monies 
raised via series of annual benefits, 
wherein all legit attractions play a 
Sunday night benefit performance 
annually. Such benefits last yvear 
netted $34,208 to the Fund. Other 
sources come from membership 
dues of about 3,000 members at $2 
yearly. 





Lighthouse Opener 
The Lighthouse Players, of the 
N. Y. Assn. for the Blind, will 
open its winter season at Carnegie 
Recital Hall, N. Y., with two per- 
formances of “Lady of Letters,” 
tomorrow and Friday (14-15). 
Cast will include seven blind ac- 
tresses. supported by five normal 
professional actors. 





Alan Shulman, NBC Symphony 
Orchestra cellist whose longhair 
compositions have been played by 
the major symphonies, has com- 
posed three pop field originals for 
Joe Bushkin which the latter is 
recording this week for Columbia 
Records. 


its coffers. | 


|Center, N. Y., Sunday (10), 
|nered as fine a set of press notices 

















FOR SALE 


TOWER THEATRE PROPERTY 
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 
(Land, Building, 
Equipment and Business) 
Alse 
RITZ THEATRE PROPERTY 
HANFORD, CALIFORNIA 
(Land, Building, 
Equipment and Business) 
For pertinent details write 


(Do Not Phone) to 
LAURENCE A. PETERS, Asst. Sec. 


FOX WEST COAST 


AGENCY CORPORATION 
1609 WEST WASHINGTON BLVD. 
Los Angeles 7, California 














Healey-George ‘Treasure’ | 
May Go Into ANTA Series 


Eunice Healey, who plans a 
Broadway production this season 
of the London comedy hit, ‘‘Treas- 
ure Hunt,” with Grace George as 
star, is being sought by the Ameri- 
can National Theatre & Academy 
to present the show as part of the 
ANTA Play Series. Whether she 
does so may depend on Miss 
George's reaction to the offer. Also 


involved in the decision are the 
authors, M. J. Farrell and John 
Perry. 


The play had a 41-week run in 
the West End last season with 
Sybil Thorndike and Lewis Casson 
in the leading parts. John Giel- 
gud staged the H. M. Tennent 
presentation. | 


N.Y. City Ballet Garners 
Crix Kudos, $81,900 Take 
In 3-Week Fall Season 


The three-year-old N. Y. City 
Ballet Co., which finished its fall 
season of three weeks at the City 
gar- 





as any U. S. dance troupe ever re- 
ceived, while doing okay at the 
boxoffice as well. Biz started slowly, 
with only a $19,700 take (at $3 top) 
the first week, but it jumped to 
$26,700 the second stanza, and hit 
a boff $35,500 the final week, for 
an $81,900 total. 

Budget for the season will run 
/somewhere between $90,000 and 
$100,000, with a deficit less than 
expected. Troupe felt effects of too 
much ballet in N. Y. this fall (Sad- 
ler’s Wells, Les Ballets de Paris 
and Grand Ballet); the war situa- 
tion, and general biz decline. It lost 
$3,000 in estimate take on two per- 
formances due to the recent hurri- 
cane. Company also spends little on 
ballyhoo and_ exploitation, and 
didn’t build up a big advance, its 
biz hypoing steadily during its run 
via favorable word-of-mouth. Crit- 


ics were unusually liberal with 
their praise, some _ singling the 
troupe out as America’s No. 1 


company now. 

Troupe recently returned from a 
British tour this summer of 10 
| weeks, five of these in London. It 
| presented no elaborate new pro- 
ductions here, although artistic di- 
| rector-choreographer George Bal- 
-anchine offered a new pas de deux 
and mazurka, and received his 
| “Baiser de la Fee” for this com- 
|pany. Balanchine also danced a 
| lead in the mazurka, for his first 
terp appearance in 20 years, which 
|event garnered wide press cover- 
|age. Troupe will stage its spring 
'season at the Center in February, 
doing four weeks then. 


Legit-Orch 























Off-B’way Shows 


A Season in Hell 


Gregor Taksa production of drama in 
three acts (eight scenes) by Rae Dalven. 





Directed by John Darley. Settings, Rich- | 


ard Clark; lighting, John Seig; costumes, 
Ruth Morley. At Cherry Lane theatre, 
N. Y.. Dec. 9, °S0. 

Cast: Fred Vogel, Robert Leland, Jack 
Horn, Fran Lee. Donn Joyce, Lester Rob- 
bins, Harold Gordon, Richard Spahn, John 


Seig, Lisa Baker, Lil Franz, Maurine Hol- | 
bert, Peg Mayo, Lois Beachner, Stuart Lo- | 


gan, John Regan, Janine Manatis, Robert 


Hilliard, Don Plesheite, John Darley, 
Carlos Tomas, Verne Beebe, Vinie Bur- 
rows. 


Dealing with the relationship be- 
tween two 19th-century French 
poets, Arthur Rimbaud and Paul 
Verlaine, “A Season in Hell” falls 
in with those off-Broadway produc- 
tions that have a limited appeal, 
but not enough for Broadway. Sub- 
ject is one that is more to the arty 

Employing an all-Equity cast, 
play was produced by 
Taksa, who plans running it at the 
Cherry Lane theatre for at least a 
month with regular evening per- 
formances and two matinees a 
week. Yarn concentrates predoml- 
nately on Rimbaud, who began 
writing at the age of 12 and 
stopped seven years later, at which 
time he became a slave dealer and 
gun-runner. 

It was during the seven-year pe- 
riod of composition that Rimbaud 
became friends with the elder Ver- 
laine, noted symbolist poet. While 
together with Verlaine, Rimbaud 
wrote his final poetic work, “A 
Season in Hell.” Breakup between 
the two resulted in Verlaine at- 
tempting to kill the younger poet 
and having to serve a jail sentence 
because ot the move. 

Cast turns in capable perform- 
ances, with Robert Leland though 
a little too old in appearance to 
convey the youthfulness of Rim- 
baud, managing to project an es- 
thetic quality. Richard Clark’s 
scenery provides play with an au- 
thentic flavor, while Ruth Morley’s 
costumes are impressive. John 
Darley's direction sets the vrover 
mood. Gros. 


Apartment for Rent 


Brooklyn Masque Players (Lee Wenick) 
production of drama in three acts by Ken 


Parker. Directed by Jon Griffin. At Hud- 
son Guild theatre, N. Y.. Dec. 7, ’50 
Cast: Jon CGriffin, Barbara Howe, Len 
Rosenson Frances Dinsmoor, Reuben 
Nadler, Chuck Tyner, Ed Huberman 
Written by ice skater-actor-au- 
thor Ken Parker and originally 


titled “There’s Always a Murder,” 
“Apartment For Rent” has the 
makings of a neat meller. Certain 
details of the play need ironing 
out before it can rate as a smooth 
whodfinit. However, even with the 
necessary doctoring, it’s doubtful 
as a Broadway venture. 

Yarn concerns pair of newly- 
weds who rent an apartment, only 
to get involved in a murder. A 
strong element of suspense is built 
up, but overplayed in the last act. 
There's also a supposedly surprise 
ending that could use a little more 
shading to keep from being obvi- 
ous. 

Of the 
standout 


| married 


Ken Rosenson is 
as the male half of the 
couple. Frances’ Dins- 
moor gives a good portrayal of an 
alcoholic with money in the bank, 
while Jon Griffin does okay as a 
psychopathic. Latter also shows an 


cast, 

















| ‘Zo Continued from page 72 
This would call for alternate weeks 
of concerts and shows, the concerts 
to be scheduled one week without 
interference, the shows to have the 
following week without sharing 
with concerts. 

, Hoff’s plan would set the Phil- 

harmonic back to Friday and Sat- 
urday evenings from its present 
Tuesday-Wednesday dates, and give 
the early part of the week to other 
concert series — Town Hall, Frit- 
schy, Seufert and possible one- 
nighters. This brought a _ howl 

\from various quarters, principally 
supporters of the Philharmonic, 
,which has become standard fare 
for Tuesday - Wednesday nights 








every other week during the winter 








A Real Buy for Xmas 


For ‘“‘that’ special Girl. Sacrificing 
Beautiful White Russian Ermine, full- 
length coat, pius ermine-lined hood. 


Sell for less than $1,000. Excellent 
value. 


Phone Olympic 8-2352 
9-7786. Pp or Newtown 


season. The orchestra plays the 
hall without rental, the city con- 
tributing the hall in support of the 
'musiec program. 

Being a guest tenant, the Phil- 
harmonic is put in a ticklish spot, 
and Dale Thompson, president of 
the board of directors, has called a 
meeting for this week to determine 








the orchestra’s position in the jam. 








MODELS, SIZE 10-12 
Height 5° 9" 
Better Dresses—High Salary 
Attractive, Experienced 
Steady Position 


NAT KAPLAN 


498 7th Avenue (71st Foor) 





Fox Midwest is watching the 
present controversy and any out- 
come which would throw bookings 


to its available pix house, the 
Orpheum. Likewise, Antonello, 


who has been booking in road com- 
panies for several seasons, would 
like to see any arrangemeni which 
would give him a clear shot at 











. week-long dates in the Music Hall. 


able directorial hand. Work, which 
won first prize in a playwrighting 
|contest held by the Brooklyn 
| Masque Players this past summer, 
| Was put on at the Hudson Guild 
theatre, N. Y., Thursday (7) for 
one performance. Gros. 





Revised Green ‘Fathers’ 


Set for ’51 D.C. Reprise 


Washington, Dec. 12. 

The Paul Green historic pageant, 
_“Faith of Our Fathers,” which lost 
over $5,000 this year. will go a 
|second summer at the D.C. sesqui 
‘ainphitheatre, 4,000-seat structure 
‘newly renamed the Carter T. Bar- 
ron Amphitheatre in honor of the 
/recently deceased Loew-Metro rep 
here. 

| Decision to play a second sum- 
|; mer was reached recently by the 
| National Capital Sesquicentennial 
| Commission, of which Barron was 
formerly executive vice chairman. 


His place has been taken by Melvin | 
Democratic National 


'D. Hildreth, 
Committeeman for D.C., who was 


‘recently appointed to the vacancy 


by President Truman. 

Green is being ordered to do an 
|extensive rewriting job on the pag- 
,eant to give much more attention to 
|the founding of the national capi- 
|tal. In the original production, the 
| D.C. angle has been kissed off very 

lightiv. Green is understood to be 
at work already making the 
| changes. 


Gregor | 


‘Frances Starr Guest With | 
Ohio Wesleyan U. ‘Cord’ 


Delaware, O., Dec. 12. 


Ohio Wesleyan U. last week im- 
ported Frances Starr to take the 
guest lead in a campus production 
of Sidney Howard's “The Silver 
Cord” for four performances, last 


. Be . = N i 
of which was presented LenGay | wed the aad ureed te the 


‘Council of States Governments, 


(22). 
The Wesleyan Players produc- 


tion was directed by Prof. R. C.. 


Hunter, of OWN’s speech depart- 


ment. 
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| Offer ‘Moon 

| Continued from page 73 


scribers are enabled to buy tickets 
for the Miller production at be- 
low-seale gave them an unfair edge 

















element than the average playgoer. | 0Ver SOMC members who had or- 


dered seats at the regular boxof- 
fice price, she claims. However, 
Miss Siegler said she has made no 
protest to Miller or to the manage- 
ment of the Martin Beck, N. Y., 
where the Christopher Fry comedy 
is playing. 

Meanwhile, Miss Siegler'’s strug- 
gle against Irene M. Selznick over 
a supply of tickets for the latter's 
production of “Bell, Book and 
Candle” reached a new extreme. 
Claiming that several hundred 
sealed and stamped envelopes 
addressed to SOMC _ subscribers 
and containing filled applications 
for “Bell, Book and Candle” 
tickets had been opened in the 
Shubert office, the SOMC presi- 
dent took the matter to the New 
York district attorney. At a hear- 
ing last week in his office with 
Elias Weinstock, the Shuberts’ 
theatre booker, and Miss Siegler, 
with Mrs. Selznick as a witness, 
the prosecutor reportedly advised 
the SOMC prez that no criminal 
action was involved, but that it was 
a civil matter. 

To Fill Orders 

Mrs. Selznick, asserting yester- 
day that she has already given 
Miss Siegler more “Bell, Book and 
Candle” seats than specified in the 
contracts, indicated that rather 
than penalize any bona fide SOMC 
members, she is trving to work 
out a method of filling orders sent 


in by subscribers. She will posi- 
tively not give Miss Siegler any 
more tickets and prefers not to 


have any more dealings with her, 


but wants to accommodate SOMC 
subscribers, she said. 
On another front, Miss Siegler 


rescinded last week, on instructions 
from Edward A. McCaffery, New 
York City commissioner of licenses, 
a “tie-in” deal she had offered her 
subscribers for tickets to “Ring 
Round the Moon” and “Guys and 
Dolls.” In the original letter to 
subscribers, it was stated that the 
“dual selection” deal for “Moon” 
and “Guys” was necessary because 
SOMC had been required to take 
the former show in order to get 
the latter. Miss Siegler subsequent- 
ly asserted that Louis A. Lotito, 
president of City Playhouses, Inc., 
which operates the 46th street, 
where “Guys” is housed, and man- 
ager of the Beck, where “Moon” 
is playing, had okayed the letter 
before she sent it out. 

That was denied by Lotito, who 
added that the SOMC deals for 
“Moon” and “Guys,” involving dif- 
ferent managements, had been 
made at different times and _ in- 
dependently of each other. When 
Miss Siegler gave indications of 
trying to get out of her commit- 
ment for the “Moon” tickets, he 
‘had informed her that until she 
lived up to the agreement in full 
he would not release the “Guys” 
allotment to her, he explained. 

Miss Siegler conferred at length 
yesterday (Tues.) with commis- 
sioner McCaffery and madé™ ar- 
rangements to put him on _ her 
mailing list, so he will get copies 
of all regular SOMC communica- 
tions to subscribers. On the un- 
related matter of the ticket code 
of the League of N. Y. Theatres, 
which has still not been renewed, 
producers Herman Shumlin, Ker- 
mit Bloomgarden and Mrs. Selz- 
nick also met with McCaffery yes- 
terday. 





Radio Ed’s Legiter 


Houston, Dec. 12. 

The Alley Theatre will present 
“The Magic Fallacy,” stage adap- 
tation by David Westheimer and 
Walter Jensen of Westheimer’s 
novel, as its second production of 
the season, opening here Dec. 28. 

Westheimer was former radio 
editor for the Houston Post. and is 
now stationed at Ellington Field 
‘with the Air Force. 





Munies Again Urge Feds 


To Surrender Admish Tax 
Washington, Dec. 12. 

Federal government was once 

more urged to withdraw from the 


‘ admissions tax field and surrender 


that source of revenue to the cities, 
in a resolution adopted last week 
by the American Municipal Assn. 
Latter, in annual convention, fol- 


which has been urging that this 
field be taken from Uncle Sam and 
given to the states. 

However, it was admitted in- 
formally by the municipal group 


, that nothing would come of its res- 


olution at this time. 
clared, in part: 

“The admissions and amusement 
tax now levied by the Federal gov- 
ernment has every characteristic 
of a good local tax and should be 
made available to all municipalities 
which wish to use it. To accom- 
plish this the Federal government 
should withdraw from the Federal 
admissions tax, or institute a credit 
device similar to that employed 
with the inheritance tax.” 


Current Road Shows 
(Dec. 11-23) 

“Angel In the Pawnshop” (try- 
out) Harris, Chi. (11-23) (Re- 
viewed in Variety, Nov, 8, °50). 

“As You Like It” — Biltmore, 
L. A. (11-16); Russ Aud., San 
Diego (18'; Civie Aud., Pasadena 
(19); Aud., Riverside, Cal. (20). 

“Blossom Time”—Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (10-13); Strand, Ithaca (14); 
Strand, Utica (15); Academy of 
Music, Northamption, Mass. (16). 

“Brigadoon” — Shubert, Detroit 
(11-23). 

“Captain Carvalle” (tryout)\— 
Case, Detroit (11-16; Hanna, Cleve. 
(18-23) (Reviewed in Variety this 
week). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba”— 
Geary, San Francisco (11-16); Met- 
ropolitan, Seattle (19-23). 

“Consul” — Gayety, Wash. (11- 


a 


Views de- 








“Death of a Salesman’’—Colo- 
nial, Bost. (11-23). 
“Diamond = Lil” 
Chi, (11-23). 
D'Oyly Carte — Shubert, 
(11-23). 
“IT Know 
“hi. (11-23), 
*“Innocents”—Hanna, Cleve. (11- 
16); His Majesty's, Montreal (18- 
93 


Blackstone, 
Phila. 


My Love” — Selwyn, 


“Kiss Me, Kate’ — Convention 

Hall, Tulsa (11-13); Home, Okla- 
homa City (14-16); Robinson Me- 
meorial Aud., Little Rock (18-19); 
Aud., Memphis (21-23). 

“Mister Roberts”—Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (11-16); Empire, 
Syracuse (18-23). e 
“Oklahoma”—KRNT Radio the- 


atre, Des Moines (11); Omaha, 
Omaha (12-13); Chief, Colorado 
Springs (15); City Aud., Pueblo 


(16); Uptown, Salt Lake City (18- 
a Lincoln, Cheyenne, Wyoming 

“Out of This World” (tryout)— 
Shubert, Bost. (11-16) (Reviewed 
in Variety, Nov. 8, ’50. 

“Red, White and Blue” (tryout) 
—Taft Aud., Cincinnati (11-16) 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 11, 
30). 

“Second Threshold” (tryout'— 
Shubert, New Haven (13-16); Ply- 
mouth, Bost. (18-23). 
ae Pacific” — Shubert, Chi. 
(11-23). 

“Streetcar 
Weller, Zanesville, Ohio (11): 
Aud., Akron (12); Shea's, Ashta- 
bula, Ohio (13); Shea’s, Erie, Pa. 
(14); Shea's, Jamestown (15): 
Shea's, Bradford, Pa. (16); Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (18-23). 


Named si Desire’’—— 

















WANTED 


EXECUTIVE WITH DANCE BACKGROUND 


A male or female bailet or tap in- 
structor with managerial ability is 
wanted for an executive position in 
the fastest-growing dancing school 
chain in the world. Write or phone 


FRED ASTAIRE DANCE STUDIOS 
1615 Wainut St., Phila., Pa., LO. 7-3493 














FOR SALE 


Prosperous, better ready-to-wear store. 
Excellent location, low rental, lease to 
run about five years more. On one 
of Jamaica’s thoroughfares. Owner re- 
tiring. $18,500 complete. Cash. Write 
Box V-579E, Variety, 154 West 4éth 
Street, New York 19, N. Y. 

















BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY ESTATE 
BUCKS COUNTY, PA., Near NEW HOPE 


New stone home and fine buildings. 
with all modern improvements. Recre- 
ation facilities for enjoyable living in 
country. 95 acres. Estate can be 
bought at fraction of its cost. Write 
Box V-3545, Variety, 154 West 46th St., 
New York 19, WN. Y. 









































































































































pus aa 


bss ad 











d in- 
group 
s res- 
s de- 


‘ment 
l gov- 
‘ristic 
ld be 
rlities 
ecom- 
iment 
>deral 
credit 
loved 


$ 


 itry- 
. (Re- 
50). 

‘more, 
. San 
adena 
20), 

. Buf- 
(14); 
1y of 
(16). 
Yetroit 


out'— 
Cleve. 
Y this 


Pba”’— 
: Mete- 


i. ite 
—Colo- 
cstone, 

Phila. 
elwyn, 


e. (1ll- 
al (18- 


rention 

Okla- 
yn Me- 
18-19); 


Square, 
smpire, 


io the- 
Imaha, 
ylorado 
Pueblo 
ty (18- 
yoming 


yout)— 
viewed 


‘tryout! 
(11-16) 
ict. ii, 


yout!— 
i); Ply- 


rt, Chi. 


‘sire’’— 
y: See) 

Ashta- 
rie, Pa. 
(19)5 


Royal 


;ROUND 
tap in- 
ility is 
ition in 
school 
| phone 
IDIOS 

). 7-3493 





| 


ir store. 
lease to 
On one 
vner re 
. Write 
st 46th 


$$ $—<— 








ATE 
W HOPE 


vildings. 
. Recre- 
living in 
can be 

Write 
46th St., 








— 








hs 
hy 
is 


ya ne 


diene 1 





Wednesday, December 13, 





1950 






LITERAT! 17 








Lite 


rati 











Editorial Kudo To Rose 
The Albany Knickerbocker 
News, which had been carrying 
Billy Rose’s syndicated column, 
“pitching Horseshoes,” in an edi- 
torial (7) voiced tribute to the 


“fabulous character.” Reporting | 
that “the little dynamo of Broad-| 
way has slowed down at last and | 





is in the shop for some rewinding,” | 
the Gannett daily added, “blessed | 
with many talents—anyone of, 
which would satisfy the ordinary 
person—he has used them all. He 
was a songwriter and a success at 
it. something to achieve in a high- 
lv competitive field. As a show- 
man he was outstanding and it 
didn’t seem to matter whether he 
dealt with a stage big enough for 
football, or the tiny dancing spot 
in an intimate night club. 

“Perhaps he will be back. We 
are sorry to see him drop out of 
his role as columnist. He brought | 
to it a fund of stories and a gift 
for expressive and picturesque 
phrases.” 





Chi Sun-Times Switches 
Emmett Deadmon takes over the 
consolidated arts and amusement 
section of the Chicago Sun-Times, | 
the latest in a series of economy 


moves for the Marshall Field 
paper. Deadmon also replaces 
Robert Pollak as drama critic, 


with Pollak retiring to give full 
time to his investment interests. | 
Deadmon retains his job of book 
editor, but outside of the lead re- 
view the rest of the section will be 
a Saturday Review of Literature 
service, 

Felix Borowski remains as mu- 
sic critic, with Doris Arden on the! 
film end and Bentley Stegner do- 
ing the bistro beat. Bill Irwin 
continues as radio-teevee editor. 





Great Painters’ Trio 

Interesting show business facet 
in connection with the Library of 
Great Painters’ recent publication 
of three volumes on Renoir, Van 
Gogh and El Greco, each contain- 
ing 50 reproductions in color, is 
that quite a few of the originals 
were borrowed from the private 
collections of top personalities in 
the entertainment fields, notably 
among film people. In fact, in 
combing Europe and America for 
originals, Harry Abrams, publish-| 
er, and Milton S. Fox, associate 
publisher, were astonished at the 
number of show biz personalities, 
particularly in this country, who 
have invested in originals of the, 
masters. (A big percentage of the 
paintings contained in three vol-, 
umes had never previously been 
reproduced in color.) | 


' McCullough 


| biles don’t bark all night.” | 
| the films are a source file of clips 


| county. 


stay in France (his first) and Jo- 
seph from 
junket that took him into North 
Africa. 


Arthur Todd has been appointed | stag bar right on the stage. 


an extended BOAC'! 


.| tae bar and features a stripper on 


associate editor on Dance Ob-' 
server. He’s also theatre editor for ' 


Dance News, contributing editor on | 
Dance Magazine and N. Y. corre-| 


spondent for Ballet Today in 


| London. 


Walter H. Annenberg, publisher 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, has 
gifted the Boy Scouts with a 48- 
page booklet containing the daily 
reports for the paper by John M. 
of the scout’s 1950 
National Jamboree. 

Gordon Gammack, columnist for 
the Des Moines Tribune, just back 
from a three-month war corre- 
spondent assignment in Korea, 


| gave a “Report to the People” at 
the 4,200-seat KRNT Radio Theatre 


in Des Moines Dec. 8. 

Clarence R. Deuel, who resigned 
as circulation director of the Chi- | 
cago Herald-American earlier this 


year after 40 years with the Hearst 
| organization, has joined TV Times, 
| Chicago 


area video 
manager 


magazine, as 
general and circulation 
director. 

Ida Lupino is contributing a 
chapter outlining the problems of 
a director-writer-actress to ‘‘Lights, 
Camera, Action,” a book about the 
film industry, edited by Muriel De 
Lisa and _ sponsored’ by the} 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. 

Maurice Zolotow, now that he 
has moved his family from Wash- 
ington Square to Hastings-on-Hud- | 
son, N. Y., has discovered that 
“just 45 minutes from Broadway 
there are more trees than people.” | 
He is still trying to make the} 
transition from ‘where automo-. 








L. A. Niteries 


Continued from page 1 




















of the stripperies features two 
gals a night as part of a show of. 
five persons. Irvin Mazzei, Amer- | 
ican Guild of Variety Artists rep | 
here, sez this strip situation now 
accounts for better than 40% of all | 
AGVA performers working in this | 


Nitery strip shows, which got un- 
derway about 18 months ago, are: 


far from being on the downward tures. 
trend. Latest recruit to the strip, be earned through the television if possible, have an audience with the Pope. 
parade is LA’s plushery, Ciro’s.'! medium. 


Herman Hover has booked Lili St. | 


Cyr into his night spot for $1,500 trols hundreds of thousands of | 


locale. 


' 





been booking in shows and letting | 


them fall as they may. Because of 


the .success of such attractions, | 
clubs are now preparing for full | 
scale for shows in an all out ef-, 
fort to give them full production 
value. The Sarong Club has in- 
stalled a runway at each end of 
each flat. Last Call is building a. 
This 
enables gents to step right up and 
drink yet not be deprived of their 
gawking. Other clubs have put) 
runways in which go the length | 
of the room. Customers, as a re- 
sult, are allowed all the comfort 
of their booths and are able to 
gaze upon the gyrations of strippers 
without straining the neck muscles. 

Upsurge in strip casuals, of 
course, has made way for theatri- 
cal agency specializing. At this 
time, their are nine agencies han- 
dling most of the stripery book- 
ings. Lou Dorn agency is about 





'the largest in the territory han- | 


| Zomba. 


‘weekly; the highest tab in this! copyrights of popular and classical | 
Strip parade started at the | compositions. 


dling the three leading strip spots; | 
the Bowery, Colony Club and Club 
Others working in this 
field are Grace McKee, Maury Bar- 
ton, Sonny O’Neil, Alice Kirkman, | 
Ginger Lee, William Fleck, Walter , 
Trask, Kenneth Holland, Al Wager 
and Arthur Sidler. 











TV New Market 


Continued from page 2 














| licenses are identical with those 


for theatrical screening. 

Naturally, only a small part of 
all the films in the possession of 
the Office of Alien Property will 
prove suitable for video. But a 
casual survey of the catalog shows 


'travelogs covering all parts of the 
| world, 
, filmed operas and concerts, animal 


popular science subjects, 
pictures, as well as all types of 


features and foreign soundtracks. 
In addition to usage in toto, 


and stockshots for special pur-| 
poses, and U. S. studios have taken 
out licenses to use limited portions 


| of them. | 


In a few instances, OAP issued 
licenses to American producers for 
the remake rights of vested foreign 
pictures. Thus there is a prece-| 
dent under which the Government 
might permit the remake of some 
of these pictures especially for) 
television. | 

Since it first seized films, OAP 
has collected about $250,000 in 
royalties for rentals of the pic-| 
This indicates what might | 


In the field of music, OAP con- | 


They include the 


By the same token, a esnalier. | Colony Club about 18 months ago | entire catologs of nearly 100 of the 


able segment of art enthusiasts| and from there spread to the Bow- | largest foreign music publishing couldn’t wave because I had both hands on my pockets. 
Club Zomba and Toddle firms. Subject to existing pre-war | yobbed four times in one day. Following your advice I dissembled my 


currently beating the drums for. 
the newly-published volumes are 


ery, 
House. 


fifth baby. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


; Traveller’s Rest, Ala., Dec. 5. 

I promised my brood that if I heard one more word in praise of 
Gary Crosby I would put Der Bingle and his bundle of B-flat bindle- 
stiffs where they properly belonged, and that’s miles behind the Scully 
Circus or any performing member thereof. 

Let’s take the Skipper, our first flea from heaven. His hopalongs in 
1950 alone would make Cassidy, Hope, Crosby and all but the inter- 
planetary Saucerians seem like troupers who never got out of bed all 
year. 

What’s more, he did it on a shoestring, and even returned half the 
shoestring as proof that just because you're an American that doesn’t 
mean you have to be taken every time you cross a frontier. 

His ambition for years was to see his grandmother in Norway before 
the military yanked him elsewhere. Eighteen, 6 feet 3, a lieutenant in 
the California state guard, a cadet in a university R. O. T. C. and a 
corporal in a national guard air force unit, it looked as if he would be 
swooped up for active duty wherever he turned. Under the circum- 
stances I favored a trip to Europe while the tripping was good. This 
was last May, before Korea. 

But what would we use for money? I handed him a shoestring and 
told him to work it up from there. It was while discussing this prob- 
lem that I ran into a partial solution. A young wife wanted to get 
home to her husband, a professor at Cambridge University. She had 
two children, aged 17 months and two months, and needed a baby- 
sitter. Skip offered to take on the mission and save himself 600 bucks. 


The Wrong Mr. Scully 


The day the party was to leave L. A. Mme. Scully gave birth to her 
The Skipper skipped down to Cedars of Lebanon hospital 
and announced himself as “Mr. Scully.” He was allowed to see the 
baby. After that he zoomed to New York with his helpless trio. 

I saw him off and then repaired to the hospital to see my baby. I 
was barred. Mr. Scully, the records showed, had already seen his 
baby and due to some miner infection around the chophouse, second 
visits were barred for a week. How do you like that? A gatecrasher 
I had trained from infancy had beaten me to a barrier. 

In New York for eight hours he scrounged around for saucepans to 
make formulas for the babies and, looking far into the future, left an 
Air Force uniform behind so that he could thumb his'way back from 
N. Y. to L. A., if and when he returned to the States. 

Less than 48 hours after leaving L. A. he was telephoning that he 
had deposited his charges safely in Cambridge and was free to go to 
London. He reported at our Variety office, met Swaff, dated the 
sister-in-law of one of our Hollywood muggs and then smelled out a 
new busline which was to make a maiden voyage from London via 








, Belgium, Holland, north Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. He 
|signed up as a guinea pig. The trip took four days and nights. 


In- 
cluding all meals and hotels, the shakedown cruise cost him $60, and 
he even worked that one out to be paid in Norway, out of kroner Hitler 
had swiped from his mother and had to be put back. 


Hiking For a Rest 


His grandmother, 82, ran him so ragged that after three weeks of 
her entertainment program (there were 35 first cousins of his mother’s 
that had to be met) he packed a rucksack on his back and hiked 100 
miles into the hinterlands for convalescence. 

By now he had a yen to see Paris. He could sing “The Last Time I 
Saw Paris” and not simulate nostalgia either, because he had been 
born there. But how to get from Oslo to Paris? Well, he found some 
more kroner of his mother’s. (It seems I married an heiress but it took 
the Skipper to find it out.) 

In Paris he fell into the loving arms of Maxime de Beix. He hadn’t 
been in them since he was a baby. Maxime gave him the plush treat- 
ment. I suspect he saw more of Paris for less cost than a cabdriver. 
Then Maxime discovered that the Skipper had a yen to see Rome and, 
Our Parisian VARIETY 


| mugg fixed that faster than you can say, “Entendu.” 


In Rome it seems these things were expedited through TWA. A girl 
there arranged for a semi-private audience. Skip thanked her. “Don’t 
thank me,” she said, “thank TWA.” 

“Semi-Private!” wrote the Skipper. “At least 100,000 persons were 

acked into St. Peter’s. Far off I could see the Holy Father. I 
I had been 


contracts, Alien Property thus has; money in various pockets, but even so I was clipped several times for 


from show business (Ginger Rogers! Six months after the initiallers 
last week put in an order for 100 got underway, group was joined 
Sets, as Christmas gifts, at $30 per by the El Rancho, Waldorf Cellar 


trilogy). 
Life mag is prepping a layout on 


and the Bomb Shelter, latter un-! operas and operettas. For example, | squishing from his shoes. 


dergoing three quick changes in 


in its possession thousands of tunes 
which would be suitable for TV. 
Similarly there are vested plays, 


television rights to the ‘Chocolate 


the volumes, with John Renoir,| management and name prior to Soldier” were recently licensed to 


son of the painter represented in’ 


one of the volumes, assigned for 
the text treatment. Latter is in 
Hollywood. Meanwhile, the pub- 
lishers, because of the response to 
the initial trilogy, are at work on 
the next four volumes on Degas, 
Cezanne, Rembrandt and Toulouse- 
Lautree, with the Renoir-Van 


Gogh-El Greco reproductions set. 


for distribution in Britain and 
France, and similar deals being 
set for Scandinavian, Italian and 
Israeli editions. Latter will con- 
tain Hebrew text. 

Initial three volumes has won 
plaudits from art critics in this 
country and abroad. 





CHATTER 
William I. Kaufman, NBC-TV 
Casting director whose “Best Tele- 
Vision Plays of the Year” is due 


shortly, now prepping a second 
— Merlin Press is publish- 
ng. 


William E. Buckley elected a 
veepee of Holt. Edgar T. Rigg is 
president. Buckley joined Holt on 
ae ete as manager of the 

‘ade Department, af iti 
Doubleday. — 

Fred Feldkamp, literary ex- 
ecutor for the late Will Cuppy, has 
pacted with Henry Holt for a new 
D thie files, tentative- 
y Utled “How to Get from Janua 
to December.” “ 

“The Maestro; the Life of Arturo 
Toscanini,” by N. Y. Times music 
ed Howard Taubman, and “Puc- 
: ini, by George Marek, Good 

ousekeeping music ed, will be 
on Simon & Schuster’s spring list. 

Authors Max Shulman and Rich- 
ard Joseph back from European 
Junkets, Former from a protracted 


going into strip biz to click. 
Both the Manchester Club and 


the Red Feather gave up “name” | 


‘policies to go into the take-it-off 
biz. Manchester featured small 
combos while Feather was booking 
single act attractions. Failing to 
pull with these, clubs joined strip 


the rafters. 

Nice Coin 

| Gals working niteries are pulling 
in anywhere from AGVA's $75 
minimum to 
per frame. Betty Rowland, LA’s 
| long standing strip attraction, pulls 
| in $750 a stanza and Yvette Dare 
| pockets a neat $450 for one week’s 
‘chores. According to AGVA, aver- 
_age hits right on $125 per stanza. 
| Girls now doing strip acts are com- 
ing in from ranks of the chorus 
‘and two, Dorene Gray and Pat 
'Flannery, are former Earl Carroll 
| girls. Faith Carlton, now touring 
the niteries, is a tap and acro 
dancer and Bebe Dento came to 
| strip clubs directly 
chores. 

| Strip bills usually include two 
/bump-and-grind gals, a comic, a 
| straight woman who usually does 
‘one strip and often one or two 
variety acts. Off nights for regu- 
lar shows are finding many of the 
stripperies doing a “Battle of 
the Stripteasers.” The Colony, 
Bowery, Last Call and Bomb Shel- 
ter all feature this gag to draw 
dead night crowds. Each of the 
clubs brings in five grind-gals who 
go through their paces with one 
being chosen as the night’s top 
artist. 





Heretofore niteries have merely 


ranks and are now stacking ’em on. 


Miss St. Cyr’s $1,500 Le 


from modeling 


'a network, with a share of the fee 
‘coming to OAP. 

OAP regulations allow consider- 
‘able flexibility in the handling of 
royalty rates on the copyrighted 
thaterial. All licenses are for a 
‘limited duration and every effort 
is made to comply with the evolu- 
tion of standard trade practices. 











Sam Marx Back 
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three years of uninterrupted resi- 
dence in France, are on the Queen 


Elizabeth this week. Her son, Irv- | 


ing Thalberg, Jr., is of draft age. 

Steve Crane and his French ac- 
tress-bride, Martine Carol, are also 
en route to California although she 
has a French film commitment in 
February. Mrs. Sol C. Siegel is re- 
turning but her husband, the 20th- 
Fox film producer, is remaining in 
England to produce a remake of 
“Berkeley Square.” 

William Marshall, now in Paris, 
producing an Errol Flynn indie 


abroad, thinks the actor may be> 


aboard his yacht, which is missing 
from its Cannes harbor basin, en 
route to the U. S. 


On the other hand, Gregory Rat- | 


off, Orson Welles, Eric von Stro- 
heim, Jack Kirkland, the Bernard 
Bros. are among Americans re- 
_maining abroad indefinitely. 


i 
; 
i 





Rita and Aly to India 
Madrid, Dec. 12. 

| Rita Hayworth and her husband, 

; Aly Kahn, are here en route to 

, India, in easy stages. 


'small sums. They don’t need a Marshall Pjan in Italy. They get all 
the dollars they need by direct transactions.” 

It was so hot in St. Peter’s that when he staggered out sweat was 
He went over to a fountain and plunged 
| his head in its cooling waters. 

The Bath That Killed Gramp 

“Oh, my goodness,” cried his mother on reading this, “that’s the 
way his great grandfather died. He was Norway’s greatest historian 
and through a Lutheran he was granted access to the Vatican library. 
/One day he came out overheated, ducked his head in a fountain and 
| died of shock. He is buried in Rome, in fact.” 
| But thé? Skipper seemed to have been made of sterner stuff. He 
He next discovered that taxis had no meters 


survived the plunge. 
,and were charging all sorts of fares. So he scrounged around and 
He rented it for $3.a day and 


i 
| 
| 


‘found an old American motor scooter. 
toured from Rome to the sea. 

Refreshed, he sought out a priest who could help him to serve Mass 
in St. Peter’s. He found one, but he was French and could talk no 
| English. Skip could talk no French. So they conversed for an hour 
‘in Latin and set up the deal. That I would have loved to have seen, 
‘for nobody serves a better Mass than the Skipper. 


We Cut To the Chase 

| He rescued his Air Force uniform and went to Mitchel Field with 
‘his right thumb pointing west. But the C.O. told him it would be a 
| week before he could bum a ride to L.A. So he went back to Brooklyn 
‘with the sad news. It was after banking hours but the Leo Mishkins 
‘fleaned $99 among them. The Skipper grabbed one of the Flying Irish- 
man’s cutrate jobs. This got him home 13 hours overdue. 

| J was about to leave for the east myself as he called up from the 
Burbank field. “Grab a cab,” I said, “because I must leave in 20 min- 
‘utes for the Municipal airport and after all these months I certainly 
want to see you before I go.” 

| The minutes ticked off. It looked as if I would be late for by plane 
| if I didn’t blow. Alice warmed up the motor. “Give him two more 
minutes,” I begged. 

I gave Sylvia some money and told her to pay the cab if the Skipper 
arrived in the next 60 seconds. Sure as a Hollywood scenario, his 
car tore around the cornet at 7:02 p.m. “Hop in here!” I shouted. 
_He leaped into our car and we tore off as if pursued by FBI opera- 
‘tives. The cabbie must have thought we were crazy. 

_ Jn the hour’s drive to the airport our wandering boy told us much of 
his adventures. He was home, happy and broke. No change. He had 
started out that way. Smiling, he handed me half the shoestring I 
| gave him te start with. 
Even if his name were Crosby and he could carry a tune I doubt if 
we could be prouder of him. Anybody else want a teen-aged baby 
sitter whose military commission has now been stepped up to a na- 
tional status? He may not sing as well as Gary but he does quite well 
with one of my compositions which no Crosby has ever sung. It 's called 
“The Cockeyed Lullaby.” All of the Scully Circus, including the 
| Skipper, were raised on it. o eres ve “2 








oe 





13 CHATTER 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 13, 1950 





Broadway 


Warren Duffs east over the holi- 
days. 


(15). 
William Bradford Huie, editor 

of New American Mercury, resum- 

ing his lecture tour. 

Ella Logan headlines opening 
bill of mew Casablanca hotel, | 
Miami Beach, Dec. 20. 

Metro producer Armand Deutsch 
due east next week for preem of 
his “Magnificent Yankee. 

Clark Gable and his wife arrive | 
from Hollywood today (Wed.) en | 
route to Bahamas vacation. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., accom- 
panied by his wife, left for the 
Coast last week after a month's 
stay. 

Irving Shiffrin, former flack for 
RKO and Selznick, named _ exec 
director of Long Beach \N. Y.) 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Al Schacht to take up invite of 
Walter Donnelly, High Commis- 
sioner of Austria, to fly there to 
entertain troops for Xmas. | 

Joel Preston, film publicist, 


class has picked star Claudine Ce- | 


reda as godmother. ; 
Recent bill at the ABC Music 
Hall featuring Line Renaud and 


; | Robert Lamoureux broke all rec- 
Metro screenwriter Harry Rus- | 


kin due in from the Coast Friday | 


ords for house in 28 day run. 


Jacques Francois, back from do- 
ing one pic in Hollywood, into a 
leading role in new Jacques Beck- 
er film, “Edouard Et Caroline.’ 

Jacques Deval, with his success- 
ful “Ce Soir A Samarcande” pack- 
ing them in, has a new play to open 
at the Edward VII theatre in Jan- 
uary. It is “Oh Ma Maitresse.” 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Fox Movietone’s Vivvyan Donner 
at the Saxony. oo 

Fred Allen and Portland Hoffa 
due here Dec. 18. 

Wometco’s new Carib theatre 
(2.300 seater) opens Dec. 22 with 
gala festivities. 

Helmut Dantine still in town 
(he appeared in “Angel Street” at 
Copa City some weeks ago) and 
dickering for a spot on a local 
AM station. 

Miguelito Valdez and orch into 
the Saxony Hotel on the 19th. 


Hollywood 


George Seaton laid up with flu. 
Bud Lollier hospitalized for a 
eheckup. 






| | Interstate Bows 
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‘be admitted as a literary and 
moral work. Their opinions were 
conveyed to the Customs bureau, 
but were met with adamancy. 


| Story concerns two girls, both 


W. Scott Darling laid up with feels “jt is not anti-Semitic” and of whom. are having illegitimate 


virus infection. 
Deborah Kerr home after six 


months in Rome. 


Dick Haymes to Palm Springs | 


for a short vacation. 


John Carroll starts a cross-coun- | 


try stage tour Jan. 9. 

Cornel Wilde and 
Knight in from N. Y. 

Walter Jolly is the new prexy of 
the 20th-Fox Studio Club. 

Frank Capra returned to work 
after a siege of throat trouble. 

Patricia Morison, John Fora and 
Ward Bond planed in from N. Y. 

Richard Long ankles UI this 
week to report for Army service. 

Barney Balaban in town for con- 
fabs with Y. Frank Freeman at 
Paramount. 

Tom Conlon dissolved his own 
agency and joined the Lichtig-En- 
glander office. 

Fritz Goodwin will succeed Jack 
Daley as flack for William Boyd 
Enterprises Jan. 1. 

Robert Rossen in from Europe 
for a week before returning to 


Patricia 


‘has ordered the Dickens classic, babies. 


into release, as is his right under 
‘terms of his Rank pact. 


Interstate cancellation, it is be- 
lieved, will be a severe setback to 
other booking plans for the pic, 
since the Texas dates were to be 
in the nature of an experiment. 


While Interstate, like most of 
the major theatre circuits through- 
out the country, has adhered to a 
policy of refusing to play films 
without a PCA seal, it is believed 
that the Breen action was a wel- 
come out for O’Donnell. That was 
indicated in part by announcement 
of the cancellation even before 
the appeal of the PCA nix is heard 
by the MPAA board. That’s slated 
for next week in New York., 

Board, made up of major com- 
pany prexies, has given no hint as 
yet as to its feelings. Actually, it 
was said in New York, not suffi- 
cient members have yet seen the 


One has her child; the 
‘other has an abortion. The film 
‘favors the solution adopted by the 
first one. Only sequence which 
proved anything of a shocker to 
‘the jurors was that of an actual 
birth. It was said, however, that 
that could be simply cut. 

Pic was produced by Lau 
Lauritzen for Asa Films of Den- 
mark. It is said to have cost 
65,000 kronen ($10,000) and to 
have grossed 1,000,000 kronen in 
Denmark alone. Selznick paid 
5,000,000 francs (about $13,000) 
for French and Belgian rights. 








War Scare 
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spokesman, in addition, recalled 
that the lensing of “Vacation from 
Marriage,” which Sir Alexander 


planed in Friday (8) from the! yrijt Kafka, husband of Gracie Bar- Paris for the holidays. film to render an opinion. In any Korda produced for M-G in Lon- 
Coast, where he confabbed with|7i.” Will manage the cafe there. Bert Reisfeld elected president case, it had been assumed that don during the last war, was in- 
indie flack outfits for six days. He’s looking for name attractions. of the Hollywood Foreign Corre- O'Donnell would at least await terrupted several times by Nazi 


Valter Vincent, who heads the 
Actors Fund, named veepee and 
director of the Will Rogers Me- 
morial Hospital at Saranac Lake, 
nN: 2 
° Arthur Schwartz hiding out for 
two weeks writing the tunes (with 


Copa City shuttered until Dec. 
21 when it reopens with night club 
policy, with added attractions in 
the Lounge. Last Copa legit pro- 
duction, “Tobacco Road,” closed 
Sunday (10). 


spondents Assn. for 1951. 

Spyros Skouras in town for con- 
ferences with Darryl F. Zanuck on 
20th-Fox releases for 1951. 

Howard Keel will make a sum- 
mer concert tour when he finishes 


action on the appeal filed by ELC 
prez William C. MacMillen. 
Infiuencing O’Donnell’s move un- 
doubtedly was pressure brought on 
him both locally and from indus- 
try friends throughout the country. 


bombing raids but was nonetheless 
completed. 

Metro producer Richard Thorpe 
returned last week from England, 
where he had been scouting loca- 
tion sites for “Ivanhoe,” which he 


Pht 4 Ppket Starlet Mala Powers in town for “Texas Carnival’ at Metro. ee ee a gee cates ve 4 
Dorothy Fields) for the musical- appearance at Tropical Park’s Al _ Louis Mandel in town for hud- ol — hg Bae cess Fuss of aoe i _ niin Tcmnicg ters 
ized “Tree Grows in Brooklyn Jolson Memorial race and public- dles with Larry Parks and Betty the lim in Dallas for various civic Producer arence Brown recently 
‘ 7 . . . ‘ wf 3) x > ° 5S 2 ~ = sy > ‘ , 
for George Abbott. ity tie-in with next week’s preem Garrett about their forthcoming and religious groups and it is be- returned from a trip to Italy, 
Kirk Douglas in town after com- (20) of “Cyrano de Bergerac,” in indie film. lieved they counseled against the where he had looked over possible 
pleting “The Travelers” at War- which she is featured. Lita Rio, recently judged the bookings. locations for “When in Rome,” 


ners. While in Gotham, he'll star 
on the Dec. 17 “Theatre Guild of 
the Air’’ radio show. 

Arthur Kober back to the Coas 
after “Bless You All” preem. Com- 
poser Harold Rome collabs with 


town for 
(legit) 


Cotten, in 


Joseph é _t 
revived Civic 


preem of 


t Theatre, was cocktail partied by 
Sonny Shepard and Wometco cir- 
cuit toppers 


at Lord Tarleton 


most popular film player in the 
Philippines, gandering the Holly- 
wood studios. 

Smiley Burnette joined Gene 
Autry’s midwestern junket troupe, 


Interstate topper has also had a 
flood of letters and phone calls 
from industryites. Among them 
was one by New York circuit op- 
erator Harry Brandt that resulted 


also scheduled for production in 
the spring. M-G, in addition, is 
slated to shoot the major part of 
“Robinson Crusoe” in Jamaica. 


Twentieth is also continuing to 


: p Pre singe Hotel. He was member of the replacing Pat Buttram, who is still ; ’ chs eae h Pe 
him next on his musicalization of founding group some years ago, laid up with injuries. | ges Tc ecco: Rs —. ' FO ars Pt 
Having Wonderful Time. while working as ad solicitor for Academy Awards theatre is SP nari é a throughou e western hemis- 
Mirror critic Justin Gilbert and Stiami Herald showing a memorial exhibit hon- Mac Millen. Latter threatened phere. Anatole Litvak is now 
his wife, Jeanne, slated to return * . oring the late Harry Davenport, legal fireworks if the New York wrapping up “Decision Before 


from Europe this week. He's re-| 
cuping from emergency operation | 
recently undergone in Rome. 

Ellen (Mrs. Irving Berlin) and one | 
of the daughters, Linda, to the 
Coast this weekend en route to 
Honolulu to join 
who is with the ailing Joe Schenck. 

Clifton Webb, just back from 
England, scheduled to appear on 
the Roxy stage at the first two 
shows Friday (15) in conjunction 
with the opening of his latest film, ’ 
“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). 


Palm Springs 


By Dorothy Gray | 
Banker L. M. Giannini in at the 


the songsmith | Desert Inn. 


The George Arnold Ice Show a 


hit at the Chi Chi Starlite Room. 


Brian Donlevy purchased a home 


at Shadow Mountain Club, Palm 
Desert. 


The Gordan MacRaes resting at 


the Racquet Club following his Las 


Roy and John Boulting planed Vegas stint. 


in from London yesterday (Tues.) 
to attend the preem of their joint- 
ly produced and directed “Seven | 
Days to Noon,” which opens at the | 
Trans-Lux 52nd St. Dec. 18. 

Judy Holliday back from Wash- | 
ington, where she appeared in the 
three-week run of “Born Yester- 
day” at the Gayety theatre. Colum- | 
bia’s film version of the Garson 


Kanin play, in which she is also Ment. 


starred, opens at the Victoria, | 
Dec. 26. i 

Henry Lartigue, ex-Clifford C.. 
Fischer pores and more latterly ; 
head of Metro operations in 
France until resigning, cancelled a. 
U. S. visit this month, with his | 
wife and daughter, because of the 
war scare. On the other hand, 
Europe expects a good tourist sea- 
son in 1951 on the expectations 
that it will be a “nervous peace” 
for 18 months anyway, and during 
that time many may essay that 
“last fling.” 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 

Norma Shearer going to U.S. to 
be with her son. 

Gerge Maurer back in hospital 
for X-rays following his operation. 

Blanche Zohar out of American 
hospital after successful appendec- 
tomy. 

Anne Vernon filming “Edouard 
and Caroline” at the Billancourt 
studios. 

“Anna Lucasta”’ to be done in 


German in Switzerland and also in! 


Germany. 

Mitty Goldin’s ABC recent head- 
liner Line Renaud to try England 
soon on a tour. 

Harry Granick’s unproduced play 
*“Witch’s Sabbath” may be done 
here before N. Y. via a film. 

Alix Combelle band playing at 
a charity gala at the Ambassadors, 
specialiy reopened for the occasion. 

Dany Dauberson back to Le 
Carroll's nitery. Colette Mars bows 
out to go on tour of Egypt and Li- 
ban. 

Thilda Thamar to play opposite 
Bourvil in a new revue, “Nanar,” 
going into rehearsal at Theatre De 
L’Etoile. 

Darvas and Julia, before going 
to U.S. Latin Quarter engagement, 
seeking Anna Sosenko’s services as 
personal manager. 


Casino de Paris backstage in-| 


Dean Jagger, back from “War 


Path” filming in Montana, at the 


Racquet Club. 
The Stanley Kramers returned 


to Hollywood after a week's rest 
at the Lone Palm. 


Bill Powell among the judges at 


the Saturday Charleston contest, 
when the Firehouse Five Plus Two. 


played their third club engage- 


Fay Bainter, at the Vaughn 
Arms with husband Reginald 
Venable, goes to New York for a 
Christmas night video show. They 
will open their desert home after 
the holidays. 

Victor Young at Casitas del 
Monte Hotel for four day rest. Is 
currently scoring the “Bull- 
fighter” as well as working on 
“Drums of the South” § for 
Goldwyn, and “Belle Grant” for 
Republic. 

Phil Harris and Alice Faye, Don 


Wilson, and the rest of thé Benny | 


radio cast and writers at the Desert 
Retreat. The Harrises and their 
youngsters to remain for a week 
after the Palm Springs Benny 
broadcast. 

Jimmy Ritz at the Racquet Club. 


the Al Ritzes at the Lone Palm! 


Hotel, will be joined for a family 
Christmas and New Years in Palm 
Springs by the Harry Ritzes. The 
brothers recently closed at Boston’s 
Latin Quarter. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Billie Holiday currently at the. 


Brown Derby. 
Milton Berle and Phil Regan 
amongst town’s visitors last week 
Chantoosey 
town to highlight annual D. C. Bar 


' Association dinner. 


Frank Braden, veteran Ringling 


Brothers’ flack, in town to beat! 
United Artists’! 


the drums for 
“Cyrano.” 


“Your Air Force in Action,” 14 
been | 


minute documentary, has 
cleared by Defense execs for TV 
|} and theatre screenings. 
| The Evalyn Tyner trio, with Ted 
Alexander and Johhny Smith, back 
at their Hotel 
Room beat until after January 1. 
New members of local Variety 
_tent include Sammy Ferro, musical 
director of WTTG-Dumont: Her- 
man Fournier, student booker- 
salesman of 20th; and Samuel Jen- 


whose stage and screen career cov- 
ered 78 years. 


London 


Jack Hylton planes to New York 
Dec. ; 

W. J. Kupper and James E. Per- 
kins returning to U. S. for Christ- 
mas vacation. 

Janet Brown quitting the “Star- 
light Hour” radio program on 
medico’s orders 

Edward Dryhurst dickering for 
British stage rights of ‘Personal 
Appearance” and “Difference Be- 
tween Us.” 

Emile Littler threw a welcome 
home party to Arthur Askey, back 
from a year in Australia to play in 
pantomime. 

“Celestina,” new play by Ashley 
Dukes, is to be produced at the 
Embassy, Swiss Cottage, early in 
the new year. 

Tyrone Power and Jackie Cooper 
to quit the cast of “Mr. Roberts” 
on Jan. 20. Power stays here to 
make a British film. 

Cyril Botham leaving Gaumont- 
British to take over as controller 
of Wigmore Films, Columbia’s 
16m division in Britain. 

New Anglo-American musical, 
still untitled, being sponsored by 
Lynford-Joel Promotions, is sked- 
ded to come into the West End in 
February. 

Michael Macowan. is to direct 
the stage version df ‘“‘The Seventh 
Veil” which Henry Sherek is: pre- 
senting in the West End after 
Christmas. Ann Todd will repeat 
her film role and will be sup- 
ported by Leo Genn. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Yehudi Menuhin here for con- 
cert. 
Willie Fischer orch held over at 
Magic Bar. 
Ted Weems into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter. 
Spivakovsky soloist with Min- 
neapolis Symphony orchestra. 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre pre- 
senting “You Can’t Take It With 


| You.” 


Evelyn Knight in’! 


Statler Embassy | 


University of Minnesota Theatre 
offering “A Phoenix Too Frequent” 
for a week's run. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room 
holding over Rosalind Courtright 
and Marvin Roy. 

Northwest Variety club launched 
winter entertainment season with 
square dance party. 

Marjorie Garretson and Alan & 
Blanche Lund into Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace with Cecil Gol- 
ly orchestra. 

Lyceum has “Come Back, Little 
Sheba,” “Brigadoon” and ‘Mister 


Roberts,” the last two for return | 


engagements, underlined. 
Elaborate dedication exercises 

planned for Northwest Variety 

club’s heart hospital on University 


theatreman insisted on getting into 
the Dallas act. 


Civil Liberties Protest 


National Council on Freedom 
from Censorship, affiliate of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
has entered the controversy over 
“Oliver Twist,” on the side of Eagle 
Lion Classics. Production Code Ad- 
ministration’s nix of the film has 
been protested by Elmer Rice, 
Council chairman, in a formal let- 
ter to Eric A. Johnston, president 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. 

Rice stated he found it difficult 
to understand how the MPAA, 
which constantly fights censorship 
by state boards and the like, in 
effect has assumed the role of a 
censor. MPAA explanation of its 
rejection of “Twist” was asked by 
Rice. 
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| een a 
taken by Customs. Gould is former 
United Artists foreign chief and 
new an importer-exporter of pix. 

Gould's original try was made 
more than a year ago. It was re- 
newed in the past several months 
‘after “Child” was brought into the 
U. S. under bond and shown to a 
group of nine leading citizens. 
Latter comprised a jury that saw 
six foreign pix which were candi- 
dates for the “Golden Laurel 
Award” set up by David O. Seiz- 
| nick. 

“Child” was one of the six com- 
|peting for the prize, which is 
designated for the film doing most 


to promote the cause of worldwide | 


understanding. Jury consisted of 
Archibald MacLeish, former libra- 
rian of Congress and editor of 
|Fortune mag; Fleur Cowles, exec 
of Look and Quick mags and edi- 
tor of the about-to-fold Flair; 
James P. Warburg, economist, au- 
thor and lecturer; Ellis G. Arnall, 
‘former governor of Georgia and 
present prexy of the Society of 
| Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers; Milton Eisenhower, brother 
of General Dwight Eisenhower 
,and prez of Pennsylvania State 
College; John Dickey, president of 
|Dartmouth College; Theresa Hel- 
burn, co-director of the Theatre 
Guild; Iris Barry, curator of the 
film library of the Museum of 
|Modern Art, N. Y. and Quincy 
'Howe, president of the National 
Board of Review. 


Arrangement made by Selznick 


with Customs was that no one’ 


other than the jury could see the 
pic. Nine members, however, 
,were reportedly unanimous in 


Dawn” in Germany and “No High- 
way” is in production in England. 
Coming up are “Beyond Time 
and Space.” (formerly “Berkeley 
Square’’) in London, “Lydia 
Bailey” in Haiti and ‘“‘The Frog- 


men” in the Virgin Isles. 











N.Y. Hung Jury | 


Trynin, have already made a mo- 
tion for the retrial. 

Defense maintained that the 
material, both that in Lundberg’s 
1936 book and RKO’s 1941 film, 
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| was from the public domain. The 


author’s attorneys countered that 
by offering a memorandum by Al- 
len Nevins, widely-known Colum- 
bia University historian. Memo 


_was prepared at request of RKO 
and obtained by Lundberg’s law- 


yers from the company’s files. 


Nevins asserted “It would be an 
error to underrate the strength” 


of two fundamental charges. First 


is that “Citizen Kane” represents 
Hearst (Nevins presents a whole 
series of similarities) and second 
“that for vital particulars in his 
portrait of Mr. Hearst, Mr. Welles 
has drawn upon” the Lundberg 
biog. 

Mankiewicz testified that he did 
the script himself in 10 weeks at 
a dude ranch in Victorville, Cal. 
He said he used no books or notes. 
He said he had paged through 
Lundberg’s book, but cast it aside 
as two one-sided and “tenden- 
_ tious,” making Hearst look like he 
had “never helped an old woman 
across the street or gave a horse a 
lump of sugar.” 


Garfield and Trynin, by putting 
in evidence an inventory of the 
books in  Mankiewicz’s home, 
showed he had two copies of ‘‘Im- 
perial Hearst,” one in his bedroom 
and one in his library. Mankie- 
wicz expressed surprise. 


Defense introduced a deposition 
from Welles, which was taken 
while he was appearing in “Black 
Rose” in Morocco. Welles said he 
had used no books, but had relied 
completely on his “excellent mem- 
ory for historical events.” Lund- 
berg’s attorneys pointed out that 
Welles was 23 years old when he 
produced, directed, acted in and 
allegedly wrote “Kane.” 


Actually, the evidence indicated, 
that despite the screen credit, 
_Welles’s contribution to the writ- 
ing was in editing. John House- 
man, Mankiewicz testified, also 
helped in editing. 
| Case was heard by Judge Vin- 
cent L. Leibell. Defense attorney 
was Roy W. McDonald, of Dono- 
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OBITUARIES 


JOSEPH N. WEBER 


Joseph N. Weber, 86, former 


president of the American Federa- | 


tion of Musicians, died in Beverly 


ills Dec. 12. ; 
ae in the Music Section. 





PERLE DUDLEY 

Mrs. Perle Wilkinson, 88, former 
actress and administrator in sev- 
eral women’s correctional institu- 
tions, died in New York Dec. 6. 
Mrs 
ally as Perle Dudley, was the wid- 
ow of Arthur Wilkinson, a baritone 


in many Gilbert & Sullivan operas. 
\irs. Wilkinson was born in 
Greencastle, Ind. She scored her 


first hit in a tour of Charles Froh- 
man's production, ‘Hazel Kirke.” 
She then became the piano accom- 
pianist for Emma Eames at her 
first appearance in Boston, 
later. for Sarah Bernhardt in a 
program of readings. In the 1890s, 
she was chorus mistress at the 
YT vric and Prince of Wales theatres 
in London, working under Sir Ar- 


thur Sullivan. 
After her husband died in 1894. 
she returned to this country, and 


was supervisor of music at Indi- 
anapolis public schools, and at the 
Ethical Culture Schools in New 
York. until 1901. For more than 


Wilkinson, known er 


and - 


: “Ready Money” and other 
tions, 


peared in “My Lady Friends,” 
“The Humming Bird,’ “You Can’t 
Take it With You” and “The Chost 
of Yankee Doodle.” 

Ober was a member of the 
Lambs for many years and a life 
member of the Actors’ Fund of 
America. His wife, actress Mabel 
Taliaferro, survives. 





GEORGE F. CALLAHAN 

George F. Callahan, 77, founder 
and retired president of the Ex- 
Hibitors Service Co., Pittsburgh 
film trucking outfit, died at his 
home in that city Dec. 9. Callahan 
organized the firm_in 1911 and 
served as its head until 1946, at 
which time the business passed 
into the hands of his son, George 
F. Callahan, Jr. 

In addition, he leaves his wife; 
four daughters, one of whom 
Connie, is wife of Pat Kennedy, 


former vocalist with Ben Bernie’s . 


band. 





JAMES F. COYLE 
James F. Coyle, 52, on sales 
staff of WCAU for 23 years, died 
in Philadedphia Nov. 8. 
Last April, Coyle was appointed 


HARRY MOSS 


(DEC. 18TH, 1947) 





20 years, she held administrative 
posts at the House of Refuge on 
Randalls Island, N. Y., and at the 
Reformatory for Women at Fram- 
ingham, Mass. She included coach- 


ing the inmates in Gilbert & Sulli- | 
van operas among her extracurri- 


cular duties. 
Surviving are a daughter and a 
brother. 





GEORGES METAXA 


reorges Metaxa, 51, Rumanian- 
bo actor and singer, died 
. heart ailment Dec. 8 in Mon- 
rue, La | 
Born in Bucharest, Metaxa ap- 


peared as a musical comedy singer 
in New York and London. He 
played in “Bitter Sweet” and “The 
Cat and the Fiddle” before going 
to Hollywood, where some of his 
screen roles were in “Secrets of a 
Secretary.” “Swing Time,” and 
“The Mask of Dimitrios.” 

“Paris Calling,” “Hi 
Diddle” and “The Doctor Takes a 
Wife’ were other films in which he 
had roles. 

Metaxa had served for a time as 
chief of the Cabinet of the Agri- 
cultural Ministry in his native 
country. 
appearance in 1926 at the Strand 
theatre, London, in 
Diamonds.” Later he was seen in 
Me pn hag “Bow Wows,” 

ill 0’ the Wisp” and “Wake 
and Dream.” . ” 

In 1936 he married Mrs. Byrnece 
Macfadden Muckerman, daughter 
of Bernarr Macfadden, publisher. 





CLARENCE B. GOSHORN 

Clarence B. Goshorn, 57. chair- 
man of the board of directors of 
Benton & Bowles, Inc., N. Y. ad- 
vertising agency, died Dec. 10 at 
Bimini Island, the Bahamas, due to 
accidental drowning while on a 
yachting trip with Mrs. Goshorn 
and a group of friends. 
been attending the National Cof- 
fee Assn. 
ton, Fla. Besides his wife, he’s 
Survived bv two sons. 

In 1929 Goshorn entered the ad- 
Vertising agency field with Erwin 


He had. 


Wasey, Inc. where he was an ac-! 


— executive and plans organ- 
zer. 
president of Wasey, left to set up 
an independent organization, Go- 
shorn joined the Kudner agency 


aS account executive and super- 
Visor. 


end account executive. In 1942 he 


became president of the agency | 


and in 1950 was elected chairman 
of the board of directors. 





ROBERT OBER 
Robert Ober, 68, an actor, who 
appeared in many Broadway pro- 


In 1937 he joined Benton | attack. 


& Bowles, Inc., as vice-president | 


When Arthur Kudner, then. 


| 


Diddle | 


He made his first stage | 


“Hearts and | 


convention in Boca Ra- | 


manager of commercial _ sales 
development for radio and televi- 
sion at WCAU. His wife, a daugh- 
ter and two sons survive. 





. CEDRIC HART 

Cedric Hart, regional executive 
of the American Guild of Musical 
Artists, died Dec. 5 in Hollywood 
after a week’s illness. 

He was a former orchestra lead- 
er and manager of operatic stars 
and was one of the organizers of 
the Opera Guild of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 





JOSEPH DONCOURT 


Joseph Doncourt. 68. retired 
vaudeville actor and father of 
CBS-TV comedian Ken Murray, 


died Dec. 8 in North Hollywood. 
In addition to son. he is survived 
by wife and a daughter. 


MRS. EDWARD LAPPE 

Mrs. Edward Lappe. 81, midget 
performer, died in White Plains, 
N. Y., Dec. 12. 

With her first husband, the late 
Leopold Kahn, professionally 
known as “Admiral Dot,” she 
toured the U. S. and Europe. 


MRS. ERIC GORRICK | 
Rita (Mrs. Eric) Gorrick, wife of ' 








Variety's longtime representative - 


IN MEMORIAM 


EDWARD B. MARKS 


Nov. 28th, 1865 - Dec. 17th, 1945 





and correspondent in Australia, 
died in Sydney Nov. 28 after a long 
illness. They had only recently | 
celebrated their silver anniversary. | 


IRVIN J. WAGNER 
Irvin J. Wagner, 51, former: 
Olian Chi ad agency veepee, died 
Dec. 3 in Los Angeles. He was a 
writer for the late Ben Bernie's 
radio shows. 
Survived by wife and son. 





{ 


CHARLES A. DICKINSON | 
Charles Alvah Dickinson, play- 
wright and director of Padua Hills 
Players for 18 years, died Dec. 3; 
in Claremont, Cal., after a heart | 





ANNIBALE BETRONE | 
Annibale Betrone, 66, Italian | 


actor, died in Rome, Dec. 10. 


He had celebrated his 50th year 


produc- 


In more recent years, he ap-| 


theatre display frames, died in 


_N. Y., Dec. 9. He was partnered 
for over 30 years in the firm of 
Fink & Rosenfeld. Wife and two 
sons survive. 





tionist, died in Chicago Dec. 2. He 
leaves wife and son. 





Father-in-law of Russ Fachine, 
Chi head of General Artists Corp., 
died in Chicago Dec. 6. 


—_— 


Darwin C. Hawn, 75, former part 
owner of the Roda-Royal circus, 
died in Chicago Dec. 5. Survived 
by a brother and sister. 





Ted Weisbarth, 47, still photog- | 


rapher, was killed in a motor ac- 
cident Dec. 2 in Texas while en 
route to his home in Hollywood. 





; Thomas C. Smith, 58, writer and 
film actor, died Dec. 3 in Holly- 
wood. 





_Mother of Billy Leech, radio 
Singer, died at her home in Pitts- 
burgh, Nov. 29. 





Mother of Jeanie Baxter, radio 
songstress, died at her home in 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 28. 





Tom Hood, 31, actor, was found 
bludgeoned to death Dec. 8 in his 
Hollywood apartment. 





Father, 68. of Dorothy Young, 
dancer, died in Westhaven, Conn 
Nov. 13. 





Mother of Helen Raymond, legit 
actress, died in New York, Dec. 1. 





Mother of Adolph Deutsch, com- 
poser, died Dec. 4 in Buffalo. 


MARRIAGES 


Peg Bruce to Charles 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 11. 
librarian at KQV. 

Alice Tenney to Art Sterman, 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. He’s on KQV 
staff there. 





Gilbin, 
Bride is music 


Frances Eisenberg to Robert 
Howard, Cleveland, Dec. 10. He’s 
producer-announcer at WVKO, 


Columbus, O. 
Barbara Rush to Jeffrey Hunter, 


Boulder City, Nev., Dec. 3. Both 
are screen players. 

Marlene Heider to Bill Yonan, 
Chicago, Dec. 1. He’s a Chi ABC 
salesman. 

Hilary Rodd to Robert Russell, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 9. He’s a screen 
writer. 

Angela Alves-Lico to Rod 
Cameron, Las Vegas, Dec. 7. He's 
_a film thesp. 

Nova Pilbeam to Alexander 


Hamilton Whyte, Nov. 30, London. 
Bride is a film-legit actress; he’s 
a reporter for British Broadcast- 
ing Co. 

aye 
“Skitch” 
Mexico, Dec. 12. Bride is an ac- 


Emerson’ to 


‘ tress, currently spotted on her own 


N. Y. tele program; he’s a pianist- 
bandleader-disk jockey, currently 
on radio and TV. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Harkness, to Rob- 
ert Montgomery. Sag Harbor, L. L., 


Dec. 9. He's film actor and TV 
producer. 

Mildred Fenton to William 
Goetze, San Francisco, Dec. 10. 


Bride is head of the N. Y. radio- 
TV production company bearing 
her name; he’s partnered in the ad 
firm of Elliott, Goetze & Boone. 


Bunny Lane to William DeWire, | 


New York, Dec. 11. Bride is a 
singer in the Broadway revue 


“Pardon Our French.” 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. “Chip” Cipolla, 
daughter, New York, Nov. 24. He's 
sportscaster at WGNR, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Riggs, son, 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. Father was 





, former trumpet player with Elliott 


Lawrence orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sy Friedman, son, 
New York, Dec. 5. Father is as- 
sistant photo editor in NBC press 
department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Kavanaugh, 
son, New York, Nov. 9. Father is 
a musical director; mother is a 
former dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Collie, 
daughter, San Antonio, Nov. 27. 
Father is merchandising manager 


| in the theatre two days before his , for WOAI and WOAI-TV there. 


| death. 


| 


ductions, died in New York Dec. 7. | 


His first appearance on the stage 
was with Colonel 


Co. in Augustus Thomas’ “In 


Missouri.” and later in the farce. 


“My Friend from India.” He then 
spent a season with Robert Edison 
in “Soldiers of Fortune.” In the 
two years following he acted in 
The Little Cray Lady.” “Gallops.” . 


“Forty-Five *Tyntes from Broad. | 


Way,” “Brewster's Millions,” 


Hopkins Stock: Liszt and Johann Brahms, 





} 

JULIUS HERNER | 
Juilus Herner, 84, former con- 
cert cellist and intimate of Franz, 
died , 
Dec. 7 at his home in Culver City. 





Wife of Paul E. Faust, secretary- 
treasurer of Feature Radio, Inc., 
died Dec. 6 in Chicago. Husband, 
three sons and two daughters 
survive. 


Isaac Fink, 65, manufacturer - of | 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Anderson. 
daughter, Chicago, Dec. 1. 
is ABC Central Division research 
manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Leahy, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, Dec. 3. Father is 
WBKB stage manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Pettit, son, 
Santa Monica, Dec. 7. Father is 
publicity director for John Guedel 
Productions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pierce P. McCor- 
mack, son, New York, Dec. 3%. 
Father is with Eagle Lion Classics 
accounting dept. ©: «4 6 


Patrick P. Feltman, 53, projec-— 


Lyle C.' 
Henderson, Cuernavaca, | 


Father | 


| 





}; new 


Angels On 


Their Toes 


Donors to American dance in the past 15 years comprise: 


Lucia Chase 


Marquis and Marquesa de Cuevas 7 
Lincoln Kirstein-Edward M. M. Worburg .. 


Philip Leidy 
Blevins Davis 
Julius Fleischmann 
Dwight Deere Wiman 
Herbert Herbert 

Katharine Cornell 
Winthrop Palmer 


‘ee eee eeeeees 


Ballett Russe Foundation 
Ballet Theatre Foundation 
Ballet Associates of America 
Ballet Society 
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$5,115,000 
$100,000 
50,000 
40.000 
50.000 


$5,355,000 
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$75,000 needed 
Girl”). 

Legit angels go into a produc- 
tion expecting to make a killing, 
or receive a certain return on their 
investment, or at least get their 
coin back. In ballet, they know they 
won't. Anyone who invests in 
ballet is making a donation. 

Under the best circumstances 
(with the exception of a partly 
state-endowed Sadler’s Wells Bal- 
let), a ballet company can just pay 
its running expenses. It has to go 
outside fer donors to finance the 
productions it must always 
have to keep artistically progres- 
sing and culturally in the swim. 

That Shell Out Impulse 


The donors—although, of course, 
all having money—come from all 
sorts of strata, being titled folk, 
American’ aristocracy, lawyers, 
manufacturers, poets, dancers, 
even legit producers and actresses. 
All seem actuated by pure love for 
the dance art, and all are seized 
with the driving impulse to shell 
out coin for cultural or artistic sat- 
isfaction that borders on the re- 
ligious. 

Leading U-S. ballet angel is prob- 


for “Country 


ably the Connecticut watch and 
New York carpet heiress, Lucia 
Chase, who in the last 12 years 


has poured an estimated $2,000.- 
000 into ballet, most of it for Bal- 
let Theatre. 

Vieing with her for generosity 
of donation has been the Marquis 


,George de Cuevas and his wife 


(granddaughter of John D. Rocke- 


' feller), who have also contributed 
about $2,000,000 to the classic toe. 


art. Majority of it went into the 
Marquis’ current Grand _ Ballet, 
which dropped $150,000 alone in 
its recent four-week stand at the 


'facturer and a legit 


U.S. Ballet Angels 


Continued from page 1 . 








Century, N. Y. But an estimated 
$800,000 of it was expended in 
a brief eight-week season in 1944 
with Ballet International at the 
International, N. Y. 

Julius Fleischmann, yeast manu- 
angel, has 
put about $150,000 into the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo since 1938. 
Blevins Davis, midwest indusirial- 
ist, is paying the bills for the just- 
completed four-month tour of Bal- 
let Theatre in Europe, estimated to 
have cost him $200,000. 

Lincoln Kirstein, Boston depart- 
ment store heir, and Edward M. 
M. Warburg, banking house scion, 


‘between them have laid out $250.- 


000 since 1935, first for American 
Ballet, then for Ballet Carayan, 
and now for the N. Y. City Ballet 
Co. Dwight Deere Wiman, legit 
producer, has donated $25.000 a 
year for four years now, or a $100.- 
000 total, to Ballet Theatre. 

Philip Leidy, Philadelphia social- 
ite and attorney, and former hus- 
band of Catherine Littlefield, be- 
tween 1936 and 1940 paid out an 
estimated $250,000 for his then 
wife’s Philadelphia Ballet Co. 
Herbert Herbert, jewelry manufac- 
turer, in one month in 1947 ex- 
pended $75,000 on Ballet for 
America. Winthrop Palmer. social- 
ite and poet, contributed about 
$40,000 in 1941-42 for Dance 
Players. And _ actress Katharine 
Cornell donated $50,000 (S25,000 
each in 1946 and °47) to Martha 
Graham’s modern dance group. 

In addition, there are varioys or- 
ganizations that have contributed 
to different productions of ballets, 
Ballet Russe Foundation expend- 
ing $100,000, Ballet Theatre Foun- 
dation $50,000, Ballet Associates of 
America $40,000 and Ballet So- 
ciety $50,000. 














20th's 


mies of our country.” 











Balfour de- 


manded that the’ project be 
dropped. 
Several weeks later, Skouras 


wrote a reply in which he stated, 
among other things: “I believe 
that it would be in keeping with 
our system of fair play in Amer- 


‘iea, and with our treasured rights 


of free expression, for you and 
your associates to withhold judg- 
ment upon this important picture 
until you have seen it. Our Ameri- 
can system has been perpetuated 
by the right of freedom of expres- 
sion and this, of course, includes 
the right of freedom of criticism. 
Meanwhile, please be assured that 
the picture is being prepared in 
full cognizance of the facts in- 
volved in the subject matter and 
with a view to the greatest possi- 
ble service to the public, includ- 
ing your membership.” 

The letter slapped as “an un- 
worthy and unwarranted intima- 
tion” that 20th was giving comfort 
to the Reds; it pointed out that 
the studio had produced “The Iron. 
Curtain,” first purely anti-Commy 
film and such other patriotic fea- 
tures as “The Fighting Lady,” 
“House on 92nd Street,” “The Song 
of Bernadette” and “Twelve 
O’Clock High.” Skouras added 
that in making such films as 
“Pinky.” “The Grapes of Wrath.” 
“Gentleman’s Agreement.” and 
others “which dealt with defects 


in our American system.” 20th al@® 

served the cause of Americanicm. 
Skouras then teed off with this: 

_“Now: L want to be entirely, 


‘making a 


College Frat Pic 
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frank with you. ‘Take Care of My 
Little Girl’ is indeed an exposition 
of the evils which are found under 
certain fraternities and sororities, 
and practices of an un-American 
character. It does not condemn 
the fraternities or sororities, but it 
does expose the evils and practices 
such as segregation and _ intoler- 
ance . . It is un-American, we 
think. to bar a girl from a sorority 
because she belongs to a certain 
religious faith, or happens not to 
dress as well as her sisters. or 
comes from the wrong side of the 
railroad tracks. Some of the things 
that do occur are heartbreaking 
and wrong.” 

Recently L. G. Balfour retorted 
with his hidden threat that fra- 
ternity people might get even. He 
wrote to Skouras: 

“Quite frankly, I think vou are 
serious mistake. It 
seems apparent that you have 
joined the Commnunists in attack- 
ing the American College Fra- 
ternity System which has served 
our country and our educational 
system for more than a century. 

“Your position will be brought 
to the attention of our member- 
shin. which totals in excess of 5. 
000.000. and I can assure you that 


you will not be favorably re- 
ceived ... 
“Your further sugvestion that 


we wait until your attack on fra- 
ternities is publicized is a suzees- 
tion that we lock the door after 
the herce is stolen. nortierterly in 
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Wednesday, December 13, 1950 
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